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. :!Jill Barnes meets an old friend, and in an hour is involved in 
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like trouble� He is calm· and peaceful, but he'll go 
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Doctors Praise Cystex--Brings Quic Help 
. . 

• 

Cleans Out Acids and Poisons-
-Purifies ·Blood Brings New· 
Energy in 48 Hours. -

There are !.1 million tiny, delicate tubes or filters in your 
Kidneys whiCh mu�t work every minute or the night and day clean· ing otJt Acids. l'oi!iions.. and . ·wastes from . your blood. If your . 
J{idn�ys m· · Rladder dQ . not function right, your body �radually 
becomes poi�onedr you fe,(\l a1d and WoJ:rl ..-{}Ut be!ote your tlme, and 
may. suffet· from �tny of these ener.gy-kJlling sYml>tpms: Getting ··Up, 
Nii.!hts. I...oss 0{ Y.igor. L� Pains, Nenouttn'ess,- Lt.unbago. S\ov�Hen 
Joints, Rheumatic Pa-m� .. · .Dizziness. Dark. Circle& 'Upder ·Eyes� 

. Heaa·aches, Frequent Colds.·· Burning. Smart-
ing. Itching. and ,Acid,i.t)-·. 

But you need not suffer another day from 
poorly . functioning Kidneys or Bladder with
out the b'eneftts of a Doctor•s speeial pr�serip
ti(}n called Cystex (pronounced Siss-tex>. 

Dr. T. J. · Rastelli, famous Doctor. Surgeon, 

and Scientist of LondoR. says: "Cystex is one 
of th�· .finest remedies ,:. have enr known in 
�Y n�qical practice. Any doctor will recom
metld: jt .for tts. de.tlnite (}e,nefi:t.� · in the tr"'t-. 
m�nt _of many tuncti.otlal J{idn.ey ;md ltladd�.r 
disorders. It is safe and -harmle&s/' -

Cystex is not an expertment-it ts qufek . 
and sure in action and has been tested -anti 
proved in millions ot cases throughout the Dr. T. J. Rastelli world. Because it combats and co

C
yrrects many 

functi.on11 Kidn ey · disorde.rs. ltex ba·• pi.,ed a world�wtde. reputation as a suecessful treatmeBt. Dr. 
T. A. · Ellis. graduete of Toronto Unmrslty, · r�ently wrote: .. Cys· 
ter-.s lnftuence tn· aiding the treatment or sfugriall Kt�pey and 
Bladde.r· function-s cannot be over�stimated. L have h•re a fonoula 

• 

. . 

• 

. 

Typewriters 
. ' 

. -

• 

•• 

which I have used in my own practice for 
�any years with excellent result,. C,ttex 
has.ten.s tne pa-ssage of over�acid irritants. 
thereby ove.re<Jming • frequent cause of burn • . 

ing . itchlp'g4 getting up nights and fr�Q.uent 
udnation." . 

Becal,4se it is a s.veetar prescription for voorly 
functioning Kidneys. Cyste� works fast to tone 
and soothe sore mt�mbranes, and bring'!· a 
new feeling ot energy and vitality in 48 
hours. 

Dr. C. Z. Rendelle, well-known Phydclan and Medic.al Examiner of San Franclsco, re� 
centlY wrote: �'Sin(!� the Kidneys purify the -blood, tbe poisons collect in these or�ans and 

,. must. . be pr�mntlY: ilusb.e.d from ·. tpe system ; 
.. �tljerw�-se, they r.e-�nter the blood stream and 

conaitiorl. I can truthfully commend the use or 
· Dr" ' T .. 

create a toxic 
C:vstex." .

_ 

'd 1 Because of its wo-rld� w1 e · success. n eve!! 
eases the Doctor's pre.scriptlon called · Cyste� 1S 
from 'poorly functioning Kidneys apd Bladder 
under the fair·play guarantee to tiJ Y�U uo 
to your complete sati�faction or your money 
back on return of empty package. Get Cy�te:t 
from any druggist .and try it under the m-oneY· 
ha$ guarantee. See for yourself how much 
yoUJiger, stronger_. .find b�althiflr �ou will f·�l 
br using this sf)ecial prescriotton. Cystex 
must fix you u-P and do the work to your 
entire satisfaction in 8 days, or co-st YOU 
nothing under the money-bark guarantee. Be
ware of sub&tttute-s and remember tha.t- the 
Kidneys are endangered by drastic, lrrita_ting
drug-1) or neglect. Csate:r is the only specially� pTep a,red Doctor's irrescription guaranteed, for 
Kidne� dysfunctions. Tell your druggist you 
must have. Cystex (pronounced Sias-texl.- LooJ[ 
t-or it in the black and red striped vae·kage, 

. . ' 

• 

' 

• 
• 

• 

Old lloney VVanted 

the most stu�born 
otrered to · sutreren 

Dr. c. Z. Remltlle 

• 

TYPEWRITER BA RGAINS-save over 'Ar-" Manufactut'er's otlgi · . OLD MONEY WANTED. $5.00 to $2500.00 each paid for- old 
n·ai price. -�nuine Underwood, Royal, L. C. Smith. etc�t only 10e ooins. Buying eata�oguQ lOc. Bob Coh�n. Muskeg�. Okla. 
a day on easy oayment pla� Standa.rd omee mlldels rull keyboard - -

-m�em f�tur�f�ly Quanntee�mpl�ely rebish�. Froo_ -.-�������--��--��������----�����-
eata:}ogue brings full desedption and details -of lO·day trial and' WE PAY UP �0 $2000.00 each 1'or old t"Oins: $50�00 for 
e-asy paym-ent plan. Send f(}1 c.atalogue. Intermrtianal TypewrUet pennies. Send i_O cents !or cataloJ.. Chicago Coin Hart • . 323-X E.Jc:han-ge. 231 W. Monroo St., Dept. A-5-12/-Chlca,o. ··sQuth Franklill. Chicago. . :.. ' 

D etecti �es-Instruc.tions 

. - . 

DETECTIVES EARN. BIG MONEY. Work . .  }lome or 
...... D,.,.ETECTIVE . p�rtieulars free. Experit-nce unnecessary. 
GEORGE. WA-Qt'>NER, 2640·A Broadway, N�w York. 

• 

. . 

Patents Secured 
., 

travel. 
Write. 

• 

• 

------
-- ----

--------�--�-�---

--
----------------

--
----------4 

PATENTS Reasonable ie.rms. 'Book and advice free. 
Randolph, Del)t. 513, Washington. D. C. 

. L. F. 
. 

. Mushr:oom Growing 

GROW MUSHROOMS· ALL Y:mAR BOUND-a steady tncoiJle 
incto.ors, in cellar, shed or $tabl-e. Exe1u$i�6 tie� process. Bigger. 
better. quicker .crops-trior� money for yo.u t. Book tree. 4merleatt 
Jt.fu.shroom Industri�s� Dept. ;124� Toronto. ' Qnt •. 

·. 

. . . 

. 

. 

Horoscope 
- ' • 

YOOR HORO�COPE and Chinese C()in JOe.. Tomtee. P. 0� 
Box 411 Station B, New York, N. Y. 

Please mention this mag azine 
' 

-· 

$5.00 to $500.00 for o1d coins.�end 1� for our catalog. Old 
Coin Compaijy, B1>x 244, Ft. Smith., ,Ark. 

$2000.00 for le� We pay tbe World-'s Highest Prices for old coins. encaaed postage stamps and paper money, Large Cents uo to 
$2-000.00 each, Hal!: cents $250.00, 1909 cent $10.00, Indian ·bead 
e-ents $50.00, half -dimes $150.00, 25c befol'(!l 1873 $300.00, 5-Qe be-
fol'e 1879 $150.00, §ilver dollars before · 1874 $2500.00, gold c}ol� Jars $1000.00. trade dollars $2;'iO.OO • . �·82� $5 gold $5000.00. old 
p�p�r m.Qney ��.00, eneased postage ,stamps $12.00, certain· foreign 

_coin $150,00, ete: , send dime for lar�e Illustrated list. ROmano
- cotnmop, Dent. 4-58, Sttringfield. J..uss.. 

� . -
-

------------------------------------------------------�---
"·"E BlJY INDI�.\N AND LlNCOLNEfEAJ) PENNIES f J ! In· 

-dianheads worth up to $50.00 earh i Lincolnheads $2.00 each. un � circulated. -Other· ra:re coin�. $'2,50u.OG� Send l Oc today for com
plete list .. Dent SR- 2-� American Coin Co_., Traders Bldg.. Chicago, 

Salesmen 

SHOE 1t!ANUFACTURER.'S SALES divi!i�n wants men. Com
plete line includes more than 200 work. dress and sport shoes for entil'e tamilr. Also special bargains at $1.98 and $2.98. Guaran· teed quality. Good· p-ay every day and your own shoes at wholesale 

. Jnires. No experience neede(i Complet-e outfit tree. · Write 
Consolidated Shoe System, Dept. DlO, Chippewa Falls. Wb. 

when answering · advertisements 

• 

-· 
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KA R· N U reftnishes any color automob11e 
easily. autcklY and eoono�ally withOut 

. ' poltshlng, wa:dnc# rubbing or. ��ainltae. -, 
_ JUST WIPE IT ON WITH A ..C'LQ:nfl 

Mal'lc·Uke. Auld COYers •kl paint wt'tb toUih. elastle coat. •. . Absolliteb'. 
transparent. self·leveltog. se-lt-pollshlng. Guaraateed • . Leas 8 to lS. 
months .. )rqu-1 in beautl' to repaint job costing $10 to '$81>. Write 
for Free sample. to prove our claims and Territory offer. 
KA R�NU CO• .OeJt. ·1 .. 73, OalltY Sta. Claelllllatl, o.· 
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·secret Sen'ke Opuator 38 ;s on the job 
LLOW him through all the excitement of his chase 

of the counterfeit gang. See how a crafty operator 
works. Telltale finger prints on the lamp stand in the murdered girl's rQoml The detective's cigarette case is handled by the unsuspecting gangster and a great 

mystery is solved. Better than fiction. It's true, every 
word of it. Nopbligation. J�st send the coupon and set-

'l'be . 
No. 38 Made to His c=hlel 

And the best part or it air is this-it may open your eyee- . to the gt:eat opp.Q-rtunity for YOU as a well paid 
Fin$er Print Expert. This is a young, fast-gr01JJing pro
fesstGn. This school has taken men and trained them for high offi�al positions. This is the kind of work you 
would like. · Days full of excitement. A regular monthly 
salary� Rewards. 

C 
. 

J'OU 
Are you Qf average intelligence? Are you ambitioUs? 
Wo�ld you gjve 30.minutes a day of your spat'e time pre
parmg yourself for this profession? 'Answer ':Ye� and 
Jlll sh.ow YQU bow it is POSS.ipJe fo.r you· to attain .all this. 
Send the coupon an.d I'll also send the Free Rep<>rts. 

INS'I'I'l'U'l'B OP· APPLIED SCIENCB 
' l9l0 Sunavefde Ave.. Dept. l?.-74 Chi.:aa.o. IWI 

I Institute of Applied Science I 19ZO "Sunnyaide Ave •• Dept. Z7-74 Cb1cacot Dliaoia 
t Gentiemen : -Without any obligation whatever, send 
I me the Reports ef ()pe@tor. No. 38, also fOut illustrated 
I Free Book on Finger Prints and your low prices aDd 
I Easy Terms Off�. Literature wUl NOT be seot to boys I 
I under 17 years ot ·age. · I I < I I I 

., . . . . 

WITH HATS A N D  C A P ·s  
s�nsationaUy new line or per�9nallty str�e<l �� 
.H&t� and Caps-latest exely._s.J.ve designs- -
superior qual1tiel)-large selectlon--cho.

.
lce of seven 

sPring colora.-three price ranges. Cap$ tailored 
to measure and rain-proofed by se.cr�t Taylor 
process. �welve luxurious fabrics in !bur 
smart styles. 

WE PAY THE POSTAGE ! !  FREE HAT AND 
Unique sales outfit sent free jwtt for. CAP OFFER 

. .sendlng name. Irlts in I>Oeket. De-
You don' t invest a red aigned to make ouick. easy sales. SimPlY show aod write up p-rofitable eent. Everything free. \Ve 

d N i d�.ol All even give hats and caps or ers.. o ext>er ence nee eu. to sincere salesmen. Send customers• orders sent postpaid. 
head size with name right TAYLOR HAT & CAP MFRS. · now, A penny postcard Dept. 26- D i I do 15-17 W. Sixth St •• Ctncinoatl. Ohlo �w_I __ 

. 
------· 

DON'T BE C 
Until You Try This· 

Won,lerful·Treatment - . ' . 
for pile suffering. If you have piles

· in any 
fonn write for a FRE-E s_ample of .Page's 

Pile Tablets and you will bless the day that you 
re ad this. Writ e  today. E. R. Page Co., 
2315-R Page Bldg., Marshall, Mich. 

U S E  P A R A - M A T E  =� ��a:,�: 
Feel young again. Free your system from poisons that slow you up. 

• 

. .  ..Step out" and "do things". �l.'ake _ genuine Para-Mate. Barmles,. 
no injurious drugs or dope. A natural. 

·
aid and stimulant. "Steps " 

you dght up. Used by thou-sanqs. Endorsed by Doctors and Scien- ' 
t.ists. Send $1.00 for 60 day supply postpa;,d with Brochure of Personal 
Facts, C. 0. D. �r destred. Quic�, -sufe �-sults or money back . 

. KAT O N E  CO., D EPT. 86.. . BALT I M O RE. MD. 

• 

INC LN AND lAN HEAD 

P E N N I E S  WA TE D 
W E  PAY $2 ' r F  M O R E . T HAN 

UP TO EACH l l  YEARS OLD 
and up to $500 f4r c.ertaln u.. s. C�nts 

Send IOc. today for t 6  page fully illustrated catalog . . :NATIONAL COIN · CO. 
BOX 731 BS. •:• MILWAUKEE, WIS. 

-

• 

• 
• 

· Read How I Had ' 

• 
• 

· 
· 

·
.Sugar Relief in - ·4S Hours 

atter ;re-ars of su1rering. Now . I can eat, work and 
. enj'oy life. No costly or painful treatments. Sugar 

· :r�moved in eaay natural way .. . Pleasant. · Result.s 
amazing. Write for Specialist!� .F�e Book. 

. 

ARTLEE R E M EDY CO., Dept.· 2. IJox ·13 14, Chlcaaoo 

·ros erers 

: !"!�--• .;···-····-••······-··········-···--······-· I 
I I , 

I 

An enlarged. inflamed or faulty Prostate 
Gland �ery often �au.ses Lameback. Fre .. 
Qnent Night · Rising. Leg Pains. Pelvic 
Pains, Lost Vigor. lnsomnta, e-tc. Many 
physicians en-dorse · ma$sage as a sare .ef
fective treatment. t Se� lleterence Book of 
the. Medical Se.f�n�es, Vol. VII. 3rd edi
tion). Use .,PI\.0�,.40EB..," a n�w tnveft� 
tlon wh1cb. enable� any man to . musaee 
his Prostat� Oland in the privaey of his 
horne. It 9ften br-ing$ . . relief w•th the · first 
treatment .and .nust. help , or it eosts you 

·I Addr,ea
· .11 

· - - - - - ---···----··········--·············--··--····�····· I I I I I ,. 
A- I I �·-·-····--············--.-- ·-----·-····--· ----·-······· • 

nothing. NQ- Druglf or Eleetrleity. · 
..-. FREE BOOKLET mt. W. D. SM.ua . 

INVENTOR. EXPLAtNS TRIAL O F F E R. A D D RESS 
M I DWEST PROD UCTS CO .• , 8-360. KALAMAZOO, MICH. 

Please mention this magazine when answering 
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Still 00 
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CaOOD 

• 

. placing world's grea teat line or Counter 
Card Me.rchandise with store.s. A'J>irin. fit/PI/• R�r Blades. Dime·Lax, Bromo-Fizz. 

· .Confe ctions. · 100 fast s�llif:J& diBB,�� Over 100.� profit for YOO. an.d. · � • • Steady rspeat ordel'8 • . No �ence or lD• 
veetm.eat n��i». st.rt. B�_catalo• FREB. 

• • • • j WORLD-'S . CO. ·. f)ept. -- '5845 . , 
SPD«r, Ind. 

. . 
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• -or m9ney tiack, the ls.abe4u Laboratories make thts ·-ralf· ana a.en• 
. · erous oft'�r to ·every man or woman tr{)ubled with m . annoYing bald 

-spot or .de�u1f. Massage and . . stimulat� sealp omuf ·eaell week with tamous l sa'lteau Scatp Bal�thts well-known stlmulator is· odorle.ss 
: and ·non -itrea�y . . . : .Ma.reoni, · inv-en:tor · .or wireless, says Uabeau ·Seatp· 
· :B•Im 1-s . "'£neU6nt"'-won gold medals for efl:lctency· in Paris; 

. . : RMne-.. BI'U3sels do not · !ail to try this pro_duct of medt. Send $1 
for splendid . home treatment .. �r. pay postman on deliven• Write to· day 

,. -
4. • • -

. - .. 
· 

_; · 2n5 Brea&tway� . . 

. . . . . . . -

ISAII.._U LABO-TOIJIES 
Dept. 82;. 

· New York City . . . . a.-.et Free 
. . 
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AT HOME 
to lllay -�¥ · tt.ote Piano.. Violin. 

. . .. . . 

Ukulele-._ .. T.oenor · . B-.nJo• · Hawaiian 
· Ouitat�·-Piapo Acccn-dion; Satopbone� ·. 

· Clarine� . «- anY other- inst-rumen�. 
Wondenul new method te.acb.es in 
half the time. Simple - lla A B C� 
No "numl>el'..s•' or trfuk m��aie. Cost. 
averages only a few .ce.ata a day. 
Over 700,000 students. . · . . w� 
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. FREE BOOK Leason� 
. ·- favorite inett:nutemtle.aa.d write 

U. S. SOHO. OL Of M UStC . .. . · !5� Brurt�wlck BIQ.. ,... Vo'rk City 
.J 
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BUY thit. �iful bred new Be 
ington Portable No. i direct ftoat 
tbe faetory for only lte -a dart 
Standard 4 -row k-eyboard, 
standard width .carriage, -mar-

. gin release on keybpa.rd. 
back apacer. automat!c . db bon 
ravers�ery ·63.3en«al · 1e4tur6 · 

· found in sta11dard · ·' I Oar .. : 

. . . . 

. .. 

- 10 ·:· 
DAY FR.EI! 

. TRIAL OFJ:ER 
rying ca�e and typing: -course free. . 
Special to-day free tritU ojfe:r. You don•t_ risk a eentt Write · 

. Remington Rand Inc . •  · Dept. 108·4, 205 E. Und St • •  N. Y. C • 
Don't delay. Act N 0 W 1 · 
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a 'DOlce· a peca[{a,.. 
tJolce- was hea rd. I#VitJa · 

. . . - . . 

Hetl'al'a! Vroa Chamhetlln. ' �  
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.· · •·· ··· .· .. · URDER and violent death . - .. . . ..; :·.. . . . .. 
-- · 

.- .... - --<  -->: -_ -- .- - seemed to lurk in the shadows ... . . .. . : . .. .. .. . . " --
. : .. , 

- . _._. - ... . > :' ·-.- .· .. _ of every narrow street, in each 
· · ·· ,_ . .. . · ·· · ·.:·:_-�O.f tb.e dark, shabby houses that made 

-...... 

. ' " . . . .· ... ·" ....... 
·. " . " " 

--

"· 

· .: · : < up _ t4at section off the northeast corner . . . 
-

-
_ 

- -- . -:()£ Central Park that is known as the 
. � · ·Spanish ····.:quarter. 

. . . }Iere descendants of pure Castilian 
· _ : .  - - __ blood mingled with Negroid Portuguese, .. 

-- with half -caste natives of the West In--
. � 

· . · . · . . .. dies, with men and women whose pig-
/ ·_m ents_ ranged from · jet-black through 

� _: : b�own and yellow to the fairest-skinned - - · Angl�S�on. 
THis was the melting pot of the West 

: Indies. Here in_trigue and treachery, 
__ - . loyalty .and brave-ry rubbed elbows. 

···-· · . · .-.. ... Here the �igh and low a·f Central and 
_ 

! _ .. : - �puth Amt;rica tnet, asking only to be 
> _ . · .. 

� 
.. atl{j.wed �o ·· live according to their own 

;?-: ·:·: . - - · -... · -.code of life. . .. . ' . . 
:·;;.>'- :>·>; _ .. On a narrow, dark street in this sec- . 
'·;,; - �;. ':);;,�::_:;.:;·}x · 

-

. .:·. t.ion. two · ine� stood in the frowzy doqr-
:.f��?��:��;!!;:�i�tf:.,_.- : : -

_
. - : . _-

-way _ ·of a .. brick house that was lighted 
S.f.f'%@fr!.���f0.HL

· :- · - · . . -_by the- dim glare- of a fly-specked elec-
;r:}·;�!(:-�; :;;:.}:�·:{j·��; �-> .. · · .

. · _tri�; bulb. . Tihey were young men with .. 1;0}?jy.�_:,::};e;�i�;.:; . 
···. . ... : : .flashing 

. 
white teeth, vvell-groomed. 

::.::�=::.��_;; .. ··-=-':::;.;;�· :_";: ..:' . . 
: 

. . . .. . • . {>:::-:����r�:\�:�---- -_ -. T-�etr brown eyes were filled wtth 1augh-:t'� ,F <·;�'X4±.f� : . · ter .ahd the recklessness of youth. . -� - • . :�:;·. ·<•;.;,�· ' > · . . . . · ·. . A h I- 1 ·  d b k . tl . ·t.;;"' .. · �;i;/2/.��<;�;e> -: . . . . , peep · o e s 1 �c tn 1e masstve, 
t?\;�-��:�:i�;:�;:·>S;.�_�;. -: · · .. . ·s carred door in answer to their knock. . :--:::=::-.- ;·. ;��� ... -:.*:�-r-�� . . . 

:1 • 
,�;�;�q:::�1}�:'1i£���·�:·'·:: - - -- - A·n eye glittered in the tiny opening for 
��� · .. �:(>· __ .-;?;-:::.:.(( · . · . ,a moment. ·. The door svvung silently 
�:,�; --:,.�----y;·�_::·'·\' , .; _ · ·· · 

.. open and . closed on thern with a grim 
�:�i-f�-�:·:·>(��W.J;X:-... ?nd hollow sound. :\ pock-marked in-
·:::::;-\;::;- ;·;;�:-��::�--; - . - . - . - dividual led them down a gloomy cor-
.. _, � _ y;:�X;,:.!QP- < · . . .  ·.· .. · rid or, opened another door and ushered 

- . � .. : ··:<:;:;:, :;:T!J_. .. them into a room rank with the smell D�.i�,��\?���};¥,:t: __ _ - �£ red wine and garlic. -�;:�?�:��: �::;��'?ft -_ F · - h b 1 . th t d th .X!!<r?.> :;>:-i:.:; :\; : · · . · rom t e a cony a ran aroun e 
�;m�<�;;:;:�:z:;;·;:::�· ·. · · · . smoke-laden room came the sudden · :.:::: :·:�·: ,.,;: ·. : .. :' . . : :� :.:::�:·. :,;:.�!-�;: ���;::�·:;: ·. : . . . ... ·��:l:L-:;::f-�1�i1:_�i\< __ · ·· str�ins of music. A voluptuous_ young ,:l':�;":i�Li�:;��::.;r��--�'/- _ . � wo�an advanced to the center of the 
J:�·y:;. :: :.: , ::::· �::·:.?:.L ;: · _ ., cleared -space in the middle of the room. 
:.y �� .. / -·::�:_.·/)·; :t �-1::/; . . .. · .. She danced with a rare beauty and 

-�-D� ___ _._: .. _,. �, -: :--��}��-1\: · · - :  _ _ -grace. _ ,. · --Her high _.. heels pounded the 
-i:> ·:· -. ---�:- · -- �<��-.�,;- _ .:. : . .- ·_-:·.-s:tone floor. The castanets in her hands 
••••·· · · .. · .: .:

·
.:
· · · · , - • . - > kept lirge

. 
to the music.

· 

t;:�·::�· . .-.. : .... · .. , > •.. _ .· . ... . . Back in the din1ness of the room, at a 
x;;·:;g;�:��;;}�;:,)�{:·�-' -�:-: -- : -. 'tlbl� ;-near : .the dance fl.{)()r, 'f our -swarthy 
:,' :5i'��\?!i ' ' ' .' . .•. 
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silent men watched her. Their faces, 
showed neither approval or dis- approval. . _  

Their features were set like - the ex pres- · 
sions one sees on the faces of stone · 
• tmages. : 

But while they watched the dancer 
they also watched three men who sat 
at a table far back in a corner- of the 
r<?Om. The three men were talking in 
lowered tones, glancing about them 
often to be sure they were not over
heard. 

Miquel M orales, the youngest of the 
three, was a strikingly handsome man. 
His thick, black hair swept straight back 
from his olive-skinned forehead. · His 
eyes were a deep blue and · ve. His 
nose was straight and his th was 
broad and ·humorous. The hand that 
held bis glass was long and lean a�d 
muscular. Toh·e poise of his head made 
you aware of his ass·urance, an assur
ance without arrogance. He had the 
bearing o·f the true Castilian who some
times wandered into this strange sec
tion of New York . . 

The second man, Saul Cox, was tall, 
gaunt, cadaverous. I-Iis eyes were 
lumps of steel-blue · ice. His · face was 
an immovable mask of imperturbability. 
He sat quietly listening to the third. 

_

rpan.,


an overly stout, gray-haired individuat 
'vith a clipped, gray mustache. The · · 
kind of man you see hurrying in · . and 
out of a Wall Street office building each 
day of the week. Any one could have 
told that he, Richard Vilas, was a 
banker. The sort of banker who had .-attained his present high position via 
hard work in the South Ameri(:an oil 
fields. .. . 

The two young men who had just en
tered singled out the three _men and 
took a table beside them. No sign · of 
recognition passed between the .. two ta
bles. The four swa�thy gentlemen 
acr()ss the room exchanged swift glances 
\vith raised eyebrows. 

After a few .m.inutes 1fiquel Morale:s 
slipped a folded piece of paper into the 
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. ,, ... . . . .'1, . . .. ... � 
.. ·.:.. ·.:·.; .. : . 

• .. ... .. • • • 
•• ... 1' .. - • • • •  • • .. • • • .. • : · • • • • ••••• .""' •••• 

- ·· - . , �hfi- oi bis ··trousers . ·. He · gJa:nced sur- From _a spot directly over his he<irt t� ::· 5·_�:;( . 
. .. · · '·: . .. : . . ·,:·:.: <�,.>::.: .. re·ptitiously · around th� room a · half carved handle 'of · a knife ·protruded. · .: .. �·.·.: :::.: .:,:·>·:·:<:·.-::?::.;:!'> ' :. · .. ·· ::·: ·:.;.: ·d()zen time.S. Then, \vithout seeming to . · Before;. Miquel Morales and the i�y�.' · ... 

,·. : .. .. ·. :.-· ... ·:.·:. :.�>: .. : 
. 

. > . . :'. · ··.: .. ::.mdve a. n1uscle of his bOdy he stuck his eyed Saul Cox slipped · quietly ouf . . ·a�: .. :�. · .··:;··:···.<::�:.::. :· · · . . . 
. · .·: . .  ···:· . :·: · . .';leg straight out toward the table of back window they made sure that lie.:· .: .. :. · . ·.:·: .. :•·,: :•:; 

. · · · 

· · ...... : · ..... : .. ,th·e . two young men. One of them lifted was dead. . .. : ·;· 
.. . : _ ·· · : 

. . · - ··�::.· .. . the folded paper out of the cuff and � 
· · . · :· . . 

. .. · : 
·_ > c-t.JJmpled it  in the palm of his hand. THE · TWO youn.g men who . . .  had. -

· .. --··--- -�-.·�.:: :.,. · __ 
· 

<··:·. _: __ :· · -
· 
.·- t·

wenty minutes later,_ aft�r the two taken the note from the cuff of Miqu.el · . . ·_ ----,> ... ·· .. 
· 
. . ::-- :.· -

�_ .
;.· y�ung. men. had fin.ished their wine,

' 
they Morales·' trousers went down the s-tep�.' > :_ ·._.

· :::.:-.: .  ·_ 
· - : :· . . ·· got ··up and n1ade their \vay out of the , of the brick house and turned toward· · _·. --.--· . .  :·--:. · . : · · dingy restaurant . . .. · 

. 
Fifth A venue. They walked On the .. • · · .  ·.' 

. . .•. .•
.•. _ . · 

· .·· - . . They had hardly reached the street outer edge of the sidewalk and even . in > .· : · ..•. · 

Wli�n t he  lights in the place blfnked the street when they were passing a . . . 
. • .: ·· ··•-.•.• 

·· 
.. 

. . ·· .. once, twice. The. n the r.oom ., was im: particularly dark spot. Their hands · . : . · 
· ·· were in  their coat pockets wra ppe.Q . . : .

... · .... . .. / .·· ·:,··: 
· ... � · · : . ..... . mersed in darkness. Voices · became sud-. · around the butts of loaded: automatics. · · .• . . .  ::· · > - deitly shrill. · Curses and the scraping They did not talk until they had the· : · · · · · . · of chairs . sounded all over the room.. 1 · · · - - · · . .  .. · security of ights and · people abouf . · - :·.: _.·: .. ::> ', 

: ·., · . . .... 

,� _ .. _ .

.. · The· occupants had seen the lights go 
thetn. Then they spoke only. · a few· ·  :- . -�

-.�
·�_:.:� ..

. .. : :· .. · - out in Yueatan Maria's before. W'hen -. . .. _. . ·. . .. · · - · words. . , .. .-· ... - · · ·.?::· - ... . .. they :had come on again- they had seen · · - · · · · .. . -

i 

. . ' . 

• ,?-

i' · · · 

· · · that ·the life had gone out of a man's At the corner of l lOth Street -they . • . · ·::: ( . 
'?, i· < . ' . . bod turned into an all-night gas station arid . .  - ::.' · : .. �: .... -�·: : . . . . . . 

Y · 
· . entered the wash room After care·.. · . . · .. ,. .. ...... . · · · '· < r} :;,- �-· 

. -·� . . . .. . . . � . . . . . -\ �··
:_ ·; ; < ' . . . . :· . . ... ·: . ·. : . . . . · .. ,:. . . . .. .. . .  : · . . . :· .· . .. . ' . . . . . .. . . . . . . .... :. : . : . ... . · . . : : ... : .. : . . . . . .: .· .:: : .. . . :': .':'' . . . . . . . .. . . . .  ·. :· . . . . . · . . . . .· . . . . . . .. ··: ... . : . · .. · ·..

.•• : ·:> .. . .. . . :··· . . .. · .. · . . .. . . . . . . ... . . .  .. . .. . . .  . . . . . . . . 

. .  ·. Above the · babble of Spanish and fully locking the door, �ne of the �en . . . .. · q. ·:·
· ·:: . : ,  ! /'?.Ij�!J.I ... . .  . patois a scream sounded. A horrible, dre\v the note 

.. Morales had passe<j ·to . . · .. .-·:;·<.:: . . 
.. "<:.,] .. 1�i�!J.I: 

. · ·. hig:h-pitched scream that ended ·· in a him from an inside pocket It was · . . . . . · . .. . . . .. : · · . ·(,,)J.f�t;�t, 
' . ·· choked gasp and a raspin:g g.urgie . 

. · · ·. · ·· The taU, cadaverous man· with the icy . 
· · �ye.s · swung around his table· and bore We witt be ready to move within five .... · . · - ··<:. ·: ' . �'�. �;�;:c�(� 

· ·. · . . . · y6ting· _ M iquel lVIorales ·to the floor. days. - All equipment has gooe. forwar,d�: - · .·.:._ - _ /_- �:.:_:·::�";. _._:·: ... · ·�/����:.:�< �;:.; 
t . . From_.·' . that . .  �

. 

ition, a gun in  his hand Man with us is equipping. five-fully armed_' · . , . ... . ··· .-.::· . . > · -:.::_ .. .. .-: .. :.:l:·f':·,.�L 
- -1"':'""' scouts and two bombers. Engage · fiv.e - --:: ' : ·:,·� ,  .. -· .::)���:: .. · �;;:;;L�:-: .

. .  · belch�d. orange flame at a �a rely dis- more pilots. Be careful who . .  you �t. . . <- � .  

·
.:;, :-:�:·:-�:· :��,: :�· ·.:

·:-· . ,�·:t�� 
· . ·c ernible figure that groped above them. Cox ·and I will fly south with yoU. Meet . .  · · · . . ·.·· ·::· _ : ' �,}"J:;.:; · . · Another gun roared not ten feet away. us El Banco Thursday night at eleven. .. · ·• ... . · ...•

.
•..••.
.. 

. '- > '  
Lead· spattered against the stone floor M. · · 

... · · · \, - � �>·,,< · 

·whistle shrilled ; > men shoitted and · · · · ·· · · · .. · / 
· · . . . . . young men flashed in a delighted smile.. : ·<::· . ·' .. · . · : . • cursed ; H wemen screanled. '-Viva Morales ! '�; he said. : ..... ,, ... ·· .. , . . \' 
Wh�n the lights came on a few mo- The other man whirled on him. HShut .. . : >.:::< : :  ·. .. · ,.: 

. ... 'r'rients later, the room was nearly empty upf .you fool' !" he snarled. HWe'll be :"'-< -.�·-: · : - _-::_:_,:· .. --::-_ . . ·�·, .. 
.. ·�-.- · :· . · · o� people. The few that were left were lucky to get out of New Yo.rk .a.li;e .. 

� . 

·.- :· ·: -<�: · · ,:
·
. �; 

.:: __ ·.·.-:� .. " .� .,-:·:·,··;�,;: .. -.. 
. milling toward the ent�an<:e. But Rich- Luckier i f  we get arm.eq planes oti'-t . of<. 

... 
:. _._.- i· _:: .. __ 

·:·:� . . _ :.j 
"::i�.: .... �.·. · - · · :\· · · 

_ _. -ard · Vilas, the oveJ:l y stout man with the the country." .. � · · - . _ 
·. . . : ·:-<:;�·; ___ ;< :-_! .. .. · 

'; 
· .· ' 

· 
. . . ·. . gta y hair and gray-dipped · mustache .• They went outside, aft6- burning the : • ,:�· , -> · 

.. : . .  ·.•
·
· . . · 

.. · . .. > ·: · . · . . . · . ·  • . w� still sitti!lg at his table. He was note, and hailed a cab. The cab .tOOk· · . .  ·:.-·:· 
.. ·:.':· .. ::\ .. :: ., :: . . 

: • • 
•• • 

• •• • 

•••• 
H . .. :.: · • 

• sitting with ihis head: slumped forward them to the door of a small, P9<>rly. ·.>.-.� .. >.::>·::·:':>.:.:•> 3 · . 
. . ·

.
· : " · ":::'..:'·,.:-.:.!.� ... �n his. che��' ·· .. his arms dangling . gro- lighted house · on the lower . west side·��O'r. .. :::·:<.:.;�: ·<d, :: .. ·;:·:_ <  / .  . ·· .. ·:� . · · .. . .  

· · · . : .. . ·:· . . .. .. :.J�$.Yt1e�y at his sides. A smear of crim- Greenwich Village: The ·. place hac1 fqr;,· .. ·-- : - ·:·.- : . - ·• , ·./:.;;::( : - · �i �£-))Iil: ·x :; :- �r:: · ': ; -< . .. o, . . : ·.
. . . . ..... : soti: . had spread . .  <>ver his· - shirt ·· frortt. merly been a private house ·but .. no�: :it' · '·•: ·< ·,�·.: .. ··, · ::��iPA·'�;�·;f .. r- �E 
. . . .• •-. . . . ·. 

. , . . . ·•··. ·• . . . .· .·.·· . .. . · · 
·· 

· 

. . . 
· • 

. . . 
· •. · 

. 
· < ... · .•..

.. · ••• ••. • •·• •··. •.. < • . :. _-i., ·L�1� .�;:.::��. , 

.. . . . . . . .  

. . 

ff 
• • .. • 

• �� •• • • _-::_ • • • .. •• • •••  • 
" • _,�.. • . -� 

·
: . � . .-. . ·.�.. ... . . . -" . _·::':- :- . . :· :_ 

. . :\" .· _·. .. - .:· .. - :_ _- · . . > .: .. __ : . .. " : . .  -.:.. . . ' .· ; . -· ·.· ;·:. . .. .-. -�;:�_:.:�·��;:�t:�:;' .. . " .. . . . · . ... :-:.- . .. ·. . . ·:· . : . . . . . . . .:. . ... . -�: . ....... " ... . . .. - . .  . .· . ·: . .. � .: ...• :.:::-�f;-� ... "::; . ..: .. ..... . • • •
• • .... 

• • • 
• • • • : • - •• • • • • • 

.. ... • • ... • • •• : • • . . ... M-ot ... . .. . ... - • • ·- . . . . . . . .. -;.-.;:-.. ; .. : .:.'-.. · . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . : . . . •. . '• 

' 
' 

. . . ' .. .. .  

. . . . 

. ' . ' . . . ' ..... . 
. . . 

. . .. 
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•• •• . . . . . . . . . ,' • • < .... . . . . .. . . . 

. . . ... ' . .  . . . . 
·• . . . . ... . . . . ., . . .  '

•:, . · .... 
, ... 

-····::-.:' . . ... . . . . . • ..... • • • • • • • 
• 

• • •• • 
• 

• • 0 0 : •• • • 
• • • • • 

•• • • 

•• 
• • •• - • • 

. . . . . 
•

' . . ,, . . . . . •' ·.· .
. '• . .. ' . . . . . . ' ' 

� . .. -:�;:{;:{;J,,:���e�':,:�·-w:�s( euf up;-into small -apartm.ents. - T�y 
· .:.:.�<�T�:ih<::("·��;· ;.:P�i�i .

. 
the · driver and started toward the 

, . · 
·: . , ·. � y ·cr:.�-< -.. �? �;:·ct,oor . as the cab drove away and a sedan . . ... ;: .. )§S . . ;::> < - �ame_· to a stop . . They paid no attentiot} 
. . : · <: :. · . : to the three men who climbed out of ·--+�::. �·::·�:-,�-._:·_�:� : 'the. sedan. That is, they paid no atten·. _.:�:-:'· : -·:·� >_:_�- -_-t1·on t. o thet:n until the three tnen pushed 
. :. :·;·.: .· > . : : · .

_
· . . guns into their backs as they \vere un-

. . . , ... ·::::·:·:•:: locking the front door. 
• 

• .·.·::.' : H • 

•• •• Before they could even attetnpt to 
· · . · /_,:: ·)�" _ ,.· · . · :bring their own guns into action . they 

: : .<_---: :,; _ _ :·_ .- · . ,_ w.ere knocked unconscious with terrific · ---.�-.-:.-_ ·,> ·, ,.-: : . bio,vs f;om blackjacks. 
· · · . ,,: The · next tnorning a longshoreman 

, .. ,
'

, •  · ·.· . . .. ·· .· . found them lving side, by sid:e in a shed 
· � .. :' · on a wharf �f the ·N orth River. Their . . . · :·-- -:.. · clothes · were saturated . with blood that .. :.... . _:· _-... __ �.::.:·.-.: :.�� -_�lad drained from iong slits that gaped 

. ...:·:-.:
·_-·:. ·· · • : . . · horribly across their throats. . . . . . . . . . ' ... 

•
' . .. ' . H . .. ... · .. . ··: 

.. . .. . . . . ....... . . .,•• . . .· . .. •'' . . . .  
. .  . ····· .. :... . . .. · .. :'Y<

.<·< . . , •. · . li THE WINNERS . . . . . . . :· .. ' . '• . . . ' . . . ... . . . �- . . . . . :�-��-�.:-:� .. -:·:,:. : -: ._. _.;0����:·�/:-' .. --::�--: -�---: · : _ _ 
-�THE . . , �IR 'vas causing the compass 

��;�.- :· :;::· - , .. > .�f'�.!.-.�: .. :.> · : · ., . · . needle to; j iggle in crazy fashion. The 
·:"; .. .. ·.:;::-:>>····::·:.:'(/ ; . � • .. / ship . dropped into pocket . after pocket 
. �·'': .. . :·.:<:�·:'·':?:'·.';.?;:: H ..

.
. • • 

••• 
slappin-g Bill Barnes ·against his safety �+-;· ) ·;·:·:· ' .

. :·· : ·,::·. :H··\. · . · strap·. · As his left wing �ropped away 

. .. . .. . . .  . . . . . . . . . . ' ' . ', ' . 
({Remember to bring her out of  .the :. _:· .. ·. __ . 

dive .. easy and when · she stalls on . the -
spin you've got to go to work. I f  · you 
crack me up I'll take you out on Brook- · 
lyn Bridge and throw you to the her- . 

.. 

ring." _ ... 
'That was all. Sandy gulped and · · _ 

shoved the · control coltunn forward. _: . 
. 

· ' . 
The Scarlet Stormer went into a ter-.. 

rific power dive. . . 
Tvvo thousand feet down Sandy ·· .. 

. · . 

wrapped his hand around the stick and 
began to ease it back. He brought it 
back with the san1e grace and instinct · 
that Padere\\iski n1ight use on the· piano · .· . 

keys. The ship carne up with its nose 

.. 

pointed directly at the blue sky� Ki.ck- . 
ing the rudder and slamming the stick 
to the right got the ·d esired effect. The 

.. . 

ship spun around three tin1es, much as 
a cork might spin in \vhirlpool. 

Then the tail slid off to\\rard the earth . 
Bill B-arnes had a· bad mon1ent while 
he \vatched Sa11dy · fight his controls._ . For a mon1ent it  seemed that .he could .. 
never ·get the nose down. ...t\nd the next 
mon1·eot he had it. The nose came down . . . . 

·' . . 

.. , . ... . 

.. 

' 

.-

·; 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 

·_:.� - ;{'·-�:�::. _ __::· __ ::; :;_ -_ . ··• .  _. he ,leaned the stick to the right · and 
{;�·_:-::·, :.:�-:-,;:-_;�;:· ·--�

-
><::. _:_ . _-,__-.· . . · 'looked ·_ back at " Sandy" Sanders. 

and the s�hip leveled off. Sandy glanced .... .(. � .. -� ............ �-R_.;'::��· 

--�,- .. � , ,� ·;,:·>J•:.�:: � ·:,\ .
. ·: :  · 

_· . . .  

- �  Sandy;s express·ion \vas one of ani-
-·, , ;:-<: .... · . .-;· : .. :·:.:"· .  . �· mation. He was · having one swell titne . : · > ·;,·:.>. �>i�·: ... '" .

. 
· · . . . · · while · Bill made certain tests with the 

< : : � ·'·>' ·· ·. · ..
.. _'' ; • • .  Scarlet · stormer. ·. 

.. . : . .. . . . . . ' · ... . . ... . . . • r 
. . , ... . 

.-::--- · · · · .. _ : _-_ '�/"'-> ... : · -.. . "Bill;'"_ he said, "cart I take her for . . .. . 

.

:;--_
.;., 

< :  :-;·.: <--·.\ · _>:� · •-
·, · a �hile. . I want to try that fOrks crew 

. · : •• -:. ·:·\:u .�: .. ·.:.:: · : 
.. 

• 

. · · ·· tur�. Shorty talks about." . .
. · 

; > : ... .. · .. . -.:: · ,·' · Bill looked at Sandy again. His ex-. : O ::·i::·:·<.::. .. -.. ·.: H < . pression was one· t.hat is hard to de-
,__}�� - ·�- <. .>t. ·�· , _ ·'>· · · . _· · . s<;rib�. It was a . combination of storn, 
:��'F< :<·:

·
;:_<�.;��;�::/. , _',·� .  · .. · · - :.P·i,ty �nd .admiration. The kid:, he knew, 

t •::� ' '.--:� :·>.�·: : ·.:: .. · .': ·. .. had tt. He was the kind of kid who /�i ,. ··,��:·(�::-,>/�:; ;::::;.: . .  : .: . .- _-- ... 
· \vould. try anything once, even. if it •· : .:- -::· .. · ......

... ·,_: ...... . H

. 

: ; 'killed him. He motioned to Sandy to 
·/,. : · · : • ::.,:·;·:;:; .: .. : •. _: . < • con1e · up and take the controls. Sandy 
· ... ':·_: ... ·�-.: :�----�-�-:-;·_-�::�r_�:�•:.}�,._;_ -�: __ - tr!-o�ed like a youngster who· had j ust 
__ --.. -

·- - _  .>):?�\-���: .. � .. _.:_·::_-_::.beet1- . bitten by a wasp. He clambered · 
·. i:-� : • .  ,::·,�,?:� "  ; , ,} : ; .. ()11� : ... ££ the rear ' seat and up into the 

. . : : .... ·.·.-:;:;, .. :·:·:;::.;(, · : · .. · pilot'.s . . compartment. Bill - slipped back 
. :: . . · .;�;: .. :;)::·.::'d �;�;,�� .. --� ' ;into Sa11dy's seat and put on the phone 

: .• . · 
.

•

.. · · · 
- .::::;;=;r:-::�; :.· ::' · 

• ;< �:: -• 
. .·.h

. 
e··
. 
·l·met -·· · · · . . . :..:. . :. �- -: :·:��� .:� .. � . .;.. :. .� .. ; . :.;:· · ·• ·. . � ' . . . . :·;· ... _:_ :-.>-.: ;;},:}ii�·:r-�;-:._·. >  -�- ::--. · . .. ·

. 
------

_, . , . . . .  
· . .  ·. :·;-,� .. ;:�:. l;:: ... �':k: ·:·�:.) .... =.:·;;.: -� ·� ·. · ... ' . . . . · .. · .. _ .. ·?:.,·r.\:!" ....... ,?=··.·:·: .. "-· ...• 

. . - . . .. . .· . ...; . . . . - . . . . . . . . :- ... -

· .. .. . ·. :. ·: ::.:�: . · . . . : .. . . • . . · ...•. H':::. :<:..:::.· �· ... :. < . 

H . ' · .. ::: .... . . ..·�· . . . . ::::;::<<;:·;:,>> :>< : . . ' ·. ·-�: ..... -...... :,. �\� : :.� .. .... :- : .. ::· . . . .. :-: .... \': ;.� ._:... . . . . . · ... .. • ., . .... .... tr-
< -. • • • • - • ... • . . - • ' \ . ·::: ... . -· . ······: .: . . . ' 

' ' ' ' ' 
�· 

. . . . . . . .·· 

. . 

. . . 

\ 

. . ' . . ' . .. 

•' 

�- . 

over his shoulder at Bill. < 

" I  ·did it ! "  he said .exultantly . . 
"You· did, kid," Bill said. . HBut if . . 

it's just the same to you let's not .. do it 

.-: 
. � 

,..G.. 
:1>. "A"' 

< • ·, 
again. There i s  a time and a place for . •.. 
eve�ythi ng. '_' _ · --

"I know that, ·Bill," Sandy answered� 
" I  just ¥\ranted to know how, in case 
I d 

. , ,  ever nee 1t. 
. " You knO\v ho,v," J3ill said grimly 

as he clitnbed back into the· pilot's �·eat� 
. A small glass square in the. tadio 
panel suddenly gleamed red. . Bill 
whirled a dial, snapped · over a sw.ttch 
and adjusted another circular indicator. 
. "Calling B .  B. Calling B .  B �  

Calling B .  B., ' '  a voice chanted � 
over the ear phones. 

·"B.  B. answering/' Bill said. "B.  B. . " ans'\\rer1ng. .. . 

. . . 

. '�Bill," the voice c;:une back. ((A man . . . 
. has .. been trying_ . to reach you on the · · ·_ . . _ . .·· "'' 

' .. 

.... 

. ' 

·-� 

'I 

. ' . . 
' .. 

. . 

. .  . . 
.. . . . . ' . . 

' . . .. ·: ·.... ··:· . . ' : . ..... . . . 

. . ' ' . . .. . . . . . . .... ... -
: �. . . :' ... : . ��:.�-� :. �;:} - - ·· · .:: .. -: 

... .... .. . . . . .·. . .. . . ;. . . ' . 
.. 

>>:' ·-: . . . 

.. .. . ' ..... ..:: . ... . . ' ... 

. ·. 
.... .... 
·�� 

. •.. ·;. ,j�:,: ' � · .... · .. . ...... :·�·.-:--- . � . -... . . . . .. . .. . .:·"'\: �:\,·-.:;..... . : .. .... . ·�·· :-.. :· .. ... . .. : . --:."'"'�·:··· . . .. . . . -.· . . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . .. ' . . -:· 
. .  • '  .. 



. . . ·. . . . .  .. . . ' . . 
. . . _,.:_'· _: · . . : :·:·._· : >telephone. · · ·Tl1ere is something peculiar 
. · · : .- ·· ... _._.,: · .. ·: · _ .. ; . . _· . . · ·. _.-·a bout it� He won't leave any message . . :... .. . . ... · . . . ' ' ;:;,; _ _.:._:: . . ,: .... . : · .. · . . and won't talk to any one but you. · · . .  · · .. "Who is it ?'' Bill asked. 

But ,. in those days he had not been tn{r:�.
·
::·�:::: >:.:: · ,::;��: .. --·. deposed president of an island . r�epu.pl�- ���·.:: .. ·::��·:_ --;:·:,���H��:-�r::_::· .. ·· .. - · .. 

His father then had been the presi;'· :.: ·,···< � - /< .:: <� "-::X.:. · . •.. • '  ' . dent of the island of Samerra. Sine�·· ·.:.: - . ::. · . : ; _.-.)._:(:::! . •' ' •' ... . .. . 
· .. --·::. :_::·:· , :  . "He says his name is 11orales, Miquel 

' 
his father's death, Mike had been electecl <, . . :· · ... :< .·;:·: ::.:. :: :·:: ·, 

.
..
.. ·, · · 

to fill his place. Bill had read in the .. · : .....
. :-,<_,�·.·;::<' 

.. :·· · · . �- · .. . .. · Morales " 
. .. 

. " 
. . 
. . '\. . . .. .. : :. . ··:··:. ' . . ,. :':,: .. · . .... · . . 

. . . 

. . 
•' 

-· . . 

. 
: . 

. . . . . . . . . .. . . :: : . .. . ... . . . . ' . 
. . 

.. 

. . . . . .  

� 

.. 

Bill threw the stick over · and kicked 
the rudder . 

·:: ''I'l-l be there in ten minutes," he said 
· to Tony Lamport, the radio chief on 
· · Barnes. Field. "Get his number and 

�ay I'll call him back.H - ,.'He won't leave a number," Tony 

. . 

said. 
"Well� i f  he calls again tell him I'll 

be there to · take the call in ten min-
utes," Bill instructed. 

"-0. K., Bill. Signing off!• 
"'0. K.," Bill repeated . ..... 
·Eight minutes later Bill Barnes 

brought the Scarlet Slormer down on 
Barnes Field with a landing that any 

.;·::()ne �night envy. He fish-tailed the ship . - . . 
:around and bro�ght it up ·on the- apron 

papers of  the insurrection that d·eposed· .. : _  . .
. . . . . · · ·.· · · 

lV1ike: But con:ing. at a time whert he ·
.
· : __ 

: � · . . · ·: 
was tmmersed 1n hts own troubles, .he · .: · . .  -�-::3�E.--�-... : .  · :· . ;, .. . ·y 
gave little thought tG it . · · .··. : :

·· ··�·�?:-�:�- :-:: .. .  :·· . � :  . , . .. .But no\v Mike was in trouble. And·. · · . . _
: '"·' . · ·.· .. · 

.. : .. _ :. · . . . . . . . . . . 
Mike was his friend. That made Mike's . : .. >.:.: . . 

· 

< ·· �>>>: 
trouble his trouble. He turned . to · : �- ___ .. :?{�:>>::�: ·-;�?:. . . 

Sand . · · ·.· .. :. · .. ::- �·:.;. :> .: ··: .. ·· <: 
Y . . . . .. . ..... . HPut on your go-to-town pants, kid," · · : · ·. . . , · . . . . 

. . . Bill said. "We're going places/' · · \�: . . ... .. . . .. - . . . . . . .. ... .. . . . .  . .. ,: . : . .. . . . 
B ILL pi�ked up the telephone and .. ·:

. : . .  < .
-

. : ... _;��:-:
··· .

. got Tony Lamport on the wire-. 
·. .  . 

.

· _ ._ .  · .... 
"Tell Shorty and Red Gleason I .w �t .. ;._ · ·�: .:_;>\�:>:·:>;;-_:: _ <· ... · ·

.<: __ : 
them to stand by,'' he . instructed.. · · 

· · :: .' .. : ·::· .. · ::'\�<< .. :,.- · . · > 

HThey're both up in West<:hester,_:_· ·.,
·: _ · , _ . · · :;-::· : . . 

Bill," Tony said. ""Those air races." · _:_ ..... .
.

. < <
.
-;...:::.:�:: ;; '',�

; 

... :;; ·it:"2�_;;;..:: 

. · with · a minimum of noise and flurry. 
· ·lie motioned to Martin, the ·head me-

. BilF s f orehead furrowed as· ·he. shook .:·:·: · >=·�-£���;��,� · .. . . 
his head. · : . . . ... · 

· ':'�:;t\:::;�:;Hii . . " .. . . .. . "' "Air races ?" . : ... -: . . .. . . 
. cha.!lic, t� put the · ship away and hurr�ed 

· . :·_ . · · . · 1oward his living quarters. S andy was 
.. .. just behind him, coming in a close sec

. . ond. (.. . . .. - . ... . · Two minutes a fter Bill arrived in his 
· office the phone rang. It. was M iquel 
M orales. 

"Hello, young £ella," Bill said. "You 
.--. · ·may be a president on your own island · 

b . M .k " ut to me your name ts 1 e. 
And then the smile vanished from 

Bill's . .face� ;,.. He listened. He sym-
pathized with ('Mike" and in the e·nd 
he agreed to meet him at the El Banco 
on 8th Street, New York City. Mike 
explained that it was dangetous for 

· him to step outside the place. 
. · .  Bill's usually p1acid countenance had 

becc>1ne lined as he listened to Mike's 
brief explanation over the telephone. 
He thought of  their days in college. 

.· .. , .. : . .
. 
> Mike had been a debonair, courteous 

_.: ·-yoting man· with nothing to· w-Orry about. 
.. . .. 

. 

. . 
. "·Sure, they both entered with Snort·_ .. :. ··. _:·��.:�/:�::; :· .. : .:�;t�� 

· .ers. Twenty-five hundred, first prize�-,�--. · ·. :··_
: :>�· .. :� .. ::; 

. " ' 

"Get 'etn back here," Bill yelled. "If · · :' . . . 
· 

:' . 
I'm not wrong I'll show 'en1 an air · · -: · , - ; .. · 

.. _, .. , .. ..,.., , ....... <: 

race.'' · · · · .... ... · . .  
"0. K., Bill," Tony said. ••• • <( , 

... 
" Shorty" Hassfurther and . "Red'' · .. .. · · Gleason were busily t�ning up t4e · 1200-: .. . : ·

. 
· . · : . ·. . . . .·. :. ')' . .. -. . ' ,. : horse power,"' twelve-cylinder, Diesel 

motors -of the two Snorters when Tony .. 
Lamport made contact with them� They . . . . 

···i· '\ ' ' " ' ' •  

had removed the flexible machine guns · · · .. -.--:?;· .  . >.;·��;::. 
mounted on the after deck, the Thomp- · . · · : · · · . 

·
.: · : .. : ·::?" 

son machine gun, the automatic rifle, .. . . . · .. · ·· . 
ammunition and the emergency�amp-.. . ·· · _ , -_ ·.-.: :._.- _ . · · . · . -�� 
ing equipment usually carried in the rea.t< :. :· · :�::/·;_�_,.:· . .. 

... . •1 
compartment.. They · had stripped the · .. ·::->:. : . · . . . · · · . . . 
two ships down so that they carried a : . .. : .. : . . . . .· :�. �' . . 
minimum of weight. From the long, : .�_:.> >�·�(�;�_:·. · .·. , . .. : :.·· pointed spinner cover.ing the propeller .:· _ ··: .. :_ :-- �-/::��:·::·\· : :. · . 
hub to the trail edge of the rudder, the: · · ·  .

. · •• · .  �f>>.' . 
two ships resembled two thorottg}:l,bre� · ... . �· . :.: :

·

.�,

·

- ,;·;;:ai�;1}ir)!����>�,[ 
ra<:e ·OOr· · ses champt·n· g- · at thet· r.· · · b.t.:t· .. ·s: : .. as. · : : .. :· · :- -· · .·-�.:;���;i��-!�:..::��;t;:i�:: 
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14 BILL BARNES 

their jockeys brought them up to the the fi fty-seven other planes entered in 
'Starting line. the race fifty-seven of the fastest stock 

"Right, Tony," · Shorty said over the planes in  the world. 
radiophone. "What's on that weak The air became an inferno of noise 
mind of yours ?" as the . twenty thousand people in the 

"I'm just thankful I don't have to grand stand craned their necks, their 
look at that dead pan of yours when faces turned skyward to follow the 
I talk to you," Tony came back. speeding planes. 

"Smart · guy," Shorty growled·. At one side of the calcium-chlorine-
" Smart enough to keep both my feet covered field a radio announcer had 

on the ground," Tony answered. taken his stance before · a microphone. 
"When they bury me I'll be all in one His voice boomed out above the roar 
piece and people will say, (Doesn't he of the screaming props and motors. 
look natural' ?" "Folks," the amplifiers bellowed, "I  

. "Just a kiwi," Shorty · said. "Just a want you to take a good: look at those 
ground hog." t\vo low-\ving amphibians that are rac-

"Nuts !"  Tony laughed. "Bill wants ing side by side. The two red ones. 
you. - There is  something on the fire. Boy ! Look at 'en1 turn that pylon on 
He wants you to report back here in1- the tip of a \ving. There, I "'�ant to 
mediately." tell you, folks, are a couple of pilots. 

"Elephant's ears !" Shorty howled. And when I say pilots I mean pilots. 
"This race starts within five minutes · · " 'They are both a part of Bill Barnes' \ 
and I need the dough. Let me talk to famous squadron of fighting fools. 
Bill." The one who is a little in the lead is 

"He's busy getting ready to drive to Shortv I-Iassfurther. The other Red 
New York." Gleas�n. You've· all heard of both of 

"Well, tell hin1 we '11 be there within them. They were about nineteen years 
two hours. Ask him if  that's 0. K. ?" old when they started doing con1bat 

· work in Spads and Nieuports over the While · the radiophone was silent, German lines in· 1 9 1 7. You know the Shorty called Red and told hin1 what · 

records they both n1ade. And they're Tony had said. They expressed them"'" 
selves in a manner that is seldom heard still at it. They've flown planes in 

every corner of the globe since they at an old ladies' sewing circle. They joined Bill Barnes' world-renowned orwaited impatiently until Tony catne 
back on the air. ganization. 

"Wow ! Look at 'em go ! Neck and 
. "Bill says that will be 0. K. ," Tony neck they're pulling away fron1 the rest 

inf�rmed Shorty. �'And he said to tell of the field by sheer ski l l  and daring. 
you that if either of you cracks up a Some of the other planes are as f�st Snorter you're both looking for jobs." as the Snorters they are flying, but they 

"Go button your nose," Shorty said, are getting every bit of power -out of 
his blue eyes twinkling \vith relief. "Or their ships as they turn the pylons and 
I' ll button it for you when I get back. power-dive down across the field. 
Signing off, sweetheart." He flipped a "Those boys can fly ! This is the 
dial on the radio panel and gunned his last leg, folks. They're giving their 
motor. Red ran back to the other ships the old gun now. Did you see 
Snorter and clin1bed into L1e cockpit. Shorty Hassfurther thumb his nose at 

Five minutes later they were turning Red Gleason as they took that turn ? 
the first pylon in the 132-mile race. Not a bit of fear in the n1ake-up of 
Bunched in front and behind them were either of thetn. They wouldn't know 
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wh�t you mearit if  you asked· them if 
· they were · afraid in the air. . . 

' 

"There they come. Neck and neck. 
You · couldn't find a difference of six 
��ches between them if  you measured 
it . with a tape measure. Perhaps they 
are flying it that way so they· can split 
the prize money. 

"And there's the finish ! And what 
a finish ! They broke the tape together. 
What - a pair ! What a pair ! You've 
seen something to-day, folks. With the 
exception �f Bill Barnes you have seen 
two of the greatest, if  not the greatest, 
pilot� in the_ .world. . 

"That's a great outfit Barnes · has 
gathered together. And he has a great · 

fleet of planes. You know, Barnes de- · 
signed and built -them himself. He's 
a genius, that boy. He has a half dozen 
of those Snorters, like Red and Shorty 
were flying · to-qay. His own ship ·is 
called the .' Scarlet Stormer' and what 
he didn't do with

. 
it in that · round-the

world race can't be done. He started 
hours· behind the rest of the entries and 

, ?eat therri all home. · He has the phys
tcal · strel}gth of a ·percheron and the 
will to go with it. He's made of iron ! 

''Besides Shorty and Red he had a 
kid pilot who can make a plane do every
thing but talk. · And, gosh, I don't 
know but · what young Sand·y Sanders 
can do that. ·-.. · ·"I  wish we could have had . Barnes, . 
whole outfit �p here to-_day. . Besides 
Shorty and Sandy and Red· there is 

. Beverly - · Bates, · · a · brown-eyed young 
feJlow. from Boston with a Harvard ac
cent. · You ·might think he was a sis 
if you. hadn-'t · seen him fly. And there's 
Cy Hawkins, a leather-faced Texan; 
the . kind of man they used to recruit for 
the Texas Rangers. · 

"Ba.rnes has a flying field that is the · 

_ �- envy ·of every port around New York . 

' . 
-. . 

. 

and a tec�nical staff But here, l'm 
. ·rambling �n and on Jike �-an ol� lady tell- . 

ing �bou� her ope�ation. I guess · - that 
Curtiss Hawk took third money i f . u 
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IT WAS nearly dusk when ·Bill 
steered his new· streamlined· · roadster 
thropgh the we�t gate of Barnes Field ·· · 
to Leland Lane. Sandy was laughing 
as they went out the gate. He was 
thinking about the bag of tricks he had 

· up his sleeve. The bag of tricks h\ 
had learned only recently by mail. . 

He held a fifty-cent pie_ce betweell 
his thumb and forefinger. While· Bill 
watched, the fifty-cent piece disappeared. 

"You'll be taking rabbit stew out of 
your hat," Bill laughed. 

-HI learned a new .one y�sterday," 
Sandy said. "It's an old trick of Hou
dini's how to get out of a strait- . 
jacket." 

.. 

Bill chuckled again. "Where did you 
get the strait-jacket ?" he asked. ., 

"I bought a second-hand one," Sandy 
said, seriously. 

"Do you mean to tell me you actuC!-llY 
bought a strait-jacket ?" Bill asked with 
a side glance at Sandy. 
. "Sure," Sandy said. · "It's a new 

k. d , tn , too . 
. 

There wasn't anytl:ling else Bill could 
think of to say. If the . kid had hobbies 
it was his own business. Anyway what 
was ·a tittle sleight of 'hand ._.compared to 
some of the other hobbies the kid had 
tried in the past. ·· · 

. He steered the car across Qu�ensboro 
Bridge. The lights of. the . bridge - had 
just · been turned on. · They twinkl�d 
above and on each side · ·of ·· him as he 
guided · the car expertly between · rutn
bling trucks and fa�t, streamlined pas
senger cars. Far dow� the river and· 
in the harbor of New York slow mov-

. ing, massive f�rt:yboats twinkled their 
lights. The skyscrapers . were lighting . 
up, their great hulks . outlined against 
the gathering darkness like a million 
lightni�g bugs. Two or three freig�t
ers . whiCh looked as though they inig,ht 

· have s�en better times ·were ·nos.ing up 
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. from · the· Narrows. A battleship was Bill shouted at . him a�d ducked. 

· · .. · moving with care toward the Brooklyn "Hey !" he said, "what · the dickens " · 

· N �vy ·Y ard: Bill took all those things -"It's rubber, Bill," Sandy said, star
in with one or two qui�k glances of the tl�d by Bill's shout. . " 1  thought you'd 
photographic eye and marveled. know that.'' . 

.. . It \\ras an astounding place, New "All right," said Bill. "It's rubber. 
York. l\ place such as haq never .been 

., created before. You couldn't believe it 
But call 'em when they're rubber un-

. · . · less you want to be driven into the East 
until you saw it Bagdad on the sub- River.'' 

· .. · ·. w_ay,: some one had called it. And here · 

: w'its _he going to a little obscure Spanish After a moment Bill again spoke of 

. . . . restiillt'ant to keep an engagement with the things he . had been thinking about. 

· -Mike' Morales. The Mike Morales \vho, "What I meant, . kid, is that it's . 
_ _ in_· their college days, had been so proud strange to see Mike 11orales under these 

' _pf .
. his Castilian blood, who wouldn't circumstances. \V e roomed together i n  

- _ have hidden if the whole British fleet college. He was proud and rich and 
-. · had .been after him. had the world: at his finger tips. To-·� . 

"Strange thiogs 6c<:ur in this world," day he is the deposed president · of a 
he s�4- to Sandy. ' · \Vest Indian republic, hiding in a little 

· _'" - . Sandy thought B'in was talking about New York restaurant. He -was a good 
-�� his legerdemain because · he snapped one friend to me in college. Now he needs 

hand under Bill's nose� Ove'i· the ends help and it's my job.· to be his · friend.'' 
· 

_ · qf 'his _ fi�gers crawled something that Sandy's smile vanished and he leaned 
_. .. _ looke_d 

.. like a snake. · - · · : . forward with h is hands on his knees: . ' 
-
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. Sudde.nly the man rose -. . 
and t_ossed . the ' egg-
shaped missile:· directly.. : 

into (h� front seat of 
• 

Bilrs car! 
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"I never k1;1ew you to let a friend 
do\vn yet, Bill," he said. 

" I  try not to," Bill said after a mo
ment · in which various thoughts and 
emotions raced through his mind. 

· "We'll put on the old s_n1oke screen for 
him, �h ?'' 

"You know you can _always cqunt on 
n1e and all the rest of the gang to 
stick," Sandy said simply. 

Bill · didn't answer. He didn't trust 
himself · to speak. He was no senti
mentalist, but he appreciated loyalty and 
friendship. He knew he had a great 
bunch of pilots flying .his ships. Not 
one of them had ever let him down. 
They · were 4lways in the fig�t with 
both fists, tht;owing punches as long as 
they were -· conscious. 

' . 

� 'Wonder how Shorty and Red made 
out in the air races ?" he said, half to 
himself. 

• 

• 

•• 

.
. .-· '· 

. 
"Those two nitwits," Sandy growled. 

"Some day I " 

. . . 

Bill chuckled. Those t'vo nitwits, as · 

Sandy called them, made Sandy's life · 

' 

• • 

• • / 

... 

. . . 

.. --· . -. 

• 

·.. . - . . . . . , . . . 

. . 

.. . . -. 
. . . 

. · . 

. 

1ft ... . 

.. 

• 
'· ·. 

- . 

• -

.. -. 

• 

. 

. 

' 

• 

. . 
. 

. . 
- . 

• 

• 

.. 

• 

. . 

- ........ 
. . _ .. _,; 
. �

· i·. . 
. . 

....... 
� . . . . . . . -·

' ' ... .,.. --�--�: · . 
. 

��:� �- . 
. :·  +. ..  

. . .  
... ... · .. ··.;_} . 
. ... ·,.:.··· '.' . 

: 
, - . . . � .· . . . . . 

.. 
' . . . �

. .-
. 
. . 

. 
. 

.. �-. 

-

--
. . 

. . . 

. 

. . 

' . 

.. . . . . 

.... -� 
. -

. . . 

. . . 



. .·. : -. . ·. . . 

.... - . . · ·.:· . .  · -�·-: . . . : . . :: 

. .. 

. . . . - .. - . . .. . : . . . - . . - �-. ...... . . -' . . ::. . . . . . . ;.· : . . , . . . ... . - ' 

• 

. . ·. . . .  . . .. . - . . . . . �� -. . �-'·-\ -�j. -� >:.�:: >- : ':: 
. . . .· _· :' . .  . . . . . -. . . " . . . . .. . . . .. . . . •. . . . . . . 

. . . ' . .  . . ... . -

, . . 
... 

-
. . ' :� 

. . .. . ·. . . . . � -. - . . - . - _ ,._ . 

.. . . . 

. . . . . . - . 
·.' . 

. -: Y·�J}�iSi�.:->�:: �::_·_··:·: : ·: __ : _· ·:- >:- . - -, -- -� ·: ·.- . .  · ._ · _ : - -

_ . .. - :· .. . ·. . . 
. - . . . . . 

... . . . . � . ·.. . . ·. . . . . •' . · .. ., . . . ·· ···· ·· �-� - .. · · . .  ··· · - . . . . . . �,��:�:� �.';_:':?'J<:e -,�.� . .-,-·· . .  ,: ·>< . . . . . . . 
. , . . --� . . . - . .. . . . ............. , . . -�-� . .. . ..... Q.: .. .. 

. 
. . . . � 

. 
. 

. 
�

- . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . · · . - . ,_ . • . •  ·. ·. · .BILL .BARNES 
. 
· -
· - . ..

. 
. . . . . ·: . . . . . . . . - . 
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.. .. . . ... . , ,._  . .. " . . . · . :-:_• •. ::..: .. - �-·. :.( � .. · .... . - . . . ,. . . . .  -. - . · . . - �  .. - �  ·. : . . . . . . . . 
· : -�:�: ;_::·>�1$'t�rable�- · Th�y were the bane · of h.is . prerrionition that the car · was : keeping . · . 

· __ <:�:�: ·-e:x:i$terice ·with their continual ragging pace with · them .for a reason. · ·  He. · 
· . �_ - �\:J.tttd - jokes. · Sandy smiled� to himself.. watched it out of the comer of his nar-. · :· ·.,:. _·· _ Wait,. h�- _thought, until I shoot that rowed eyes. His -lips became a straig.ht, 

< :, _ . :t�.bper snake out .of my sleeve into their hard line.. There was something peC\1_1- . . 
- ·. · --_ � Ja.c�s t ·· · _ iar about if, something·--
. :·�·,_· ·,:_: · From _ - Shorty - and "Red'' Bill's And then it happened. . 

:. ---�·: . . : - -thotigh�s. flitted ba�ck to Mike 1\tiorales as The man in the back of the car rose --· · 
-� · - : . _-his strong, muscular hands guided the to his .feet. His face was contorted, his 

· : : 
- .- -�.car: with the touch of a born driver. He mouth drawn clown at one comer, his · :: -- -<�vas : taki�ng it easy,

. 
keeping · far over eyes wide and frightened. In his right 

. -�-�--�- � - to the rig;ht · side · of the bridge. He hand he held a small, black ·object a 
, - - _> -wa.S early for . his appointn1ent with little larger than a baseball. ·with a flip 
\ -.- _ _  - : Mike.-. · He was trying to recall the of his hand he- tossed it directly into. 
- - - - · -.::: . things ¥.ike had . t9ld him in college the front seat of Bill's car. It struck 

· .. · · ·· .about ·the island of Satnerra. Bill's knee and rolled to · the: floor as 
. · ·

, : _ : ·· I-le remembered that Mike had told the other car - shot . on ahead, , barely · 
:. _ . ·. him that ·his family had ruled the island missing two cars that ·were pulling up. 

· , - - :£� . · two · hundred years. , His grand- to go by. . - �_:- : . . -··.f�ther · had been the last king. Then Bill's mind worked with that ligJ:tt� 
_ · . �: - · ' Mike•s · father had been elected presi- · ning speed that had · saved his life a 

'

· 

· .:· ·· · dent when it became a republic. And score of times. ·Beads of perspiration 
' .. · : .-· : :· ? . when . Mike's fat}:ler had died; Mike had oozed from under the band of his snap-
:·_:_ - ._ :. ,. . . _, .. · ·:been elected to: fiJI ' the office. The revo- brim hat as he spoke on.e short · sen-:·.�-, · · _ - : :  . - · \_ ':· -ltttion had forced Mike to flee for his tence. . ·- . . - ' . . . 
� :  . . ; . . . · . · life.> F1.t.nny, Mike hadn't got in touch "Quick !" he barked. "Throw it over · 
�<:.> · :  . ---- · · : ··:�: with · hhn before. He must have. been the bridge rail. u Quick !JJ 

· 

.· . _, : · · �- �, . :_ · i irt �e · States for. at least a year. Per- A kid with slower reflexes- and · less 
,_: _' . __ :. . . . _ ., _: _ · 'haps .it had been' too dangerous for him coordination- would· have been too late. 
�-� 

• -i.  . : •• 
, _ - - _ 

. . to Jet _any one know where he was hid- But Sandy had been trained to think ancr · ; -: :. · < _ .
-

. _ .·· ing. Perhap�· · move · fast . .  He scooped the oblong ob-
. _ _ .  �- . - - .. · · � -. . ,�_ .. , . . .. ·' . ject off the floor-: and stood up. Icicles 
_� . , � - _-_ �· -· BILL -swerved his car to the right as ran up and down Bilrs spine. while the 

�-

-

-
· · _ · . . ' ' a · Jong; low touring car came up and - kid held the thing in his hand. It 

:· - . . . ·.• · · · _ : · ·held a pace beside him . . Only a couple seemed to take Sandy a million years 
. , ·_ ,  . ;._ · - of- inches separated the two cars. He . to bring his arm back, his elbow stiff. 

·_ .-. . . .  : -- - - � : - ·-turned · his head and saw there were . "Throw it !" Bill roared. . . : . . 
·; :�> th,ree men in the car beside him. They . Sandy's arm came forward . with a - . ... . , .. : . . : · -- : . . · were dark-.complexioned and wo_re hats full swing, with the same � motion a 

<:?.: · .. ... · . · _ ·_ pu.Hed well down over their eye�·- They discus thrower ·uses. · The ball of black . . . . ,_; �, > :.:· . . · . · , _were not the kind of n1en one- would - · metal sailed out of his hand, missed 
' . ... 

. . ·,·· . . ; ·.· ' : -� care· to. meet in . a dark alley: at ·night. the cables of the bridge and. dropped . · . .
. .  '. ·. · · - • '

. _ · · . _: �-wo ; were· . riding iri . front and one in toward .· the East River. 
=,. . . _ _ . . . - . .  : > ·bask. _- · The man in back ·"vas leanit::tg · Two ·s�onds after it had disappeared · • · 

· - __ : ·  · 
_ - -.:::- : : :oy�r; busy with somethi�g it:I the bot- from sight the whole earth seemed to -

: - . · .. _ <· ·_ : -tori;l of �he car _ as they cruised along . explode. The bridge seemed �to trem� 
· ·  .,:.· ·-�� ·-: · -sid� by ·side. · · · · ble like a stucco shack in a hurricane • . . - . 

· · :._- �· =:• - - � :· .- �n<iY.� �as lookirtg at the occupants . Cars crashed into one another : as men 
:. -� . . : ):�� - · : - _- :_ -w�t�. -"t�at · insatfable :euriosity he had . - shouted. and cursed .. - Glass Jangled from 
· _ ·. _ . · �"- ,_

-
,-- , 

· : _· =--.. � . ;abo4f . ev¢rything� . _ Bi_ll had �- - sudden ·the windows · of c�osed · · cars. ·. Sirens - · 
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screamed as - bridge motor-cycle police 
came tearing through the traffic. Horns 
honked. The bridge became a bedlam 
of crazed humanity, all try�ng to escape, 
their faces white with fear . . 

Bill looked at Sandy. He was lick-
ing his lips, his eyes were wide, star
tled more than afraid. 

_ "Suppose,'' Sandy stuttered, "suppose 
I hadn't got it away." 

"Let's not suppose," Bill said grimly. 
The muscles in his cheeks were bulging. 
He was grinding - his teeth with rage. 
As soon as Sandy let the bomb go he 
had tried to speed up to follow the tour
ing car but the cars in front of him 
all seemed to be driven by n1aniacs. 
They were all over the road. He 
couldn't find an opening. He was 
hen1med in on every side by \vhite
faced men and women. They were like 
an audience in a theater that has stam
peded at the sight of smoke, all trying 
to reach the exit at one time. 

As a motor-cycle policeman came 
snaking through the traffic, Bill edged 
over to the right again and called to 
him. The traffic had stopped completely 
now. The bridge ¥vas a madhouse of 
blaring horns and shouting, cursing 
men. The traffic officer came to a stop 
beside Bill, eying him suspiciously. 
T·hen his expression changed as he rec
ognized him. 

"What in the name of my uncle's 
pig was that, Mr. Barnes ?" he asked. 

"A bomb,'' Bill said. "What they 
used to call a 'pineapple. '  Now listen, 
but I don,'t want it given to the papers . 
I'll answer any questions, but I don't 
want any publicity. 

"A car \vith three men in it  came up 
alongside me. They kept pace with me 
for a few minutes and then the · man 
in the back seat tossed the 'pineapple' 
into my lap. S andy here Sandy Sand
ers picked it up and heaved it over 
the rail. He just got it away in time. 
It might have blown us both . " 

"Did, you know the men ?" 

. ,. . 

. -

. ·. . � . 

Bill shook his head. ''Never saw --
.... .·• 

.·�· . them before, but I imagine I will see, · _ • - · 

them again." 
"Did you get the number of the · ,. _ 

car ?" 
Again Bill shook his head. 
"I did," Sandy said calmly. He took 

a pencil and a piece of paper from his 
pocket and jotted the number down and . .  
gave it to the officer. The traffic was 
beginning to move slowly now. 

• •  Can ·you describe the: men ?" ·the po
liceman asked. 

Hy oung, wore dark clothes and hats," 
Bill said. "They all had swarthy com� 
plexions. That's all I can tell you." 

"You'll have to �orne along \Vith me, 
1fr. Barnes," the officer said. 

"Not now," Bill said, firmly. "I  have 
an appointment and I imagine I will be 
able to find out there what this was all 
about. I'll call headquarters a little 
later. ' '  

The policeman shook his head· doubt- _
_ 

fully. Bill pressed his foot dov;n on the 
accelerator and threw the car into gear . 

"I  hadn't ought to let you go," the 
officer said. 

"Be your age," Sandy said under his 
breath as they moved away in the wake 
of the slow-moving traffic. 

• 

THEY didn't speak until they had 
reached the Manhattan end of the
bridge. There they were held up for 
a moment by the police. A llalf dozen 
police cruisers with their details and a 
riot squad were lined up examin,ing 
each car and questioning the occupants. 
A sergeant waved Bill through after a 
smart salute. Bill didn't bother to tell 
the sergeant about the bomb. He knew - . 
the n1otor-cycle cop w.ould report it.- H<i. 
wanted to get downtown and talk to 
Mike Morales.  
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They cut across town at 9th Street 
and parked the car on University Place. _ · ·  

The El B_anco was just arou.nd the cor
ner� Bill · to.cked the car as Sandy 
hopped out. 

: .. _ ... "':'"·· .•
.. ':;t· 

. . 

. 

. 

.. 

•. . .. .:;,. . . -�· ... 
; 

'

�

�
-

. ' . . . . . . .... . . ·. 
... 

� . . . . ·-.. ··. . ·: 
.
.. -�: ··�: .-. :...·':·i·:: . . : .. . .... . ·. · . .  ···� . · -":' - . � . ·· : : ·� .. ::·:.."·. :·· ' .. � . . . .  . . . . ·. � -:· . 

- . . . 

' ·:.-.. . - . .. . 
. .. .. .. . .. 

-'� ·. . . . .. . ... . . . . . .. . .. . 
- . . .... .. . . . . . . . . . -< M �-· < 

4 • • •  . '· -- . . � .: . .. . . -� 
. .. - . . . . . -. . ·. . . . / 



. . . 
. .. . . . . . 

'--- . 

: '• . . . 
. 

-. .. .. . 
.. . .. . -· ·' . :· -' -- . . . .....-:· 

. . .· \ ' .. 
. . . .

·

_ . . 
. . 

� 

'. . �. :·-.. . ·. 

. . . . .  ·. . 
. . 

. . . . . . 
.. 

' 

. 
�-

.
"'.. 

· .. -. . . . -.-: . 
' . . . . . ' · .. . . ',' . . -· - -' ' . . . - . . .. . . ' . 

• 
, 

. . . 
.. . 

. . . 

"' 

. . ' . . 
-

.. . . . 
-· ... _, . . . 

. , . . 
<" • • 

: 

. 
' . 

.. 

. . 

:

-- .. ,�
. : · ·-· . . 

• '• - - ..,j • 

• - . - ·� ' ' . . - --.. ' • • ' :- .-. .. .. �--. ... • • ' - • ( .  • • 
• •  i . . - · · . . ... . . . ... . .. ... . • 

• •• '!f .. . ·-. . . . - .. . . ' ·. . .... .. .. .. ,. .. - . . . . ' 
•• ' ' .. •• • • • ....;:!!-.' . •• � .. • 

. ' ·.-;. ·:. · . .... . -· ... , ....... - . "'· -. ·. � . . ' .. -.. .. . . - . � ·
-.:. ---� . .  

. 

� 

;
· 

-

..

. 

. , 

. 
. 

-· -.. . . 
.. 

-: .. . . 

' , . . . . . . . ' . . 

. 

. 
20 . . . . 

. 

. . 

. - ;> 
· _· 

•
• 

"Who," Sandy asked, "do you sup-
. . .. . . 
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pose they were, Bill ?" · 

Bill shook his head. He slammed 
the door of the car and they moved to
ward 9th Street. 

"Son1ething to do with Mike Morales, 

. -: ' \ . 
. I . think/' he said. "They looked like 
Spaniards or West Indians. · Mike will 
know. They must have heard his tele
phone conversation with me i n  some 
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way." . 
"Yotir friend Mike has nice friends," 

Sandy said. 
"Enemies," Bill replied, shortly. 
An electric . sign blazing with neon 

lig:hts announced that the El Banco was 
starting Nita Ramos in a floor show. 
Bill looked forward to this visit with 

. disfavor. He didn't like these little 
stuffy places where p�ple drank and 
sn1oked and ate too much. Nita Ramos, 
headlined· in lights, was probably born 
in Hoboken instead of the Argentine, 
he reflected, as he pulled open the outer 
door and stepped back for Sandy to 
enter. 

But Sandy didn't enter. As he 
started to

.
go in the door, a man with a 

jagged scar running the length of his 
right cheek came hurtling out the door . 
He didn't try to pass Sand·y. He put 
out his hand and shoved the heel of his 
palm under Sandy's chin to push him 
·out of the Way. 

. .. . 

Caught off balance, Sandy rocked 
backward and skidded Ofl: his hip across 
the payemerit. The man did not even 
glance at him as he turned to the right 
and started west on 9th Street. The 
whole rhing had happened so quickly 
that the man was five feet away before 
Bill gathered his senses. . . . 

-

. . 
·-· . • • 
• -

T"" -., . 
·' . . . 
. . . . . - . . . 

. . . . 
. 

-. .. . . 
.... . . 

.. 

• _:.?; . \ :  .... � .. 
,• ... 

.. . . ': : �-- ' . . . - . -. ,. . . ..... 
-- . .. -

-
-

'1. 

·
-
. . 

- . 
- ....

. . -
..• . ·�-. . . :' ' . . - - ... •' . -- . ' . ...

. .... " .. 
. . 

- ·  . 

' ' . . 
' ..... ' ' . . . .-· .. :.. : . . . . . ' 

· Then, with a bellow of rage, he took 
three long leaps. He grabbed the man 
by the back of the neck in a viselike 
grip and whirled him around. He took 
him by the lapels of his coat with his 

. .., left hand as the man faced him. He . . 
·could feel a gun nestling in a shoulder 
holster under the man's coat. 
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. BILL BARNES 

'"What the deuce " Bill raged. 
His words were cut short as the man 
swung a right fist at his face. Bill 
let go of the man's coat and blocked! 
the blo\v wit-h his left hand. At the 
same moment his own right hand came 
up in a vicious arc. It exploded on the 
man's jaw like the crack of a small
caliber pistol . He staggered backward, 
caught his foot and sprawled on the 
sidewalk. 

Sandy came panting up beside Bill. 
His face was livid with rage. 

"When he gets up, Bill," Sandy half 
cried, "let me hit him. He's mine. He 
hit me. I'll kn()Ck his teeth " 
Sandy's voice broke with anger. 

But when the man got up he didn't 
give any one a chance to hit him. Bill 
watched him, ready to pounce as his 
hand stole toward the gun in his shoul
der holster. Then, as he scrambled to 
his feet he turned and ran. He ran as . . 
though a thousand devils were at his 
heels. He went around the corner of 
Ffth A venue and 9th Street without a 
backward glance. 

"Brave fella," Bill said. 
"The big Span_ish onion !" Sandy said 

wrathfully. "The big chunk of Gor
gonzola !" He was tren1bling with rage . 

"Forget it, kid," Bill grinned. "He 
ran because he was afraid of you." 

"He'd better be," said Sandy. "If 
I ever see him again I '11 I '11 poking 
me in the face like that !" 

Bill took his arm and led him to
ward the door of the El Banco. "I'll 
push his teeth so far back into his neck 
he can use 'em for collar buttons," 
Sandy finished. 

IV TREACHERY 

A GIRL with a large comb in her 
hair and a brilliantly colored Spanish 
shawl about her shoulders took their 
hats and topcoats. They made their 
way by a small cubicle that housed a 
six-piece orchestra. The orchestra. in-
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.. . . . . .. . · . BILL B.ARNES 
--------�------------�-�--�------�--------------����--. . . . : -: - •. · ·. ,· · · · ·' Bill ·: �i;tt' �, telling· -�- abottt· ·t,be-··  . .  _ young . -and. ·I tt-usted .. the· men be· had . 

": :_ man they had encountered oo 'the _:way , . tr·ust�d'� · . .. They sold me· :Out to. a .,syndi� -' 
· . .. · into the El Banco. · Morales and · Saul -

·
: cate . . Q.f wealtfiy· �lishmen _who wanted . 

· � . . COx: listened irite�tly. , -: · . ·:- " ., _ : -�_'. the -�1, ·_.m��ng, transportation and fruit · 
. . _ ·

. 
· ''Atiother one of: ·Her�ar-a's g�ritJas/�- -�- m�lies · �n ·samerra� 

. - I had .b�en 
-� · . Co:x $aid� �He proba.bly came in: here, _ .- .try1!lg .. to r�se t.h� _ .standard of · liytng . · 

.
. 

-•. saw you, Mike, and · was on his way to _,. 

on:· the� isl�nd and �ve my -. �ople· some- , . 

. ·, spre�d · the ·news. Otherwise,H he said · . thtng be�tdes the c:ud�st' �tstence"' I 
. 

. .  - t� �-ill, . �the'd� h�ve sto_pp.ed .,�o pu,t a  fe�·,; . ":a� -
�
� lm�etsed_ �� �y .tdeals 

_
ili.at -1 . .  

bul�ets tnto you. I know that one� He)s - dtdn ·t wa:clj- the �ctals . I appotnted. 
· · -- tough. and -he's a killer." ... · ._. The Engltshm�n bought the army out _ 

.. . · · "What�s - it all �bout, .. 

Mike 1"· Bill :·_ 1.r�._:ut:lder me •
. 

� .. had. t� -� fQ>r my· _ . 
· - :.. L.;.......r - h. ·· · f · )1fe. : They ·put a man named Struan _ G..':)K�, ts  �xpress� one o anxtous · � b 1 . . . . - ll h · . H · . . ' . . concern. He rega\ded �orales . with . �-ua� er In '

_
In t() pu t � _ strtngs� e . · . - : steady blue eyes� · They· were speaking . · ·Js UO'Y·· t]:le

. 
tycCX?n of �the t�land �nd has . . 

· his I · 0 I t · d · a bunch of manonettes under htm¥ . He , 1 . angtdlage .d-nde
w� d t

n
h

rtgu
l
e
t 

an 
part
vlo- manip'ulates �tJle puppets to_ make th�m-. ... . ence an su n . ea . . was d . V r - -

· h - ·dent d 
• ·· 

. · of
. 
the code that'. ·w� conti�ually forced _ Di. �nee�. ·

h 
.··a _::ura �:· · .td 

e· 
t
�re

M
st · · an

l · ·h· b hl · 

- · mos t e y1ce p�1 en . y peop e . upon _ I tm y rut ess enetntes. . 1 th th Th ·d , · d h · · · · · · 

· 

· oa -e em.: · · ey on, t- . are s ow · 
� . . · "It's _

_ 
-:a long ·�torr-, Bill�.'-' Mike� Mo- · : themSelves iri put)lic

. General Herra�a - . :  . . :ates �d,. b��ktng��-tPatch·es ,�d �ow- _
-- commands the army and ·-_ i s· the most · 

_ · . tn�. th� Jnto ·the � �r�y�
· · · 

�et
-
� have . po�rful m�· on the island out�ide of . 

. .. a btte _to ·� Th�n :we lL ?�bp up. to my-� , �- C•hamberlin.- : ·. ..: · ·  · 
, · 

. . . - apa��t w?er� �� can · talk ��tho�t -� H·The.y :have made my lif� un�able . . · -�nger of hetng. -�d� As Sau]_-·�ys, - · .. I have been like a hunted animal for the · 
. ·- · ther�- .:is ,a le�. som:�w�re.� Othtr.wise . · pasf year. jbeir �etl hav� been search-
. . - Herrara s men wouldn t have kn{}wn I. ing for tne eonstan;�ly. They know I 

· · • phor.te(t you.. - , . . · .
· 

·-· ·-·�· -. · . , · - -. .  anr tty1ng .to'<·organi�e a CC)Uj) to �egain 
· "�e -had . a �l�y . man- lined :up to -: the presidency. Many_ of_. ·my country .. 

. : · �e seve� fighttng plan.e� tor �· He .. men --were driven into- exjle with me. _ · 
. · · .. was to financ_e the plane_� - -an� in· .  feturn ·" But ·· .my people ·ar e" .. loyal fo - me: ;TheY - - - · I was to:give him ·certain oil conceSsions refer to me �s the ·'liberator' and have 
. on Sa�rra when - I agatt: ·got .. control orga-fl.ized thelnselv�%' from;_�e paramos 
. · of . ·. the- 1s�d. A Jew · �gbts · ago he - - to the· jungl�. -- they w411 ' ·nght for me. 

· Was. stab�ed �o:zgh t?e heart ��11e he if  I · ·can give them something to fight 
· 

, sat a� our table 111: a httle: �--Spant�}:t res- � · -with/' . -_ _ · . . 
·. 

-· - . tau rant ·uptown. · The same night two · ... · Mo!-ales 4ooicated. Saul : ". Cox ·Wlth · a 
of my . pilots_ wer� . found . �-' · their · �· \vave of his band. His eyes-�_

.
wer.e gleam-

. thrQa�s �lit ·{t{)m�_ .«itr to �r: Tpis � is �· ·in_g_, .4i� . fac�-; fiusJ;ed - as ;,� w�tit · on: · 
_ no ch1ld s play, BtU. Titer -��t�d. _to gtve ! "Mr. CCox has helped me .finance and 

y� a d9se of the sa�.� · me�on7 as s�n organize my, people. -We ��have shipped 
· · · · as. ... they knew I was-.tn tou�h:, w�h you}' �· . tnachine guns··-_and� antmuniti(}n to t�e Is-. '-'Wbat's it all abo�t,. .Milte ·? -wbat'·s . land of Viga . . · The president o-f Viga . 

- : - . · all . the · shOoting·· for ? Just -another : -

· is my · f rierid · and·· has given us a retreat . : tropical . revolutiOn ?"-r - < 
• • ' -

•• • • • 

. 
- •• 

• • •• • on atf "uninhJ!i5'ii:ed' 'l?Ortion. 9f ''his island� . .. . 
- . Morales shook hfs- head. His e){pres- "When I win �k my �island I will · .

.. . , � :sion was pensive., &ad. "Yes anq ·no,'� becorire a- <iictator. · Uy people wish it� ..
. · : · be. answe.red. HI was _elected t_o · the . My people have ruled Samerra for two · 
· : · · presidency after my -father -died. 1 was hundred years, but no\v the Englisl1 . . . . ... . . ... . . . . 

. . . -. . . . -

• 

• 
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The two snorters rounded .the pylon 
neck and neck, tied lor honors/ 
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I 

. .  - have -·confj.scated: all- of my land-· and hands. He knew that b:e ·would lie shot 
· 

· .. · prqpeny. . down ·before he could move out of the ·· 
· :. -� "We have guns and men waiting for cramped booth. -And he was· unarmed. 

·us ·at Viga professional fighters ·w ho The room had become ·quiet exeept 
have served - under Mr. Cox in Central for the low· murmur of voices from 
and South America. Now we need 'air- some of the other booths. The orches
planes. I have been a long time in get.. ·tra had stopped playing. People drifted 
ting to it, Bill. But that is what I off the dance floor. Waiters hurried 
wished to talk to you about." into the kitchen and did not come back. 

Only a few of the people in the restau ... 
A WAlTER . brought them food. rant knew of the .drama that was tak

While
. · he served it, .Mike .sat silent, ing place under their very noses. The 

. crouching back · in th·e dim shadows of head waiter and captain of waiters stood 
lhe booth as· . though the things he had transfixed. Their olive cotnplex1ons h�d 

. ·told Bill bad ·awakened sacred memories become a ghastly green. They knew 
that left him mute. what was happening, but they were 

� . .. 
Both B-ill and _Sandy gazed at the powerleSs to stop it. The orchestra had 

lean, gaunt face of Saul Cox with new 'edged l?ack against a wall of the little 
interest. Here w.as a soldier of for- platforn1 on which they played. They 
tune. ·The naine Hashed through Bill's knew that bullets were going to fly. 
metnory.. He bad heard of him and his And they knew that bullets sometimes 
·exploits. · · In N.. 

. 
H • Co- had -curious habits. 

'Jombia_. and _Guatemala. He ha4 hel� uyOil wish to see. me.r� Morales said ·.· · to · seat aOO 
·

·unseat a· dozen 
. 

rulers .. . It to the leering faee that held tlte auto-·. 
·

· 

· 
was � business with ·him. ma'tiC. · Bill 

·macveled at 'Mike�s com-
• • - • 0 • 

. . · '

·

'

JuSt . where:· is Samerra.r'· Sandy :posure,. at the. steady voice ·with which 
· 

· · --asked, h:esitantly.. · Mike Morales threw he .asked the question. 
.. 

· back his ·�h¢ad and laughed. . · · · "Not - for long;'' the gUnman sneered. 
"You ought to teach yoor pilots His small eyes - gleamed evilly. He 

raphy, Bilt" Mike said. "Some day spoke with a slight aecent� ,.'Keep 
they'll get to " His voice died your hands on the table !·" ·he · sa�d to 
away. His eyes were glued on the four Saul Cox. 

· · nien · wh-o had · co�e · to a halt by · the Cox regarded him with a_ oold stare. 
booth. Not a muscle in hi$. face moved. His steel-blue eyes · did not waver from 

.. Only his ·e yes. ·They narrowed down the man's face. Tiley seemed to be 
· to mere slits ·and his. dlin came a little boring holes through his brain. 

... . . 

forw�rd .as his head lifted. . The man with the gun spoke· swiftly 
,_...--. · · _"It won't make any differe·nce tq you ·.to .'tbe- men with him. He �direct�d them 

· 

where · _Samen�· ·'is -a·fter to-night/' a man i·n Sparu:5h, H
e

· told the� .
whie}_l of 

w!th a short, ugly auto.r:rultic in his hand the. four men in the booth' they were to 
said to sandy. ·: The other three men · shoot when he gave the · sigruil; · He 
formed a lin:e across the to ·the · said be would eount to three. Btll and 

. . . 

booth. Their hands were thrUst into · .Sandy did n<>t know what he was saying. 
their bulging coat pock�. · · · But Mike and Saul C-ox knew. ·They · · As Bill ··._ turned his head . to look at . · listened to theic own- death· .�ee be-
. them be didn. 't .tia� to be tcld that the. ing pronounced: .. - ·

. 

. 

· 

. . . 

bulge was · caused _ by .three automatics. · '-
'

They are going to shoot all - of us/' 
He could · tell by the ice that surged up ·· ·Mike Morales said to Bill. 
his spine to the ba-s.e of' his skulL Per.. A cold·, clammy perspiration - formed 

· splratibn oozed into the palms of his on Bill's body. He glanced at Sandy. 
/ 

-· 
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He could see the kid was scared, but .he · breath. Bill� s . right � hand cracked on 
wasn't showing it. He resolved that he the ja.w .of the man be.side him. The 

· ;would take a chance when the man with - man. sailed across the dance Boor. A . . . . . .. . . 

the gun c.ou.nted . to two� H.e co.uldn.'t sJiot burie.a itself in the bench between 
sit there and he . shot lik� a mad dog� Bill .·.and Mike. �MQra1es. A series of . 
Perhaps he could save Sandy.. I.t was scr�atns, , e·ach :one louder · than the one · · 
his fault tpat Sandy was th�re. · f.le ·\1\·a.s · hefore came from a booth farther _down 
to blame- . . , the . Hoot. 

. .· . 
: ".One1" the gunmap. said as he . held Suddenly� the lights il,icker.ed and 

his gun st�ady on the heart of Sau·l Cox. \y'ent ,out •. · Th�· gun in the hand o_f Saul 
· Sudd·enly a peculiar-soundin·g- vo.ice· Cox . began· to . spew leC:id v.iciDusly. Orie · . 
ca.me .from behind the -fo.u_r .me� lined of  the .gunme'n

-
sp�aw.led on the dance 

up be.£ ore the booth� It- didn�t · sound . floor, ·his. legs ·doupled under him. His 
like anything hum�n.. It �as ·· too h-igh- bOdy ro1led· ·a1,1d twitched for .a .moment� 
pitch'ed f�r a .mart�s · voic� and too de�p then spread ·o ut, stitl. O-range- flame 
for a� woman'�- 'Th� four meh �straiglit� · ,s purte-d fro=m �a · gun ·at-.. the· other end 
enecl' as thottgh a red�l�ot- poker .had bee.p. · ·Qf the room. .Bullets, th.udded into the 
press�d_ against :th�-ir �ek·s, Their eyes , \\:�O�e'n betic��- �of th�. - ·booths. Men 

. opened wid.e� . Their fa�es twitch��. _ 
· �hrsed and. w9men scr-e·ame.ci. · 

. 

aDr.op those g��s · and don't lt:Irn your Mike Morales cut throug� the �ed- . 
heads. or l�.U . · · bl9w your ba�;kbo�es lam o.f -noise. HBill, Saul, Sandy,'' he 
through _')r{)ur stomachs !'- ;. the� v�ice ·com� -s.aid· q\lickly. "Take • hold ·  of �ne an
martded. . · ,/ · . 

- .. . . oi,het's. arms. I'll take you out of here. 
There: was·· a ·sile�n�e� a -silence �o ·ac·ute ·· A.re you all right ?" They answered in 

that it w:as like ·· · something_ t�qgfble, turn. · .. 
something 'jioa .c ould hold in .

. 
your hand. · ·f�Foltow· me� ..

. 
1'11 lea<! · the ·way," htt� .  

Bill could hear his heart J>eatin.g against - said .. . . , .. 
· 

._ · . . . 
his ribs... , · _ He .led, th� across, the- dark room 

· · . It w�s Sa.ul Cox wh� b.r9k� that ,awful . · and. �th�oJtgh the. swiilging . door- into the 
sile�nce._ · · . l�itch��i. ·-·Wh�n tbe·y were· through the 

'�G� work, .JQ�,'' �e� _ said in a kitche.n :d<>Qr h�. �h·rew- the - rays . of . 
a 

steaqy · yoice. · ''Keep theni_ covered. :and. , � flas·hlight :ar�und · the kitchen. . He or· . 
$hoot · i.f 911e o:£· them: .. Jfidves.�"' . -He.. · ·.dered; · the � haJ£ -do�n \v.�it�rs .and four. 
reached

. 
over

. 
an(f ·.grasped tbe_-._�uto�;ttic . ;. �o9ks out- o.f the. roop-t rhey O:beyed - . 

pointed t9ward. him al:ld piioshe<L ��� b}ti<! · ·t�lu�ntly� · 
� 

barrel downward. , - · . . · . -
The 

.· eyes· ol Bitt ·. and -Mike MQ�ctle.s 
were a$ · \vide as . ;tne· gun,ll).ef.l.' s� TI;l�re·. 
was no �one $tariding _ behind . .  tb� four 
men ! · The

. 
voice had .come frorii _n� � - . . - · -where and · ye( they h•d hea-rd·- it. . They 

looked ·at S.aul . Cox in:-· utter .. bewildet-- . 
ment. · . . 

Thet1 one _ of· the gunm.en started. _t(; 
turn his . . head. That wa& .. what

. 
Bill 

Barn� had 
. 
b.een . . JVaitin.g frn.. 

. 
.He 

s�ung Jtis body .to the. right�_ .His. 'eft 
band crashed into the man's stomach; . 

The. man'·s head came forward as h·e 
gasped horribly trying . to . ·recover. his 

. . ... 

. W.H:_E·N they·. were· gone he stepped 
� quickly .to �: dpor ·.i n  th� . ba£k .of the 

kitcneti. :H:e pulled ·� he .-bolt . and opened 
it�· _ It led to � narrow passage in which 

- a .si11gle: dim light :··t:hrew _ eeri� shadows. 
Wl:ten they . . had all · p��e{} through, he 

. bolted- the door- behind him. He led . . .. . . . 
. the way through the passage fOt- a 
UU1tle.r of

-·fl fty leet. .-H� fitted a key to 
the· . lock of .an- iron door - that barred 
their ·pas·sa.ge·* It operted ,von a ·flight . of · 
stairs. He locked this- .door · behind him . . . . . . . ;.:' ·· · ·� "'  . . 
at1d led the way up the stair�. · Up 
·five flights. be openefl ·still another door .. 

. . . . . . -

.. . . . 

.. . . �� .· 
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There was a smile on his lips · as he lips. His handsome face was twisted 
saw Sandy and Bill . look about them with pain. 

-
_ 

-
· in amazemen!. 

·
. They

_ 

were in _
_ 
a sump- "l-Ie _was mx faithful servant,'' Mike 

tuously furnished apartrtient. ' The place .. · said tQ ,: l3111. The words- were a half 
was magnificent with its soft ru�s, bril-· - sob. f'The dirty .murdering dogs. I'll 
liant Spanish shawl�,. tapestt_ies and . mak� . tliem pay . for him. I'll fertili�e 
gleaming s.ilver. . -. 

_ _ . - . . . the fields of my peopt� · with their 
"Felipe F' Morales - ·called softly to- · . blood.''. . 

_ ward a closed door.' He waited a mo- Saul ·Cox had pulled back the front--
ment and called again. a bit lotider. A_. curtai�s- _and wa-s -gazing down on lOth 

. 

puzzled expr�ssion crossed� his · hand� :;, .. Street. _, · Something cut a· clean little 
some face. He took two s�ps and - hole in the windowpane over his head . 
pushed open a . d.oor that kd to the He let the curtain fall back into place. 
kitchen. T4ey all wbi·rled toward him - �'They're watc�ing the p�_aee fron1 all 
as they heard �him gasp. A . torrent of sides/" :he said. _ They're · using silenc
Spanish ru.sh.ed from his lips: · · Only · ,.ers." -His cold �yes glimmered for a 
Sa�d Cox u�erstood Iiim. . He .: stepped ---: · .moment... :'Ut:Y1.1. knock �s over like 
qutckly . ov(;!r and placed a 4.arid on so many ntneptns t.f we �fY to get .ou t  
Mike's shoulder as be glanced - into the - of here.�u -

· 

. : 
kitChen. · 

. . . . -
. 

Bill stood pondering the- -situation for 
A · yellow..:faced : l_jttle man . with � a mo�e�t Then: �e bega� to pace t�e ... 

straight black · hair ·tay_ -sprawled� on the ·� - room w-1th long ·str:tdes. , . He shopk. · ·ht.s 
ftoor. His �lothes were saturated with � 

blo?rl head. He stopped abruptly and 
bloOd. . One arm was curved urider his · . whtrled _toward Mike. . _ 

_ 

ltea�_ as · though be .. w�t'e .. sleeping� . T.he · . . . "This .: is the t<?p floor, �sn'� it ?'' .he 
lower. half of the window above hi'm _ ·· aske� · 

_. - : ·· 
was shattered.. The upper part had two · ?;'f.1ke . n�ded. -

· . · � 
dean bullet h�les thrOJlgh it. . . :.: 

H�w Wide and long :s_ . _ th� .. roof ?  

Mike' dr.N"\..,.. . d . LL - .a . b . . "d th . .- Does t t  have a . 1Qt of skyhgbts . . . . .....Ype on, t.ue t,oor est e e M.k .d. ed f , 

. . _ 
maft and grabbed

. 
hiS MiSt, then placed . H 1 e COflSl e-f Or . -a ffiOtnenf. 

a hand ov�r his heart. - He drew his .- - �bo,�t }� h�n�r�. �.�t lo�g and fifty 
hu4 away �tained with bkxKI . .

. ;f�lipe's , _w1de, h� satd. }! 1S ent�rely flat ex
heart ·was·· still. A sob escaped ''Mike's. �·- :ept ·fot:va f�w ·s�y.bghts __ along the ed.g·e 
lips. He stood up arid stared out tpe ,�_of �e roof. ., · - . � 

• · _ . . 
window. . 

_ _  

- BtU b�gan to _ pace the . room agatn. 
· 

Suddenly the upper :pari of the winp;� - He st��d as aliruPtly � he had be-
dow crashed into a thOusand pieces and. . 

fo:;· '. · .  

· 
· : ' · . · · ; 

the spat, spat, spat of bullets sounded · -_ · · Got � couple �_{){ old sheets I c.a� 
as they buried themselves in the walls. . tear up ?" 

_ _  . · · . 
Saul Cox- whirlet:l Mike out o_f range ''rear, 'm all -.-up� if . you.· wa�t J�," 
of the window. He herded them all Mike saiCI. 

-
-

. 

·. 

· 

' . 

• 

out of the kitchen. 
•; • 0 

� • ( 'Can 1 get up on the roof without I 

· "He.'s dead_, . Mike/� .S aul CQx said. · · heing dri.Ued by �<me of. th6se m�hin
.
e 

�'There�s notbitlg you can do. now. guns·?" · 

- · · : . - · · . · 

They've found out you are here and · ·There-is a ladd�r up thr�gh a closet 
· hav.e put a m.�chine gun _with a ·-silencer in that bedroom." ·

.·Mike pointed� -"The 
. . . on it �over in· that loft puilding. They . · roof of· .. this bui,ding 

· 

is- . two stories . 
. - . 

·probably thought it was you." A_.string higher than any , of the surrounding 

. .... '· . .. . 
of $panish oaths leaped from Mike's buildings. That is one reason whv I 

-
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took it. I don't think they can see you zled eyes. "There wasn't any one within 
from the loft across from the kitchen." : ,.twenty feet of them !" 

HGood," �ill said: H�bis building .,-
. 

faces lOth Street. - How· ·many doors . THE EXPRESSION on · Saul Cox's 
from the corner of University Place ?. · face was one that is h?-rd to describe. 
But that doe_sn't make so much differ- As Bill watched him his- lips parted 
ence. I'll tell Shorty to .:fly over the . and he uttered a chuckle that came 
Bellvue Hotel and wa�h for a ground from deep qown in his "throat. His 
strip on the top, of the hous� du� w�st." g.�ze shift�� Jt:,om Bill to �a?dY and ' re-

They all lo6ked puzzled. "What do mained there. Bill saw that Sandy's 
you mean ground strip ?;' Saul Cox face had suddenly become a deep red. 
asked. "How can he land qn the roof ?" There was a silly grin on his face. He 

" I'm goi� to caB Shorty Hassfur-�: pretended to be picking a -piece of lint 
ther, one of: , iny pilots," Bill ·explained, . from his sh?ttlder. � 

· 

uand tell him to bring an autogyro over · H\Vell,'' . B·.ill said jrritabJy. "What's 
here to tal;re · us back to my field. He_. the joke ?', · 

-

� can find us e�rly in the morning dawn.� "I had a lieutenant down in Hondu-
We will probably catch them napping ras one time who could do it," Saul Cox 
at that time·� Get it ?'' . , . said. "That is how I got wise · and 

"It's 
_
a good i�ea i � he <ta,ri mak� it," . 

he�ped play � h�nd." _. . . 
Cox satd, n.odd1ng h1s approval v1gor- < �- �o what · · Btll roared. "! 'm not 
ously. "We'll never get out of here _ �alk1ng about a poke.r gam

:
�· I m talk

any other way. We can.'t ask the po- tng about that peculiar votce that g�ve 
lice for protection for a great many .. us a bre

.
ak _3;nd kept us all from 

,
?etng 

.reasons. The. chief one being that v a.1_.. . shot whlle -we sat there helpless. 
tura the pres1dent ·of 'Samerra has � , 

Saul Cox·� :11o�nted at Sa�dy. ��There's 
aske'd the State Department in Wash- _ ·. 

you.r mysterious voice,': �e said. s.andy 
ington to extradite Mike.:' · squtr�ed � under B1ll s astonished 

�'we'll have to report the death of . scruttny. . � · · 

HL' ,, B.ll h d "Wh . . Felipe to the police," Mike, said. . . .  - ts:e'! · · · · �" s oute . . at are 
· "We .c an w t�ake care o£ that from mt : you drtving,. 

_
�t �

. 
· · · · · 

field,'' Bill said. '.'I can ¢xp1ain it to .. .... .�' I w�s ah�_1ost �fraid to try it," Sandy 
the police and I don't think you'IJ be Sald: . . I kno�v lt �as a P.retty lousy 

. bothered witn any red _ tape." · He exh;?ttlon, but I don t hav� It perfected 
crossed the room to the te1�phone. "I 'll _,yet. - · · 

call Shorty n�lW .," He li�-ed the phone __ , · Hrr:Y w�_�t ?" Bill roa�e'd. He was 
from its rack and began to"' dial a num- . ,,getting reEl in the face himself .  His 
ber. Halfway through he whirled voice became high-pitched at the end 
around and slapped the instrument back · of the t��o words. · 

on the rack. . . 
"Say," he said, suddenly� '' I wish 

you'd exphirn ' thCj.t hocus:pociis to me 
down in the El Banco.,

., ' There were 
tiny vertical lines between bis narrowed 
eyes. "There wasn't any one behind 
those four gorillas down there when 
that voice told them to , dr;O:P their guns 
and not turn around." He gazed from 
Mike Morales to Saul Cox with puz-

"To thro\v my voice," Sandy said . 
· "The pitch \vas all right! but the tone 

was poor. f '  -.BiB stared at . nim with his 
. mouth slightly open. M:ike l\1orales 
was laughing. . 

"He was facing me on the bench 
and I saw his lips moving when that 

. v.oi<:e told t,hem to drop their guns. 
There wasnJt any one there and I re
membered that l ieutenant down in Hon-

• 

I . 



• . ' 

. . -· -
. . . . -

... ·� ,· 

.. .. - . 
. -duras and knew what he wa.S doing/' 

Saul Cox said. · · · . . . . . 
- "When · did you learn that trick ?" 

Bill said; - glari!lg at Sandy. 
· :'Oh, . Itve been - practicing ventrilo-

quts� for about a month," Sandy said, 
· squirtning again under Bill's gaze� _ "I 
thought I'd take a chance and use it." 

. Bill s-tood with ·his hands on his hips 
· - shaking his blond head from side to 
side. Suddenly he threw back .his head 
and laughed _as Sandy had seldom seen 
him laugh before. He crossed the room 
and · brought one of his .great hands 
down on S�dy's back. Sandy stag- . 
gered · forward · two or three steps an.d 
began to cough. . 

"�d," Bill said, "sometimes I think . 
you'll amount to something, after all�" 

"Not • if you knock my backbone out 
. through my chest,'' Sandy said, ·his eyes 

.gl�arqing 
. 

with pleasure at Bill'� way 
of showi�g affection and approvaL 
· · · Mike · Morales put one .hand on 

_ - Sandy's shoulder -and grasped his hand .
: with the other one. There was ·both ad-. . . . 
miration ·and · appreciation in his eyes. 
- ''If Bill can spare · you and you want 

· to come" I can use you on Sarnerra 
·when I ·get back there/' he said. 

"My _gosh," Sandy said, "I couldn't 
leave · Bill." . . . 

· . - . "He couldn't ·get along without you, 
· e·h ?'' Saul Cox chuckled. -

·' . . 
"That's · the truth," Bill said, picking 

up the telephone again. ''Now I'll get 
Shorty.'' 

He dialed a number and when Tony 
. Lamport came on the wire he asked for 
· Shorty. · 

"Hello �y ,_" he said to Shorty. . . . 
You won ? · Good·· work,_ £ella. · Then 
you and _ Red split the prize ? it · • · 

• 

That's swell. Now listen. Sandy and I 
won't . be back · there to-night. And I 
want you to come after us at dawn. 

· Use the autogyr9 and come as light 
._ · . as you can .because you'll have to carry c 

. four of us baek. � But bring a subma-

. . -�� -� � .___ _- �.,�· . 

- . 

. . . 

. BILL BARNES · 

. 
chine gun ·with a couple of rounds of 
anttnunition. · And' you'd · also better 
have Red or Cy come along in a Snorter . 
Just in case. 

. "Now get thls. I'm in an ··apartment 
on lOth Street. It is about four houses 
w�st of" his voice .dropped "on the 
south side� You can locate the Bellvue 
H_otel at the corner of · lOtlL Keep on 
due west until - you see a cross made .. by ·. . · 
-a white sheet on the roof of the build-
ing I'm in. Circle back and land. · Have 

. your submachine gun ready. You have 
plenty of roqm on the - roof. w e'Il be 
waiting and ready when we hear . your 
motor. . - . . . I know· that. · -- · 111 fix · . . . . 
it with the _e�issioner When I get 
back t<> the field to-morrow. Got it all . . . . 

. straight ? · 0. K., f�Ua. We'll be; -look-
. ing for you. . Good-by." 

Bill -glaoced; _at the �tch on his wrist 
when he bung up · the rece�v�r� "I'm 
going to get a few �hours' sleep,'-' . he 
said� throwing himself down on a wide, 
deep davenport. "We-'ll h.ave · to be up 
and ready by four thirty.':' · ·· . 

"I have three bedrooms, Bill... Lots 
of roon1. I'll get you . pajamas," Mike 
offered. · ·· . . . 

· · , "Never mind/) Bill said._ HI'm · too 
sle-epy to take the time to undress. I 
was - up most of - last' flight working. on· 
blue prints ·•a- new bomber I'm design-
ing.,. · - · 

, · 

• 

' 
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so · slowly and: so quietly that it seemed _his eyes be.came accustomed to the . 
- hours- before he rea�hed the other walL ' .lights he stood up. 

· No soun<J· ctl!TI� from any place-"in the The room was �mpty. \ � 

roOm. H� ))egan cin,:ling it inch by . His piercing scrutiny ·�topped when 
in�. His eye� ·were now accu·stomed · his eyes fell on the knife

. 
sticking in 

· . to the darkne_$� He picked out various .the wooden panel of the fireplace. Then 
. objects in the room. None of them he hadn't been dreaming. He raised 

. 

_ . faintly resembled a· ·man. Then · he _ 

· his voice and shouted for .Mike Morales 

. .  

. 
. 

. 

' 

. 
-

· _ slipped a hand into his pocket and drew - and Saul Cox. 
out a box of matches. He lighted one · Saul Cox came out of his room, blink-

. 

· . and threw it high into the center of ing his eyes, yet moving with the sleek 

• 

. 
. .  

' . 

. . 
. . . 

. 

. 

-

. ' 

• • • 

. . 
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·
. 
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• 

the room. At the same time he altered · speed and grace of a panther. He had 
his pos-ition with a quick swing to the_ an automatic in his hand. . Bit� jumped 
left. The match fell to the floor and -·at him. 

· 

. . 
�umed itself 9-tit; throwing eerie shad� · "Let .me take that,'� �e ·said.. Saul 
ows into the cor11:ers. .

-

- :_ Cox handed the g.un �to B_iil without a 

. 
He lighted �nother m�tch �nd held �t yvord .as Mike Morales and Sandy came 

h1gh above hts head. E�_eaptng _to hts tnto the room.. 
· 

feet, he switched on �he light before "Watch everything," B�ll said and 
he. d�tcke� down behtnd the couch. kicked the kitchen door opCn. He ran 
Blinktng tn the sudden glare, he his :hand along the wall and pushed a 
crouched· there for a moment. When light . button. · 

Only the staring· eyes of the. dead Fe
. . lipe greeted him. But there was a piece 
-of rope throw·n around th� �ter frame 

� _ _ ,- of the broken window, He stepped! over 

• 

.
. 

: ·tQ examine it. The spat, s/i(:lt of bullets 
. -

. - -

•• 

• 
. 

Aaotber grm roared not ten 
. . feet away • 

• 
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sounded as they thudded into the wall · Sandy helped Bill tear up. a sheet and 
behind him. · · form a cross about twenty�four fee� 

Saul Cox: . shouted, uGet out of long by sixteen wide. T4�� · .f.f!stened it 
range ! '� Bnt B..iU had ·already jum_p·ed- -, -- �rigether with safety pin�.:: _ .. Taking five 
backward" a �-\1llet cutting through. lli:s neavy brass ash trays 1hey followed 
coat as he . tlJQved. He pointed· at the _ Mike up an iron ladder and through 
rope thrown -over the window frame� · a t1·apdoor to the roof. There they laid 
Mike Morales was staring at it with . out the white cross , securing it to the 
unbelieving eyes. roof · with a heavy ash tray . on each tip 

"How did they get the end back after " and one in the center. �: . . .  
they had thrown it over there ?" Sandy _-:. ... 

· 

� 

asked. THE SUN was just lighting up the 
- ' 

HWith a wire hook from the loft _ sky as they went b�ck through the trap ... 

building,." . S_a�l Cox said. · .  ·· .. door to wait for the sou-riit o£ the auto-
. ' 'They�. &rot if :,back s·oroe · y;ay," B.i�l �,gyr:p. � , 

· � · .  · 
. _. · � 

-

said grin11y@ ::. · n·Something in the living ' • I  don't think they'll be. able to .dfl 
room woke - ri�e up,. A flashlight shone any · damage with that machine gun 
on me and the man \vho held the flash- · 

when \Ve take off," Bilr _said. , - "I 'nl 
. 

light also held a knife about two inches quite sure it's a submac.hine gun and 
from my 4�ar.�. I kicked him in the they aren't accurate over th�rty yards. 
stomach and rolled off oq the floor. : You birds had better get into some 
While I was trying to locate him in the_ c;lothes unlt;ss you \vant to . dG son1e fly
dark he slipped through the door and . � il}g in your underwear.,. 
went down t�at rope the same \vay. he _ �- They were drinking coffee that , NI ike 
came in.. Jle was going through tnY -bad made on an electri� .gril.f in the liv
pockets.�' . , · ipg rbotn wh�n ·they .. b��rd ·�he . l�oar of. 

"And you didn't have a gun ?'' Saul , · · -t'wo airplane motor� overJ),e�\1 ·� · ·. Bill and 
Cox Rsked. _�- · , - · � · ":: -Sandy c<?cked their �_ads-. � to one side. 

"Not eve�. a water pistol," Bill an-· - and listened as the creS<:etl99- of the· mo
swered, shortly. " It's a good thing tors grew louder and passed overhead. 
you're getting out of here, Mike. This Sandy looked at Bill and- nodded his 
place is too hot." · � head. · -

-

· "It's just a$ well," Mike said. al'll · .- " "It's the autogyro and ,a Snorte�,'' 
be able to_ ta.ke along a bag full of �-- B-iJl said. "Theytre circling back.· Get 
clothes, won'l I ?  · Enough to last me s�t� We'll stay here until w·e · heat: 
until we g�f, _ to Viga ? 1\lost af · my . �horty set her down on the roof. Give 
stuff is dowil� there. "J . 

.� ' - . '-hint more room/"' ' 
. . 

- � . � 

HN·ot toc t:.ma;"!Jy/' Bill cautioned� ·"Bilt .. .. ��rls · ther� any danger Q.f :his .eracking 
how are yOtt going to get to Viga ?�' · up ?" Saul Cox asked. 
Morales searched B ill's face for nearly '"'Not that boy,'" Bill grinned. HHe's 
two minutes beiore he spoke. Saul Cox . ' a flying fool and shot full 9.f ·more luck 
was watching :Bjll narrowly. · than a four-leaf clover. He111 set her 

" I'm . counting on you, Bill," Mike - down as easily as you put that coffee 
said at last. · Bill stood as silently as - away·. Eh, Sandy ?" . 
Mike had a _moment before. ' 'Yes,_" Sandy said, reluctan.tly, add- · 

"We'd better get that ground strip ir:g,. • •the big palooka r' - · 
laid on the roof," he. said,. "We'll talk- . Bill laughed , but his. fingers· �ere don-
about the re��. 9f it when . we'�e back bled u·p into .fists ·as :�� h.ear<J , tb� ,whe.els 
at my field� .. :One sheet will do the trick of the autogyro· $ettle on the' rqof and 
I think ' ' ·. . . 

. · 

. :· run over it above· their heads. . The 
' • 

• • • 
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· thirty .seconds fighting �e controls. his han9. up to "thumb" -th� �· . · What -
Whe�t - he gazed -� down again the auto· , be saw br�ught a ·string of �nvectives to 

\ gyro· was: - cllmbing. It was · coming _ -�s- lips. - - - - - - __ -

�- straight .up as.· �hough ·

it. were f�ened .. . 
· �e threw the ,�no.��r- ·�t of range 

to a wire cable, _ He saw the rotor blades :: of the stream of death� tlie- diving bi-.. . . 
slow do.wn. . The pro�ller became -an �-:.plane --was throwing at him� - He didri'_t 
iridescent _gl� of whirling metal in the · __ bother to follow its cour.s_e as it went 
morning ·sun. · lie swooped down when . -�: streaking under him�. - He gunned his 
the autogyro was at about a ·  thousand · 

· motor and d.ove on - the · other · biplane 
feet. A mind waved to him ·-from the · with orange wings arid ���ck fuselage 

.cabin.-- He_ ,shot a· hand over his · head in � - as it pounced on the slow7moving autG-
salute and circled back and above the, _gyro ahead. .. " - - : 

slower-moving · autogyro. . , The autogyro went into a skidding . 
He . �d �-�toPPed singing now. · Bill : ,,.-side slip as the biplane_, went by it. 

had told_ Sh.ottY- tQ.bring him along, "j�st� �'Just a coupl;e o£. b<?Y5: !"·�o want to 
in case."' ·_ ·A - fellow never knew what- play .rough," Red satd between �lenched 
'"just - in case�'. ·meant when Bill ·Barnes -teeth as the biplane came- ouf -of 'its dive 
gave the. warning. It might mean ·an y.;. _ _ and zoomed wildly . .  - It ��e . sweeping 
thing. · And_ the "anything'' might hap- . -back in a neat Immelmann as �ed pulled 
pen any ·place between the South Sea his throttle open and thf stick b�ck into 
Islan�s-_ and -� Arctic regions. - , · 

his stomach. Th:e orange-and-black bi- · 

He scanned the sky as he follo�ed .plane came r00ring, firing long before 
th'e · autogjr<i _ over the towering sky� , _h_e was within ran�e. · Red -couJd see 

· scrapers of lower: ._ �a.n;hattan and the - < _the fire dancing from the_ two machine 
East _Rivet • . 1ne ·on ly"things -that· cam� _- , gulls mo�� alQng- the.:· .engi� ·hQUsing. 
within.- his � ��. were a few ·wispy ·�-�' ·_ H-� waited ·u�til ,the bull�t.S: gegart to beat 

· cumulus · douds, th.e _sun, ·a.nd what - h� t�rough his port wing. · :J'h� he pulled . 
took to be- -a· oouple of army scout planes_ . -,� the stick back and let the biplane race 
flying along-� peacefully at about ten�:� beneath him. · ---- .. - . , 

thou�and feet. . 
· 

_ �.  � Red grinned as the -ship wet;tt under - J�st t9 be sure; he ·glanced at his in- .- -him.- · At the same time, he kicked the 
strument panel, cllecked his oil, gas, -. 

- rudder . and t:hrew the _ -stick.. The 
revs and temperature. Being sure was Snorter came around and ,Red1s - fingers 
a hobby with. Red. Being sure and in;t--�-�� tripped the triggers of_ l!is guf?.S . as� the 
provising s�ngs. Nobody, he told him- - biplane came across his :: §ights. His 
self, ever gOt ;any place with a leaky oil two machine guns ��nt a. terrific burst 
line. At �eas� -h e  would quali;,fy., . t�y -

,__ . of . lead into the biplane's <cockpit : .an� . 
never got -�Y- pla�e th�Y wanted: to -g�:· · ---� engine. ·· :·He saw the pilnt half leap 

· · The ·���t. -ttri}e .
. Red probed the sl<:y, htf'- �:· Jrom his seat and slouch. over the stick .. . 

saw ortly the _.:Sun and the wispy cumulus- as 'he "went by him. _· 
' 

clouds'. The �wo little biplanes had dis-
·

_: · · Then his eyes wideneg _·as he saw 
appeared. ae zoome-d the Snorter up- black smoke curling back fro1ll the en
ward and · · to sing again. - --· _gine housing of the · biplane. The 

Where the :dickens �d those two hi ... _- _ smoke beg�n to glow as flames - crept 
planes gone ? -· -. It had suddenly occurre4 �long the side� of the plane. 
t9 'him they" couldn't vanish so quickly... . . HNever get tough with a lucky baby," 
Th� · visibility was perfect. With a Red sa'id between his clenched teeth. 

· 

· 

qu�_ throw ... _back
· 

to. those days when . · ' . Suddenly the biplane ·zO(jmed. upwa�d . · 
German_ ·_F?kkers had come plummeting_ ·_ · �d . wallowed �ike a ship that is caught 

· at him ouf{)f:t\le �louds or s� he stuck in a heavy sea. T�n the nose came 
B B--3 : . -

, 

- . 

· 
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down and flames licked farther and far .. 
• • • • •• 4 • • • 

" -· · ther hack -a long t:h� bogy. The tail be� 
· gan .to whirl and th� _plane"'turned over 

· .-�- · and over as it .began i.ts di'zzy -d-�ce�t 
· . to earth. . I 

At · that. same -' instant Red · felt� h.i.s . . 
· own plane .shudder like. a poplar - leaf 
in a gal�. He.· kn�w th�t the· otb:er . )>i
plane had c<)me -up ])e��ath lU� til per
forate his- wings _ and- ·ftt��l�ge! He 
puUed his stick · ba.� tight ag�ns�- his-

-

I" 
• . _ ,,. .,.,.,. . I 

• 

-·-.• . . . ... ,. 
. .  
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-"Lousy," he said to ·himself. · H.is 
hand _ �as- steady on the . contrQl colqmn. 
His ha:zel eyes were· tranquil and �n-
tr_ 9ubled as h� :probed the sky. · 

.. . ' .. . . ' . _.A.S · T-HE oran_ge-apd�black biplane 
t.urn_ed tail and- raced :.away, BiU pu� the 
Tompiie gun - i11: . a rack b.estde, Shorty- · 
�P:G ttJrJ1ed a <;ues.tioning ··ga�� <?n Mike 
-Morales - and Saul Cox. · He saw that .... . - . -. . .. 

their· · bronze-d .Jace$ were ·.a trl.fle. . whiter · 
than usual. ·He s.mile-d at -t_hem to as- -. . . . . . 
su_re them that. �verythi�g· was all rig_ht. 

�-�no .a·ll of your men fly· .Hk·e that one, 
B�ll ?'' M" 'k ked - d · - . • - · 1 1 . . · · · I ___ e. as . · � ,a -�:nrtng Y� · _ 
.. uMy .g9sh/1 _ S.anfl:y. -interr�pted b�f,ere 
B_ill .could .speak .. .  �'He � catt't fly. .He's 
shot fuii · ·of , hqrseshoe� like �!:f�t- qtjince 
up the f. H , _ · 

. . . · " 

• 

. I 

· Sho · y swung around in his- seat an.d 
· fixed :him with a. steady _ -stare�-- · . It. · 

- . would. have 'been.·effecfive: {f the twinkle 
I 

· hadn't · been ip. .hi�- �y�_s. ··. _ .  

-

_ · uListen ,. Rich to fen,�, . .  Shprty :.be_gan 
· seathingly,. - � 'You�� b,�tter· J�arn to eat 
· wit�qu�· · � b_ib b�fore y��u .criticize your . .  ·� -. . · U . . 

. - · e de-rs"" . . . · . 
. ):,tq B.6!rnes' ;autQgyi:a: 

-

- .. ' .''Ntits J'! , ·  said ' ·Sandy . a.nd- his .right 
- t 

h. - d h 
. ·td· ... h

. 
. 

- �T- · ·h· . ..  ·� s· . 
- . · - - . .hand . $119t · out · to. - siop just un'<le:r _s omac. Cl;n. e. -

. 
_tt

_ 
t -::er_ �: . . - . e < , :nort-er. ; :snortyis-: -oose. · . ·Q.:yer th-� e.ncls ·o.f ·: -his. �me . ��

.-�
;and tur.ned_ � tt� b�C�: as -t he ·f:ingers :Ct:�rwle£1.- a JJark-,, brQ�t1 . object s�ond btplane-- dov;e. _ben_e.a�h )tf . ·. ' ' -· that ·writhed and dance<t· The mouth of . · · . As . Red . �me_ ou� 

. -o�
. _t�e tight _ }��P� _ . 1�_�:,, - Jnihg-- - - �ne� -��d · a · :red tin1g1Je _. he g�nn:d hts _ ·�otor. . �He �a�� ._tt� �U � - darted . forth. · · 

_ . the �s tt . woul�. t�ke.--.a:s- '�e- �.ent _ -��� : · . �- ' �Eey- !;; �- � Sh�rty · -shouted· and ·ducked . . a ternfic power dtve .
. . He saw �e whtte_ _ to--th� righ�: . At the same time he unface of the en�my ptlot glauCJng �ck COflseioi:tsJY threw the. �ontrOls. The and up · -�� _ him a&-

. ?e � �lo��d · �n_. ·quicle·- tnqvement thre:W . the : autogyro Then the btpl�IJ.e -�ent 1nto �� _ std_e slip,_ i.n�01 _.a. -sl)tl.p _ trill ·that in tn.rn tht�w.- Bill, executed a. cha�?-el1e 
.. and racep away 

_
l:n Mike and ·saul C:ox ,across th� , ea.bin . 

. the oppost�e d1re�t-10n. Be for� _ , Red _,- �c-
· .  _· ·· . - ia · _ off it k-id " · Bill roared _ 

· · . dlve the plane ·:v as . � �alJ rode · away. ·even keel. . Sandy -was double-d up with 
Re� .shrugg.ed hts shoulders,- t09k

. 
up a l�ughter. . 

· . · . position a thous-��d 
_ .
fe�t a�?�� t�e .auto- - HH·ow· do you 'like my pet, _f{.icken- . gyro and began to stng agatn_. backer ?:' .Sandy managed to _ say 

-"Oh, ne.ver get tough with · baby_, through _his -laughter.. · He rnbbed _ the 
· · · Never _get t-ough J- say ; 

. - tip o.f the ruhhet .§nak�'s. n�:e as-·S h<:>rty 
you'll . live· . much longer if you . h ld H ''I 1 , . loo_ . ·_ k. ed _hast_ :ily over hts � . ou · ·.er. . tt ·e don t'- · 

· · - · · _ P�rhaps till Judg:inent .. Day/'·· hoy afraid Q{ thnakes--?, Sandy .lisped� 

· . . 
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. "If you ever do that again I11 take . .  'Yas Miquel Mo�ales ·of
. 

Satne!fa, one 
you up ave� Long Island Sound an� ::, _of the Morales who � their .strain 
dunk you Jn ·:$ot. keeps/' Shorty said� - - .. :. back to the true Castilia�·,. possessed of _ 

.. '�You'd he:tter_ ···get 
_ 

'' ._ · ,- ... � -�- - all their pride of name a��?- bloo<L 
H·Pipe d� t'' Bill· shouted.- · He·�  .. _ . · HAll right, M:ike/' Bi11_?_$ttid, laugh

swung 'around · toward Mike and Saui_� · 1ng� "Let that ride. the· -�ing is I · 

Cox as Sandy�- grinning, dropped int� ,- ean't get mixed up in ap.y·· r-evolution. 
the seat besi-de Shorty. 

· 

· - _ · "'In. the first place, I don't like war. 
· . "Were thos� some of your friends· 

_ That may sound funny cQming from 
from Samerra ?" Bill asked. -

� 
· me. But it's the. truth. Pve tried to 

"Undoubt�qty their agents," Mike - - _ build up an organization that could 
. 

· 

said. Saul Cox nodded confirmation. · right some of the evils -- 1n · the .w orld. 
'�They mt:t$t �ave tapped your tele� _ W:e've built up quite _a� r-eputati.on for · . 

phone· wire/�� ' 13iU said, "·That's the w�y� . -ourse1v�s. We- /'� �- ·- �- . 
-they fou�<t ·: o�·t · J �'as going tt> �eet 

. � . . "That is what I' want·· tO- ·do , on Sa ... 
· 

you last night . too." .. . · f!1erra," Mike said. ut ��nt tt?· free ·my 
HThey've tapped everything I own," people· from the burden tpey have been 

Mike said bitterly.. He leaned. toward forced to carry, from the _ yoke . foreign
Bill, his expres?iOn tense and implor- c ers have- placed round rheir necks.'' 
ing. HBill, you've got to help me. _J ' � ' 'But I �n't �fiord to get mixed up 
don't eare aooot the power or the honor .· in a revolution/' Bill said.· ._ "My own 
that goes �it� _ the presidency . of S�- ---: government would .crock·· down on Me. 
merra. Thaf-means n-othing to me. But I would lose everything I have speilt 
I do care . �boot _tny people. They are� . , ,years in building up.'' � .  , . . ·, _ _ _  , 

bei_ng · exploited, Jiving like do . The �:- .. � "If ' �  
, - · � . . � ·_ · · . .  

·men 
. . 

wf)o· (ort�r�l the govern . �nt are· . ,: --.·· , �- Bill held · up .his: . h�� - �· :, -'1Wait a � 

stripping S�e·rra of its w.ealth, taking . >tninute, 'Mike/' he· said .. . - �-,1�� · going in 
it out of tbe: �ountry"' s robbing my pe� --.· _ :·with you. But when we<ief dawn to 
ple Qf the thitigs that are justly theirs.,. _ 'this other island we've got · to find �orne 
His eyes were glowing with an almost · other way of giving Samerra back · to 
fanatical light; his hands outstretched in. - s=amerrans than. fighting� f()r it. we'll 
honest supplication. -- . ._- � - figure a way out. We'Ll . - Pobble that 

Bill knew-�fhat he was sincere. That . t
- British syndicate and put you back 

he loved hi� !sl�d republic and its peo.� -�,, where you want to be. - . �-" Cox ?" 
ple, loved them . enough to sacrifice his -� : Saul C()x thrust <?Ut his hand to Bilt 
life in their '� half. -- . > '  • - - ,- -

· 
•• � • - �� ¥ike 11;or�les' eyes were shining' and 

. · '' I �'t ·. bie_r� you much money �. now: , �wer-e, perh;lps, a little· w:et . • ·_ . . 

. . 
. But I'll gu�t� -all your e�pen&es an� _ ���: _ '�We will, Bill,"' <Ai · s:rud� . 
· make . �-·· "ari y _ planes you might lose. ·-<� · .. < ·And Bill� gazing at - lhe- gaunt, lean 

Later on, �ben I am back at Samerra, face and the ice-cold eyes Q.f the man, 
I'll be _altle· to reward you," Mike_ was glap that be was gQing to work 
pleaded. · .. - . --on Struan Chamberlin, t!'te present 

Bill p�t a· band on his shoulder. ' 'I� tycoon of Samerra, instead- of on..bim. 
isn't that, Mike� - I don't want any pay.- _ - ·· : _. . _ r _ _ .:_ .. _ 

• . I . , 
, ·. . . 

''I wili not -.accept your help unless ·VI NARROW. ESCAPE 
. . 

you agree to s9me rep1uneration when ··-- . . SHORTY set the autogyto . . 4'own on 
I am abte·. ·.to pay it." ¥ike's head was . .  ·B arnes ;Field in a manner that _w as · sug
up now. ·. From his eyes shone that _ .· g�tive 'of a d� going hoine. for its 
fierce pride _thc�.t Bil1 knew so well.- He evening meal. R.ed Gleason flattened 

• 

.. 

, . .. 



. . . .  

• 

' . . 36 BILL BARNES -------------------------------------------------------------�� 

out the Snorter at � thousand feet.. "What are the towers along the fence 
. Without bothering to circle the field he for ?" Saul Cox asked. 

� 

brought it up on the apron at a terrific "Guards,'' Red answered. "All the 
speed� - . , wire fence is electrified. The guards 

"That," be_ said--to the grease mon- are supplied with motor · cycles to get 
key who �e out to trundle the ship .· around the concrete path� . fast. And, · 

into its hangar, "is that." of course, all the towers are arrned with 
. "And some day," Bill said over his machine guns and gas guns." 

shoulder, "you'll go straight on through Mike Morales whistled'. "He cer-
the hangar.H tainly has a corking place here. And 

"No such- luck for us," said Sandy. well ·a rmed. 
· "Why Mister Sanders !'' Red said in "It has to be," Shorty said meaningly" 
mock pr�test, his red hair shooting in · HWe've been gassed, bombed, machine
all directions as he whipped off his hel· · gunned ,. H� br�e · off shr-ugging 
met. "How� could .y ou be so unkind and hls s�qulders .

. 

unfeeling ?" · · 

· "Let's · wander over -to -the living 
"Stop your clowning/'. Bill bellowed, quarters," Red suggested.. '·'Bill ought 

glaring at Sandy. � "Red, this is ¥ike- to be through with the commissioner 
Morales and Saul Cox. You �d by now." 
Shorty show them around the field for But he wasn't through. He wasn't 

a few minutes while I run over to my th_rough for an hour after �ey arrived. 
bungalow and· get the police co111mis- When he came out of his office his face 
sioner on the wire. Come on over and was streaming with_ perspiration, He 
bring their bags ·when you're through." . pushed his blond shock of hair back 
He raced across tbe apron and disap- from his forehead and. whistled. He 
peared behind the Administration · , looked at Morales. with a ·curious ex
Building, his parachute JYdCk still . on his- pression. 
back. . "You're certainly hot," he said to 

Mike Morales and Saul Cox gazed· at . _ ._Mike. "I had to get the commissioner, . 
the rectangular field with respect� the mayor and finally the governor of 
Shorty pointe_d out the various build- the State. And even now I�,don't _know 
ings to them. )Vhether it is going to hold. We'll 

"All �of the seven runways converge have to get out of here and get out 
right ther� by the traffic tower o�, dis- - �fast while they q�iet the whole thing 
patch tower we .cill it," he· pointed . down. I'll leave one of . my best men, 
out. ".They are all lighted with border: Scotty MacCloskey,. my chi.�£ engineer I 
lights at night.. The long building -to handle things. . There'� a devil' s 
ahead is the · Administration Building. · cauldron brew.ing in N.ew York over 
The small one at the right houses a · all those killings. The papers are howl
fire - engine, .at:t ambulance, a crash ing but they haven't got - ��o· the truth 
truck and a miniature hospital. The yet." , 
one to the · left of the center is a com- "Do you want me for anything right 
plete airplane factory for repajrs and now, Bill ?" Sandy broke in. 
where Bill deSigns and builds his new "I do," Bill said grimly.. "I want 
planes;. The one to the right of the you to tell Martin to have_ the Stormer 
fire ho1.:1se there is where Bill keeps his and a Snorter out on the apron. Keep 
Scarlet Stormer and Sandy his Eaglet. them warm and ready to talte the air. 
All the .rest .are hangars f�r t}le Snorters Tell him · to check 'em before he 
and transports. That is, the ones that takes 'em out. Equip.ped for- <Jnything. 
face on the apron here." 

. 
Tell him to check the transport and 

• 
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. . three.·more.,Snorters and have 'em ready dinner with you the other ·night a� .
. 

to take off for well, _never mind a half dozen more ? · What's behindit ?" 
. where. All the £�1 tney11 �rry and ._, · . 

fully . armed.· . ·The. bombs -se t · on the , · · . MORALES . r� a- l� , �d over· hi� 
transport. · . . · � 

· 

·., . ttred eyes. as though to :.shut out. the 
''Then tel{ Tony Lamport �0 phone -�·, .. vision �f , the n:t� Bill �d ll!entio�e?. 

the guards a�d· instruct ·them · to keep_- " · S�ul GQJ} s. eyes .we�� ·h�t:tng tnto BtU s 

their eyes :open ext�a: wide. "-N� ·one · . w1;? calm tns.c.r��l?thty.
. . . . ,, 

allowed inside the gates without a check · . The 
_
.,
set-�p . Is as I tOld you,_ . BtU , 

· Qn. it from ·me. Have him phone the Mtke s�d. I kn�w. they ar�. t:yt�g · to 
observer i11- the· dispatch towet'· to keep z� get me, . Bu� ·w.as,tungtQP .. _t�..,. t tnter- . 
his -eyes in the air a.n4 report anything �sted , aeept to. a.Jd the p<>werful �oney 

. . flying ex�ra low imtil dusk and the tn�etests that have .stolen � my tsland, 
el�ctric eye takes oyer the j�. Got robbeq . xne hy � buy1ng my a:mY. : _.�ut 

· it ·?.?' ·· · - · from under m�.. . Th�y th1nk I rn , . 

. He hesitated a moment. "'The· Eaglet . altve I .m dang�rous. Herrara, Val

g�s in th�·- �port, doesn't she ?,. . tura an.ct a few:fi�reheads . are sup�osed . 
H·

·" · . · · . ·· - . · 
· 

t · .... - t , ·fl f .
. _-· ·f 1 . . :to be . m command of t�e go-yer�tnent 1s eyes were Jus a_ . rt e e�r u . . . - . h · · · · · · ffic. 1 ·b 

. �·'S 
� :·" . .. · " . . _ , , · · now. T e �qv�rn�ent 1s. uno 1a ut 

· he goes, · Btll srud. �ow sera� ·  . strong. - . Chamb.erhn and th� men be-He swung a: f?Ot at Sandy s r�treatmg hind �m are the govermn¢nt. ·· . . . . fig�re as the ktd datie<! away. . · · . . . "T�ere :ife ttilitors in . my orga�iza-. I
r, 

w�nt t� talk .. t? you. and Mr� · tton �ow. _ . . There· _ �re always trattors 
Cox, Btl! sa1d . to Mtke grunly, lead.:: and double·<:ross.ers in every conspitacy. 
tng

_ 
the way . i�to h�- com�or�le. l.iv- � . ·But ,peqple anq · itpe tnen. ·work�ng for 

tng · room. He closed the door-;� potnted · · me ori· Samerra: :-and the other islands 
to cha�rs and� �ffered -�em �igars. They · are Ioyai. 'I have no army· excep� t}J.e 
both lighted� ctgarettes.. Btll �t down ar�y of SamerraOc They will ?e. loyal 

· on
.
· t�e edge of a table, s��ng ht-s _

_ 

power- ---� to me i( .J can "njake one- �up. . I have. 
.. 

ful legs and� -lwked th�ghtfulty· out the · ·· some strong American money �ehind 
wind_o_w. S�ddenly !lis head came up: .; .· ·me. · They want to . see me take the. is
and_ hts eyes narro_we1.. - ;  -.__ :· . .  - - . -� - . land back. They know the vast unex-

�'What th� .what are· you . getting me:·� . ploited " tesour�ce�, ·of the · island.'' ·. _ . A 
into, Mike ?'' he aske�t "Come clean ! _ sardonic smile flitted on Morales' lips .. 
All kinds �£ pressure has bee_n organ- ·- �'They -are not helping me· · for nothing, 
ized to get you. 'I cquidn't s� t9 get · Bill !, · · �- . . � 

· . , .. . 
mu�h inforqmtion) . No" one that�l talked - , .. HJn , other wo�ds( Mike/' Bill . ·. said; . . 

to .knows ��y .. the State Depart_ment in . "you befieve that if you can sWOOp in· 
Washington· is interested in the murde� · ·." at the ri_ght moment and strike a para-

. . 

of -.a few �n from _.abscir� West In.,. � lyzirig·_. blow yo� ···�-an"' drive . out Cl:lam-
. d..ian Islands. Fortunately for me, there · berlin· and give· the island and its w·eatth 
wer� .

. 
plenty . of witnesses to the �attack back to your people ? Po you think 

those · twq . orange-�d-black qiplanes you're. justified in taking it that. way · 
· :tn��e on ,R ed· Gle�n. Such -thinis ·as by · for� ? . Isn�t there any court; . · any 
that have ·happened to me any. number _ tnbunar that can ·help you :win it �ack ?�' 
of t imes before. Tl:tat's out. But why Morales . got ' to his feet and paced , 
is Washington interested in the murder ._ nervously across· the room. �(Court? 
of ·· your · servant, the

. 
two men . found . · � Tribuilat ? Bah-! . · I  must_ take it · the· . · 

. . on . the water . front, the man who had way· I lost it. I -am contributing money . . 

. ,
. '• 

' 
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to churches, to the poor natives, to a . "We'll be up at the· north end .o f the 
· hundred -·organizations . 'now. The · .�island in th�_ -harbor until we ·are ready 
. money o.f the Americans that are back- to. strjk�/' Mike s_ai:d. f�If there is any. 

ing me. · · At least I know the .Ameticans \way t9 .ean1.�ufiage them from 9verhead 
will not tob .my people -as the· -othe,ts it might help .. '' · · · 
have done� - There .is o_J).ly o�e -law. · in . . . . ·:: .-"J'l� do that4 .Any place we can land 
the little repu�lics of the. tropics, · .BitJ� f9r f�el betw�-n Miami and Samerta ?�' · 
Force ! . · · '�"V{e must. b� . . -careful � wh� we get 

"If you l;<new how m_y ·people wete down _in the islands-,'' _ Mi�� . -said. · 
sufferin-g, · how they· are

. 
being. tortured., -" San· ) naQ. -.Pu�.rto- Rico will do th_e 

· killed, robb�d, starv.ed. r·' Trag.edy was · _ tri�k/' 1lH-L- -s�id. "We'-11 be· ,o1.1t of h_e.re 
in Mike�s- · . eyes now; �d Bil.l was · ·and in, Miami some time . irt the morn
moved. He·pac.ed back-_and forth �cr.oss . ing _ p�rh�ps t�·!1ight. 1�11 go over and 
the -room a half,. dozen tbtle$. Suddenly . get t4-e_ .. ba_ll ·really rolling. You'd both 
he whirled a.pd , po�nted a finger - a� Mo- better. stay :tincler c�;rver/' -
rales. �i� eye�: _ ·_w ,�r-e ·blazing. · · - "Qu·r ,: - s.t�.ff in. N:ew :Y ork-?'·' :Mike 
· -"'I · believe . in -·you) Mike/�- he·. ; s�d� - · as\<ed;. �ilL laJ)ghe�.- _ 

. 
_ _ · _ · "I believe . in your sincerity."' . ·One •'Fprget - it/'\ h:e _ �d�_ - _"I can get 

large fist . banged into Jhe · other� c:'I'll phone - calls through for: yon ·without any 
take �y men dQwn th�re to. h�lp yQu, da�g�r.. · But_ he __ careful' w-hat you _say 

· if they w.�ht to go� I can't order them .if you have t9 make . arty arrangements. ;! , 
to go: I'U have to _talk-wjth tl:t_ein.. B�t His fa£e_ was. ' :burning. __ His whole .body 

. I d9n'� . .promi� · I'm .g��ng to . -do �ny ·was .qui�ering· �with extitemt211t ·npw. 
fighting. · No� one. of my· .men has ever ·Mike.'s- 'st():ry . . began to povetail in his 

· . made_ an .attack withOut. a . reas:on. -_We · · ini.nd. -- . Mike w_as .fighting -a :fight l�e, 
· believe in· -�. strong deJens{ve. But I'll: belieyed -�n� T·he same way ,he:;· . Bill, 

'heLp you · get back your island . . . There·· � -ha4 had' to fight a SCQre of tim�. Fie
-are· other ·ways. than killing �pl e  .to ' could_ -- · ·see justification . . for tne- whole 
do�· it�" . . · · . . . . . ·_ . . thing. It wasn:�t just an.c)ther banana 

The· two · old .friends. · sh� handS · to · war as : it had looked :at- 'first. · 
seal the pact, , Th�n 

. 
·Saui C�x . eame· . � - - tr� : grahb�d at the·- telephon-e· and 

forward and ·wrung ::Bill's · ha�<L _ . 1 a$kea _ the -_ ·o.petato·r: · f or old. - ��scqtty'' · _ _ · 
-

''It ough� to .h� app�rent froor what -·_· Ma-cO_Qskey. A ·h eavy �ur <;arne ov-er 
_ ._ · y()U've alteady- seen that you'll hav'¢.: �o the: Vfire· . in a .moment�-

do some fighting," he sai.d; � -quiet smile · · - · � �.s�-ot ty ? ·win , y.o_u --c�h��k��over the 
twisting ' his · !ips. · "I've:· _-been i�-- eyety_ · � .�tr�to.spl�e..re_ , equipment _ on the foll:r 
country :down �he.re antt l1ve· ha� t_o _fight -.s�n· O�t�r.s! <t� _ Sea� let Stormer; and-- the 
. in • every on�-.- w e'te pretty well . �r.:. .. . . ·ca·rrie·r-trat1:S{?Q.rt' ? .. Martin. i:s working . 
ganized .now. After-· we· rea�h Viga: l · on the-.-ones- .I am· going· to :use riow . 

. will take .tny · lieute_n_ants· to ·sam·err:a. _ · H_And when you're. through with tha,t · 
They will he .ready to · take·· .c-omma-nd _ .. wilt ·you- gp �P to the �eteQrology ·de� 
of the· arn1:y: under my· direetion. 'f.he , part11;1e11t · - an'd - ask _ _  Crab\Jin·-- . a:p0:ut - the 
army. hates: Herrara. ; . I've . done these - b�st C4tnoufJ.age . . �Q U&e .on th� top of all 
little th�ngs -before/'. : . . -- . - . of them- .if. they are t� be -moored . close 

"Ho\\� about : t}leir air - for.ce ?'-• - 'Bill ·to -shore .down in the West Indies,. 
asked. (JI? ave . they an.y..-?" _ 

_ · Whe-n : you._ find out })ave all si�: of - �them 
HEight fast scouts a:_rid _fou·r bomb- deeorated.'J . 

- ers/' Morales said. ··�How soori are you _going to use-
. ''Any place 'l can. e6n-c.eal my planes · them, Bill?'' Scotty asked. . _ 

at Viga ?" "Ju-st as soon to-day _ as they're 
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ready," Bill snapped. 41The sooner the have bombs. Or if  it did, it didn't use 
better. I want to see you in · a half ·an them. Instead, it .drove at a steep glide 
hour. I'll ··¢�me over. Good .. by." straight toward the . guard's · booth that 

His bronzed face was set and hard . ·stood at the entrance to the field from -
... . 

as he slapped the receiver on the hook. · Leland Lane. . . 
He had cast' the die in his customary The guarq �t the door of the booth 
m.anner and n.ow that he was in the clutched his stomach with a shriek of 

_ thing he would give it eyerything he · pain as tbe W-tat-tat of a machine gun 
had. He .m oved across , �h� r<><:>m with · joined the �par of the .-diving motor. 
long decisive strides. Saul Cox, watch- . Blood ran f.rom his mouth as he curled 

. ing him, knew they had an ally worth · 
. up on the floor of the booth. 

having. · ·- ·-- . Bill Barnes' right fist rose in the air 
- ·"I'll be back after a bit/' he said · - to follow the steep fast �limb of the 

as"he opened t�e outer door a:nd lunged . . · orange-and-black biplane· . as it raced . · 
through it ·to nearly knoeJc_ Sandy off . · away to tfie west. Both horror and fury 
his feet. ' . . 

� gripped him as he started to race across 
"Come on, kid,'' he said, grabbing the concrete -toward the hangar of the 

· Sandy by. the neck. "I may need you.n Scarlet Stormer. The batt�e was on." 
A ruthless battle where a man's life 

.. HE FORCED Sandy to run t.o keep :was worth no more than . a r�ndrop in 
up with him as he started with long · -. a · cloud-burst !  . .  
strides down the narrow concrete path - Suddenly he checked himself� A 

· from his bungalow toward the trans- ·_ , medium-weight blue truck had swung . 
verse road in- front of the Administra- · into the Leland Lane gateway on two 
tion Buildi�. 

. 
. . : _  wheels.,. A half dozen mechanics who 

-· uEverything moving along all right ?" . � ·b ad  raced out of their · dMtnitory .·· to ... 
he asked Sandy. 

· 

· · ward the guard's booth leaped fran-
"Fine, Bill,'' Sandy said. "One thing tically out of its plunging path. It 

.-· 

I was wondering about, though. Well careened str�ight down the ·transverse . 
want amphibian gear on - the transport, road, cut to the right between the Ad
won't we ?" _, 

_ _  _ / . .: - - .  ministratiof1._ Building an� repair hangar 
. "Sure," Bill said. "R�ind me t{} · _

.
and �ame to. a .stop a few feet in fron� 

tell Martin... . I ' '  H� broke off . of the traffic control tower. Bill and ' 
and whirled to gaze into the east as the Sandy were racing side by · side as it 

. aJlproaching_ roar of a low:.flying plane came to halt and a man leaped from the 
came to his .e ars. He put up a hand . -driver's seat -leaving the engine run· 
to shield his _ gaze from the sun. His · ·.-�ning. 

· 

· - _ . -

eyes w·ere t:tarrowed to. mere slits and · Putting more drive int9·_ his power- . 
·his body was taut. , He . did. not get the - ful legs, Bill raced away from Sandy 
Iow-flyi1;1g plane und�r focus until it and caught the man as he started to the 
came roaring over the', field �_at the east left across the apron., As _ �ill whipped 
end of the transverse ro�d. . · . �.im about in his viselik� grip the man 

A curse ripped from between his · · .swung at his face with both of his fists. 
clenched teeth as he recogn; �ed it to be Bill . rocked ·his · head back (}n his neck 
a sister ship -to the orange ... and-black one with a vicious left hook that traveled 
Red had shot down. He held his breath - a bare eight inches. 
as it went . over the Administration The man began to scream and kick . 

. · B�_llding at a terrific spee�. like a thing gone mad� His face was 
· · · If. it carried b9mbs it could blow his deadly white; his eyes and_ mouth wide 

· 

three hangars to bits. But it didn't with fright. He tried to speak, but 

• 
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. 
. he could only ma�e unintelligible ·noises l1lt1 ?!� he groaned. · He expected to see . 
as he pointed toward the_ truck_ .Bill · the death truck explode at any · second . . 
glanced· at it and saw a wisp of smoke His eb.reath ·eame i� . agoniz�d gasps . _as 
curling ·out · the back. It, 'came to him he �tched. lhe kid ·racing 'to ·a certain · . 
with a sickening flash that the truck was death. . 

-· 
loaded with · �xplosives. _The m��hine- = - . u4�- it g9,- you. · (ool ! ''  Jte roared an.d- . 
gunning of the guard at the gate and � he b.egan to. run · d.Own the, field

. 
toward . 

. .. 

the arrival o.f the �ruck had been � timed it without knowing. his 1egs were in . 
. . to coincide t · · .e • 

•. 
motiOn. _ · 

� 

B-ill threw the in�n a dozen feef
-
away _. - A�� Sandy came ·io the- edge of the . 

from 
.
hini with a roar and started to- . last concret�· runwa:y he b�aked the car . 

. ward th·e truck, ·: Per.haps h'e could· reach · down: .. : and · .c·ut the ·wheel to the ,right. 
. it and get . it away - from the center of again·. As the wheels struck ·the mac-

. his buildings·. befot:e it blew _them a thou- . adam; heading tow�rd the- machine-gun 
. ' sand · ·fe�t into the _3ir� 

· 

· :· · 

• 

- . . targets, · he . jumped� rotting over and 
But. Sandy had anticipated hinL _. He over .a dozen · times before he could get 

-� - had s.ee� the man's_ face . cOntorted with to his · feet. With9ut a backward glance 
-� fright as he -Pointed at the- truck., -- And he staited . 

·a;· race . with death. , A race 
. . . he haq seen· that dim . �isp of smoke. he knew . he 'would �ememb�r as long as 
· ' His mind,. tr.ained � ·to_ co3rdiriate _ _ with : be liv�d� . · His · leg� · pumped up and _ . 
··-. his eye;· had 

. 
order�d' his muscleS into � down with all the strength -of his lithe, 

action. In . :a half dozen long ¢ides wiry .frame. Hi� heart _and lungs _ 
, he was on � -the rqtming ··bOard of the seemed ready to. bftrst. If .did . not seem . 
·· truck�- and ha_d thrown himself into the : he could bri#g his heavily �weighted feet ·. 

' ' driver's seat. . . �. . � .  off tb_e ground; l;fe dimly saw figures . 

. _
_ . __ . He . .  had �ot stopped to' reckon the -� � · - running· toward -him through the per-- . 

· .  danger to himself. He had .thought _ spira(lon · tha� Streamed down his face. . · 
only -of the lives· and the cbuildirigs and �- His lips wer� drawt). back over his teeth 

. pl�nes and · ·machinery that woul� be �-- · in. a�ny as -the whole world seemed to . · 
wipeq out w�en the . thing exploded. - explode behind · him-. 

· With- . that thought �n mi� he -
,� . He_ pitched: forward' on - his face ! 

· · slalnmed oft the bra)<es, threw the .gears · �:� . . _ < · ·- · . · · · · 

- in me_s.h and
.
·clamped down on the .accel- _. · BLUE FLAME-S crept along the 

.. era tor; He werit' around. the traffic-con- .- electrlfied fe:OC.e oJ -Barnes Field a.S tons . 
trot office th� way a racing driver· takes' '� of earth . an� ·.'concrete were hurled high 

. a banked turn. His tan�ed . fac� was into .the air;_ The inen ru-nning across 
· · white ._ as he:· whirl� the ·whe�l {o- ·the . the fl�ld toward · S�ndy were . thrown · · 
· right and stuck the nose <>f the - truck . headlong, stunne�. -· Others. standing on 

straight . q�_WJ?. · thy �enter concret� run- . the apron · sa� down, �bruptly� their eye_s 
� way ·t.¥w�rd �he fat:_ end of,_ .. t�e 'field. -. wide · ·with . sprprise. C· The ·glass r�tt1ed 

Bil� Barnes stood·_ with his . blond head out of every· winqnw within a half -mile 
_ thrown · baek., the muscles -of hi� face . radius. Stones beat a tattoo on the 
· _., working· in �ony as he wat�hed 5a.ndy roofs : of the ha�rs and � Administra

spe.ed the �reening car across ttl� in- tion Building. · . 
· terseC.tion where three of the main run:.. Bill Barnes rose- frotn hiS knees as 

' '"- � - ;,. . 
· .. ways crossed, to wliirJ the

. 
wheel ·to the stones thumped to the ground around .. - -

. left and down· a runway away frorri the him. He raced the' remaining hundred 
�·,. c9rner _pf ·the field where explosives · yards to:wa�d Sa,ndy . with his � - breath 

were stored. · - eoming in short torturous gasps. . 
.. "Why d�n't the· half-wit jump and "ff that kid is _badly hurt," he kept · 

. . . . 

.. 
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saying to hiins,elf� "I'll blow their dirty -�tartled him. Then h� ·grinned and 
island out of . the Caribbean Sea. · The · · ,hrus}:led his left hand . bef;{)re _his face 
murderin�(- -_:. :· �" ._ . . · . :. ·.:-::. ,.�·" a���th��n he · wer:e brus��t;tg:ca�ay . a · fly. 

He .rollyd . .  :S�4:Y over · :On his .. b�ck;.�� ',;_;; ���· was at a l<>Ss 'fot ·.w;Qt:ds ... · · · lie had 
... _,. � ' 

,_ . ·-- -�- -- ,._ . • 'i"-' • ·a nd Ioosenet.t l)is.· belt an� collar ���j!1·_� ": - :ife�er seen Bill s.o . move!i-.�- -� - - c  _ : • · 
he put hi� �¥': abo,ve his heartw He e�·�-->�.· _ . . - �"You saved all our liv.e�;-h�. 'Bill went 
haled a I<ing:: l]reath as he heard the ·-� �: �iJ� · 

· .' _.·,; _  --. - .  
strength of · ���� action. The kid waS: �:�·� _- � 'She certainly did go . b7J.�ln Sandy 
just stunn�d� If he had been fifty yards ;_ $�d. Bill grinned and became himself 
back he wou_ld_ ·probably now be buried-� ��-again. · . 

� ��:: ___ 

· 
in the bo�-oill -of that great yawni�g. �--- ·  - " Shake your useless earcass out ;of 

· crater. He o ·{ulped as he realized. wbat- -�:� here as soon as the doc ·�ill let you,'' 
S�ndy ·�d -�qqn�� what courage he �� - �;,.�.e sa{{}. "We've got -plac�· - � �go."' . ; . 
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T��.--.·��S.; th� ·w�:d·, �� She�;· -��- �.�v·f}::, �·0 -F� TO sAMERii��:._, . ,
. 

� ·  �.� :. ·; �---gu�s ! And -��� .Q!l.tnd that told btm ho.w· � , ; .:.. · ··. � - .·� _.: . . 

· 

-� --:-;. _ >;:c . � 

� 

to use - the_m_, :af . t9pmost speed,. He �·�,;_· ·, _Tf.I�-- EMPLOYEES�· �::'ttL . Barnes . · · 
knew that 1f _$andy · hadn't driven th�.--. _: <Fie1d were still milling around� when . he · 
truck away · it�� �quld have killed at least_ ��-�e_nt out on the apron .. <A-"' number of · 
a hundred peop1e to say nothing of wip� ' :_them were down at th� �outh_ end of 
ing out every� building on Barnes Field . . -� Jbe field gazing at -the- gij.�� yawning 

Dr. H_ump�rey leaped off the fr�nt J-' . �9le the truck's carg_o -��� i()rn in the 
' -seat qf the·�·field arnbulance as- it came · 

_ 

·�ground� , He -could see tflat� the south-. 
to a stop bes:id.e them� · The driver stiq· ._� � �east corner of the fen<:-e-. . h�.d been torn . 
a litter out . 9f ! the ba�k while t�e. doctot -.�.:�way.. . He h9ped. the g_uar:d�. -iii�� the tower 
bent ovei <S�P'Y- ··< He· looked n.p atl4'··:.:·�r �}t :e;s�apea� ·The . otl}�f··:.�at-.d; .� .he. · 
smiled ·at laU.i . �iter � a". m,omen.t. . · . , · .�>·��.: J�n:ew, was d·ead. . . . · �.:..�: ··_: ,·-� '_-J·� · . . ·�� 

"Just st�ng�,t, he said: ''We'll r�s�··�� '- · . .. 0 Alf his . fliers Mike.- 14-9..��
·
"· ·saul 

_ 

him ove1: : �n(f get ·him in bed. T��,:o �:�G(}� and Scotty MacQ.!>skey were 
was a courageQUS· tl)ing to do, Bill. r�� . . _ gather.ed in a huddl€ b:�l:tind the Ad
kid _has m·oie · 0-f the stuff . it take� than�_:. ministration Building-. - Bl!)_ �houted at · 
most o£ us·.�-,, _: A � .. -

-
- • 

� --��----?Scotty MacCloskey. .. -�. · 
. - · .-

• 

" Than . a!f. �f_ us," . Bill said, huskily_.;��,.-:.-> HS�tty ! . Get a flQck .. :,af men out 
They hfte4_ S.an?y tnto .the an:b�f-e�_ ���ere �0 clean off tmtt.-·-4�ter run :way. 

and the d��or c1tmbed 1n best de htf!i--J�t�A:n<i h-ave Martin run -., -an-&.iner- .Snorter : · Bi�l cliJDb.e<t.:$ 'th� front ��at with t���j�;rl�t on. the apron." . · .. '!·�,:. ;,,,,���<�''· ·. · , 
drtver, H�-� �� �old, ,shqktn.g.. S����;� �i;�-.��{Did they�-- g�t .t�e, � g��-� ���-:� \V�- driV:- . freckled -p.��,- �{.!� mop_ of carrot .l��1_ r:.r;jili'g that truck ·?H- Bill _a$�� Shorty, as -

· bobbed
_ 

be.�_?!�,� � ht� . eyes� : He wo'flf� �)fhe came running towar-d_ ·;l!�� � . -, never fo��etJhts "thing the kid had do�7· ",�'-- "Did they get him, 1'��]f;?1! Shorty Sandy s .e-yes--were open and he was 
·: �cL H. r 'b l - - 00 tn 

· 
grinning irt 9. siCkly fashion when they.. sat 

h 
ts 1�5 a:�j; ope\ 

h; enu�ct- · · 
carried him pver f� the hospitaL Bill ··• ate � e wor �· 1 ,  ey g_ � · · tm. . ou . 

· 

·went in · for - a moment. · He shook _ _ oug t to see tm · � ·� · , 

· .·· 
... 

, � 

Sandy's hattd-� .and tried to look ha�,g- �-· -�- HWhere is he ?" · : � ._. 
_ 

. 

- -

. 

· 

boiled . . It �as a pretty hard thing for ·:. --_��� ,.HW!'tat's left of him '" .is,:- .tn the brig. 
hirn to do_ af· :the. ?Domen� "That was-:· ./·,But, Bill, things are pon�iJ;l�t 'There 
t}Je bravest�:. " -.thi�g . .I , _,e:ver . .  saw 

. 

a , man.· r�.�� at:� ·._a ·-�il,li<>n cops ·�ng, ·?��\¥��,. nos�ng -
do, kid/' he. sai(L -_ Sandy looked af llinl: . -� l!fiJUncJ. If  you�re . thi'qk.l,n:g: Q�·· tak1ng 

· ·
. 

in surprise.. · ·Th_e-�intensity. of Bill's ton'e � ):>n this job with ·M oral��. ' ;yo�':ct better 
' 

•• • 
• 

• 
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. 
. - -forget it. We'll never be able to get 
· away from here for a month. I " 

. · "Forget it ?" Bill interrupted. 
. _-"Where' s Red-?'' Shorty. pointed. 

" I . want you two birds to stay here 
on the apron," Bill said grimly. · "Stick 

· right alongside your . Snorters.. I f  you 
_hear a plane . drumming overhead get 
in .the air and. get there · fast. I don't 
thin� , they would be insane enough to 
come back again, but you never can tell. 
Th.ey might come back with some· bombs 
to finish the job. They're after Mo
rales and they want to cripple us. Stand 
--· " He broke off and cocked his . . 

· head on one side like a terrier who hears 
0 

the distant footsteps of his master. His 
voice . rose to a bellow as he started to 
run. "Red !" he roared. Shorty fol
lowed him� The three met and Bill 
whipped out orders. ·. 

"That's the same ship coming back !" 
he said� "It'.s a Type-3 Hawk and_ she's 

.
. 
high. . Ride it down. , roo �hree of us 
can force him. Don't hit him. I want . . 

the pilot." They raced for their planes. 
The crowd of mechanics swarnu'ng 

on the apron had seen many a ship take 
�he air from Barnes Field and · :from . 
other fields'. But . they had never seen 

. . three ships take the air the \Vay those 
· three did. , They literally blasted the 
· planes into the air with determination, 
·· after incredibly short runs down the 
· rock-strewn runway. How they · ever 
avoided a shoe blow-out will forever be 
a mystery. 

The tvvin Diesel motors of the 
Stormer roared with the rising· cres
cendo ·of a bloodhound on the trail as . . 

- Bill brought .'the wing flaps down and 
took it into the air. Climbing with 

. . short fast spirals he was at twenty thou
sand feet in four minutes. · Adjusting 
the flap crank and propeller-pitch con
trols · he added another five. thousand and . 

· leveled off. The two Snorters were 
_ still ten thousand feet below him as he 
si�hted a speck that was the plane he 

. · had heard. , · 

-

. . . 

. • 

• 

. ' . . . . . . . -
. . 

• 

.. � . . . . . . . ..... ·. . 
. . . 

. . . 

• 

. . .... 

. .. ..... . 
: . - -·' . -

\ . ; . . . . A�.· . . : --. . . .. . .,. . • ·." .. 
• . 

His �yes were grim spo�s of .fire as . . . . 
he scanned the instrument panel bef_ore ' . .. · 
him. He whirled a dial on the radio · · 

. . 

panel and said, ''Shorty ! .. Red ! Stay · 
under him. He's coming back in the · 
sun. I'm going to dive. Keep driv- -
ing him down, but don't . hit him. I . . . ·. want him alive.'' , 

His eyes were slitted and gleaming . 
as he shoved the control column for- - · 
ward · and blasted his ship into, a power. . 
dive. His speed was terrific .and mount- . -
ing higher. He saw the white, upturned -- , 
face of the enemy pilot a� he tripped · 
the trigger of his two machine guns. 
White death streamers cut a path above 

• 

the head of the biplane. It, in turn, 
went into a dive to e'scape that torrent . . · · . , 

of lead. . · . · 
As. Bill leveled off and whipped back 

in a chandelle he saw that Shorty and. · · 
Red ·had closed �n on the biplane and · . 
had him neatly trapped betw_een their · 
fire. The pilot tried. desperately to out- · 
maneuver the two Snorters. He. was · · · . . . - . 

losing altitude and. he was becom�ng. · 
gesperate. Shorty darted across his_ gufl: · . . · 

.. 

sights _to lure him lower. As he · dove 
on S"horty, Red whipped · around and . · 
forced 4im to dive again. From Red's . . · 
thin, grim lips was coming a song with-

• • 

out mus1c : · · 

"Mary had a.n airplane, 
. And how she use� to fly, 

But everywhere she took it, 
Red was in her eye." · 

"You �urdering li�rd," he raged as 
_ ·· he came up and ov-er in a tight loop, 

"I'd like to get in your eye." 
Bil� was back in the fight again . .  The . .  

waters of Long Island Sound gleamed 
blue and green- in the sunlight a thou- . 
sand feet below them. · Bill was holding 
a position directly above the biplane. · 
Red a-nd Shorty were riding it on either .. 
si<ie. They had flamed l;>ack . and forth . 
across the 'sky with the enemy pilot try- . 
in.g desPerately to use. his . _guns effec- . . ·� 
tively. The man could fly. _ ·There _was.· . . : · . 
no doubt of that. :fiis desperation had .. . 

· .. 

• 

• 

• 
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BILL> BARNES · . . . ·_·-, , . 
; .... ,. .. 

' . . . ' 
. 

� · _ ·  added to his skill But he was like a 'em anything. I'll tell 'em. We'll be 
·-·�·:·-' : · fly� caught in the web of three spiders. there in a ·few minutes." ; ,·.: ; :··� - . . The police commissioner, a couple of 
- - · .: :- . . · · BILL fired a round directly over the deputies and a half dozen lesser offi- . 

· . :.·_ . .. . ·. 111a.n's head. · His f�e turned upward. cials were waiting on the apron as the 
. It was drawn and white. He bent over three ships rolled in and applied their_ 

· - � - hi,s stick and suddenly -swooped down- brakes. 
: · · ·: : . ·. ward toward the wide beach. . The two "What's �U this, B�rnes ?" the com
.. . ._.. . , · . -: -Snorters hit the beach at nearly the missioner asked, his close�ropped gray 
· · : . . ' :  . .. �: . precise moment his wheels touched it. mustache · bobbing up and down, his · 

·., - :  .. : .· · Dropping:. back, Bill fishtailed in be- gray eyes hard. Bill gazed at him for 
. . hind him. As the biplane pilot . climbed · · a moment silently. His bronzed face 

· . . : · . ov�r the side of his ship and started to was harder than · the · .commissioner's ·. 
· ·. : :.,· · run, Bill whipped an automatic from a eyes and· 

· there were lines along his · · : . · · . side. pock-et. The man collapsed on the cheeks that · gave him a haggard, gaunt · <<· . . � . ·beach with his second · shot. He strug· appearance. . 
_ 

-

.

-
. ·  

· :: __ ,,gled to his feet, btit one of his legs "You know as much as· I - do," ·Bill 
· · 

· 

· 

_, . buckled under him. He was holding a said. "It's all part of the thing we 
.

· . . : · shattered kneecap · when the three came talked about yesterday. I have a pris-. . : · . . ·_ . ·up · to · him. A string . of invectives oner· for you. · He's the man who was . · ·,> ·;. .
... rushed · from between his lips. piloting ·t he biplane. that flew oyer our · . . ·· 

· "You can't mak� me talk, see t" he guard tower and murdered one 9f my · �· . . s.riarled. · None of the three .spoke for men. you can have him and the man · . -. · · . a moment. Their narrowed eyes ·were who was driving the truck that tried to . , �· : · ... · . d�adly and menacing 'as they bored into destroy us. But I wa-l).t to be left alon.e. . ·· :.· -_:� .. . · . .  ·h.im. Fear crept in to join the pain in · I have a job to do and I've· got to do it. 
-. ,·· . � .. _.his eyes. . I want to take my men and my ships 

"Don't � ·'Yt;rry, you'll talk/' Bill said off within a few hours. When I do 
. quietly. "Get � ·- �t�-�-.aid:· .. kit, Shorty. that you'll have no more of the trouble 

. . · · We'll fix .u.p�·::·:.J;il:S:· : ,t����� ·�- TI.\�n �e'll tie that yo�'ve had in the last few days. · 
.· _· �i.m ' up ,and. stic� hiin�J�.:.��({}?��k of the Is that a bargain ?'' · 

. 

· 

,: ... .- ·· S�ormer." · · �  . · .. .. ·
. _. · 

. , ., The comn1issioner chewed on his lip 
.; 

. · · 

. · As the three ships climbed into the for a minute, hesitating. At last he 
_. 

, a.ir again and turned � their noses to- bobbed. his head up and down in unison. 
. ward Barnes Field, a r�d light gleamed with his mustache. ; ;  : . .. . . . : . ·on the radio panel .of the _ .Sto!mer. Bill "All right, Bill� I'll probably . lose .. : · ·� , · 

. . . · . . Hipped a switch and listened. my job. But go ahead. When ,Y
ou . ' ·. · · · "�Calling �· B. CaUi�g · B. B." come back you'll give me the rtght 

. . . , "0. K., Tony/' Bill said. story ?" · .- .. "Did you get him ?" Tony asked. "I'll tell you anything you want to 
. . "He's riding home with me,'' Bill' sa_id know," Bill said. He pointed. to the 
: · · · grimly. . . fiaure slumped down in the tiny rear h 

"The ' "The police are raising merry �hat'll compartment of the Stormer. . re s · 

. .;· · you have," Tony said. "They think the tnan who did the machine-gunning. 
. 

. 
, . there is � something funny about the He says he won't talk." 

· _ . . : 
.:::_ · .. . three .of yo� shoving' off." ''Oh, he won't, won't he ?" a burly, 

. . .· . .  · . -_ _ : . , · ".Tell �em to keep their shirts. on," · red-faced inspector growled. -"Maybe :. · ·:<:_._ .. '-: > Bill said, irritated. t 'Tell 'em I've got · .h� got that idea from readin·g f;iry sto- · · 

· ,�� ,;·:".'/_ ·. �.-something for . thenl. Or no, don't tell rtes." - · 
. �.-· : ' . ' ·' 

' 
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Suddenly the biplane zoom.ed upwarc! and wal
lowed like a ship that is caught in a heavy sea. 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . .. -. . .. 

. . .. . . - - -;...-- - . . . ' . . . ·• \ .. -
· :· < -_-gazed .' -down the field :at-:the huge yawri-- h�.d to one

-
side for an insfant ·arid- lis-:_.�-:T> .. · · 

--- i� · -crater and rriangled· fence, then tened to thei_r steady monofonOtJ:s ·roar- 7 

• :· . _

-

. 

. · · · :. �ept · the windowless buildings · along ing� A �lmet of white leather with:<:-. ·· _.: :_· . _- - the. apron with his · . eye�. ' . ·ear. _phones' · ·attached fitted 'snugly ove'r ._· : . _:�. 
· .. - :  · The muscles in  · his cheeks bulged his blond head. 

. 

-

.. 
· . 

-
· . �-:_ and hi-s fists· .clenehed· as · be thought bow � Directly behind hitn, · i� -the command:-_· . ·: :.= .:.-
, 

-
. close to qeath they had been: He ·had· _ · · ¢r's. seat, sal · old . Saul Cox. · He was· '·: ,

.--.
.

. · .
. 

· . 

_ 

in<?re . . reasons· 

-than merely wanting to watching Bitr s .- evety· movement -with . __ ·: -< . · . 
· ·help Mike Morales now� . . · ·They, that · keen interest. In the port pilot's · seat - �

- < ·· 

. unofficial crew .-of.- murderers behind the · ·sandy was -ch�wing lustily on a· thic�, .-- _ -.-. --.< . 
· - presidency of . Samerra, had no. thought _ ham and ·cheese sandwich. · · Bill - -gazed_ · .-- . �

as to the damage they did · him, while· at' him . jvitQ:-_u·ncotieealed - a:nnoyanc·e.· · .. .  -.). .:� : -�--
.. they tried to murder, Morales. - · "If · you - ever get to heaven ·· ·you'll _ ·. - . -� . 
. : _ . . Well� he'.d give · them_ so�hing to : . _ enter the gate·s with a sandwich in· yo1:1r -_ -- --, .. 

think about. H-e wouldn!f wait for them hand," he ·.said . . · . : -- ·· - - · · . 
· 

-- · · . . -
.to come to him· again. He'd _ go to_ ·

.. "Gee, Bill.,'� Sandy said. "I .didn't . . .  _ 
·
-them. _ - He shook Scotty MacCloskey's-- liave· a- _chance to ·get any lunch. I ·h ad · · .. 

-- : 
· - . extended �and. Hi's arm came up above= · to pack . my stuff and get all my :para- ::· - - � ·-. · 

·- his head-. The dispatch tower acimowl- - pherpalia ready." 
. 

· 
· _ - : ·: · 

·-. . · _ edged� ·The. motor qf - the -first Snorter. "Your what �'1 - Bill -snapped. · - · , -· · 
in line blasted. · A -signal flashed. The . 

·';My· strait-jacket and - " � _ . .  _ 
- Snort�r rolled forward as the brak�s - Bill . swung .around in ·�:lis- se�t . and -_ 

. <were re�ed/ Red Gleason grinned as -
: glared. · . "Listen, . · .. ·you �alf-..wit t'' ·h� . . �::· . -. .. 

· · he gunned his motor. From his lips roared. · "Where ��d� .. · you_ thin� _yOtt're:: ·· .: · 

came .a _popular soog : .URolling'· Down . goipg! This' :i��'t . goirig to ' be· a pi�ic.- - .
.

.. 
· .. 

- to Rio'·' . _ - -·· · . .  You'll - be · lu� if y<Mr · do�#t get ·your - ::,· 
.... _ ,· 

_ _ · His· · hand came- up as he -open head-- s�ot off�,. . . - · -
· -

·.. . . 
-- __ . 

· : - the · tlin,;ttie. - -The Snorter h�ed �'H�<=kJ Bitt," S��y pr:otested... �·we 
·
_:: _ . .  

· --s-wiftly · .doWn the field and left the sur- may -be gone a long_ time. . Ju�t: �cause -.- .-�
- -

·· - __ face \.vith a S!J)OOthn�ss and grace that . a fell9W is ·g9ing: to get his. head -shot · ·.- .�· 

· _ _ -was typical ·of . the hand o.f ·Red , Gtea- off isn't ,�riy reasotr he can't ... have ,a li�-· · .- . . .  
son. · He spiraled swiftly upward, then tie 'fun �forel@rid,. is it ?'· . . . - _ . . _ 

· -
. · 

.began - .. swinging in wide circles while Bilt didn't answer b�use he.- &4n't - - . . 
� · · 

.. 
··th e  next and' the next - and the next have an �at:tswer.· He sho.Ok his .' head_ in - _ _ : :  

· Sno� · took the air to join him. djs� and plugged - in the intetplane -:· ·: : 
.

. 
· ShOI'ty flipped a .ha nQ. in. the air as phone conneeti()n. · Saul Cox was grin- ·. 

:· · i the twenty-£our hundred . �orse-po�er-- ning broadly� a· gesture not a little alien • .  �-
� 

. - ·engines of the sleek Scarlet Stormer to ·rus' nature. . __ · · 

- _ thut.J4�f�d. -. ·· The flaps came down and In a tiny cockpit, the- farthest- pPint ·:_.> . 
. : _ . tf1e wbe�l.s of the long, . streamlined pon- forward. jn· the huge_ transport, - sat a ·_:: , .

. 

· . toons left the· .concrete. The amphibian . grim-fa�ed - man of about twenty�ght . . : -
-. 

· _gear - rose smoothly to cuddle itself in , Betweet't'· his - feet was a recta�gular win:..�; · . · . - · its bed .beneath the leng fuselage. - -The . l ·do'v through wnicll he could gaze .down.'
·
:::·:· .. -·· · · 

, - Scarlet _ Stormer- joined t� circling . on the· botnb sigh�s� Befare ' him · was· a·· · · 
-· . -. . · _Snof1ers over,head as Bill climbed into m(:}<;hine. gun mounted so that seat, gun .. · : - .. . 

· .
- ·_ the : starboard pilot's seat of the . · and- dome above his head swung s:Hnul- .. :�-� -.� ... 

·· .. 
· "B-T�3t' the Eaglet carrying transport. taneously .at a turn of a wheel . · The� .,

_
. _- ·: -

. · .  :· . Bitf �lipped his · flying boots irito the dome. was made of a tight steel' ftam� ·- _ < . 
_ 'tudder_· stirrups and fed juice to the twin _ · . work into which were ·c e�ented · sheets

- __ _ .
.. - _ 

. .  _superi:harf{ed engines. He cocked - hits , of amb�r-tiitted transparent material to : � · 
· -

: 

. , . � . .  -. . 
' . . .. . . : . . . . -

-
-

.· 
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. . . . . 
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-
• 0 
.. ' 

j� -
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\ . .  '• .· ··. .. �· .. ., ,• . . . - -
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. . -

: :··; � .. ��c : ·>48 ·>·�:,:..�"' ·: :  >. . ·._ ><-.·· ; · · 
. · · . · - . . · . _·: .. · 

.. 
. .-"' · . . · - .. .. . .. .... ... .. . - - . . . . • . . . . ·. . . � . . . .. - . . -.- .... . . . .... -.. ·--. . 

Bitt· 'BA·RN$$' · · . : �� . 
_:-

, . . " . , .. _ . 
' · : ,_ .. ·. _ _ . . _ _. ._ ... - - _ ... .. . . .-. -' 

' . 
� . .. . . . -:-- . ·- . ... . . 

•
. t .  - ' . 

. . . 
�c�. · ,

. 
__ - • • • :.>� _ ·  · ki.U the · glare of the sun. Looking back . .- : _·. . . .·- ·:·-:._ .. :. over either shoulder he could see the 

. . ,,. "• .. ,; .. 
- - � -

-.J .. - : . _,.. . .  :·);: � ._:·:···_' 
.. · ·-�twin Diesel · motors. Directly behind -;��-- - :�.�-�--- · ,.· ):lim �as a small compartnlent illumi� . . . . . ' . 

.. 

· �::.->?· · · • · nated by two J)ortholes. In the ceiling 
:-

.
· . · .. ··

. - ·of the compartment was the radio in
· .  - · ��- · staUation ; in . the floor, on either side, 

, - --���· · · · o::were n1etal trapdoors covering the land-
_.:· .. :· �'- - · .ing- lights:- On each side were racks for . 
_: ·. -� .... - ._ . · •bombs� ·· ·. 
_ --::

· 
___ .· · 

· -=--
·· . . As the. man · connected his ear phones, 

. .  - - . · . Bill spoke to him ftom the· pilot's com
. - -� · -� pa-rtment - above. "Everything all right, 

. 
· - � -· -. ·._·:Harwood ?" - he asked. . 

. 
. 

:·' · ·· �: ; . · : •o. I<:, sir," Harwood answered. ·-
. 

_ : . - - : · · ·:.·Bill · - repe"ated his question:::. �to . Miles, 

' .. �. . . . . . ·-
. . . ---.; .. 

. 
-· 

-with the precision. of · an- a�my · squadron. . 
. . . 

· Red Gleaso·n dropped 9own · to -take a .·_ 
position slightly to starboard · of the 
transport. Cy . Hawkins took_ a position ... ·-- · . · 
on the port ·side. - Above . a·nd . slightly _-:· 
behind "Bev" Bates and Henderson fell -

• • 

in the parade. . And far· ·above in the 
lead, Shorty Hassfurther streaked .. along_ 
in the sleek bullet that was the Scarlet. . 
Stormer. .. 
. A fiat) _ billowing mass of . clouds · 

stretched below .. the trim · little squad·ron 
· as . it swung . to the south. Here and . 
there a great white .peak jutted . upward 
like the spire of som,e mighty cathedral. .,.. . · ·, 
Above the· S·eptetnber sky was a great 
�ult of _ clear . blue. ,Only � the steady ·. · · 

·- < :  
· the 'mechanic in charge of .the lowering· · -··.· '_ :. ·. · pnd. raising of the Eaglet · and the re ... 

. 
_. ,· .. · - -· �ractable machine-gun turret in the cen. ·_ · -� · .. : t�· ·section -of the fuselage .. · And again 

-
- · . .  ·: · · to_ : - Charlie,. the cook, who - manipulated 

· roar of their motors broke the tranquil-- . , : 

. . .. . . 

· · �---� _: _ .. · both the galley .stove and .th� .machine 
,; · · -. ·· ·---gun in ' the ·. cOckpit in the taiL · -Th e-' m�

. :· 
. .-. · . _ chine ... gi.tn cockpits_ in each o·f the wings · - . . 

: .  ·. . . 
· ·· · . _\.-·: .. � ··abaft the engines were empty. But 

. lity a�d abys�l quiet. . -· · · 
. .  The motors roared and the voice o..f 

Red Gleason sang .tenor to the ·bass ·,Of .. his· motor � � . . _,/ :. · · :. 
. ' ··  

-� .. 

"Oil; you .can pack up your back 
With a · Foreign Legi()n s ack� · 

. Or you can A-dqn the nayY -; blue . . · ·
On ¢e . land or on the. seas, . 

� - .
-�:·· 

. . . . . · ·· · 
.-:� : �- .,

: -
.
-.:.: - _ : _ · , �Saul Cox, · who s.mil-ingly told Bill that 

:.·_- : · -\!:� · · · . -
·: 

_ , 
· _ _ :: . .  be could · operate a machi_�e. gun, had .. 

·. 
--: ·�---

� 

-�-- .: -�· volunteered to inan one of -them in case 
You can get wh�t yeu please_ . · . · - .  · ·_ 

. .  
_. . . If tliere' s half · a man in you. ·� ' ".. 

But when · you've made every grade · 
. .. . 

. .. . - . 
· : ' : · - · of ·need. Bill intended. using· Mike Mo.:.. 

_ � . . ·.. - �  rale-s jn the ·other after Harwood had ·- . . ·._- · -_· :>·· : .  ::· . ·. _

· - .. . ·. gi�n him a couple of lesS6J.lS. 
. · 

_ -. --�-· .. · .  · . _: _ · · : · l�ill' s lips were a thin, �tim tine across . . 

-

_ · · : :  hi:s -: face and; th-e knuckles of his hands 
:__ - .. - . .  \vere white on the control wheel as he 

" - - threw - the brakes on the carrier-trans-
. . · -- port. · The-. ..  big transport rolled down 

. . ::. · ' · the concrete with - wnd�rous · grace, 
· 

. · __ •· · ·· . quickly gathering momentum. As Bill 

• 

. I . • :effsed- the stick back he turned to smtle 
' -- · , - - a( Mike Morales. 

. � . . · �'Well, Mike," ·he said. "Here's where 
= 

• . . 
· 

• vve win back your marbles !" But the 
: , . _: teiise, set · expression on his face belied 

· � ··; - .' . ·_'the lightness of his words as he took the 
_. . · ·. . . htige ship into the air in a long, low 

.:-- . - . .. climb. Circling to gain altitude, he 
: --- -��-� -:. � . . -_ bi"<>l:lght · the transport to a position a 

-,��---�7_: ,·:_: . , \ittle· ·below �- �car let Stormer and the 
· · · .,:��-�,. :�- �- �tour S·norters� , 

· . ·_ :_· � .. ·._ · ·.- ·:. 'fhe · six· � shi_ ps fell _into formation . . 
.. -. :: . . � .... -�· . . ... .,. -.. ? ....... 

' . -. -,-• • • -• .. 0 • •  _:. ....... "· - -· - . : . ..... -... . _. . ... _ - . 
' \ . · .. ·-. __ ._._ . 

. . . 
. ·- . 

� . - . 
• 

. 

• 

' 
• • 

-

. In old Bill Barnes' parade, · 
Every· goof in. the woof 

-:Knows ·you're- there. 
For you must come strong, 

. . . : . --. . ·. 

Or you don't l ast long -- '· . 
In old Bill -B ariJ.Cs' p�ade !" ·. 

"Come home to honey.f' Red shouteq . . to himsel f. "There'� my masterpiece. 
· I '11 wow the girls in Samerra with that ·· · · .. 
one. I'll have to remember that.'' 

Buf ·be knew:. he wouldn't. · He could . 
never remember any of the songs he 
improvised

. 
when he got on the ground · . · - . . . 

and there was ·no ·motor roaring out _the · ·- - �--
bass. -·· · · 

' . . ' .. 
. ' 

VIII DO- G FIGHT 
. 

. . . ·. -. . •' . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ' 

THE GIANT, low-wing carrier· was :_ · . _ . - · 

boring through . the air . at a steady two -· 
_hundr.ed miles· an hour� t� cruising ,. 

·· speed· Bill -had told:· Shorty to hold. The _ 

September sun -shimmered and glistened . :·-- · 
·B. B·· I ·3 

• 

. ' 

. - . -·-

\ 

' 

.-- -
. . 
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- On: the n1etallic. �ings and through· th� couraging-: it s-ecretly as _ it \¥ill help : . 
·_-,: 

:indescent -arcs of the whirling propel- mask our _ acti�rts . . The commanders .).f _--

.
. 

'; 
: :- · · 

le�s. Bill lifted-his eyes to sean the air the several companies of infantry and · �. 
_

-

-

. . . , ahead and then swept the gleaming in- cavalry in the army are aware tpat Saul · · ·  -_.-: _'��---
strurrient board. ' will arrive soon and ·will take command ·: · .. 

-· 
..-· . _ : What, he asked himself ,  was ahead ? of the arrny when we are ready to .strike . . -'-- · . .  · . 

Had he been unwise to listen to Mike They all hate Herrara and his cruelty·. . ·_. ·. 
· · 

- Morales' ·pleas for help ? There were My loyal friends hav:e spread the word · · ·_ · 
two · Jong water jumps - before them. among the patives - that I will -. ·r-e�um ' . . ·

_. ___ :·- - -

And after that he would be e.xpo_sing soon . . They -are praying for it atKi will _ _ ... 
-his men to death and treachery and in- all be behin� -me. - I do not se.e h(�w - _.>,_: -

trigue. Was it worth the risk ? For a we can fail if we are careful ." 
moment · he pretended to himself that Bill_ gazed out the port window of the · 

:· . _ . 
he didn't know the answer. But · deep compartment for a full n1inute before 

,. . . 
do.wn · in his heart he . did know the an- he .spoke. . 

, .  -, _.-
-

·swer. · He knew that 
_ 

friendship and
_
:· "What would happen'-" be - asked · - -

loyalty� and . keeping faith, all intangi- · . slowly, "_i f  t�is Englishman -Chamberlin ,;_
· ·

. · 

ble· things, were worth whtle� If  they and· President Herrara should j ust di�� ·· · · 

weren't worth while then nothirig w-as. appear some day ?" . 
, . . . · 

. . -
Look · what Sandy had risk�d for him · .¥ike's forehead furrowed. He gazed--
that � day. There was· a warm glow .in- at Bill with p-\l.�zl� 

.
eyes. . _ .  

_ · his ��rt as he thought .abOut · it. � · Yes, - . i"I mean/'· BtU satd, �'suppose some ' _ _ 
. he - dec4Jed, it was worth the risk. His night they _went to _ bed-. �nd the next · · · -, · 

thoughts· were interrupted by the soft day no one cou.ld find thert1." .- ; · · , _ . -

voice·-'of .Mike M�Jrales speaking from �ike ·smiled. ' ' If .J were there wl\en . his seat . behind Sandy. . that happened,'' he · said, �-uth�re;- weul9 - .. . : : ---

- HWill 1 ·' bother _ you·· i f  I talk' to you be no· cause _for bloodshed. I would · -

- _ now,_ Bill ?" Mi.ke - asked. . take over the presidency or become Qic- _ . . -
· "Not ' a bit,'' Bill said. �'Take her, tator. I would appoint Saul comtnander . - - · 

kid," lie said to · Sandy as he threw· him in chief of the arp1y. · My -people 
the control -wheeL He turned around would. follow me. We are a h.igbly --�- -

in his seat and faced Mike. emotional people. That is why revQlu- · · 
HJ tist some things I didn't have a tions - are _ so frequent. The people ·win 

chance to tell you before we left," Mike follow the leader of a new regitne _ hop� 
-; said� Bill nodded. Saul Cox lean� .. · ing against hope_ that their . coJ:Idition·s 

. forward in his chajr, his eyes on Bill's will be bettered. In the past they have ·- .. ... face. . r been sadly disappointed. . . 

. 

,_
. 

"I was in t9uch with our backers in "But Herrara and Chamberlin are .- . 

Neyv .Y!?.r.k� - ---They �till have confidence • well guarded. They _ eJl!ploy profe�� _ . , 
. :, ·:: .. �-n. : __ u·s: They foun·d {)Ut in some way sional . fighters to protect �hem. · · " They .

· 
· _ . �;[�:-��that _you were going_ to join us and were will not di�appear. They will h�ve to . ·=: _ -::?�f;��:��ery plea:'ed. All of- our ammunition 'be removed." ' - ---�-- - · · · _ · -

_.'fl��i: . -�and machtne guns have arrived at Viga "I just wondered," Bill said. .---• .  ,;c. . .  ' . . -���;��� safely ·- and _are being smuggled to Sa- "Vivarrio also sent word that tlle · �-

. 
·
_:-:.: · merra from there. command�r· of the - small air fleet is- -

. . . 
. . . 
-"Our al�y �n the ·H errara cabinet, anxious for you to come to Samerra;"' - -_, . . 

· 

-.. 

• 

· - Vivarrio, the minister of the interior, - Mi-ke went on. 
... reported . that .everything is  going well. "Anxious- for me to come ?�' Bill .. said!'· 

_
. , -�.

. 
· --

-

- -� · ·He believes that a red uprising has been -. "Where -do I fit into· his picture'?" .
· 

set - Jor Ektober�-2nd and has _ be�n en- "He · is an American," .Mik� ex- . . _.. . 
- .· .• e l;l·c 4 ', .. . : . -

' 

• 

... . • .-t . 

- --
. .  

·' 

. . 

.-···: 
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... .. -- ... • • • • 
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1 -.... .. • • • 
J --·- .: ·:; • '"J . ... . • • • . . . . :- .-· ;_ -.. , - . . . . ·- -

. · .�:··:\ .. �plained. "He ··has boasted what he will _ ''How high -�hove you are they ?" Bill . -� . -- - · ... ;.�:·�·--� .. -·Q.o if  you attempt to aid .:me., . asked after listening for -a mo�ent. · · .· -. . . . . -�-� - _-:--:--.·./' .. . : ..
. ·\.-::-'.f: .. :·�-��·�· ... ·'_ 'W�t� s · }}is name ?" · Bill · 

_
asked · ":f\eep· art eye ott' 'em. But .leave 'em · · · 

. . . 
< 

. . . ·:. ·. 
-�_:·3/: '.�bi.q�·.uety� . . :. . · . · - · . . . - · 

_ 
_ . . · - alone unles� ·they bother yo\1., · EvP,ry� · · - ·. · ·�::·._,: .. �:_. · ... : . .  --- �F�'/' 

·

·Mike · said. "'Colonel Barney . thing going all right ? . __ . � .Goodh .· · . _. . ... :··-.:>>;�e�ls�", ·
. . . ·. . . . . . · . you're setting . a - nice even pace, ·fe11a.. . . .. . -�i-.:�-� :-�-�: · - · ·The big transport gave a sudden · Let me _know i f  they get nosey. · . 

-� . - . . . . . 
, '.··-�:. ,�:- �tu:r�h a� ' �andy half whirled in )1is seat, . _ushorty . reports two biplanes fl)ring · .: 

·. � ::./'�- --�.an· · ejaculation. springing �rom his lips. abo,�t five thousand fe�t above and be- -�- .· 
; ·-:�:�·.:�·.: ��ill gazed ·. at Mike · with uticon<;�aled as� . · 

hind. us. He ·put a glass. on them 
_ 
but �· · · �·· . 

.. • ·.< :-· .. :: -�·t��shment . . . t . ' 

-

. 

· . . the distance was . . too great to learn any-· 
· ·->�:-_ -: _ � ."You're. sure ?" he asked. . "Barney . · thii].g." _He flipped .a swit�h and made : 
---:_-. :�.· · .. ··.�ells is supposed - to be d�d.1) . two adjustments on the radio. . 
: : .. '· .. �:� ... . , ··:· . : -�"-�e- is� vety · much ·alive,'' . . Mike said .. . ·- . �'Calling all planes," he · said. "Call-

. . . .:.:· ._�= _ ;�-��A.11d· ·\lsUally very.. much drunk. Po . ·ing · all pt4nes.'t· · . - · · . - . 

, .-. :>·::. ·_::·hand� knotted t-nto fists. ·Hts eye� nar.. tolq thern to �keep - their eyes open for ·· . ·.·� . . _���� -. _-.r��� , as _he · gaze� out . .the . . wtndow . th� �wo biplanes· _S9orty had -sig�ted. . -

_.'·:�:
;. __ .:� : : ��··· He�

:
was r.emembertn� ho� �a�- - · ·. "Leave them al(>ne - unless • they _bother . .  · -�, ·�·=·· .:· . _�Y.- �ells ha� worked �or ht_m one ��_me · you. Sigmng · off,'; he finished. . . . 

:· . ... _·. ·. ·when -he -was · first starttng h1� organtza-
. . . 

. · . --: " . -�-.· ··J· . :ti�n� _ ,  He had . had to take- -any one at· ·_ . - THE .CLOUDS .that bad . oliscured - . . · · 
_ · : > ,�n:�y-�� y;n�e.nt- to bel{>' with a go�d- the earth from view whetl . they ·st�rted · 

· · . � _ . · . ::·· · :_:L:_ ._·mtn�· �!l : .t� �.the We�t. � :aamey Felis had di�ppeare<L ·- --Ten tbcuSan:d feet . 
<· . . . .-·: ... �. · · . . ·.: <,:_ � ··had doUble-crossed htm ��d had de- · below, the State of Delaware spread out 

. 
� :_ ·.· . >#_·: .. - _ ·�·: ./ :. :�.:-��royed 

.
the. four planes Btll had man- . like . a giiantic relie·f . map under the · _ _ :-- ,-� .. C ::<�'-/�ged 

_
_ to but

�
ld. �e h�d sold out . to the 

_ 
speeding f�rmation.. 

-
. _ 

· . - > _- enem�. leavtng . . Btll wtthout a shtp and 
B"ll t k h t . 1 t... ........... l fr . . - - - . .  ·-- -·� .. ' -h· · · 1  · d bt . t oo _ . t e con ro . W!JCC om , · - - ,  · . . - .' eavt Y tn e · · S � d he · 1·· f Del behi ...1 · · . - -· .. .;. . .

-
�· 
· -· .. ; . - .' :  · "'Y · ,� B•tt · · t d, ui 1m h. , . an y as t y e t . aware. . nu , _ . ·· .-. . · · .. . · .  � es, 1 r�pea e · ow 1m . . · · . 

_ · . 
---- ·· ·

. · 
· · · ... · : .. -... ·A· · · ·d b · ·. . · .· · . d. th - s· . · · sktrted the eastern shore of Maryland _ : · . > < ·· n . e 1s comman tng e amerra atr . ·· · · · . . . , 

-

· · · : - .-: �·£ 
.. - ·. iP' ·M·k· · · odd d _ 

. and fled �ver the choppy waves of the .. . . . orce . t e n. e . 
Ch ak B . v· . .. .A f . · ::�  ·- > · . . - .·"r .. th · 1 d 1 > 

. M"k ,t . . - _esape e ay 1nto trgtrua. t uur . . _· ... ·,; ... · .. , .
B·
. -.i

·
t 

. . m_
d
mQr

,:F l
a
l 

n g_a .
d
·- came,

t fi
t e,

-
. o'clock they had left Virginia �far be-

: . ·; . t sat . _ e s wtpe me ou na�. hi d d - · N h C . -��:. : :·.-,ciaU.y. and almost physica.Ily one time. - li-. n an
B.ll

we
h
re r

k<?3-dnh
n.g ove: . . ort f

a
ul
ro-

1 
-. . 

. :- �- I . . ,. - · . . t' • d- "ct"· b t " f  s· ha' 
. na. . 1 c ec e lS posltton care y . . 

<: . : · · m no vtn 1 tve u 1 · · amerra s · . . · . . - . -· ..J · · � t. 
< h .. . : · f · ' � . · · 

· · -I, · and_ · ·reported tt to the five other planes. · . .  · :: . . . . . . Q . .. �v.e an atr .. orce \.o oppose me m . . . . � . , 

· ··<·- : glad: it's Barney Fells. I feel easier · lie snuie� gn:niy · to hi�·�elf . as he . · 
_:__ .. · ·_ about the whole thing now .. " lolled back tn -hi� seat. -T�e atr was . · . .  

- · ::.:. · . ·{'Chamberlin hired him," Mike said. �ceful and und1sturbed. The s�eady . · · 
� . 

· .; , 

. . .  - "If that . is the kind of man Chamber- drone of the two supercharged D1esels : . . 
: ,·:_( .. :_ H·n .. hires i can understand better the were like a · lullaby . . Saul Cox· and l\1�ke . · . 
. > :····_:_:·:.<way · you feel . '!bout him;,., . . . · · Morales ��. teased to gaze o_ut . �he wtn- . . . . . . · · -��-:�>- _, _ _ · ,.:Suddenly �ridy leaned, forward _and . dows. Thetr heads we�e · noddtng, and · . 

--- �---�·:� .. � ]lipped a dial. on the radio panel as a they were - half asl�p. Sandy was . . . 
. · _ -.::>·.:-:.-<Jight gleamed · red. asleep._ · There · wa�n .t any �alfway 

_._
. :. ·:.:�/\;::,:. >:_· /'Yeah, just :. a . minute; .. you walrus," _ about 1t. l.fe was sn_ortng. . . . · 

·.: · :. _ : ·· . .-:-� ·.: . c  · ite · ···said· .oyer the ,radi{)phone . . "ShortY · Bill could �et? Ral Gieason'.s S,."llrter _ . 
· _' .:_�:: .�.��· wants to·

· 

tat� to you. Bill.,. - off ·to starboard holding a steady pace · · 
. 

. ....... �. :"-·--.... .... . . ., .. __ ..__ • :.c:. • •  - .. -
... .... �·� ::-��--:.- -. 
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beside him. He wondered i f  Red was 
singing. Cy Hawkins,. off on the. 1eft, 
was probably half asleep · also.. He usu-

. . 

ally was until some orie started some-
thing. 

_ 

· The smi�e left Bill's lips as -be thought 
about the death truck that had been. 
driven on his field that morning.. He 
was lucky, darned lucky, the thing 
hadn't exploded where the man l�ft it 
It · would cost him plenty for repairs, 
but it ·was�'t as bad . as it inight have 
been. He shuddered to think o f  what 
might have happened. But what was 
the use in thatJ he asked himsel f. 
There was no use worrying . about the 
things· that had happened. T_he impor
tant thing was to lie ready when some-· 

thing else happened.. Which was. just 
what he wasn't doing now. The worst 
things happened just when you thought · 

· you ·were sitting pretty. 
He woke Sandy and threw the con-

. 

,. .. . ' ' - •--:"",: " " a- • •  •-.• • •- ' 

. .  

• 

< 

. · 

-

• 

. � � • 
• 

Shorty set tbe auto

gyro down oil Barnes . 

Field in a way tbn.t 

suggested a · duck go

ing hom� to dinner ! 
• 

• 

' 51 

tro;Is to hin1. Getting to his _feef he 
went down the several steps into the · 
center se<:tion of the fuselage where the 
Eaglet, Sandy� s little fighter, nestled 
with folded wings. -H e  wandered back 
through the tail and into the galley 
where he had _a few words with Charlie 
the cook and fixed hims�l f a glass' of 
ice water. 

Frot:n ��ere �e made. hi�. way forward 
and had a little chat with Harwood in 
the gunner's cockpit stuck in the nose. 
He inspected the egg-shaped projec
tiles that were bombs, and then went 
back_ to the pilot's cabin. 

He was surprised to find that they 
had already ·passed · over Jacksonville 
and were well down the coast toward 
that fantastic wonderland o f  blue sky 
and water and sand and bizarre effects 
that is Miarni. 

From now on, he told himself, any
thing might happen.. Something w�ed 

. � 

l 
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. - ·_· ' , : · · · BILL·---_. 
. :��-�:-. -:��- � . 

--- .... "��-:- .

. : .... - ... . .. ·... . . . 
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- .� ... 
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. . ... . . . . - - . . .. . . . -. .... . : . - -
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� '-�·- . 

::;::..· 
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·- � • "'- - • .. - .. • • ·- .. ,. • • ... -. • - • t ... ":' .... . ·- ... �-.::" ···--: .;, . -- � . 
.._ .. . . .· . . - - - .. .

. 

'"• : ·  _;_·- _-- .- · ·::.:�-;-: :!:h\i�:;tha.t the first -hQp �ul<J_ be 
- the 13.$t 

-
-
_ t� nitht s�ttled - �OWn. Oft to th� -west, _ -._ -�-

-
·_ - --

�·:· �: . .
. : . \· '-��-> ;<Uneventful one: . - : · . . � the_:sun Ql3,rched_ .beyoiid .the horizon·, ·-· · · : _ _ .· , 

· - ,_�,�:(:��. · -.-... ': . . �� .:-�� dc;>wn in · the starboard pi19t�s · . the sky becarile � ··dazzli�g . mixture .o f  --� � 
· .. ;: �;··-· ,:�_ � .. �·::·�seat_ again an.d -motion�d for Sandy to : __ · ·  pink· and salm<?n·. and

. 
gold. The Jights.- - ·_: ·· -� 

· ·  �:::: . ·_. ?-giye·him . back the controls. -He s_witched · in the city twinkled- behind the palms · · 
.. . ·.-, · - .

. ?· ·: . : '::. -· Qil. - the ra�·o� ... ·.. . · _ : · and ba�boo . lining .the drive a1(lng Bis- ·· .: .. · .· 
· . .. ·.·-� -: . · .··· · . '! CaUing .··all: ·planes," he said. · ''Call- · · ·cayne . · Bay, �nd on the causeway 

.. . 
that · :::� = 

·· : .�/ . ·-_ .. c ��ng all planes." connect�d the. city of:Mia.nli an4 Mianli : · 

. . �

: .. �·· :·<- ,-:: ... "' , .. �· A-fter -.. they · had-- all checked · .in he B�. · Two push��. blimps soared over · · : . 
· : ··�:: ·· �:· : _·spoke ! ·_ . . . - . . - .  the bay: 'with "their eargo · o:f sighf�.seeing ··

. ·: 
: .- · :: :".:.· � ... - .- "Sharty,'; .he said. - H¥ake a landing passengers. . . -

-
. . . . · ' 

· .:.
· .. -.::�: _ · ,-:,· . . · .i9 the · . lago�n _bet��eri the · city a!}d the : 

.
. · : Before Bill ie£� the ea�er he talked · . ·_ . 

. . -. . .  : < ·:
_> · ·beach.·. Then · Red. Then Cy .. · . Bev · .. · to · Tony .Lamport · at Barnes Field.- · 

· ·-·� -:. ·.; =· · �- ··, 
.. �ext a� Hen_de��on last� I'll bring the· . Tony· ·ha9 �othing _of .  any . importan�e to. 

· · . ��· :·,�:. ,:: . . · car,ri�r -i� behin9 you .. '' � - . · · . r�p0rt. . . . . . · . .. ·· 

· · � ·
. 

' . . ·_. � ·The. sun, .  a·.· flaming ball_ of fire, was . · . . -. -=· 
.

.... . . . �:-_:· ·.::··�: $i�ng ._ . hehind' the skyscrapers .. o.f . ·the .. TH.E SUN wa.S · just surging out of . · . . . . : ·.·· .:: :") ·� · city as .s-horty's ·.pontoons left_ a gurgli�Jg .. the sea to the east 'when· the
. 
six. planes; . 

. � >· -
· _

-.: ·�?·-.. :- ·,·---.� -��� -.along·:· the surf�ce of the lagoon. .-one �fter another, taxied into the wind; · · . 
· - .�>-- · . .  · ._T.we.nty . minutes late.r ·the six · .ships ·were too_k off, and .fel� ipto fo�mation. : ·· . . 
· -·_: ·. ·._, ..

.. :··;. · riding . .  their_ s�a anchors .· in the ·--same . 
· Bill. · twirled t��- dials· on the · . radio · .· . : 

. . . · . .
. 
· :·t 

. formation : they had . flowti, the. huge . . panet as soon
. 
as they were at ten· thou- ... . 

. ·-. ·.; .. · . .. . · . . .  · <_·. ·;·" · >; ·:, .· tratispQrt s1:1rroundt!d by the . five fight- .. · sand f.eet and leveloo off .on their true. ·. ·· 
. ·. _· _ .. - · _ - ··:. , : · -�r.S.· · · . . T·hey. · 4ad tnade the Hight from . co�se. . _ - - · _ . 

· . . · · . _
. _·

. _· 
. 

· · -_· _ . . 
: · · ·. _

:_ . .
. 

.
·- -.. , . .. ::>··� . . Barnes. Field to Miami_ in a. lijtle more "Sti'* close together," he instrueted · : -. . ·· . . . . ··:·� :· .. : · : .. .. >·:_. --:� �·� • th�� :siX. · hoJirS. . . 

. 

_ .- . � sharply. "This is th·e· hurricane· season. 
. . 

. 

_ 

- �.-
. � ·\�:- · -�_. _-'_:- __ : ·::-.:-�· . Bill made contact oJ.Ter the · radio with . ... and when they . come they

. 
come fas-t. ,< 

· : ... .. . ·., .:< .· · . ? .: ·.:·.-: . . _.the -· -tittle flee.t as soon as they were all .Barometer 0. -K. t\liS morning. _ Check . . . · . ·_ . 
: ··. - ·-· �:·_ ::· _.·. · _

·> . �.��;-· . �·hips�ape. · · · .y our . position �ith .. m·e ev�ry twenty · · . :· . ·. 

· :: -: - ;:.� ·; . 
-��---·· .. 

-.. . . · 'J"�v/' · he _ said, "you and Cy stay minute$, Shorty. All planes check ·in 
- �:�:·: · ·  _ : _ ;.: . · ._'·. -� .aboard your planes and keep· your eyes · every _half hour. · · . . . 

··· · - · · -·�-;� · . . open� -- - · Red . and Henderson will relieve · "And as .for you," he · said to ·sandy ·. ·. · , 
-_. : ·_-- ,:: : · :-

'Yod at. two o'clock. Harwood, Miles when he had· signed off the . .  radio, "you . 
. -�: � : ·. :: ::: · ·· �·�ri�·.,. ·c harlie . wi�l . rerpain aboard .t he car- keep .your �yes peeled. ·· ·1;hings are . . go- · . . � .  

- . . · � - .� - .- . · rier � : ·Tony ·arranged. _by tele'phone·ahout i�g too smooth. Considering the .things . . =· _ 

.. :_:--.. . · . . -· ·refueling. Keep an eye on _ them when· · that happened in New York, 1 don.-'t . .. · · 
· · ·.:.� · : . :. : · . the l�11nch comes . alongside. · A smaller · . like · it.'.' · - . . .. · . ·. · . _ 

, .. ·· · _�: · · . . l�unch . will b� out· ·to take the · rest of Sandy tried · to hide a yawn w1th · lit- _ -· · . · · 
.·. · -� �--: � .--

·. ·. ·t.-ts a$ho.re. · Get some sleep if  you can, tle success� His eyes w.er� still red� . · 

. · . .  �., - ·  ·_ . .- ·;: .alr of _you.. We're · shoving off at day- · rimmed and · sleepy . .  His humor wa5 in. - · · · 
. _ :� ·_ .  _ 

. · · ,bre�� The m�n abq-ard the· carrier will keeping with the hQur he had· . ·been · 
··:: � ·-� _. .. :

. 
_ . · • �tand- · ··�atches ar.td . ·keep a se�rchlight , rooted out of bed. He looke9. _disgusted ·. · 

· ·· : : . �< : :  ... : ·play��g_ ·� on · all the ·· _planes* aU · · .night. · and- he showed it. . · -
. · · · ·, 

_
_ ,_. _ · - -.--:-< �._pon't be afraid _ to shoot i f  you think . "Nothing's going=�· to happen · on - this· : 

· � / _: ·.:. : . :;· .�y one is · trying t{) do any damage.'.' . · . trip," he said bitterly. ·Hit's . going to 
. ... . . . . . . . · . - . . .. . ·- -·· · = :_ · � .

.
... :-:: :.: · The . sun had plung�d down behind . be ju�t like a rtde on a merry.�go-rotJnd/' · · · ·_ 

.-·.-::·�·· .:-'-:: ·>· · the -skyscrapers of Miami when a -small . . "0�, it is, · is it ?" Bill roared. at him. 
: .  >�--�>�:_·· .. .. :·: .::·_ :.- . ntotor._ . laun�h �me· �longsi�e to pick "W �ll, snap out �£ i� and c�me to If( e.'' . . _ 

·-:·�- .�
;

· _ ·>�·: .. -:·:_.them. up. · The sky showed . an · �ndigo · · He. connected ·� .he . interpl_ane phone ... : ·· · 

· 
. .. .-·�t{·�-�-� <--,�·:blue::··

-tbr:ougll. .w isps · of white- cloudS �s . and . talked . to Mjke ¥orales arid .Saul . .  ·-
..._-.. 

_� .. : �.� --= ·- . ·- · ·' . · ., ·. _  . . � 
. . -

.
. ' .. 

-
.. . � .  . . 

' .. .-. . .. .... . -.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - ,, . - . �- . . . 
.. . . . . �.. . . . . ': !_.·� � ..:.. . . -·· ._,. 

.. -
. •. - .... . - . . . . . . . • - •• _ ,. ·.fl'•"' • • .• . . • - • • 

• 

� ... _._-���-�:--�}��� .· <· . �-- . . .  ·.. . . 

. · 
• 

... 
.. 

-

.� .  

. . 



. . 

. .... . 
" . ._- -. -'' . 

�- . ... 

0 . .-
- . . . -- . -. . -.-

- - -. . . -:· !: . �--. ·. :"'" � 

- .. 

< • 

. . 
. . . . . 

. . .. . .. -

! 

. . -. . . . . . . . "' .. 
. . . . . .. : ·. :..

-... - -. 
- :;: 

. ..,-� - . ' 

. ' . . . 
. . '• . . - . - . : ·· . . .. . . - -...:·; . , ... _- - . 

- ;-:-- . · ...... --· . -: . . . . � " . . . . 
• 

0 • . . - . .. 
.. 

-� 
. : '

� 

. " . . . . ,. . . 
. - . -

� . 
. -. - ' 

- •. 

--- . . . 

• 

' 

. , - ' . . ' 

. . : . . . . 

. . .. 
. . 

-� . -

. � - • 

;.. • . .. ..... :r. ""'-� .. ·-.·.''-'-'';.� "..:;.._. � �.""' l lt' ...... �-.... .. �,,.._,.._� r-•· . ....... . · . ' -- ' ·.• .,;-.1,:."""·-;····�,, ':�� ... -.... �.· ..:· �� ... .; · .. �-·"" ' _,... -�� ... ,'"' ' ' . .. : .. ...... �· . :· �-. . :. .: .· .. : ·.:..:... ··· -.-.. �·

;

· .. "':·...: .- . ·'.:.:"'-'· '·'··.-.�-... :;., .. : : :· ... · .. . . . ,. ... -- ... --. . . .-•... ' . ... . .. �-:.:-�· --�-. :_:·· .... __ IIi._ .. . -_ �- -:;.:..���. :.. -.-� .. :�· -.:: ... • • • •• , • .::; �

-

•• .., . • .;•- ....... • 0 

- . - . � . --· . ,• . ·. :· .-. . .. . ... > :·.-.. ' . . 
. . . . ..... . -.... ��-- . . . _.... . .. . - . 

-

. .. . . -, ... 

-- ' 

. . 

• • 
• 0. 

' 

.. . _: - · . . AIR � Al)OVENTURER . 
. ... . -

. 

• 
'• 

53 . .- . 0 
·.-

-

0 -

·. 

. . . 

. . 
• 

Cox ... .. They were each riding in _one self below the fuselage in the cylindri�l 
· :. 

of the gunner's cockpits in the wings turret, his machine ·gun rea�y for a.C� 0 

- . 
• 

abaft the engine, in case ·of trouble. . tion. Mi}se Morales and Saul
_ 
Cox ·were _ ·· 

...
. · · _

. 

"·How does she ride out there, £ella ?" ·holding their hands against the sun· as . > .. 
'.·· .

.
. 

Bill asked Mike. the eight khaki -colored �iplanes cam� - ··- ._. 
- �'�ike a perambqlator," Mike laughed. diving out of the sun. . Old Saul was 
Bill disconnected as the light gleamed as calm and collected as he ·would have 

red on the radio panel. It was Shorty. been sitting oh a park bench -as he 
As Bill listened to . his short staccato nursed his trigger. His eyes held an 
sentences,' - a tiny · trickle of ice water anticipatory glint. 
seemed to travel up his spine. The four .Snorters · closed in· to cut . -

.. 
0 0 • 

• - - . 
' .. 

"Formation of eight planes," Shorty the formation of the eight planes in half. 
. . � 

said, briefly. _ "Flying at about fifteen a_s they dove on Jhe carrier with 'their � 
thousand, keeping a parallel course. guns streaming tracers and lead� Bul- · . . 
They look like army planes hut they're lets thudded through her wings and her . . 

. ·.-
amphibians. . Biplanes. And they're tail surfaces as they dove by. · Old · ·. : . . . 

fast. Hard . to get a line on them. Charlie artd Miles in the turret beneath. · 

- They're in the sun.". � . the bottom of the fuselage· poured lead-
HCaHing all planes ! Ca�ng all into them as they came by. Harwood 

planes !" Bill · chanted int9 th� .. radio- tare the belly out of one of them as .it · 

phot?-e a moment later. "On your toes went overhead. As the seven planes 
with your eyes 'open," he s�id after each pulled around, the eighth one ' -the . one . .  
p_lane had checked back. "Shorty re- Harwood had riddled·. kept on toward-· 
ports- fortnation of eight planes at fif- the waters of Biscayne Bay ten tboo- -: 
teen t_housand to the east. Shorty, drop sand feet below. It began to tutn . .  ove·r · · 
back. The rest of you close in around _ · and Qver out of control. The bpdy ot 
me. I'll hold the carrier steady-- on her the pilot was hung half in and half .out · 
course if · they attack " over the cowling. 

· Sandy's voice cut in as he pulled . . 

-. -

bin�culars from his eyes and leaped AS the seven planes swung back to . ,  
across the cabin. HThey're diving, Bill !" . the .attack a scarlet comet _came diving 
he screamed. out of the ·sout_h. Shorty· Hassfurther's 

"Come back fast, Shorty !" Bill hand was wrapped around the control · 

· 

roared. He switched off the radio and cqlumn of that comet with .the grip of · 

connected the interplane phone again. . a python around its prey. His blue eyes 
The muscles in his bronzed cheeks were gleaming with that recklessness 
bulged as he talked through clenched that always roqe with him'whe·n he rode 

. . ' 

teeth to the. gUnners of the . c�ier. close to death. H·e tore the carefully 0 

"Battle stations !" he barked. "We're aligned fonna�ion apart like ctia.'ff. in a 
being attacked !" gale. They dived and . zoomed and 

"Here, kid," Bill barked at Sandy. rolled to get out of the path -of mad 
"Take the controls ! I'll handle the ra- fury that swerved neither to right nor .� 

dio. Hold her straight on her course left, its guns belching death. · 
and hold her steady. Give her all she's �-As three of the khaki planes 'whirled 

• 0 

got !" He grabbed the binoculars . from 0 �  to pounce on him he ·fl ipped over like a 

--· 

Sandy's hand and. leaped to the window. hawk and shot atross their rear. I-Iis . 
- -

.Harwood -i n  the forward gunner's fingers .clamped down on his triggers as . . . 

-

cockp�t . scatlne� the air above . hil!l as . he �aught one of them under his hai� : 
.

. -

. old � .. Charlie leaped to his -station in the sights . . The burst of fire·. lasted a · mere . . . ·" - · � 

tail cockpit. · Miles · was lowering him� second and a half · but his aim was � - .. : , · ·� 

• 

. "":- · . . . . 
-

-- . 

.---

-
·· . 



. . ;.; ·- '" - ; .. \ ·�-• • . : • • ·":ot .... .•. �-.'": -- •• 4. -�-! lo' ·l• . ·• .. • · .. 

' - . 
. . -. . - . . - - ---· - . . 

. . -
. . -

-

.. . ) . . . . . . - - · -..... . . . . 
-. .. -- - . 

. ..., __ _ .. . . . ... -. .. . ...... ... .. ' . . . ·. ·- -. . . ��>:< ·�54·. ��--�-::. _ ·- ·- .  . . . _ .. 
� -· . . .... .  � ·· - . 

,.. ,:>..._..... • • • • .' - • • 
,• · - ... . 

. 
. 

� ' . . . . 

' .. 
. � - . 

- •. ... -
' 

• 

. , 

• 
. 

. . . 

- . 

. ' 

·- � ·.' :�-- -. , -- --.... �-._.-. . . . - :. . . 

. 

.. . . ·., -

. . -

.. � 

. - ... _ :; .. 

• 

- . 
. 

• 

. . ... • 
I

',: •-, ·- :" • 

.. . ... 

-

_
.,_ .. 

' 
• 0 

. . . - . . ' ' . - . . . . . .  _. . . �� . 
0 

.. � 
0 

+ N 0 0 ' 0 

.. . . ... -
t •· - . . - -· ·� ·. � .. 

-

-
-.. "' ., .. • 'o 'ot o • • _• • ., r '"' '" 

-
f • - : - • .. - :· • • 

. - · · :.BILL ·BARNES - - .  - . - . . . ... . '. . �· . . . . : . - . .. - -. .  · . .• 

. 
. 

.. .. . . ,. . . .. ... .  
::. _· . . . . . .. . . . ... . . . . . · . . :· . ·:·�·-�· ..... _ . .

. ·'-: . . · ·: ."' . . . . . . . . - . . . ·.;,;
. : 

i 
.

· ·.·

.

· .  .. 
· , · :  · . d��; The pilot toppled �r �e �- · · ing �attle that �_tad: -� �- � fight, • 

. __ . �:··· � t�� stlc� an.d the plane went tnto a dizzy slashtng ·and npptng, · darttng tn . and - · . . . -
"•--!: ·  _, ... .. - • • I .- -.. . ._.::--·?..). s·p1�:: as tt fell . .- · out look;ing for that opening that would . . �· < 

. . 

! 

. ·: �:: . -. :· · , "Dive on 'dri, Snorters l" Bill roared -mean death.. . . · , · . " 

,- . · -/ into the radiophone as .the six _ remain- Far· up ahea�, the cirrier-tr;lnsport · .. · 
- -__ ��.- ing . biplanes. jockeyed back into forma- kept �teadily on. its course. In the pilot 

· · _. : _;--... ,- tion_. . 
. 

.. 
h�se Bill . Barries, liis ey�s- glued- to .

: his 
. . · . . :� ��-:· . 

:· ·T-h� 
. 
Snorters did not have to be in'!" . binocula!"S, alternately . . cursed and. 

· ·· � - -�- .  · vite�. They - _:were ·already diving and prayed. . �is eyes glitte�� with pr_ide 
. 

-

� <:_:· 
.

. -in . their lead was Red Gleason riding . � he saw hts �en. ou_tfightt�g, outs�art- � . . 

_- ... 
- :.:�::::· ·rus . ship with

. 
that same reckless 4aring . tng, outmaneuv�nn.g 

.
the· btplane pr�ots. _ 

· : _ ,;. ' _  characteristic -of Shorty.. He followed- _ H� $a� Cy Ha'Y�tns ·flash over tn a 
-. · · : · a khaki sh-ip as it pulled sf�ply up· · dazzhng ��verted loo�· t? come up u�-
_:· ·=::. _. J�to: the sky, -· went over in a half loop, der the tad of a k?akl b1pl�e. J?e. bt� . .  

. . /· �· · rolled .. right .· side �p· and · came tearing ·• _ .pl�ne staggered hke , a tht�g mortally .. -- -· :>�· -hac� at him with guns bellowing. -Bul- · 

wounded. . It �me up on
. 

tts �ose and 
. - · _ . 

.-: ·_ ·_JetS: ripped . across the Snorter's right then fell �wa� Into a vertt:al dtve, Cy 
· . .. . . · = . ·. ·�-

... < . . -�'ng�. chopping through the me�l skin. . f ollowed __ 1t, �ts _gu�s pourtng l�ad. and· 
� 

· . · · · . .. · 
.

. _. · . . . tracers Into tt as· tt dove. · Suddenly, 
· - -. · . 

·
. · · '�Oh, sweet-· little boy, come play _ _  , 

.. both wings folded back against · the fuse-
. : ·::- �: .. · ·. _ In �Y �arden · . ,� - . 

· · lage and it went into a dizzy whirl as 
.· . c�. : · · ·. Red sang as he pushed the stick for-: it plunged towatd the Atlantic. . .· 

• · 

, · · · . .  · · ward and weil,t into a dive. He f�lt As though the falliilg of that fourth 
. . . . � ·. , . - hi$ . machine shudder and tremble as the 

enemy plane , had b_een a . prearranged 
. · . . · . . - signal, tbe other fQUr dove to follow 

.. . .-��� .
�� · . - _, _ ,. _ -· ·:b�let�_ from the kb·aki - plane · drilled· it. The f·ou� SnQrters and· Shorty were 

. 

·
.
·£ · .. 

· , · •· throUgh his tail assembly. · · · after them, their guris . sending butst 
. -· .-� -{-._�- ·:: _-. � _:_ � · · The neXj , second he jerked the stick after bur�t into the retreating ships. 

, .. ..:
··· :: .- . . 

-
� "'  ?<l:ck_ into his stomach to�.zoom vertically Bill reached the _ ·radiOphone in one 

_ , : · � _:·:.;:.i' . · ': . ·, . � 1n· the sky and over on h·is back� _N eu- leap and roared irtt<:> the micrOphone : · . ·· 
- __ ::_ _ _ · · >

·

:· ;_.-: -: trafi�ing the control�, �� opened the "Calling all planes ! Calling - · all ·· 

. __ _. · throttle and was on the biplane's tail. planes !" he barked� "Let 'em go·! · < . . Hanging he(ld downward, he lined up r Come ·back and �e your positions; 
· . ' .-: the:. ship _ in his .· hair . sights · and tripped 

: That was neat fighting, all ()£ you� Any . . :_ · - hi� ·guns. Fire and smOke belched from one htirt or any controls shot away r" 
. ·_: · the ·biplane' s_ engine housing as Red "I got a buflet through the fleshy part . · . _. __ . · ·w ¢.nt ·b y .it. . . He threw the · stick to the of my left hand/' ·cy �awkins· · said. · , �� left, rol!ed right ·si_de up and · · came ''I 'm _ _ putting some whOOsis on · it . .

... 
- ·_ arou.nd_ in a swirling vertical bank. He Doesn't bother me." -. 

.. - .  · held
. 

his fire .as the khaki biplane be-
· _
.
. . . .  came a Whlding ball of red smOke. "Are you all right to go on ? . We'll 

. 
·: .· . 

Three thousand feet above Red the make San Juan in five bouts." 

· :_ five remaining biplanes wer.e fighting "Sure," Cy
. 
drawled. . . . . 

• 

-�· :·�>-·for . . their lives in a ina<l whirlpool of . �'I'm 
.

. changm� .the. course a ltt
.
tl� to 

.- -�:·: : .. , . spitting, st:tarling death. They· were no skirt �uha! Hatti and th� Domtntcan · 
. · �" 

.
. lot;�g�r aligned -in formation. Each ·time Repub!Jc, tn case so�etht_�g ·

.

develops 
. .-_-.--

-
. · -�-� - , t4�y had tri�d. to man�uver in.to pOsition . after that fight,'' Btll .. sa1d. "S.ame : ·· 

.· · .: ·_ .  <:.-�- · . 3. scarlet s�ip _gone ·b erserk rippe� their . · 
speed, Shorty.�' .. - . - . . . . _ ,_ 

_ : .. _ . : ·: ·:' .· .---alignJil_ent . apart. The nirie ·ships were . · - Bill switched off the radio· and con� 
·. �-----�-

-... c3.reening · acrpss the heavens in . a Bani· . ·nected the interp�ane phorie. · · - -

-
• 

• - . .. 
� 

- . . .. · .. · . . 
_ · ·.� .. _ 

- · 
... . ' - · . . . \ 

. � .. .. . ... . . - . ·- -1 . " ... " -t.-c ·"' · . . .. . ' . . •.· . -....... , . .. . .. . .. . . . . . 
. 

. . . " 

-

-· " 

·.• 
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.· 

.. - _ .. 

.. 

.• 

·- ·- . 



.. . -.. .  .... . 
-:; . . . -

• • 

• 

. . - -- . -- - -. . '•--!· 
_, 

... .. 
_ 

, • I 

. 
. 

.· ... 
< 

. . 

-
. .. - -

! 

. -. . 

. . 

. 

·

-• •;· 0 -· . ,. .. ... .. . . . . 
-

. . . . 
. ... . ··� . 

. --- - · ' "'·· . ·· -. - . � . 
•

' -
. . -� � 

"' , .. � 

' 
• • 0 

'-. . 
, .. � 

- - -. . .. . . ' . . . 
·- . ..;, �-. 

� 

. 
':' .;. . .;� . ,.;,) ., - -... .. . . 

- .. - -

. -

.. . . . . . .. 

' .. 
-� . . 

.... . . .. . . . � . . .. . .•· .. .. . . . . . . -;;:: :;·.�- "'· . 

• 

• -· ... .... . ·-..,.:.:.· ... 
�

--- : •. 

-
- -: : :· .

. : ··. .·· .· . . -
� ·  Jl" ._ . 

•
• 

· - • 

• 

· • •• . _ .,.  ,. . _ -. . . . . .· . . .. - .. - . -'" •: ..· . . �:.
_ �.-·. . . . -:.· - ... ... -. . _.· .. . . . . . . . . .. - . . .. ' .. • 

' . 
-· . . -�· . . 

.. � . , 
. 

. 
-

. 
�

-. 
-

. , -- --.... �-._.-. . . . - . ... . . ·., -

. .. . . - . ... . . ... 
.
'

• 

•• 
•. 

. -
• 

. - \_ . , -- ' ; . . . • 

.... '-
' 

. . . .. . ··: ·-... _ :' 

.. 
• . .. . . .. 

. - . .. 
. 

' . - - - ' .. _
. ... - . . . -..-·-. 

•. 

. /�.,_. - Ai��----ADVENTiiRER · 
· - -- ,: 

. - : . . , · '-. . . - . . � . : . .  · 
- . . 

---- • -
-- 0 • -

' · -

.--.� - ·s· s · -
__ · --

. - . -. . ·: . - . . - . 
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. . . - . . . . . ,; . .. . · . . _ _  · . . - . ' . . . . . 
' 

-

. . . ·�:-' -· . . ... '-

. - .· .. _ 

... �.---· -,_ ·. ., . . 
- - . · � :_· "Eyery one al_i right ?" he . asked. 

! . � ' ·. . - , 
,

•
. 

· �- · They- all answ�red in the affirtnative. 
. . ''What," · Bill" . asked�- "do- ··you thi�k 

suddenly appeared from nowhere. - Fog · 
,, -began tt?. lick at the coated window� as 

__ _ of :my fighters, .
. 
Saul ?" 

_ 

great drops of rain spattered against .. _ 
.

- 

them: · Another air pocket . slapped · the · · . _ . . ��: 
huge ship down seven hundred feet. · . -

--
- · 

._ 
-"1 -.. don't want any part -of them,'' Saul · -

-

· Cox. -said. ' 'They're a �ough bunch of 
'babies. What do you feed Hassfurther 
: dyhamite ?" 

·"Cream pUffs !" · Sandy broke in. 
. "Cream puffs and on Sundays lady 
fingers., 

... . 

IX A GREAT LOSS 

Bill worked quietly to regain balance, · · · 
his eyes anxiously scanning the instr�� . 

. 
·> . _ .  

ment board. He stuck the nose up again_· · . ___ :_ · 
to regain his lost altitude� . 

- After the five ships had checked in · 
-
� 

he gave them instructions. . . . . ..··. . 

· "Drop back and down, Shorty_," he · -
-

· 

instructed. "The , rest of you get closer · · 
to me." · He gave them their· bearings ., 

. · ,
. FOR THE next- two hours Bill and his own compass reading. . "Cb�k . · 

busied himse1f with checking his posi- in every five minutes. _ Shorty first; - :. 

. 
' 

tion -�-�d keeping in constant communi- then Red, Cy, Bev and Henderson:''· · . _ _ 
cation with .his fleet.- The · drone of the tw.o superchaged � _ _ . . 

The visi!>il-ity had been perfect when Diesels filt�red through the soundproof · . · · _ . . 
·he had taken the giant transport off • construction of the pilot house. . As t�.'e . 
the blue waters of Biscayne Bay at sun- .. velocity of the wind increased, their roar .-

. up. · A tail wind had . helped them t_o rose and Jell with the force of it� Bill · 

make up the time they ·had lost during peered through the fog that ' licked . at < 
- . the 

. . _dog fight with the eight khaki bi- . the
, 

windowpanes toward· the gunner'� ·_· . 

planes� Mike Morales nad been certain cockpit� in the wings. He switched on . , . that the eight planes had been hired by th� in.terplane phone. 
. 

_ 
_ ·  Herrara to .. prevent Bill's . squadron "How is it riding out there now ?" · · 

from reaching Same.rra. That, Bill he asked _ Mike and Saul Cox. . . . . 
agreed, was the- only explanation. : "Bumpy," Mike said. "How much .. -

. ;As a. wrericb . and a twist_ suddenly 1onger.:'to San Juan-!, · 

dropped the big . transport three hun- "I ·.don't know," Bill said . "We're 
. dred feet� - little fur!ows of anxiety battling a strong _head wind. -·()ught to 
. forri1ed between Bill's eyes. make it in three hours if it �oesa't i�-

"The. weather's going to gef �oupy;" . crease. I had hoped to skit;t along the 
he said. 111'11 see what Tony has to edge of ·C�ba and Haiti, but it won�t do · 

• 

offer.-" _ Five minutes _later he had made us any good now.. No visibility.'' . . 
:� -· contact with Tony Lamport on Barnes Great angry banks of clouds · - were 

Field. Th� radio was scrat�hy. He - sailing by them. ·Rain beat agai�st th� 
could barely ·get Tony's indistinct and windshield and hatch like the constant 
blurred words. Static screeched· in his pat-pat-pat of machine guns. · The w1nd --
ears . . 
. "'The barometer is falling," Tony told 
him. - "Storm warni11gs are being broad� 
cast from South America to the Vir-. . 

giriia Capes. If you-· can · find a safe-

seemed to increas·e in fury, . lashing at 
· them · in sudd� bursts, bobbing the 

• 

�hip about like a cork on an angry ·sea.� . 
Rain seeped down through .. - the hatch 
and began to trickle acr

.
oss the ·deck. 

He threw -a switch on the radio and ·
-

, ' 

-
···.. -. . . 

• 

.
• 

' , . 
. . 

place to put tip you'd .better do it. I've _ 

been trying to _contact you for · an hour -si�ce 
_
I got · the fi�st w�rni�." _ . 

tried tp contact · the other planes. - A 
roar, like · that of an anirY lion, nearly 

• 

• 

Btll fitpped· the radto swttch and made 
con�ct with his fiye ships. Clouds had 

.

-
-

.. 
.
. 

-

deafened him. . '. · . 
· · ·- · . 

� · 

-

. . .
. He\ was flying blind now and· with · - -

-

·.• 

. - - -

--� . 

. - . 
., 

.-
. . . . .. 

- ·' 

··- . 
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. that inborn perception and instinct that · 

• . was secOnd nature to him. 
•• 

HDo you think it's .going to blow 
up ?" Sandy Shouted in his _ear. 

· 

Hail
. b�an to beat on t� window-

• .
'!'" • 

. 

• • • 

. " 

.
. ' 

pan�. �e gazed at it in astonishment. 

"' . 

' 

/ 

. ' • 'l · ' 

. ' 

- ·- ·-
..

. .
.. . . 

BILL BARNES 

Such a thing was .not supposed to occur 
in the subtropks� Hail this far south 
was un}:teard of, · Bill l�ug:hed as the 
ship did a crazy dive and came up ·with 
a bang that 'shook it from ste1n to stem. 

Maybe it wasn't' supposed to happen. 
But here it was. 

His face became lined and anxious 
� he thought of the other five planes. 

How w�re _they riding the stortn ? He 
couldn't contact them. Some of them 

. . 

might be down. Suppose they had suf-
fered �he weakening of struts _ or con
trol cables· d1:1ring t�t dog fight ? Bill 
sh<>ok his head ·angrily as he fought to 

- keep control of his ship. 
, 

He checked his position · as best he 
could and switched' on the radio again� 

• 

The static was not so bad at the mo-
. 

men't.. He �nt�d Shorty's name over 
and over. · A ·taint voice came baek to 

• u ... 

• 

·. . . --:�r :--11" .
. 
IQO' . ,.· 

. 

' . 
·
�

·� 
I 

$ £ I 
' .. , 

... , · I  

... . ···� .. .. .... 

The guard outside tile bootb _ 
·- clutched bis stomacb With a sb.riek . . 

of pain as tbe pup-pup-pup ol a 
machine grm joined tbe roar of 

tbe m(:)tor, 

---· 4 2 

. . . 
·' 

,..,. 17& .. . .. 

.. 



• 

. ' . -

. . . . 

. 

. . . . . � . .. . . . 

. . . - .. - . AIR ADVENTURER . . . ' 

him� Then faded out. He flipped the 
switch with a cu

.
rse. 

· 

Sandy went shooting ;lcross_ the com
partment to bring up· .  agai�st a.· bulk
head with a bang as he tried to .'speak-' 
to Bill. · Charlie) �iding the storm · in 
the galley, reported that he was sick . 
. "What do you want · me to do about 

it ?" Bill growled. 
"Let's go home and come some other 

day," -Charlie groaned� his voice heavy 
. with misery. . 

"How're .you taking · it up there, ��-
wood ?" Bill asked the . gunn.er in the 
forward c9ekpit. 
. " She'll ·do,'' Harwood said. "But 
· I'v� been places I.Jiked·. better, sir .. '' · Suddenly the little red glass on the 
radio panel .gleamed a brighter red� ·Bill 
looked at. it in amazenient, then flipped 
the switch with .an exclamation of as-

' t . 
1 R 

� 

a 5 r.... @11 I • f� t •• • 

. , 

-.. . ., • .. "' 
• 

'E'«¢• (" . • : . -. -,, p " • 
• •• 

. . 

• 

...._. ...... • A ...,.,..._ . , 

. . _.: 
.. ' . ::-:"':· -�. · '. ;. ·. . .. . .. . . . .. ··. . · - . . · . ··. . . . . 

•• 

.· . . . . . : . . . . : . . . .. - . . 

' 

I 

. . . .. ' . . . . . . . . . 

. -. 

· tonishment. Sprne one was getting 
tll:r�ugh to him. 

A FAINT, far:...away voice. tame to 
his eatS. Perspiration .stood out in , 
g·reat beads on his forehead · as he 
. strained to catch the muffled wprd-s that 
we·re being sent to him.. His hands 

. 

.....-: ·" '-�d-..:. 
'"· ,.,�������,..��� 

1 2 
. .... ... 

• 

. . 
• 

. ·' 

. ... .. -� . 
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• 
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-- : -

.... _<_-_ ._. _ -�·_: __ : .. - �  :._·._ .. _--{. _: .��:_-�_-_._-- .·_· __ ·:·_ : -.. -__ ._-.:�---.-·-.· ·_ ._-.--·._· ... _ · .. _···: ' _·· .. :·_:�:-:->:��;::·\�· :.\·:':�·�;:d i - � � � -_ , _.: _.::: : . 
-�-- -- . · _ . . - _ -_ · _ :. _ -: ·-. J .  : ·_ · - ·< · ' . . . :<· '_ - �:·-- .  - �  _:; · _ · · :·: --_· . .. : · ._- · : __ ->�· _' : :�� - _ . · _ _ < --::'� - �.:· ... ,>:� · . ...; . : : " <:. - .-.- ... .. -.. -.. . .. . . _ . · .. _,. . . -- .. . . .. - - . . . . . . . . . - .-. . . . . . - . . . . B- 'l','i<L, . . .  · � .. ·-N. ·. . : o· - .. . . �-�-:--��-�� -- _- :: ; - -.. _ _- · . . · _ -- : _ _ - - - : _ -

._: 
. . _ -- .· _- - �--- · . .. - . -. . - - : �- : _ - · : _- - _ · �- � -:B��---<� .. . - �: �� 

. . .. �·: ::.�: :>:��-��:·.·-� �· ..-. · ..... :·:-· · .. · · . .  - . ·· . . . . . . - - · �· · · . · .. _ ··: -:- . .. ... �- --� -;: : · /_. O':;{:<Pfp� the cimttol wheel so bard that . · · Said A-oo&by ·
·�· though h� � - about -

> 

:·_: · -�_·_:·,.·: .: - \_,_ - :-- >hls:knucldes were white. ·He ·.tun:ed. the �to take a train for his .native �Bostoo.· .. .' _-· - · -�--- .  ,-:··_.:_-� ,_ .;_.:::_ �;<lelicate iJts�e�t carefully� - · He - rec� . And now- he was dow� th.ere .fighting. · · 
. 

: � �- �-.. :::·: .��,zed • . Beverly Bates� . voice.. - It for -- his life. · .. .-He would ·nght.� · _ Bin·· -_ _ _ .·. · 
- :-· :_. _-- :�:, :�ou:rtde<J Jen thousand miles away. - - It . · · knew tl;lat . . · lie-- ·woUldn't throw up - his. ·-. · -

.. _ . - :�--� --- :W:a$ ... tepeating Bill's p�ne call over and hand_s �nd quit. �ut a fight wouldn't ·. . . . -- . . -�:: . .  - _qver; · .. . _ . do him_- any _ good -_ whep-- he struck the _ 
- . . . - :- -�::.-: .. � - - ; _  '�Bill �ns.wering; Bev .!'' he shouted. . storin-hl$hed waters below hi�. _ _ : ,_ ·. - _ --

. .  �:--: _ _ .. :-'11te voi�e st�ppe<I· for· a moment: and . The_ great rollers of · that ·sea would_ - -
_ _. · ·::---- - Jlill Jea_n:eq -�loser. - The · roar of the .. · was� over him, bea�.ing .him down _un-til . · : · 

.. 
·. �� < :- .Wind- -was terrifiC, �ting . out · e-Very- they closed · ovet _ Jris head. · · .  - . • .. · · . � 

·:� _.-. Othet sound. _- . 
- . 

. . : 

. . - ;He eonnect€d the. iriterplane . . phone 
- =-� · . . .  : : _ '_'I�m out of �ntrol, Bili t'' : Bev's v..oice and talked to Mike Morale�� -- _ . : · . . 

.: · _  :: -:. :: ·said> � - :�'Rudder. · M.ust have ·_ · been .hit - ·. _ "Bev Bates·_ is down In _ ·the_ storm,'' · 
.. 

-� - - : _ ,_. � -1:& bullets. - �an't fight it a�y longer. he told him. There was a silence for 
. · : ----�� .:: ·Qoing df.)wn. · . <;iood luck.'.' The ·voice a 1110tl1ent� . _· ' - -· _ -. · : · . . · . · ·_ · 

. - - · - :- - - . : : _: · _ ,· .. d�d- aw�y -as ¢e radio - screamed with - t'I'm - sorry, -Bill/' - -Mike · said, Arid -
. - · : · _ __ .; .: - ·. : . :�··_- _:�.- hig� sh�rp notes. . Bill tried to tune it .- . there was real sorrow in his voice. · Bill 

· · _ · - ;-_ : : �. _in -agai� - He called Bev's: name over broke · the connection without - another .- - _ - · 
- �-_ -: :. _:_: ,. and-_ ·ove-r. : _ . . �Sanqy wa_s_ ·_ sitting· . :beside - _ .  word. What_ � · did' it · ._ do to . be � . ·. 
- · · ·--: .. �.:�-- ·llim, his -face · -

- horro,.�stricken. ' sorry ? For a moment -he blamed Mike, · . 
_: . . <--.: � _ < - ···nnr� bead .. �me · down On. : his chest his ·dinky· little island, his . rev�lutio.n. ·· : 
::-·> - - : - - :·.,: · � -. tOr a 'motilent as he turned oft the -radio. 1beo' be .  "Shook himself out of it. - If . ·-
. _: -

_ · - < �-�- · : ·. --- -:<-�: -:11i�n it . came_ up. - Ther-e was · � -- �wild,= -: any ·one . was to blame . it was :his- o�n . 
· 

·:, > __ ,��-� �- - - - · : > ·_ ·, - mad --1ighf �n h!s:eyes:.- He loosen�d his fault� He had : taken on the job. Bey _ 
_ · _ _ _ : ·;- -.:�_· _ _ · _ - . ·-

- -- �: -
· hold ·on- · the -control wheel: ·for a mo-: . _had followed -him, t}Ot �1ike� . _ .  · -

. :_:.-: · _ �:--�?�:-; .. . --:_ _ - : " ·. �-: - -_nleti't and drove" his -right fist into the · "Maybe he 'had :a chance · to laun�h . . . 
. �-"-

: 
<-�:,�\: > -� . :  : --��ltn·· of .. his· left · hand. It · �macked as · · h� h9at/' Sandy sa.id. Bin ·· gave him a . · . - . :-�<<� � < ·<">it might _-qave ·_ smac�ed- on the jaw of , withering gf��. Then be realized -that · _ . _ 

<.: � :�--
-���-:r _ : __ : _ . .  - . �it oppooent · He cur�e<l ·<:hamberlin Sa:ndy_ knew as , well �- he did thaf a - . 

- - �:�: _: ::· ·-. . . -- _anti Herrara . of -Samerr3.- .lt '- wa$ an..: rubber boat couldn�t su,rvive .this stQr·rn . -

-

-. . . 
· -_ -:- �-: : _  .otb.er - murder· on their .heads._ - - far: siXty seconds .. · , · . . . _ _ ---:- - -� : ·� � H.e -knew there was not�'ing _he could. - · · · · · · -

. 
-

· - · . · · . ·. . . - - · -_ 
---- �-- · \to: ��out it_ :- Trying : to· find . �':in this -- FAR · OUT. 'in froot and high above 
: · _ . ·st.nrin would� �_ like · trying· to fittd. the · · .the · tr . . • , _ - · · ,_ - S�orty jerked the · �tick 

: · _ :_ proverbial needJ� in -the- ·baystacki · An<!- , Of the �let - StonDer back into - his 
. .. · < _- - _ �if ·he __ ·did find - him _-� coolan1f :do any- stomach. to b�g ·it �ut. _ _ of a dive. . It _ 

. . • · . .tltjng. _abo.ut Jt.. . LaD:d'ing� Otl -the wa�ers . Was being buffeted a.J.>out .like a leaf in· . · -.
. - _ :})eJow wottld -be like tryiilg :to float a toy . . - a gale. His b<xfy a.clred. f. rom being . . 

: : ·:_ ; ' : boat in ·a wbirlpQOI� _· - - - . . . : throW:n against . the: :_ cowling� · .. -�s.. -· _ - •  . · �-- �ev's- -cultured :voice with . i�s Ha�- . stomach pained frOnt.--· being· - bumped> · · 
· -_ __ . ·_ � >vard -aceent-·- csoonded in · :�bis ·ears . . - He - against his saf_ety strap . . :ais .·hea� :was . · _ 
. · _ :::_-(:: (;cittld _'see Bev'_s- brown 'eyes quietly· smil-- . po_unding frQtn e.xerti� . . and hjs whole · 

:: ·>_:: i11g·· -<at - sOme :  crack from Shorty � or  . · body Was bathed in· perspiration. · · . .  · � .  -_ : . · 
_ __ ·_,· _. -_:_-- : �_Sa�dy. . He �ould see him taking. his · _. · - -�'This is no· pl�e < for Mrs_.-- Hass-ftir..; . · 

. . -
-

-•Snorter - into . the air to .wh_jp it atound ·_ ther's boy/� he· ·wa$· �ying to � himself .. _ - : ·_ . -: · , ::_ :Jbe . - -h�vens like $Ome' fia.*iipg. ·meteor� . between- the ti-_ · he· -h� -his . fist - at_ - _ 
. · . �:.--�;·. � _< -� �:_�x�eie- VfaS.· not a� ves�ige o.f -fear in his ·-

·the .weather. - . He -. � ·on�y shook --� l.ti$ · , · . 
· ·:_: _t< �-�e--Jlp. · : .::, · ·His - .. yoice · ·- had - sounde<J: - . · fist_ at ·it. _ - · He·_�jo�-,�tt he· pleaded: ·with 
. - _- .::·�·-.:�·· :.: <�s�iong�� .f:�t�s$ over' the radio·.- - �-e· _had - it� - � -eu� .at it�-� . . - .. . ' �- : · : 

. : .... � . .. :·:�. ·· :  .:�· ... _:·. � . _ _ :·_ .  ·. ·.. . . . 
. . . � . . . . . . . · . . . ' : . . . .:, . . . -: .- . - -- · _ . ,. . ··. - . . . . . . � . . . . . 

._, 

. . . . . . . . .  - - - . . . . . -;. . . . . - _ .. 

. . . 

-• . 

-· 

. . 
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. 
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· :· .... :·_ . .... -�: .. ·: � _ _, ,.:.' . · · . .. .. .. . . .... ... :. :·· � · . · .: . .. . -.,_. _· . · . .'· . · . · ·  . . ... ·.. . . . .... . ·
. . ·. · . . > · . . . . .... - . "- . · ·� · · _ · ·  .. ·-

' . � . .. .· ·. . . .. - ·- . . .. .. . .  · .. � - . . 
- -. - -- . . .. . . . . . · -

- . .. . 
- ·:.·· . �;= ·· _, ·:He·· · n1arsed· .the . ship back · into level . harder it-rained the higher- he went until · : -, ·. : 
- �  : ,: ·  .. fi�ht only to have it pick�d qp and . . he had twertty�tW'o-- ·thousand' feet·: },e.: . ·-- --�� - · . .  

-

: � slanlmed: down another fonr ·hundred . tween himself and the sea.
- - . · · · · . : ·: � : ! � .  . . . . - .. 

! 

· · . : f:eet. - � fie
. 

ch�ked his' . b�rings. as best ·· _ . At eighteen thousand .feet Red Glea- · - �  . 
.. he'· could� always . keeping one eye on son . was fighting with . a · laughing ten.ac� .

. . . . · 
- his tum-and-bank·· indicator . and his in� ity that was characteristic ·of him. . He.: � ,_ -·· · 

·· · . · ·clinom�er. . . · · . . laughed at' the weather and he thumbed . 
. 

· . . ' . . : · · .. The rain .beaf against the hatch. over- · his
. 
nose at it.. When that didn't do· · · .. · . · . 

, · :. head · and ·play.ed · a· tattoo on his wind- any good he sang
. 
to it He sang with. -

�- s�ield� It roared and raged at him that peculiar tenor, knowing full : well .-.. 
: -. 

. · · without a let-up. · The Scarlet Stormer that he couldn't carry a trine.
· The mo-_ · · . .  - .  

· ·_ · was cre3:king (lnd groaning like a: ship tor sang bass and the scre;nrung : wind -·- · : ·  . · - · .. i.n a heayy se�. _ He wondered how long that beat against his prop, he told 'him�-- - · . ·-_ 
. · it. would hang together, how long any self, was carrying the· baritone, · He _ ·· · 
· - · : ship co11:ld weather a storm.. such as this sang ·his own improvised s.ongs because •

. · . . · 
.- .. one. · . . · .. · he couldn't carry the tune -of any .others. : ·. : · 

· _ ,
. . 

- . _ "Anyway," he _told himself when it Nor could he remember the words. · ·  . · · . . . . _:,· · 0:-': �- - . . _ - see_med that the combined fury of �he . . � - i\s . 
the rairi beat against the wind- . : · . . 

· .el�ment-s had l:>een unleashed upon· htm, shield and _ the wind threatened to tear · · · 
. . . 

. .�_''i� -
- can't get any worse. . _ And 'When the wings 'from his Snorter · � went . : · · 

. thmgs can't get _ worse. they usually get into cf serenade : 
., 

\ �--·: · 
bett " . . - . . . . . . . 

. . . _ · · · · er. · . . . . . . . . . _ . .

_ · ·· .::··· ·: . · · . . . •- . _ · -
. 
But · Shorty . had never .·tried · to ride "Percival Green was an air-o-plane. fieiut, · · , . . · : · · _ · >  

( · . out a West Indian . hurricane before. All he knew in .the world- was air. . . . 
· > ,: : � : , Fifteen thousand feet down the �hip In a Hi'span,o Sit� a lie Was a · geeza, . � ... .· .. · .. · . . . ,. - : ·-- -.__._ · · 

. -�_ would · not have lived for fifteen min- ' In a �owling ·gale -he was a bear� - · · . .. . .. . - : ;. ·. . . . - . . - . 
: . ; . .. . - .. .... .. . 

- �-.:-�: . :)��:.;_. _ -.-. ·_ -
utes._ _ That he was riding the top of Y·ou can go and tell his 'mother, · ·. � _. · 

.�· .

: <-�:��\:> · . .  'the ·· storm- was the . only thing that saved He's about to take another · : . . . . .. . . · - · :·� -· '.-·:· < · _the Stortner frQm being taken apart like · Air-o..;plane glide. · · : .. . .. . , . ._ 
<.: � :�:�::�;r ·. -_ .. · 50 much matchwood. 

- · · · · ·  ·· · - :.> ·. . .· .-• ·. About on . an even keel with Shorty, · · "Not so l:lbt/' he said to - hims.elf. - · 

-

.. · and also riding the top of the storm . "But how can you expect a guy to com"'· : 
� W:er:e Red Gleason� Cy and · Henderson. pose good·-- music in a sto.rtn like this. I · . . · 

. · They. were riding i� with a stoicism pe- wonder how the rest of these monkeys · · 
culiar to each �one· of them. To Render-

. are · holding up. And I .wonder where · · ·. · · · · · · · · · I am !'' . . · .· .� son, . the square-faced, level-headed . ex.. · · · · 
· · . �-�giti.eer the storm was a .storm. It was He studied his c�pass and · checked . : · .  

_ . · · somethi�g you. had to· fight .• arid you had · his course against it. Theti he shrugged · , · · · · 
>to lick -it . or it licked· you. He didnJt his shoulde.rs: .. 

H.� �idn't koow whe�e · · _ · 
-stop to wonder whether he -was going t� . ?e _was 

_
and he dtdn t, . �t the moment, . 

. - . _win� - · He . just · stuck to · his controls · much gtv� a darn. ��s . whole . bQdy . . · 
_ · · · and " (ought the . weather. 

. 
That . was his- ache.d . . H1s ---head was . r1�gtng from the _ _ · .. 

. . job� ;That was what he was there for. · beattng he had- be�n taktng. He mar- . · 
·� .To Cy ·it was· even more of- an every- veled tha.t the · tetJlfic gale hadn�t torn . · · . · · - : 
· day affair.· He ·would probably have , his ship apart. . . � · _ - . ' . 

. been half asleep if water hadn't been "You're _a stout fella;.,and you've got , . · _ ·:·· ; . . _ cascading down his neck. · .. .  · · to- g�t me out of this," he said :With · � .. · . -· . · · 
· · �-�-- · · _ • � ·E_yery· few minutes he· would shift · · grin, patting the. instrument boar<J·: If.e -i: · � · · . · · his. position irritably and try to close the · · . · threw on his radio. .. · A · roar like tb� -:·· · : .:: •· : • . . ��ch · over. �is head a little tighter. The bellow of a·· mad buU greeted him.· . . · · ,' 

-
:�. : _ _ · _ 

. . . , 

. . . . . ,. - . . . . - . .. . . ... _ . . . 
. . . . = - - . . •

. . - . . -. ·\. . ( . · · , ....... 

·.• 

.. .. · ., . ' . · . .... . . . . . . . - . . . . . .· - . .  " . .. .. . 

. 
•. 

. . 
. " "· 

. 

. . -

·�··· :· . . 
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Ill��: - :B·A��ES' ·. hack· atid · ·arms·- -·_�'I -c;l��� .kn<;>w/'-- _Bin- s�d -duli}t .. - .. -�J. __ ::� .. � 

.:.:-�--: ' ached-_ as· he_ ·hung grimly to. the .�.. 
. 

' -

. 

- --� o.Ae -�f '��� the,-m _·: '.:I!-ev·�··- nat�'·:� .i� -. 
· . . 

¥ 

· · 

.

. :· 
..

. . trol _wpee.l _Q�f ·_ the h�vy transport. It .. do�n . . � I��-·g9ing .to ':ch¢ek the . . -�-��t�::-n�rw �-. 
_.-, __ , - .w�s like_. driving· a truck -where"you h�d ifi,·c�·-get tJiefn." ·_ · ·  · ·.- · · _·-:_ -:-· . . ::: · . · ··· ·. -�- · 
: ·. · · t<> put all the strength of your shoUt- .. _.t'Tb.ere..'is. a �big ·hydrOp.Wle hangar · at · · � 
· · . �aers and' arms -into th� work. - His ·eyes · San· Juan- ," 'Mike ·said . . 

- �'It used .to � 
were ·worried_ and· red-rimmed. He- ... a� sugar·" warehouse . and was bui lt two 

- : . '  � wondered _ if. any of· the other ships had or th�i-ee: hundre� ·.y�ars ago . to with- --� 
· 

· ·.. - . w eat4ered ·.the- nightntare of . the past stand hurrican�. · r· �i�� you ·· can get -
-= · _ th�ee - hour�. It_. didn't seem possible ·a11 yo tit planes .in 1t..if we ·tan get down 

_:. -· that the· :f�it litt�e amphibians could before ::tqe storm ·breaks · agai�. · But -
.

· 

_. . live. thr�h it... 
· �,_ - - . don't try to. l�ntf i� it has broken-. · None , 

-. -

.· ... · _Sudde�y he .noticed that the wind of y-�iir . . sh�ps w�uld surviy_e a minute - . . 
·: .. � ¥wa5' -abating� ·. FOg· and rain no_ longer near groqnd.· · .. · You. might bett�r. stay . . .. 
· , ·. licked . a�d · beat · at. the windowpanes. in the air and try-to ·�ide· it out. " - ·· . 

. .. 

· ·.-- . - H-i.s·: a.lr�· �ndieato:r . . showed that. he had.. .  "We're almost otit of 'iuel," Bill said� 
, · ·. picked. up · ·forty .J;l1iles . an . ho�r. It "We'll JJ.ave to make i!. · l'in going �-o · : 

. . - -- · . . had ·· happened so �ddenly it was hard_ try to_ contact th�· oth�r plane_s no:vv." 

' ' " . . .. 

._ to belie¥elt - Bill hel<i his breath as. he made. ad-··- / 
. - -

· H-e spok_e ove� the interplane ph one justnients on the radio. Wh�n he threw · . 

to see if all of the crew w.ere all right. the switch, no static bl�red _in his ears. 
. . H-e noticed· that Sandy was heavy-eyed Just a . faint crackle that sounded _ as 
: . .  

·
.· _and pale · .thr<iugh . his tanned skin. He though it might come -from a storm far - ._ 

� - - . � : ... ' ·knew'hO.w the.:- kid felt. weary, 'weary 'away. ; . 
·

: ' . . .  . . 

' ( 
-., : ·. · 

--��
-

� � . 
· . ·: . ' _·. to _ .Gl. _pQittt . :of - e�haustion. A a·· though :. � ��Shorty-!" he. bellowed� u:R

.
ed, Cy, 

_ .- .: . ;. · .:__ - · ·�. ,he · �had -been beaten for- hours. Henderson. !" · 
.. . . - ·�':. .... . ---. . ' -· .. - . . ... . . . ... 1 .• . _ ;·:: ·_ · . - :··_:>":: _:- . _ · · .. : · . . ,�t �idn}t ·want · to· · tell you _before,'' . · The four of-them-

. 
gave h�m the . all• 

.- ·. : ·:_,:··:_�- · 
,

. 
· 
. M-ike Morales said when Bill spoke to-. ·clear ·signal. His breath. hissed� between ·. _· , _·� �- ·��., -_ . - him. · '·'1 didn't Waitt to worry you need-- his. lips as he . . exhaled.· His eyes .swept. 

_- ·:/.--·�- · · les.sly if you didn't 'know it. But you've - from his map and chart to the instru-
. . 

-

- . -- . 
. 

flown· through - th e first half of a hurri- ment board as he asked them for their . 
cane. T·he only thing· tttat kept us frqm· posit-ions. He �hecked them against his · : ·: 

· being · taken _apart. ·was y our altitude.. own ·and or_dered them all to ·- C9Jl1e _to � _-. 

. JW �- wer�. riding. on ·the_ top of it. You'll . his position� Ten minutes later they 
. 

·.. � to .. make � Juan .be ore tt. breaks .. "Shorty," .... Bill . t!lstructed,. "Break .. . ' . '' ' 
' . ', -

: 

., " 
. · .agatn .. -- · · . · ; . _ away and get - to San Juan as fast as the · . ·· 
· . . '�A·gain ?'' BiU roared.- Stormer· will tak� you-there. · -Land in 

.. -· 
· ��Again,'' Mike repeated. "This. is the harbor and. Joc.ate .th.�.:-�'4 . . �. l:l�ar 

· the lull· �t alWays comes in the mi�dle. 
waiehouse that has

, 
been couverted into 

· We're 1n .the center of the hurrtcane a hangar. _ _  �ake em make room for . . 

now � · After it� swings its tail around to us. ·Mike. says _this storm. is going to 
_ the west .it will hit us. again. If it · · break agatn soon.. We'll ·pu�h. on as 

:. weren't for y:oo.r motors you would real-. .  ,

·fast as- we
· 

can and ·try to get down be-
. ·_ .. ·· .. ize . what · is ·happening. If your motQrs fore.:it break�. As·,soo� .. as you· get there : 

·. �.. were· .· ·�d ·.you would.- learn what si-' 
- contact .me on the. radto� 

·� 
· ... · . . .. - lenee_ is�: ·.The silence in the. middle ·of .. · "I f orgot to t�lL- you/' he finished, 
.. - · . · ·. _ · :� · :a hurricane is .ear�splitting . How }1�ve. . "Bey -�ept _down· w.ith his . sbi��··in· ·the 

.. 
.. ·· . . · . -�he� · -

other. phines:--Jar·ed ?'' · . . . . . storm� h . .. There was a·· silen.Ce:· from the 
' ' ' . . . .. . . .. . - .. -· · . . . . ·-

• 
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. Retractable gun turret on 
transport . 
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. - . 
foor_ men w·ho got the message. Per
haps they did not trust themselves to 
speak.· . . · -

· 

"l' m signing off now," Bill finished 
gruffly. u'Give your Snorters aU they've 
got. I'll stick with you." . · 

• 

"Isn't there anything we can do 
about Bev ?" Sandy asked in a moment. 

"Nothing, kid,'' Bill said.-

''Gee, he was a swell guy," Sandy 
·said .. 

Bill didn't answer him. He bent for
ward over the instrument panel. His 

, eyes were a little blurred a.S he studied 
the dials and indicators. 

· The roaring, steady drone of the two 
powerful Diesels cam� more plainly 
through the soundproofed cabin now. 
Bill's eye.s, his whole body, ached. He 
tried to lean back and· relax, but he 
could not get the thought of Bev Bates 
out of hi _s-mind. His face was haggard 
and lined and gaunt. Its usual bronze 
had turned to pasty white. 

The minute seemed to drag into· 
hours as the four sh-ips raced through 
the muggy unnat�ral calm that had ?et

- tied about them. Bill had the throttle 
of the transport open wide and he found 
that it could hold its own with the 

.. Snorters. It was the first time -he had 
ever called on a full performance· from 

+ ·�·"'··· • 
' '  " ..

. . . . " . .. ..__ . .. .. _.. .. ...... � . .  
• ._ • • . ·.: 4 • . - . . . . . . . . - .. . . � ; . 
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the �two · mO.tors. They were fanning 
their way thr�ugh the air withthe· speed 

, of a pursuit plane. . 
Every few minll:tes he took the. i- · 

tions of the Snorters. The fuel su ly 
of all of them was dwindling. He .be
gan to count the minutes. The · hands 
on the clock seemed to be chain-ed in 
one place. 

"You'll have to hutry," Mike ¥orales 
told him over the ·telephone. "There 
won't be .any .warning -this time.. · I 
·mean, it won'f come up· graQ.ually.. It 
will pop out of the. west .like a fifteen· 
inch shell.'' · ·· . . ,. 

"I'm giving her all she:s got, Mike," 
Bill answe�d, wearily. 

F�ve minutes later Bill spoke sharply 
to the pilots of the three Snorters. . 

"'Nose· 'em down -now/' he said. HJ'll 
lead the way. We'll have to circle over 
the harbor to get our bearings. You 
go in first, Red. Then Cy an_d· then 
Henderson. Take if easy. ·. Shorty just 
told me he had mad� a landing.· T�ere 
is room for. us in t� hangar. It's on 
the far side of the harbor. You'll have 
to land and taxi into it carefully. T-he 
harbor is littered with wrecks. You'll 
be able to spot Shorty. He'll be on a 
sea wall on the side of the harbor that 

-

leads up to the town. Let's· go!" 
The four ·ships poked their · noses 

down out of the soupy atmosphere· and 
circled above the harbor. It was al-
most impossible to see the water.. The . . 

· buildings of San Juan were m�re blurs 
in the warm,' moist fog that =hung over 
them. .· 

After he had ascertained· the direc
tion of the almost imperceptible breeze 
that fanned the harbor,· Red took his 
Snorter down in a steep landing. Two 
thin lines like the wake of torpedoes 
followed his _pontoons toward the huge· 
stone building at the far side- of the 
harbor. Cy and Henderson followed 

· hirp down ·with Bill
. 

bringing up . the 
rear. 

• 

. ... •. 
• 
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THEY HAP no sooner slid the huge-,. ·-down in spite ·of their be�f:l!t. ·ta.sh� · to-
iron�bo�nc,�� 9,(1-o.rs a�ross the_ frol}t. of-: �·:g

,
ether. .··;l:l� watched 'th�t anxiously, 

the stene. ·. b_�l4:ing
· 

tJuui:· the_ I�st tra�e-":���. '" rt1-Sli�g , ·he,re::,. a_nd .: �h�r� �-� :direct Har

of dayHg4t ··:$r� d to be extit}guish�4:� - - �,·:w;po(f ·�and'· Miles an·d · ·.- old-'� Ch_a,rlie in 
a5 though tl!o�i�.w9rl� had been shut in;,: ��'l���g the · planes · from ¥ttjg ground 
a dark room�. There were no stars, :.to· bits.· · J¥1ch time· a \�(av-e slapped 
only blacknesS ·and the hissing roar of_ �against the sliding d�rs and bent them 
the wind a·s .::it came out of the wesh-- _-- ipward. he held his breath: ' .. ,,. -
It was as thqugh a giant ferris wheel; :.� · The din was terrific how} madden- . 
a ferris wheel �· ·thousand miles in diam- .�- �ing. Shorty stooq ·. w1t\l: his hands 

. eter had suddenly been set into mo- �·� clapped over his ears whit_� ·Red Glea
tion with-a !llillion pieces .of scrap iron_.�� -"sQn· tried to add to the noi·se b_y sing
tied to it, �ct�nging against one another<-: .. :ing. H� �ld Qot.--�r 

. h�.;;;own _vpice. · 

· 

The hea�·�<{� �t�ucture vibrated �$· ':<-.�Cy . H�wkins w� h�dd_l���:)!P trying to 
the .g�s t���w ��nnon balls on _the, �or�� ;�i::�kee:� .... warm·.. , He w� we�I-�� ���skin. 
ruga.ted_ ir()t!-r�f·: Bamboos b�hind �he: �:::�-�e �old them he had 'Se�n�a hurricane 
stone build�g bent� and rattte'd like de�tl: :·� -be for .e. "It came in -off-: th� gulf/' he 
men's booes·�:shaking castanets. ·-·-:- �'-said, "and hit east Texas"�-- ., Only one· 

The magnificent avenues of royar �-chicken and one mule 1eft it1. to.wn when 
palms along tbe_ water front were picked�·, it was over. Dead horses,- �dead pigs, 
up Jike toothpicks and flung hundreds� ' ·dead cows, dead people, dead every
of feet away .. " 'Through the increasing�--�--: thing!" ,. He shuddered: , 

,· - · ." ... . 
r�r of th� wincl the rain beat a steady-::�-� .. The hurrkane window:$· �of the old 
tattoo on -�th� ,:r�oof. " Abo;ve it all ro�e!. �-� st{}ne-· building had· beetl c��4- and their · 
the sh.rilt .. �fi;e-r·,:of the· milliQn.s P.f .see�s ·�-1>�-ts �ropped to hold· then{{gi . . piace, but' 

· · in t:he ctry;:- fi�' ·'of·. '� shaggy-;shaggy�t���: 'f�·��.eefQ·ea that ;a bundre.�y�4tig natit fin-- . . �tees. . . �- -··.
_
. : .�·· . . . -· 

. : [-:��: .g-ers w.ere tugging at ' th�l» rtrying to . 
· · Sandy,: li�ing to the horrible clifF�· ... i:ip .out staples and hooks.. 

.

. The. hanga� 
of_ the stnr�.,�u1d not believe his ea�s. :-:�cr�w kept thumping th¢!11' _back into 
Shingles . .. f�es-, thatched roofs, and· place .knowing that, if ��- :�went and 
treetops beal on the roof of the build-- ;; � the wind burst in, the r.Oof would go 
ing like the \lombardment of heavy ar ... ·-: salling off the place. . . �- � -_ - . 
tillery.' Tb��terrified hQwlings and bel: -�; - _· The manager of the ·airpqrt came up 
lowings o£. ani�als joined the shrieking �.,"t-o Bill and shook his han� t 

·. His hair 
and gri�di'P:i- o{ trees and the pounding' ::.�was� . inatted over his f�c�., '·his shirt 
of the br:e��f.$;�1.1 the reefs ip. the llar-� �_;:·_; lpp�d to ribbons� 

. . His ba�;.)V�s stained 
bor. -· ··- :.-��. -�--

. 
��. ·. -· .· � .. � ·

. ,7'� -·" >:�:�: :;with 'b!Q9a tron:t· a gis"h W·�1J.t$·_ sb:.oul,der. 
• 

�. . , . - .�-. - .. - - . ..  ,., ,:X 'f, - • .....,:.�# -.. 

·A s  Sari:9y-)tur�ed around to surv�y :._�_:--a:'· ,�·'Y ou�re the first 11\��;.. "W:ho ever 
.... 

"" ....... • 
... ' 

·-·- • 'l.. .. - ,. � �� ·- • 

the big stqne- �uilding he saw ro� after":.:- ·p_�ought a fleet of shtps, tJ:t-,.- say · nothtng 
row of roflit:tg-eyes and hanging tongues � .:€)f one ship, through a-� -West Indian 
in the far corners of the buil<fing. He � ;nur.ricane,'' he said. · 

. 

pointed the. Strange sight out to Bi� . . �= _HI ·\vas lucky,". Bill Said�� �al got a 
Mike Morale5-laughed. · _: : storm warning in Miami, but you know 

"-They're :native blacks,'' Mike ex: :: how storm warnings are��, ,.�Sometimes 
plained. 1'Cat11e �her� for shelter. N9t" �-they jell_ and most tin1�s t�e

_
y .don'L I 

one o{ them will have a home when this.� . thought � could get thr�.gfi befo-re . it . . , ' . -' - •. b . k ', . . < • • • : ., ts over.· ·. · · - · 

· �· . �- . er.o e. · ·· .. .. . -·- · .. �"- -.· . 

. Water was : beating against the hug.e·- :::� . . --... •tt>id you ·lose any s1t!·p��·�t· -.� ·: � . 
. 

. 
sliding door.s ·_of the. hangar. Th.e p .Iane�· � -�-. � uone," Bill said. 

· 
_ .. . ·. � . . . :� . . . · � 

of Bill's · fleet were bobbing up an.d - - ---- .• ,.What about, the pilot?'' - ·: , 
• • 

" . 

• 
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Bill shrugged his shoulders and . to. rest on Bill. He shoo!< his head from 
turned his. f.ac_e away. T·he .manager un- -�--: $"ide to side, - . . 1.- . •  _ • 
derstood� a·e didn't �sk a�y m.ore ques· . 

-: :_ .(�I1.m gla.� you. w_�re �st��mng .. there," 
tions. . - - ._ · . · � . . � . - ·· -._·_- ·#e· ·sai� with, a shudder.�- .- ··:�;·_,w�� having 

Five bours..Jater, when the hurri�n� ::�� -�igh_tmare.'' H·e str-etih�-- out his -
had revolved ·:itself away into the ea�t � ·]�gs cautiously and groa�(f�� · -��� ache/' 
carrying its -artillery on the caissons of . ::Jhe added. · ·, - ' � 

the wind! Bill. -and his men fell asleep.�.��.:- uwant to take a look ·oms-ide?" Bill 
Some of them sank where they stood_; ·asl}-ed him. He nodded. .

- · · -�---
o�her� m�_�e-d_

-t<> climb into the �ock� -,_-- � They made their way o-ver�and around 
p1.ts of th��1r .shtps. The manager an� ·,�he forms of men who had' dropped in 
crew of t4�:--.h��gar fell exhausted ()f! _ � their tracks the night be�ore�·to a little 
the. hard e�ll�\'7te� · · · · 

-
. . .  - · /:� �oor at the back of the · na�t; . . : They 

� ����: B��� !_:" �d.-
, 
�· ade� su_:� _ tha� al�. q� -�-4��Jh.te-� the bar and st�pJ?ed�; �ut into the 

h1s. ru�� w�r�;?P,e?�ecl-.. do�n 1n one �l�� 
.

. · ���-h.lug_ky ·ctayl�ght. . .. . . _ · .  _ ·-:� .. :.� � or . a?othe. r> }!� v :bmbed tnto the ptlot � �----::_-_ The tragedy that greet€$1� tpejr gaze compartment�_. � J- tb:e transport. �.:_-brought a gasp of horror to their li s. He sank -J_nto tne commander's seat - I , . 

· h . h · h� - � 
-

---. . · 

p 
· h h. · ·· .d : A b d b . d d -- t was a sxg t sue as t ey n-ever seen w1t 1s fill) _- anQ o y rutse an. - l......_f - A · h· h ld b - d h. H - --f--11 1 · h · . -- =-� ore. stg t t at wou _ 

ave cause ac 1ng. e-_�-- e _as eep wtt a vlston - � _ - _ . / 'h-h - - ·_ - ·· 

f B · B- · , :- j 1 d · f "' ..1 _ a-p y tnan to gasp wtt orror ¥ • o · ev at�? eyes p ea tng or atu _ .. 
as the waters: .o f  the storm-lashed At- >.'=. Where there were tr� _-s .t!ll stand-
lantic rolled ��er· him. .. . �>- "'

· 
.. __ � �--::

Jn� _, they were headles-s. __ _- · L�g, gray, 
. . '���" - _ . 

· 

· .. --:� · · .,.:<��>� _:-_:L·--: �.w�ted ttunks that _had�_ ··li.een proud · 
. --���-- }�),.-�. , ·-� : .. ·.-. ::- .: . · � ·_.� : � · � ::, · :_· �\ ���:�-i -�.:., .Jlt9�. 'palms stuck th��r-. �W?�ped ·s.hafts 

x ... 
· v .l GA- · _-;�����- ··:::� .. _ �-��: . . -��

. 
·. --�. ..,� t ���� � ·� < ·: :.:.:I�� J���9 -�lJe $�.Y-'. Stoni;· ·w�� .. :-��r·e down 

·WHEN -�RlLL aw'oke he <;ould hear-.��::--� -�� n� f�om soljle· q£:�t�etQ� � ;#-�):1;1�ed the 
the lap, ki.p�of: water ·against the pop�: -:-�--!�¢� of m�n. Everythi�l1K::���ept the 
toons of'' thet·-�!i�sport and could fee£-- �:�.��to�e hurr1�ne hou�es .. : !_�re down� 
the. gentle -sv:?ay as it .. ·bobbed back and ·<:, .�S�akes and hzards ran al�pg the dead 
forth. From� the far corners of the ��--�?ots -of the trees� Lan-d� crabs scut
hangar came-� th-e continual prayers and _· �_ t-l;d . along unmolested . ���-qugh the 
groans of , _the b�acks who were stilf: -� ;�e'l?.rts. � , · ·· l : --· _ -� _ 

huddled ther�t _The hangar .was as black:�, ��:::; T�e streets and gardens --��r� full �f 
as a dungeon .. He switched on the cabin --;:$p;b-b1sh ana the shore of-i _ t.ne harbor 
light and: _,:}��&,f· at his ·wrist wateb: <�,:\y�� .. stre� �ith the. wrecl}��- of ships. 
It was s.�- -���l�k:in ·t·he m,o.rn.ing. ·� , 

... 

·· 

--�;;:��!:i��rrds ·pf�_,PQt;tnq� �$�A�:� ��t� , be-
Sa;ndy ��;��pr�wled out over the p()r{. '.- 'J�1�mg to dec;ay ·where: t�¥ _b�d �en 

pilot's se�t ., .It!� chead was thrown baek -. fhruwn up on the banks.<:- -_T here was 
in a postur.e�� <St_ 'utter exhaustion. ;His · -� .horrible stillness abour �he:�_- place. A 
hair was matted on his face and head.· ,_ �-ferv ragged blacks with" r.olling., fear-

. Bill tried to._ peer into the blackness of��--�-. -er_a.,zed �yes poked amo� �the ·ctebris o£ 
the hangar: ���t -a person was stirring. .. -- :-tr�mpled walls and tha.tch¢d ... roofed 
Only the_ ee�ie· chanting of the half-- -_-nuns. � , : _ · 
n1ad black:s -���e to his ears. · �The stench of decomposing flesh min-

As he st;�i�e
-
� down the steps to-. the -�gkd with the odor of rum-. _and filth. 

lower de�k, ·$ ap<fty open,ed his eyes. FQr , --_�l1��e ccould, be se.en a woman's· hat, there 
a motnen� be--. .:s�red .at the d.im.· bql�- ·. �= ,�atf� � sbo�e... Pers��nal _.thitigs that had 
above his h:ea-d · with eyes that were .. 'lfeen picked up .l?Y the· ga]:e��nd- · c�rried 
wide. Slowly1�l1is .gaze circled the room - ];t�ndreds of yards or miles._ :. . -

• 
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JUSt _c.omu�g to h£� when they got bade . 
a:nyth�:ttg __ · li,l_{�- - �it!" · _: � - ·· - _ 

,-,.There --isif'(. :��ythl1.l;g_ 1i
_
k�-- ·:it, -�d -;�-' __ 

B.ill �sai<;L 
-: !.�Fightt�g en. ·Mny _. plane:$ -in�·

the· -. a�_r _ i� ����--J�lay�-�c�fiJ���� l�Jight� 
i�g th� :�w�th�t�· ._ -��Let�s ..... g� ��c�,�-m¢l� 

·-"' .. --� 
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It w�- ·the.n that the� t�J.le gr�atn�ss· of ·But.-·- Barnes -m�d� .·-itself' manifest. He 
�-a�: ·tit�� ... �it :�xbau-sted a.s· any of 

-�pi�-�m:�n;,· � ,!;:{ js ·milia, w:a�s�:a -whirt�l of 
�-tUen�al . �liaos:.. . 

· ·B-ut . . .. he threw· . off the ' _.. � • ·-x.• -. --
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stir . . _tip··-::6u;r:<q.ro.\Yd ·ap,cl g·��;��:ut 

_
_ -Qt_�: h_e�r.e:�-- .. £_,battle· ali(f,'!Q<ikj�g � the:�� ·-r�alized. that 

-p1ace -will be'�:·a jn-fid:· lln�e�· iil� a · J�w.� -�:_$e niri?t- - ta�e -. :fue"nf�th�>--rest:vo$ the \V�Y 

-

T_he 
mo.r.e 

ltoti�rS·
;:,; -�- ·,. 7-' . :.� ._, .. � r� -� . .. " · .. ; � �

- .. "-<' �itfi. -,tlfe sheer� ·fQr�-��.of His ·own win. 
G:ulpin,g., _t.hey� ·tttr-necl ·a-w�� -�r�--:t�� · 

·>- R·e _ --·rhotfi4 .·out. ·· charli�· and , .half 
�treet ·of -death an·d des.tfu�ti6n.- . ... ·:, _··:ar.�gg�d.: ·niin -t _o the···�gruJ��; of the tra:n$.· 
- Bilrs m.en at:ld- �t�e 'hing,a� ;Ct�eW-'.Wete '·P9rf t:O .p_t:¢p�t:e.� toGxt He �went _ ·am-ong 
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. £;- .. · .\' .·.:. � ....... · . . . ' . � . .. .· ·. . . .. - · - . . ..... . · .. � - . . � -. - - · . ·.-> -�e- could finaJly. tin�rstand J'ony, Tony . Utes later 'what effect tne _ n'ew-s had·. �-·.· _''_'· - . . .. . . . . . · -
. . >could hardly speak_ be:cause of anxiety- . had on them. The. sky over San. Juan · -� -· 

· · · . . and · nervous excitement. · tiarbor became an aerial circus for fi'f- . 

. . 
•. . . . . . 

. . . 

! 

. . . 

· 

_. --· ... "I've .. been trying to get' you �11 night �een minute� as the three Snorters ·and · . and all d�y,'� he. said to Bill. "I beard · the Scarlet Stormer · were _whipped · 
.· :: frop1 Bev, B111 ! _" _. · Tony's voice was through eyery evolution known td.-air·· · 

· · �: · .  s�rill. HDo you get what I say?" A . men. Inverted outside loops- were --.fol- __ � 

_
;· 

· · · :
_: . band of ste�l l�ked itself around Bill's . lowed -.by wing-overs .and barrel rolls

. 
. 

· · ·. ·beart for a moment. He couldn't s-peak. -until· Bill himself became dizzy. 
· · ·. · His ha�ds· cten·ched and his' face:burned. · "Snap· out of it, y.ou_guys !". he roared 

' 

:. · He· forced himself to speak c�lmly. at them� ·· "Fall into formation. . · ·we 
· · _·. · . . ''I get you, Tony/'. he said, at last._ still have a jo� to do/' . . . . . ·, 

. _:_ '�What . �bout Bev ?" . . . As �he five planes took their positions .:: 
. "He · got down safe, , Bil�! He was Sandy dropped into the port pilot's seat, .. . · 

. · � bruised . and battered; -but nothing seri- and too� · the .controls from Bill. -He� . 
. · . . ous. · He got hi�.- ship down and had to looked· at Bill with qu-estioning eyes_. : . . 
: · :;. 1�� on his· stomach·· with his face to the Bill laughed. . · · · · 

· · _· _:_; . . · .. . · .. ground · for · four hours. ·because of· the "All right, kid-;''. he . said. '�I .. know .. � . · . � 
· · · · -.. ·hurricane� · -H e's _all right. The mes� · what's on your mind.. You can break� · 

. . . ·sage -carne frqm the station at Guanta- out the Eaglet before we J�nd at Viga. · 
. : · .

. namo. T.hat's all I ·know so far." We'll ,probably .be needing it.�' Sandy's 
. · · . . . ... "-That's . enough !" Bjll said. . · face lighted up like the face_ of �a child· . . . ·:;_.· ·:. · · .  . '�Are ,the .rest of you all right?;' Tony . who has just been given a lollipop� ·: · · ·>. 

, _,; asked. "Hotcha r' he said. The lines of . :. ·. . . ... . . . . 

.. 

·. ·· > �:��· .. · . , : .. · '-'We rnade it," Bill, said. "Just. I'll weariness seemed to diSappear from his . . 
. 
;· . . . :,·:::.._�:-. . .. · · . ' . . · C()ntact you again in a couple of hours, face. · "I -h ope you haven�t shot · down . t · � 
·�.:.-:. �:-·/{.� _· .. · .... To.ny. When we reach Viga. Stand alf th(}se rebels." · . . · · '

. 
¥" _ .. "·:· �-�)���.-� .

_ 
by." � . . . Bill's eyes were laughing . . The news . · 

·.- · :·� _ ->�.. _· · :Bill flipped the switi:h and sank' back about r-ev had served him as a physical. · . , 
'.: � :�:�:.�-�, · · · . · in .his chair. It was like seeing·. - an. o_ld · massage to knead the aehe ouf of h_is. . . - �> .. ·.... . '· ·�:friend climb out of his coffin. It was own muscles, The world . looked· . · 

-

· · ·  · · . '- incredible. No, it wasn't. Bev was the·· brighter. The e.xpeditiop didn'� . seen1. . -- -· 

.. 

. � .. � . kind of bird who wouldn't stop fight- . · so disastrous, so futile, now. . : . 
. . �,_� .... . ing as .long · as he had any breath l.eft Ten thous�d feet below the. droning·· . . 

.. in pis . body. . They were all like that. transport a thousand islands .broke the 
· · .. · .E-very mother's. son oJ them . . They'd surface of the Carib_bean Sea. Some 

· · :. take a sock on the nose and. go back of them were barren, rocky, uninhab� .. ·:·: .. for more. That's what made them w·hat ited. Others were a mass of green and · 
· ·· · . · t�ey w�re. . ·. blue th�t became w�oded . �His, n�rr<>w . . 
. : . , . The news made him feel like one of · valleys . a.nd · misty mountatn· tops · that 
· . :. • · those bodies crushed beneath a stone. -reached into the clouds.· . A planter's 

.
. 

·· ·�,.·w-all · or hous� along the harbor. Only ··house.· ·· gleamed whi.te in a . valley; ·-� 
· · �he wall had been lifted from_ hit.n a�d pebbly beach stretched· between higb · .  

· . ·. ·: ·. he , wa& stilf alive. He knew the news bluffs with a groye of palms half hid�. ·,:. . · . 
· .. -�_:· ._:. ·w()uld put the:rest of. his crowd b�ck on . ing a village of rude h.uts along· its bor� · 

.· . ·-::· 
. ·. _ .th�ir. feet. He.!Yclimbed out on ·a wing · der.. . · . . . . . � 

•· .  :_:�.· .� Q{ the transport and -had it relayed from . · Mi'-<e Morales' eyes gleamed i11 his-
-• -� -. _, :·_:_plane to phine. · flushed. -f ace as he ·gazed dow� on t.he . 
· . --� ·,· :·::·,_-He could tell by the way they- all . str_ing of island� he kne:w so w.ell. He.· · ·�-· · 

.

. :/.tOQk·--tlieir= ships-:into the air a few min-- had been a man without a· �ountry an9 _ .
.. . : . -.. . . : ,· .:-. . .� - . .... . .· - . . . . . ; . . . . - ... . . . . . . ' 

. . . . . . . . 
. , '· 

' 

: 

·.• 

.. . 

. ·. 

. . 
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. 
. . . 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ·: . . . . . .. 
' 

" 

·��;_ .. ·.\· :_:.� ...... _ . ' . � . .. .· ·. . . .. - ·- . . ...... · .. � - .  

. - . . . . . . . . .. ' . - - ·. . ., . . . : . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . -. '. · . - _ .· _:_ -··noW-he Wa·s _rethrnirig �horne . . _·= Bin, loo�� . plarie whir fed airound.-in a-- -fast im·mel.:' - ; �-���---_-. ·_ -
. .  

>-<· __ ing. . . at him, was.:glad that he.··:had· un.:.· · mann an�l -dQve._: · _ Shorty pt.ish�d .-_his->-�-":._-:·· __ . _ __ - - (]ett�ken the expedition. · --- - _ · - · _ sti�k forward and hea-ded straight- for:-_-__ -_< __ :,�- · · _ . 
. 
-
-. - -- . . .. . - -.. · -

- . -- . . . . . - .. 

! 

- _ .. _ ·-·· <�'Do Y9U think· we�re :apt to r�n itlt� t�_ blu�-green waters ·of_ the-· tar!bb¢an-·- �-::'::�--�--
- · _ -

_ :any :-trouble·: tp.-day·?"_· Bill-. asked 'Mike. • untH� . his . air--speed· 'indicato� gallo� --<�-:-_:�:--

- <:-- _ - -"1 :- don1t -- think so," Mike �nswered. past four · hundred miles an 'hour": · H·e . :- :· :<-< :· 
<· .·:_ -::·_ H()f' coutse, they may ··sefid -out scouts . - eased -the · �stick 9:ack -while. the- n10tor_ --- - -�- :-:-: , · 

·_- _: : :. :t(f:·-watch for us - -knowing- we are . 
com- .· screamed � protest. __ The nose· pointed_--

-�·--::-�:"· . 
.- - -·.:;ng. I;- --,.: - . __ - - . · f.or - the sky·and ca�eover�:- -T�:·,;· _:·-_: __ -

_ -
.-- _ 

-... -,�I-think .so!" ·sandy's-shrill voice cut Stor�er- was on its hack.; · The b�pl.ah�_<< ---- - --_ 
. _ -

-� :i� as he pointed t�ward the :dim speck wa.s _just ahea�l of it. - Before -it .cou19 -� -
-: ,�, -

-

_ · _ __ · _- thafwas-the Scarl_et Stormer far ahead . slip. out �fH_the way�-

- Sho-rty poured lead -· . - �-- · 
. - - A.-biplane was diving on -it fro111 abOve, and tracers into its belly.- _ . : - . · · . · ' -- -:_: · 
· :-.. its ·twin ma�hine guns spewing out fmes ·The _ nose -of .the:·bip1ane- c-arrie up .atid- . -. _ �

- --_:_ 
·_.:· - -of fire . . 

-
-

-

. _ _  - · · · .  . it r'oHed into a s.ide slip .. _ It ·yaw�ed: · -_··<' _ 
: - - - -_ - . wildly ·again- - and went . into. a spin. - - ·

- -� _:_::. 
. _ _  _ .. -:_: · . _ SHORTY w�s half asleep w�n- he . Shorty d_ov� ··over it and coulcl see the:,_:· 

__ 
·-:.- · 

. · _ · - � <._. _ ·: · _ · _ _ realized that �reaming lead was tearing _ pilot bent double-- .over . the stick. He - : _ ? _ 
· · · -_ ;·:: - _ ·_ - - WrQUgh Jh� leading edg� �·of one of 4is follo_w!!d it down .-� it -piunged · toward · _ _ - .:·: · 

· . _, wings� r_ -He ha.d beeJi sitting back· -in the sea . · Perspiration ·ran._ down ' his.· -�--- --
- - .·_ his ._seat·,-.-relaxect. He had beefl going . face as he realized the -fight Wa.s ove_t:;. _ --- -� _: __ -

- . --over the battle with . the weather· of' He cursed himself for not :keeping his- -. - _-
·�;_.- .. . . -- -,the day :before _ ii:t:1d thinking :�bo-ut.Bev eyes:- open.- . The man had .. alm"Ost g-ot __ --- .: · _ _ � 
':-- _ -�-�. · : - -_·Bates. when bull�ts cut through his wing him _with that fi�st -burst of fire� -An� · < 

- . _ - --
-. - : - _:�-- . 

- - - and a _ - ,tan biplane . went by him in a . - other three· fe_et�- -
i' 

. - -: . '• - - ••
.
• - -.;. -·-+-_� : -�- _ rna�, -reckless- assault. · 

�- - · _ · -. Red an�l Cy Ha)Vkinir :tame diving .- :;_<-:. :.:.-_- .- '<\f · -� . · · . :-_ -· He- skidded- "his ship- ·to _tlie. sid� · <·down to ·flip a. hand above. their--:he�$ -> _-_:� :-· _ _  
_ >:. · -�---u-;;�:-:: 

-
-�- - sw_ung_ :. it . violently around, ·and . threw· - in· sa.lute� ·Red . held ·his fbrefi�gef up -. - -

- --: :.�--_:;:-:.- : ·_ · .. . open .• the throttle. The· bipl�e �a� so that .S_horty could see. it - . . .. -. . •.. _:_:-- :-
- : � ·�::/·_-,- - · -- _ zoomed · upward · whert ·it came out · of - - ''I .-hope· �hey've- .got ·mote -stuff <>n , =: --:- -. - -... -- ·:·.-��:::_- <� - ·_its dive _and.- w-as n_ow far above · him. __ th-e· ball - than that first one/' S.horty _: - _: 

· --�-: · -
· 

, : 
- . _ · ShQrtyts �and tigh_tened -�n_ the eon�rol said, contemptuously. uBanana �tow� _- · : · ·:-

. . 
• , c9I�tt.in _ and �ased- it ��k�. · _The two· ·boys f" he added. - ·- . · . .- -. � . 

-

·- Jast :ma�hines came roaring toward :·une · · · He climbed back t{) his-position above :·- . ·:- - . . 
- - anoth�. Shorty - trippe-d. _ hls t wo .50- · · and in front ()f !be transpO�tr:• -Ffe �et�· 

.. . __ -_ _  · · : _ealib�r guns and sent a .blast_ of le.ad . tied back · in :his- .seat.. The hot tropical>_--� :_ .: _ 
- . _ teati�g through the cabin -of _ _ the onrus� sun was·_ beating: ,down on him. - _He:> : --��-
.. . - . ing biplaflet ·, '

. ·_ . �-� ;_:: _: . :- . _ _ 
- _·_:_'. - - ·.--loOsened th'e coll�r of his white overall- _: ··.·-�---

-
· It ja�3W11dly _out of range, -.4 ived _ and· ran a finger arOund t�. neck. - .· -- : -�-: ·:. · 

. _· - - . and came �treaking back to· the .. _fight . . ·.. _-"lt's going to ,be· dame<l unc.Qm-�ort� · -� _ :. __ .· . 
. - The ;twq - planes rated - arid tumbled · -able gown: here;'' he said and � ha1f closed: -, -

-� 

- .
_ · . across·. ::the ·· sky, each man ·fooking _for- .- his · eyes. 

after . sca:nni.ng ·. his . instrument·.···
-:·._ . �-

: -_ an openjtig. · _J"he air \vas >filled with • bO.ard. · . _

- · · . . · . - _ - · 
· 

_-- -

? . . the roar :of -their- -�tors and'. flaming -
.
. : . . - -.- - -- . . . .. - : '"'>::-:: ·  

--: � : leag. . : . -
-- . HAL-L RIGHT, _kid/' Bill said ;to·' ./�:_:_�_-:-'· -

. · - :--_- _-_ -- - F\>.t: a fleeting second Shorty- go( the -. __ · Sandy- as he· took the controls __ .:q-f -the-- - _ ;�_ :.�- _-· - _ 
_ . - -_ - - � biplit.Iets�:tuselage across his sights.· His transport · from him. "Go dpW:n. • an4: ::-� · -:-�- · 

_ 

- -; _ · : __ fing� cit� :-_down on his trigger�.. A · wrap the Eaglet around you.'-�-·- - :- :- _ : -. : .. _, · - · . :--_ -� _ -- -< :lin�--fortned::-,al��:- t.he fuselage as his .. : ··sandy didn'� have to be _urged-� .He · - -�-
- _ 

.· . - . , ' ¥1et�<- whipped Jntb: _jt. __ - -Th�n. the :bi- · . Was qui--of his seat arid ,down' the s_teps . - -. . ' . . . . . ... - . . -. . . . . . . . -- . .  - . . . . . . . . . ... . - . . . - . . . . .. . - . -
. - - -. . . .. . �· . . .· . - .. . . .. . . . . . - . . -

·.• 

- . . : . . -· . . 
·- . .. 

. . 
. " 
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· < · to the ·main· se�ion · of the fuselage · Viga. We'll be sighting it any time 
· · \y,'here the Eaglet was stored in two now. Get up there alqngside, Shorty.'' 

.. 

·_ ·. !' 
. 

jtimps. He- clambered ·into the cockpit ·.. Five minutes .later Shorty announced�. 
..... and_ strapped himself in as Miles got that he believed Viga w�s dead ahead. 
:� ·· ·ready Jo work the mechanism that low- Bill · handed the glasses to Mike · ·who 

... · ered the little fighter. nodded his head.-
·When he flipped up his hand, two "Get down out of thi_s, all of you," 

sections on the floor of the fuselage ., Bill shouted into the radiophone. uLevel 
. :� slid back to make a gaping hole. 

. 

A off at a thousand feet. We don't :want 
· . .. :. long, latticelike cra�e lower�d the small, to be seen any more than neces5ary.H · 
. . . single-seated biplane smoothly and · "The natives ·will know," Mi.ke said·. � 

quickly down through the aperture. "If. one of· them sees us it will travel 
The tiny plane hung suspended, _gen- across the i&land like wildfire. The· 

tly swaying back and forth from the �orth end of the island is practically 
.. . force of the transport's. engin�s. The . uninhabited. That is. where we must 

· 

· · . wings -suddenly snapped out �nd locked land. There is a landlocked harbor a�d . . 
4. ·as Sandy manipulated a crank. The an abandoned lime ·estate there.'' 

�op turned over · as he worked his . "Are these natives the same -as the 
�- starter. The eiJgine caught and the ones· on Samerra ?' Bill asked, curiously. 

--.. propel1er beeame a silver disk. Af an- Mike's lip curled. His ·eyes were in-
other signa1 from Sandy the Eaglet was dignant. 
�ele�ed. to dive toward the Caribbean ''Not a resemblance," he said. "The i� a long, fast gli<k. natives Of\.,·Viga are· mbstly blacks with 

. · As it came · out of the glide, Sandy a few Cirib Indians on a reservation. . . . . bt:'�ught the stick back and brought it There are twenty thousand bla.¢ks and 
· · over in a tight,. flashitJg loop. It rolled onlv a handful of w.hites. Not more 

.. dizzily 'from side to side and executed tha� t�o ·hundred whites counting men, a split S ·and a chandelle. He then women and· children.. Most o·f the came up in the first half of a normal whites have a touch · of the tar brush. loop and -from an inverted position �t The in�betweens, what you call 'high the top half rolled- the ship level in the yellows' rule the island. The president maneuver that is knpwn as an Immel- is a high yellow .or half-breed. But m�n turn. · 
d�ent enough." . Bill's bronzed face shone with pride . . . . 

. . .... as he watched .Sandy execute his re- "Does he ever have any trouble with 
. pertoire of acrobatics. He· flew the the blacks?". Saul COx asked. 

· 

:· . . . Eaglet as though it was- a part of him. "Plenty,'' Mike said. HThe �lacks 
.

.

. ·

·

. BilLcould not disassociate one from the always hate the half-breeds. They will� 

• 

other when they were in flight. work harder and have more respect for · ,  

·Old Saul Cox was watching Sandy a white than for a half-breed. The half
with eyes that were wide. He turned breed tries to pat�onize the black and 
to Bill. the black resents it in one of his own 

• 0 

' 

.. 

· "What else do_ you have up your blood. He respects the white man be
sleeve, son?" he asked. . i'Next you'll cause he has been trained to respect 

h. " have a _kindergarten student out there tm. · 
·· 

doing outside loops." . . The high morJles of Viga towered 
- Bill gr�nned and !threw the switch on black and menacing against the sky. 

. . _ 
.· ·

. .  the radiophone. Their tips were swathed in· snowy �louds 
� . 

. . . : · 
. ..· "Snap out of it, kid," he bellowed that looked like great balls of cotton .. 

· ·
·

.

, ·_.�at Sa.ndy. "Keep your eyes open for Stretching north and. south ··were a long 
' 
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.·. ..� - ·· :XI·.. EVOLUTION .. line� of ohil1s, .an isolated peak jutttng· up ·.- . 

· .·· 
· at intei-vats. ·_ · The sunimits were blue _ Low.:HANGING, . fleecy · douds. ·> ; 

.. . 
-

- .- ·and black in the distance. Withirt the - clung to the topS ·of .t� mornes that · , line of hills were deep, dark valleys arid surrounded the little harbor on every . . gorges. The hillS were covered with a side. Jasmine, f rangipartni and- acaCia · , · luxuriant vegetation of green of every . sweetened the hot, hutnid air -.-�s two · . · · .. _ hue.. The purple of mango and 'cac�o, n:i.tives rowed_ Bill and his m� from · . 
· > the gOlden green of cane and lime nun� their planes to the dock. _· Behirt<l th� . 

· 

gled with oringe and cit;on. Pal�s square, squat stone house· on the shore; .. crowned the ridges of the htlls and c-t�ltt- a- cascade sixty f�t �n height dropped · · · 

.. . vated groUnd gleamed' golden brown on from a deep cut in solid rock to a brOad 
· their · slopes. · -

. . . basin below. · · . 
. 

_· Down from the wall of moun tams . A troop of chattering . morikeys, ._diS- · .. great waterfalls dropped to the sea, turhed by the roar Of the -motors raced _ . . meie silver threads in the distance. Far through bush atid. tree· a•way frorii . the ' 
?P at fhe summit of one of �he m�r?es banana swamp where they had been · vapor and. steam equid be seen ttstng feeding. Brilliantly-. colored humming from the. boiling lake that was the mouth birds darted in and out of the jungle. of an inactive volcano. . Large, lizardlike iguanas peered �t the . - Giant gommiers and bois diab�e tow- crowded boat from the palm-bordered · · _ ered up through the jungle interl�ed beach. 

� -with_ lianas and jungle �ras�tes and 
_ Little John, parro� fish, fish o£ every here and there a flame. tree wttb tts br�ad · hue, _ swam lazily through th� _ crystal- _ 

. umbrella:-shaped top, a mass -of flannng clear ·water, their colors standing out • 0 
-

0 • ... cnmson. . � ... ; · 
-

• 0 �inst the. blue� clay. Pc>ttotn . . � - · - - ·  .. -. - .. -

. 
__ . ··-"The = vegetation is like. �Y -own · 

-� Sa:merra '·' Mike Morales said reverently� ' . ' 
. "'But �merra is. flatter and not so many 0 . .. 

, • 0 
0 .. • ,, • motnes and so m1.1:ch Jungle. . . · .... -

"vVhere do we- sit down?" Bill asked 
-. . him. -

.. . · 

, 

. 

-

· Mike pointed toward a cliff some hun-
dreds of feet -high that faced the 
Carib bean�- 0 

"We circle to the right when you are
nearly parallel �with' t�ose· cliffs,". he 

.. . . ·said.· �:'.�There .yt?q :::·w_in·: ·:see the la!ld ... · · locked · ha,rOOr-:.l-� 0 �_ Bill flipped t�e swtteh 
on 

. 
the �radiophone for what he hoped 

w-ould· .be: the last time· on this trip. 0 -
0 · 

"I'm· going in first,'; he told hi� pilots .. 
· "Follow�� me· down in the order we've 
· · · been using." , · �e � -laughed over the 

·p.hone. "This, tn� heartie�1 is Yiga !'". �-

0 • 
0 0 

. · · H� s\vung the gia�t . jranspot;t �ro·und 
in a swe�p�ng turn and brought it down 
in a long;.lgw.:g�ide. Saul Cox and �ike � Morales 0 coit1d.,_':: �rc�ly feel the shght 
jar :as 'he sat it 

0 

#oWn ·.· o�- t�e. water. � 
0 

, . - . 
• 

• 0 

- ·Bill :a·arnes shook· his ·head- ill \yo�d;et · :� 
· as' be gazed at the towering moriles, the · � . _· � 

blues of_ the sky and water, t:Uld �he · 

colorful ·fern tr.ees, palms. an:d f.l�e _ .. 
trees. . . 

• 

. . 

� · There were a ha:l f ·do�en white· men - · 
staud_ing on the ��k awaiting their 

. 

- · · 

arrival. ·Behind the whites .w.ere four .- __ 
n�tives of varying color�� of broWn--and _ .. 
black. Two of - tpein were women :· . 
dressed �-'in " long, ·high-waisted 0 • dresses., " 
red .bandannas bound around their heads· ... :. 
The third ·was a boy and· the:·lourth·_ a · . � 
light-skinned Indian with high c�eek _ .  

-bones and· -almond· eyes. As the ooat 
neared the dock he began t� pound on 
a drum hollowed from a·tog and covered 
w�ith� . skin. While � ·h e hammered- . }le :_. 
chanted : · � . -� . � -

·� "Neech.-i ... goot� bah-li, boo ni, _ � , . . · ···· · . . 0 Leh-bi chi, wei .. i-:ga-mak, ah�wah-sr.'' . ... 

0 
0 

. .. . . ·,, 
. • 0 .. . .. . "Right down yo�r alley,'' �andy s�id - ·  · 

0 to .Red· Gl�ason. �hy pon _t , _ _ you stng 
• 

• 

•. 0' 

. .--. 
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0 -. 0 ... 0 

'o 

0 0 H 0 0 .. 0 .. . 0 

. . · .•. · . . : . . . . . . . ... : . . . 

.. ..... . . 
: . . . 

-.. . . 
-. ·-. . . . .  . . . ;. . ·. . . . ·.· . 

' 

. . . . . . . . 
- . . - . . . . . . . 

' 

. -� 

. . -- . :_,_ . t :� 
- . , -��-, Ad. d.. . 

"H .t. 1 .
k· 

.. 
1 
.
. k 

. . . 
.-/=�:�:::·:,_ eno�. · · · . · _ · tng, . e oo_ s t e you 
.

, 
· -? . when _he dances, Shorty." _ . _ 

_ -�- ·-- -_ - · _A_ �-mile ·spread ov·er 'Mike Morales' 
· :':- · > flushed ·countenance. . . -- .:-·.. ·;,N t" 

. 
'' h 1 . d - ,- � . : 

, 
. - a tve servants, ·. e -e:xp atne . 

· ' _-_ -: _ �'The one with the drum is _ a Ca_rib. 
· · :� .. ::- - T.bey ,�sulk- if they can't come out �nd 

_ · -.::-<·-- _grcetihe guests.'' He was peering in-
-- ·<_. --t�ntly �{ the half dozen men in whites · 
- . .- � on the dock. :His right hand came down 

:- � . ·�-on the seat . beside him=. .. · · . . . . 
<:·, _. · 11There's Vivarrio, my mlnisfer of the-

. --
- -�i.nterior, and Talley; the president of 

· <.� · Viga, '' he said excitedly. ''Things must 
- · _ -

- , -be breaking _ · or they wouldn't be_ here." 
· -\ · · · .. · A half hour later the little band of 

. _ . . · : - - co'nspi�tors �were sitting on the broad 
· · ·:. __ -- .·: · · ·front ver�da of the stone house. All 

· :··: · • . of .. -them!· except . Bill and his pilots, had 
. . . /their hands ·wourtd around glasses con
- : • taming swizzles or planter's · punch. 
. · _ - . . _ ·Sa ttl Cox's first lieutenant, a red- · 

-�;_.- .. . . · · · < ttea.ded man of a�ut ·forty, with hard, 
':-- -�-�. ' ·_: : :_ blue .. eyes and 

. 
a scar that ran from' 

-.-- :_ - �:��--- : _ � . _ -__ · - - :temple to chin, was explaining to Mike 
· .; . · -·< 2 · _ ·: _ what -b� had done on his numerous trips . . .. .. .. . . .. . - : 

: .  ·. . . .. • . -- ""<.":.:; .. . 
·

-
. . , .... _ .. _ . . - . .-�·: .: : .. . ·. , ...... � .· . - · - : to· . Samerra. · . . .· . . . 

_>:. · <-�-_(;�: ·:� · - - - "Your -artny ois all lined up," he fin- · 
---' · :-�--_:;:-:-�

- . _ . _- : ished. . "Ev�ry sergeant in every com-
< � _�:i;�y · . • · ·pany is ready to go ov.er to you when - --�>_::.�_-,. . : '- �b.u make yotir };lid." _· 

: =· -
-� . · · · -�'Qctober 2nd is the day," Vivarrio 

-

· . ': · offered. "A red uprising is set for that 
, ,: . . day.· H�rr��ra kriows it and is getting - :::�---- ready �o resist with the· army: If you 

_ 

: :: <.step in --and take command of the army 
- .. : and make a few concessions-to the reds . _- ·::_-� tP,ey 'will join you. t think you will go 
- ·. · .. ' .· · . back. 'into . ·office without bloodshed . if . . . .. . . . . . 
_ .-_ - thi�s go right." __ 

·

- - uAnd if they don't?" Bill asked . . . -.· _- : : : _ uA great · many of our people will 
· :_· . _die,''. Vivarrio said with a shrug of his 
· · _: -- -• shoulders. "Chamberlin and · Herrara 

. --__ · _ 
_. will -die · first. . �The people will take care . . ... . . . , . . . . 

. _<J)f_ -them. Tthey :will be torn to pieces 
- · . � - :_ -_---;� ·:·bec_ause they are so thoroughly hated." · 

· - .. :. _ - · :�·:_ :_.-:.-._·:- -uNo/' Mike said emphatically.. "They 
.. := _ _  -� --�··-,��--:--mpstnot die. Chamberlin is an -English-

.·: _ _ :_ . .--_ man . . _ -There - . -is British- mon�y- beh�n� . ·. - . 
-.. ... . . . . -�-· . . . .  . . . . . . · .: - . 

. . . . ''·- -� �'-.-· . . . . . . . ···. -· . 
. .. ·- . . . .. . . - . . .. . . ... . . ... · -. . . .. 
' 

. - .. . .... - · .. :· : . . �; .. . - . . . 

. . . . . . . : . . . . . . . .  - - . . . . . 
. . . 

-. -. " 

---- ' 
" . . . - . . . - . -. .. . . ·. . . ' . . . - . . : 

. . . -. . . . . •' . - . 
- '• -

. . - . . ._. � . , . . . . . . . 
' . . - . . . . -� 

. . · · - . ' . · . - . . .. ' . - . -. . 
• • • \o 

\ : --.· �-:· �_': -BILL- -BA�NES ·_:
_
"- - -

him. I don't want any. trouble · with · �ngland� , .- I' only want to. take· my coun
try_ out of their hands. We· will gfye 
them safe _passage from Samerra." 
. �'Suppose they· prefer to · fight?" 

Vivarrio asked� . . . . 
""A few hours tied in a Mimosa - bush . . . . . . -

�ill chang� their ideas,'� one of . Saul· :.>-
Cox's paid fighters - grunted. . · 
: _ HMimo$a .ibush ?" _ Sandy asked... ·• _ 

"They got long thorns · _filled with · - · 
ants." . The man grinned. uWhen you 
tie . one- -in 'em they scratch _them� -

' �elves. and the ants - come out a-nd lick / -' . . 
'·the wounds/' 

Sahdy gulped and looked at the man -
with ·eyes that were as large ·and round . 
as saucers. Something turned over ·in 
Bill's stomach as he listened to the man's · . . -
words· and realized the horror - and 
cruelty of such torture. . 
· Talley, the _president of Viga broke 

· the morp.eritary silence. � 

. "Chamberlin and Herrara ·know that . . 

y�u are going to land here, " � said to · 
Mike. "They . have a man li�ng · at the . 
Hotel ·Campeebe. I am sure he is their 
agent. He is stirring up trouble among · · 
the natives here. They were restless 
before ht\ came because of new. taxes.. · 
With his encouragement they . are be
coming dan�rous. _ 1 am afraid· of a 
revolt if you stay her_e, Morales. . They 
have already assaulted -a couple of whites 
and are th_reatenitig to burn (iovernm-enf � .  

House."_ -

__ 

. '• 

"It is only a short time until October - . . . 
2nd,'' Saul Cox said. - · · · .. . . 

."A short time, yes," Talley said . -
nervously. "But it may· be too ·tong.· : : __ _ 
Herrara -will_ probably send some of- his · . · 
planes �over. ·here to locate your planes. . -·_ · 
They can't fa..il to · see them anehored ' · · . 
. down in the cove.. They may - bomb 

\ -

them�" . -- --
"Only once,'' Shorty said. "It makes · - _

us mad w�en people try to d�op· bombs 
on us." . '• . 

· "Awfut·mad;''_R�d Gleaso�· grintleq.-
. "You understand my position?" Tal-

·.• 

. ·� 

. . 

. 
. 

. 
-

._.. • ·. 

--

. '· 

·�··· :· ' . 
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. 'ley ·said to ·Mike._ His light-brown {ace 
. · was a pasty�white and his hand trembled 

. - -

.. .. as he lift�d ;his glass to his_ lips. 
. : ... ��I- understand, ·. Talley,'' · Mike said. .. �"We'll be out of here as fast as ·we can. . . 
_. 'But· we'll have to stay and make good . - . 

or. it won't be· only while we're ·here that 
_ ·. you·r island · will be in danger. Herrara 
· �nd Chamberlin will bomb· you out of 
. · . the Caribbean if they · keep ··control of - - · Sarnerra." · 

- "I know._ . I know/' Talley said, 
- shrugging h�lplessly. ''But :I may need 

. · your help before October 2nd. ·. _If this 
_ 

·_ma!l, Z�paca, who is staying at the 
. : ·Campeche stirs up the natives too n1uch 
_ · .I· may have an uprising on ·my hands." 

_ . �'We'll b� . sticking · around just in 
cas.e/? . Sandy said, eagerly. Shorty 

. • ·lookeq at him and. laughed .. 
.. ·"_You '11 . get one of thos� machetes 

· : · wound around your neck," he said. 
The sun ·was fast becop1i{lg_ a ball of 

fire· over the western rim of_ the mornes 
atid a l�ght �in-was falling ··when Talley 

- ·- and· Vtvarrio climbed into their motor . -

launch and ·.started back toward · Batcab, · the capital and only town of -Viga. 
"W e'Il get word to you -by messenger 

· · -� f we need you," Talley told Mike 
· - -,-. . M-orales before thev left. . ... . . .I . 

. . -.. 
''Would y�u mind takini one of 

,
yotjr :._ -

. 
--�-

n:t�� with you _and delivering a tnessage . ·;-� · :_ 
to· Vivarrio ?'� he asked Bill. •'I dori·'t ·. --. · . · · 
dare trust a m·essenger .. · I want to·- fin.d 

.. _ <-:_. 
out if_ it will be all right to start l.anding_, · · ·_:· . 
Saul's ·men on Samerra, and where to .. ·. 
land them." · 

. . .. , . : . -

._ "I'll take Sandy wit�. me/�. B ill said. · · · · 
, "You had better wait until ·dusk,''_ -. _- _: ·

Mike said� ''1 would go· only. -it wouid_ · - · _  
never do f9r me to be·- seen on Vi�. ·_ . . · 

Bill kept Sh9rty and Red· Gleaso� _ · .- · _ _ .. 
and Cy Hawkins . on alternate watches· _.· .:. -. 

. .. 
throughout · th� day. They_ probed th� · _· . _: · 

. sky with powerful glasses every. few · ·: .··:· 
minutes for . any sign of a plane fron� .. -· ·- ·_ -� ��-' 
Same�ra. Henderson, B.ill, -sandy and_ · .-
the _two gunner-machinists from th� _· · 
transport checked the · motors o£ .the : _ 

Snorters and the Scarlet Stormer and. · ·_ . . 
·. made small ·repairs. �- -

- .-_· _:· · · 
At five o'clock Bill and Sandv headed - · -- · 

.., 

the motor launch out through the cove 
. 

_ . .  

· and toward -Batcab. Mike drew a map� · .  
· 

_ of the to\vn .and gave the11)- minute in- ·· .  · __ · 
- . . 

. 
- structions about - getting arol.lnd . it and - .  .. . �- � 

how to . find Government ·House and. · 
< . · 

Vivarrio. .. - . -
' _'Stay a_way . from the Hotel Catn- .. _ -_,. 

··�che," he said. "That is_ where tais-· · · - _ 
man _ Zapaca n1akes his hea<;lquarters· .. : · - 

accord�ng to Talley. Be sure to take . · ... · _ · 
WBEN . the _ brown-skinned Carib -· automatics with you.!' . · 

· aw_akened them· the next morning they They ran their launch up on the beach 
found that if was still raining, and the at the lower -.end of the tQwn as Mike .. 
clearing behind the house was ·swathed haq told· them and took a hard, shell .. - · 

- · in ··fog and ·c louds.. tba� _prevented them road. into · ·Batcao,. W.h.en ·they wer� · -
· - from. seeing tq the first · rim of jungle. nearly there they heard .the-harsh erie� 

But' white· .. tbey were eating · -a_ breakfast · of a band of natives coming down a traiL 
� 

. ·. of fish, plantain and weak tea, the sun · T·he voices became a bedlam of high�· . _ -. 
- . bro�e . through on the green _slopes of : p�tc}:led screams and be_stial baying as , _ _ .. _ the · mornes and patches of blue appeared they came closer, . . _ .. . 
. :_-. in the sky. : . ._ . Moving quickly�, �_hey slipped behind 

-
--• · 

'_'This is a beautiful place when tl:te a screen of plantain leaves. As the j4�-
.. - · . 

- - weather is ni�e,". Bill said. "When do · bering, frenz_jed blacks came into _ their. 
·: . JO:U- get your rainy season?" range of vision they saw they we-re all,.� .• .

. 
· 

.-"Fr.� .. Dece.mber to April/' 1\lik� . reeling from :the- effects of �palm wine· ._·:·- . . _ 
. - · __ said. -

· "If:�raJns most ·of -th-e time." He and rum� Iri' the lead was a giant. black, · <- ·_. 

: _ fC!llowed Biltout: on the- porch a moment nak.ed to the . waist, his body .gleaming_. · . _ ·:-: . 
. · ·later. - · ._ . -- -with ·the brilliant stain- of h_erbq. - · . · .- . · . · 

. 
. 

• 

. -
.. 

.- • 

-

.,, 

.- ·-. . 
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-· - . . .· ·. -·: ... - · · 
· . �. ·In his left ·. hand he carried . a rifle. get �here _are -_at GOvernm ent House� -

:.:_�.:. · �- : .From : his .right ·dangled a · kee n-edged They are probably sale, unless· they run 
�:_.· . . ·�·.: �chete. . L�s colorfully decorated, a out pf ammunition. We'll slip .. into: the 
. _. . ·_,. mob of .fifty blacks followed him, all place Jrom the back." . . - , 

·. �:- ... · armeq with machetes, a few- with rifles HI wiSih I had the Eaglet,"' S�tidy said. 
· 

· .· : .and. old muskets. Their eye s were rpll�. ��That would .give our whole show' 
· ·. � ing as_ hideous shtieks came from their. away," Bill said. "You ready.?'.' .--.. :· 

.· ..... · ..... _ lips. • " "I'm set," Sandy said, pushing hi�. 
-·· . .  '-: · - The sun was just slipping i nto the sea blond hair· out of his ·eyes. 

.:::, : . . when .Bill and Sandy edged up · o ve r the . 
.. --last steep f<}Othill

. 
and gazed down on · ROLLING, slippi�� they began a 

.:·. th.e town ·below. At .almost the same perilous descent down the slope of the 
.... · · · instant smoke and fire �n to pour hill. At · the bottom they slipped into 
... 

· _·, fro� the government · buildings that the shadows of a row of giant crotons 
.. ·> · lined the water front. . . · that lined an · alleyway, advancing_ cau-. 

The staccato r-attle of rifle fire ---came tiously in· the_ general ·direction of Gov� 
.. . . ,. -to· their ears; and. tbe wild howling of a . ernment .. House. Rounding a-. corner 

.. . __ .t�ousand voices suddenly gone mad.-As they-came upon a band of a dozen
. 
placks 

:.- _the firjng inc�eased in volume . and. was who were c�eeping toward the rear w�ll .
. 

· 

. .. �nfnrced L by .the .. tat-tat-tat of a of the governme nt grounds. They car-· . 
' 

· · nlfChine gun, confl�grations sprang ·up · ried huge pitch .torches in their ·han�s 
-> · - j�. a ·half dozen places .. Almost below. prepa red to throw them over the wall. · 

�- 'thau the barracks of the native police At a signal from Bill, he. and San4y 
·

.
· > , . · · · ··�burst. into flarrie, lighting up· the G:<>v� fired a half dozen shots over the .heads 

: · .. -
� �

-
· . � · .�m�ent House grounds as though a . of the blacks. Taken by · su'llrise, the 

· ·· ··> ;�· ·_: .. :� huge sea�chligbt ·had been thr own· · on natives screamed .jn terror and went 
. . ' ... 

· · 

-.. ·:#� · ·- ·' . ·t·hem. · · rac ing away. . · 
� . · 

· _·· ... . . -�·_{'.:�; ··_ --�. · ·._ -��SU:ddenly, over the - top cf . the: stone Running along· the w�l, Bill and 
. 

-·· ··�,··� -- · . \Vall that surrounded the grounds, a. Sandy. stopped ibefore a huge gate whose. 
: :>�:<.=:.·.. - .. thQusat}d blacl< form� poUred like a river hinges formed a foothold. Scrambling 

- .�·: . . ·:._ .: . . of i nk. . ·waving· machetes, s�reaming, upward they stood in bold _relief at the 

-

- ... 
. ..
. 
leaping in the air as they advanced, they .top and then dropped to the other side. 

· .: · h.q.d progressed halfway . to the �house Lying flat on their stomachs to· escap� 
. .  · - . when a machine gun sprayed them with· being . riddled by lookouts from the . . . 

. - · . leaden death .. For a n instant they halted, house, they waited. . After a few min-:-
wavered, then pushed Qn. Another .burst utes 'tlhey got to their feet and made a ( 

. · . · ·that in owed ·. down the second rank ··dash for the protection of th� postern 
.-- brought them· to � dazed halt. .As sud- gate. 

: ·.. d.enly as 
. 
they had attacked, they b.roke Crouched inside they sa,.�v that the 

.. . . · and-went streaming .iback over . . the· wall,'· walls at the hack of the hous�: were fully 
... 'beating an� tearing at one another- to thirty feet high and practically imp�s-
. es(:ape 'the deadly fire from the house.. sible to scale. They. decided that the : 

. Far out along the shore another fire defenders were· so few they had left· it . 
.. . ·tlared in to the heavens. ·They were both· unguarded, w·hile the attack was concen-
�· a little· sick. a� the ... thought of the but�h- · · trated. on . the front. , 

.� · ... . · ery that was going on. . . -They beat the butts of their automatics 
_ . . 

_ 

·' , .. "L�s as. ·though ttys Zapaca · had pn the lhe.c;tvy hurricane door· ana were 
. · ·� · . ...:. :::·.' . . . sucC.eeded in starting things," Bill said. rewarded . by the sound" of. a bullet ri� ·_ 

·· . ··· : ._.<:;- _· �'·We'll have to get down there and help._ . ping. through i� from the insi�_e .. ··· 
.:�:��:_... Probably· most of the whites ·who could Bill· roared at the door: "Tell Mr •.. . 

· .. -:-· . . 
' ' . . . 

-
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- - . - � . .  f -. ' -
-._ -: Talley it�s - Bill :Barnes!" he shouted. ui'm almost cooked now/' ·sandy an--· · ·.-

- ·'. - _· .. rhey heard tb� ·h eavy bar· sl�p out of the . swered. 'His face was -streaked �·ith · -� 

· _ . .  · ·. �r�ets- an�l then the door swung slowly -· powde-r, his eyes· shining- wi�h� the exc�te- ·. · .. · 
· · inward · w}#le � �: torch- played on their - . ment of the battle, _ 

· 

' 

.. - · 
_. _:·:' ._ 

_ fa�e�,. · -� _ _ "I thought you said nothing - woul� · .

. . 
. - · 

. 
Stepping ·in- quickly, they saw a man happen on this trip," Bill reminded - him . · · fu _t_he . _  tini form. _ _ of -the constabulary while he pumped· lead out t:he- window. 

• 

· �tan.ding _on the landing with a smoking - ·"Gosh, Bill," Sandy gasped, J'I take -
-.. guri in his · hand. · _ it back ! I wish that-$CUm -Shorty- was · - -_ 

�'I'm. sorry; sir,'' the native said. His here. He'd have a swell time." · - . 
' -

·voice··wa_� unsteady. - His_ eyes rolled. Sudd�nly, the_. grounds· directly in- . 
Talley .gazed at them in amazement a_ front- of ·the house were illuminated hy _ 

monlerit later· and then wrung their a blaze from above. The r'Oar of the. : . 
.:hands� ··· . . _ prancing, dancing blacks - became- high· -. 

. .':'I tried to· get the ·_north end o_f the . ·pitched and terrible tp ·hear . . · . _ 
·· 

.-> 
· -· · island on: the telephone but all the ·wires · Rushing into the hallway Bill col- --�·_· _ ·_ have .been cut,n he said. "And they have · lided with Talley as he came puffing up . · - · - - .  

· 
· -- ·put· the wireless out of commission- � _ the· steps, his face white, his· lips· set.· --: _ ·

-


Most of th:e-constabulary have gone over 
. 

In his hands he carried two cheJUical ·.' -
� 

-
· to the nativ�s; _ The majority of · the extinguishers. · . Bill took · one · of them_ 

white people op the island are here. If and follo,ved him up a steep· flight -of .: 
� we can: hbld out until morning or ·until- steps that led to a trap that - opeaed on -

_ 
· 

your planes _com:e t� our _ _ .aid _we __ can the ·roof. �s he pushed th_e trap up, a--_ . · --_ 
� 
- - _ � , 

weath�_r it. Your - men will -probably :gust of flame darted -over --the edge and ... . : . -
- , :- . ·,-��

-�� : . _ C<?me for -you- if you -don't get back there .licked at his face. F�Uing· baekward�· :
_ ·: · 

__ _ -,. ;. -_:__ · · . to�night ?" . Talley landed on· Bill's shoUlder .. - They �- : . � :_:.- . . -·_ 
-

:--

-!��: :· __ --- _ uProbahly ,"':· -Bill ·said. . "Give us a · both crashed to the floor below. - , · .--
- _.:· :·_ ··>-:. - . . couple of rifles.�' - - When Talley tried to- rise he feH-'back,-

_
. 

-. -- . ; .. . . . -. 
. - . . . . - -_,. . . .... ·J � . 

. -. 
. - -- -

�
· ·, . 

- . . - . - . -

-

A_ few .min�tes_ ·later they were pour- h-�s face twisted with ·pain. · 
ing· �ead into -a h.owling mass of blacks 1'It's my ankle,'' he groaned. � 

. . . 

as they made an<?ther attempt to close _ __ _ _ ·: _.. -
· in -on the house. A bare dozen got GRASPING an extinguisher in one 

·with-in ten -- yards of the porch where . hand Bill took the steps two at - a time 
- they were· mowed down by the withering and literally dived onto the roof ,with , 

fire-.. A large.r band succeeded in coming the flames licking all about ·him_. Ex- · . 

· 
---� 

--: farther to throw flaming torches on the posed to the fire o'f rUles from the 
-.roof .. - Th� ground abO�t the house be- _grou.nd he calmly ·broke the plunger on .· .-� 

came ·strewn w.itli black -bodies, some of ·. - the extinguisher �-d turn�d-·:it - on the · 
. 

theni sc.reanih}g 
. 
and writhing in agpny, licking flames. As �the fire �egan to -

_ _ 

others spr-awled grotesquely where they sputter and die the howls· from the 
h-ad fallen. . ' . 

. 
natives became shrieks of rage -and the 

' 
• 

• 

As the rooni became filled with the firing more desperate. - _ 
pungent fumes .of burned powder, the With bullets singing beneath his artns -. 
defenders -stripp�d to �he_ waist and went and through his clothing - Bill _moved -
down. on_ their -knees on the Boor be- - leisurely,- disdainfully, _ back into the 

.-. 
. . . . . . . . . ... 

twe�n attacks, gas.ptng .for breatli. · open1ng and -brought out the second ex.-- .. 

. : . "lf they land �ny ()f those .tor'ches on tingu1she-r. _ As his head and- sh()tildets , _ ,, . 

-.- .- .. ·· the·roof··:we're going to cook, young 'came into view; a b�llet drove' him back ·-�--�;::·� �-� fell�,''_ BHl gas�d, - wiping �weat from agai_nst the trapdoor as ,. it ·=cut throu�h· : /�--. . · . 

., 

. bj�_- eye$ with the· back of a grimy hanct the �eshy part of_ -�
- _shoulder. . __ -

� 
. . ·. . . . . 

-
' 

-
• 

. - ' 

. .. -� . .. . . . .-. --' . . --. - - .. - . 

. .  -· 

-
--. 

.. 
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- .· · - · Panaemonium broke loose as the - . 
bl�ks saw him stagger backward. There 

.. ···:. _was a grim ·smile on _his lips as he broke 
�·.the_ second pluilger. Another bullet tore 

·· . a heel off his boot and nearly threw him 
?ver the edge of the roof. When he had . . 

. . . emptied the extinguisher he bro�e a 

_,., . . 
. . 

br�rich· from a tree and finished putting 
. out the fire. 

. After he had closed the trapdoor be-
- ·· • �ind him he found that Talley had been 

carried to the-first floor with a fractured 
· ankle. After a doctor·had dressed the 

flesh wound iri his shoulder Bill went 
. 

-.back to his station beside Sandy. 
Vivarrio, the mini.ster of the interior 

of Sainerra, join�d Bill ·and Sahdy as a 
.. tertific crash sounded outside the house . . . . 

The gate · had been forced with a _ batter-
-

; ing ram. Before a machine gun could 

.-

be_ swung into· action a stream of black 
bodies had- swarmed around the base . . 
�f the house, out of range. · 

"Zapaca is the· man who. started this 
car!lage," \ Viv.arrio said to Bill. "He 

. ... . . .... . . . 
---- · '·t - stir!ed up the natives a!}d fed them rum. 

--·· . . ' 

-: ·' 
� . •' 

-
.. 

_ 

.
- -. 

. . ... • • � . . 
, . . � 

. . .. . ' 
' . . . . 

'- . . - . . 
- . 

, . . . -. .. -� � ·. �- ·:· -:;.· . . ..... -.. __ ,. . .. 
. . 

_ . . . . 

They have gone mad.'' Bill regarded 
Vivarrio thoughtfu_lly for a mon1ent. 

. 

-

_

. _ There _ was something about the man's 
sleek- face and shifty eyes he didn'r like. 
. "Could Zapa�_ stop it ?" Bill asked . 

• Vivarrio shrugged his shoulders. 
"Perhaps,_" be said in his broken Eng-
lish. , 

"Listen, kid," Bill said wheri Vivarrio 
. haQ. ·gone. · -"I have an idea. It may 

-� goofy but it might work. I think it's 
worth a try. All these natives are super
stitious. T4ey believe in ghosts and 
worship their Obeah men. If we could 

_ . get ·tliis bird, Zapaca, he might c�me 
oii. down while I talk to Talley." 
• 

Talley listen_ed in wide-eyed amaze-
nlent while BilJ told him his plan�_ Then . 

· � he shook his head. · 

-"You wouldn't live two minutes· out
. . sicie Governt}1ent House," be said. · 

· -� _ .  _- ·. 
· · - -"It d9esn't look as t]1ough · I'll live 

- -- __ .. :_. ve(y long inside it," . Bill. said: · 

. ... 

, �---· 
. 

· 

.
.. 
- "There's an under£"round passage that 

. . . ' 

.. � . , . . - . �-. -. ' -- . -.... ·-._-- .. 

. . . . ... . . ·., -

.-
• 

. . . .. . ··: ·-. ·- :' -• . .. . . .. 

. ' 
. . . - . - . - ' 

-� : ."': ·- .. . ... . ... . - , . 
. .

. 

. � ·. . 
-

leads under the house and comes otit 
below the old fort,"_ Talley said. '�B�t 
you'll never make it." . 

"You'll be surprised,', Sandy -·_:re:. 
.marked. · · 

Both Bill and - Sandy took off· their 
flying boots and blackened. · their legs,· . 
faces . and· hands after ripping their 
breeches to tattets. Each stuck an auto
matic in ·his pocket, then Bill .asked_ Tal
ley to show them· the entrance to · the. 
underground passageway. Inside, the ·· 
air was damp and foul. At the far end 
they could· hear the roar of the sea·· as . 
it broke on the boulders that lined the 
shore beneath the fort. Guided only_ by' 
the flickering light from a ginger-jug 
.flambeau they waded through the wind
ing tunnel. for three hun_dred yards be-. 
fore they came to the outer iron door. 

With their bare hands and the aid of 
the iron 

.
bar t}:ley tore at the. earth that 

had settled about the door. Finally. they 
managed to get a -leverage inside the . 
crack and put their com·oined \veight · 

into moving it back -�nd .f orth a fraction· 
of an inch- at a time. _;�s the-ac-cumulated " 

dirt of years ·began faRing away, the old. 
timbers above . them ·sagged dangerous! y. · 

Peering outside, Bill saw leaping, 
shrieking figures: along the quay where " 
the customhouse and post office had . . 
stood. 

"Stick inside and don't show yourself 
until you see me coming b_9.ck," he �aid 
to Sandy� He slipped out- into the shad-. . . 

• 

ows and faded from view. 
.• 

XII GOVERNMENT HOUSE · . , • • 

· A FE\V minutes tater Bill became one· 
of t·he howling devils wh_o -careened 
along the water front. After. he- was 
safely through the mob··a�ound the burn-. .. 
-ing customhouse he turned up a narrow 
aUey af?.d crept along ,vithin the shado\VS 
of a high stone wall. The few blac.ks .. · who passed hin1 thought he was drunk 

- or wou,nded. One giant black �w\ing . ·  

a club that just missed his head and 

·.• 

. . 

.· 

. . . . .. _ .. 

.• 

.. ·- . 
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. . . 

. ·. . . . .. .. . . . - . . . . . .. . .. . : .· . . . . . .. . . . . - . . - .. 

·. . -. " ·. " 

[.:;_"-.. _ "  _ · ��:·:·-�-- -�-�·::-��4.��- him :,.-:spr:rwli:ng:. · H� . fetgt1ed - . BtU lOcked the d.oor., . · . . ·_ · .. ·4apae.a.�s ��:-.;�: -·::··_· . . · . . .-:j_: _ _ ,:· ._·· .. _- _
-:�.<- -� - ·)lricp.nseiQ.�srie�s. _ 

. 
· _· - . 

. 
. 

. 
� ·_ . _ _ _ . . · , _ . desk · -�rHi. _ shoved it _:-�against · the-: . d(}Qr.: _·.·;>=:�. _ :-.-�� . 

=--�- :�---:·,. : : . �-�: __ :·�- :·: __ " '  >' : �e : . stagg�re4 through �oup· aft¢� . Ther� . was _no' . one in� the courrya-r�:f _:._: :·-:;�--·_. ::_ - . 
- -·-:-:- :<:·:_-:· g�9up : ()f hla�kS . . . · The stench . of their . below. . .. . Bill :slid_ Zapaca�s· body out the .: · :

_: _ _ :: . :_ ::_ . . . . . . . · . ·-:-- _:- : .. . blaCk· ·s.weat�ng_ -bo<tie5_ wa�r 1:errifi�., . · Be� ·· Window· and· lowered . him by tbe __ wri$t� · · �.z;. �-- ·_·_ . 
· _ -� : . . : - �ri-d -

·the ·. fiotel: .·catnpeChe · he · .stepPed until he_- hung a: bare t�9 feet above the : ... · :> · :_:_ .. . ---: _ : �. : - -�Ck a l�w feet and·�� t<;>wat<l t�-1ll;igh . . ground. He · released his hold as· jmpa� . .. · \ · : ·:· .- · · . _ � · _· · ._ -- -/�·=walL -� �hitlg. the- top· he pulled -him.- .· · tient .kn<>eks s9unded ·on .the door� _ : 'I{�· >_ · :_.-:' ·.·: -\ . - · :· .. ·-:�--�-- -: · self, up _and · over . to· drop _: Silently . down, . dropped out the ·wi,�ow besid� �t*� :.: ': : _/ . . ··,- · 
. · · -
-_ .• o�. the ;Qther. side . . - . · · . · · .. - ... and hoisted. him acrriss his ·-shoul<iers :� � :·�· ... -- · 

: � - ��- -;� -:: __ St�i� ·ac-r.o5s- the. �y�d� he )lad _. like
_
a

.
bag of -ftO�:� : 

. .- . . · � 
-- - _ _.: �;: :�: - - · : _-_ - - _ 

·. ' . . · _ appraa� �within 'tw .o ya.rds·-of the back- . : . 'Circling- north -he stole : down -an aJley ': ·. : · �- -

: •. '_ - _ ··_:>�n�ranceH - when a. bla.clC . form ·stepped· to.'Warrl. the. water ·.front. · · Acco�ed by ·a- · : -�>> · : · 
.· . . ·_ - .· . :from the :shadOW$ into the - light. Bill . guard . h� mumbled . �ntelligibly . and ·: ·: . :··· . - . 
. · : : · : · -��ght -the-. man · on the · side of the -head· - -pr��nded· to .stagger beneath his burden..'· _:. · - _ _ · : · _ · · · . _w:ith ·the- fla( o-f ·his -gun� · The black - A$  the .guard turned away he . clippe<t:· · : · �- . - -. 
�. ::�· · _ :-- sl-pmped forward --�houf a . sound. - ·  He . ·him o� the_head. N�r the-mouth of_�lle · _ . ··_ .  • .. · . 

. . . . 
·. ' 

. 
- :_:<_ : .shOved him bick.':itito the· shadows. . . --little ,river . that' 'tumbled down . out :of.': :-

. · . : ·_ . . . : • .
.
. • .' ·. ·• •, ·. < ·· :: - : . -�oying .nOisele�sly 'he trav�sed the

' the hills be tourtd their motor launch on � ·. · .:·:· _ _ _ · • ' · · · _ ·_ · - ten _feet tq., a �- ·stair.way a,rtd $ped _ up the beach. He- dumped ¥Pata in· the· - _ ._: _:· _-. :� : 
. : >'� jl� · At-the top he saw native itumers ·and bOttom -· and shove.:r ·the boat into · the: . . - -. . ·. -�-- .• ·messengers passing bade and iorth' alOng water.

. 
. �dling . straight > away ftorit ·. . _, .  ·. 

· . . 
_. � -- -' _ �the co_rridot- · Within . a . room wjth- an shore· he was �oon ofit of the vision _of _·. ·�_ - :_ <· _ 
::-·_> . .  . ..· : 

. 

__ - :t>,PYn _doot,_ � through �hich -· · th�y : ·: ai� . � mob ·o� th·e wa.t.�r. f�on·t. - - - _ · · .. _- - . . < --_ · :· -· 
_ _ · - · _ : �:-·: . : - ·

_ · :_ : pou��,--he. �ew be wotdd. fin.d 4i�ca. . · He_ paddled &Jong -·pa:rallel_ t�·-the· :shor� _ · _ <, . · __ 
:; :_ · .. :-: - �- · _ - _ : � · · . _- W_heti· the. hallway; . was e��Y -- he · . _·until he was opposite the·· old ·fort. : �  > _ .· ·: . · 

. ·_. - .- : _ .\�.�-- . . ; .. -,. � . slipped 'it)s.14e an4 moved quickly· down : . he : swtylg in toward 'the shore aS . _· ' 
. .. .. .. . . : .·.· : . .  

- �--.. �: . <PC_�- - - _ � __ : _ ;. _ the· :ct�rridor. Two. blacks �:sed . in- · stirred and tried fo· sit up� . · . ·_ :·� . · .- ·- . _"·. · :  · . . _ 
_ _ :·_ ·: <· ;:�F:· . · . -· · - · _·;the uniform of the c6nStahulatj .h�me.d _ . -: __ · •tt'll_ knQck your head _off if you. ·-make _ _ :_- .-.

-
� :  · : _ ·  

_ : :-�-�.>:>. _ · : · _  - �past !him. _· _ . -- - . : . ·-:_ ·. · _ : _: _. . · · _ · . · _ · any·· ·noise,u · Bnf -�ssured 'his glo�e-ii.ng� . -· �, · . 
· · .-� : 

. -�<.-�?) : --� : • . ··: . .-._ A:.swa·rtby;..faced rniui- with lpng, black 
. cttrsing captive�- . · Pro.dding _the ·stUpefied · - - _ . · · _ . · - �:�: _:: ·: · · . · . ; � ha,!r. � _pOuring ·brandy £�·: a bottle · Zapac� with hjs .a:ut�ti�, -�e grit .. ltim • : - · : ._>· · ·· · . . _ �rito a gla.ss as Bil_l pee-r_ed- into.the· room� _ t9._ his .feet� With his gun in hi's Qa.ck: : - �- � .; _ 

· 

-

. · > _ ·A .giant guard.stoo.d just inside the door. . Bill sboyed him toward ·the· dark bl()tch · : - _>-v 
. 

.- - �( .� ·He. slid. Jo ._ the- floor _ as.: Bill tapped him oti..� the .side
. of the

.-hill where he ktl�w <. - '_. :: 
- . " . . · 

Q.n the 1h�d wjth the. butt of h�s au-to- . S3.ndy ·was . . waiting� . :_ 
. 

. .
· - -. .  �: ._.· 

· .· . . . matj� .. : The hand· of · the man with the . 
As they nea-r.�d _the entrance, the SO.Ut?-d� _. · 

--, · . · · _ _ :. : _bOttle fia$hed to a� _gu:tl on t)le 4�sk -be- . of voices ea_me __ fro� -the __ -top:' of �e 'Qill�� - . ·. - . :_ . - · · -: �
: 

, fore him� � . The·� -flew out of his hand _Looking up 13ill saw: balf -a ·dozen blacks· - . :-,· _ ·· ·_ . 
. . · . _ · __ :.,· -:a� ·-- BilP$ . a�tomat�c --spoke � once.- · - It led . -by two 11len: ·in the uniform �f _the ·, -_ . .  : : _ · . 

- : - . --' �lattered · to • tl):e·· floor • .. 
, '}3ill_ . hit him •Qn con:stabulary. . ·Prodding �d. · ·pushing . . · .:-�- - . . 

. - - _ .tlJe ·· chin· ·with : a right hook .tb�t traveled ·z·a�, Bill f9rced him through __ ' the� :·_ . · ·: _- _ · . 
_· 

. : _�-a pare twelve- inches . .' fle·. spr�wled on . "passagewayt. · . . - ' · _ _ - - . . . · . _ _ :. _ _  : ·  .. :>>_ :.:_ 
· 

: . .  ; _:-�hi�, -de5k, unc�nscioits. · · · · · , · _: · · . _ . · . · · · uJust .· in · time;'': he 'Sajd . · tQ : Sandy. ·_<· _ :_··- _:·,:_-: :_, < 
.. . . . . . .# . . . . . . . ..- . . 

. · . 
... :: : · -Bill -. whirled �-s .a · foot�tep · sounded "N·o:w _.· listen, kid. Wait a· few minu,es· �· : --- <.� . _ · 

. · . · : ·:>  --behind him� A _ma.vhete giazed his he�d. · until those ib�ks have · go.11e> The1;1 <J<: : · · · · _ _ : - _ 

.. 

· 
.• 

-: � - · >. Ttie. :black who- hacl thrown it made a . 
want .you to . slip -dO:wn_ to the boat- and : . _· .- .:>:·; . .  , 

_ . _ - ._· , :.-:,·:: __ - -.borribte·- - :�tr��gling · .noise-· itl · his� throat get back·. to the > transport-carrier . as ::: - �,� �·:.:· .. . -- : :: · .. · � -·-_- : ��d:.·_: fell _across-- �e. gt;ai.d�·with -a ·b�llet. . quickly-as ,.you_-�an·.: · _ G�t .S��rty and . �1· . . _:.,���;: __ �,� · ::·-. : . --. · . .. _:t�oqgh' �s neck.- - .  · .. · · - · ._ _- · -
. · .--� . ·  -_ . . · . and- Red ·_and: bri�g- · tll.e tra�tspor� ���- · :. . · >:· -;· -� 

.. 
- . :··· . . .  _: . .  ·: .-. . · · � . .  - . ' · · . :.· - . · · ... ·· · . . · ... · .. � 

.
...

. . .  - . -� · . _·. . . . •  . . . .  : 
� .. · -· _ . . ... _ ._ . .. __ 

-· ... <· .... . -· -"·: :. '" ·: · .. 4· ,.;. ·· .:. "· - ::.., .- . _: . . ·. . . . . . . . �:-··." . . . . . .... .  · .. ::· . :. "; ... . . . � . . . . . ·. . . . . . . : . . . :·· .. _ . ., . - .· ·  · .· . .  . ·- .. . ' . · .. ,. ... ... . .· . . . : ,. � . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . � . . . '- . . .. . ·... . .· . . . . . . -.. . . . . . . . . . . ... . - ·- ·' . . . . . . .  
• • • • : ·. : • ..:: • •• ... • ..- ; • •• • • :. • • • � ..... •• • • • • • ... • • • •• • • • • • • • • • ... .... . . . 

• • • �.� - . :- .... ·:::·-. • • • ... :_.. .  • :" •• • • 4 • . - .:·4� �.: •. :..:.�·� ·: . . · : .. .... _. ··:� ··.· .. ·:- .. ... ··�· . . . . ..-: . . . . • . : : . .. ·. · . · . :· .· . . . . . .. . .. • .. · · . .  · . . .. _-:- . _·4 .···, .. . ·: .4·4 . . . . ···. . ; . · . . . . ; . .  . . .. .  - :· .. · . . : .· . _ . .  · . .  .. . . . . · . . . . ... - . ,. . .: ... _ . .. ;· . .  :: ... _. _� .. · .� ·�··.·· . . :. . . . .. . . · ·:.··.- ; ... . · . .. . . . · ·. . :·· . . . 4. . . ... . . · . . . . .. . . . . . - . '· . . . .· ·4.·: . .. ,._ . . . . . . ··. · .· . . .· · · . · • . ·· . . 0 4 4 ·.·· ··· · :·.� · . · . . . . . . . ._·,.. . . . .· . . ···. : . . . : . ..- ·. . 

·.• 

. . � 

. . 
. " 

. 
-. -•·. . 

-�··· :· ' . 



" . . 

• . - . . . . ·�. .. -. -.. . / ' . . oc 6 ;-.,.  · , • 
-. ·  

' 

. . �- 78 .' : · .. 
. - ; . . . 

- . . . • . . 

. . . . . 

' .. . � . . 

. 
. 

' 

- .. 
. . 

.. . .... . . .. . . 
-:; . . . .. 

• • • • . . - . . . -. . . . '•--!· _, 

... .. - • • I .· ... 
< 

. . 

! 

. . . . ' 
. . . 

. . . 
· · · Doo�t drop . any -bomb� .en to the natives 

:<., 1J11less you have· tv. Let .. a couple go up 
· . . on the hill. I think. that,ll· scare 'em to . . 
· · · death. · I'll hold them off with this bird . . . 

>�· until : you get back . . It shouldn't take 
. · -you more than an hour. Can you handle 

·. . the boat. all right ?'' . 
. 
· · · .. _:-: · · "Anything from free. balloons to �ub

: 
· rnarin.es," Sandy said with a grin. 

... 

>' 

. . "Good luc� and hurry/' Bill said. He 
. . ·· opened the iron door. · Sandy stuck his 

· . 
· 

head- out, th�n streaked· down over the 
hill . toward the motor launch. A few 
minutes later Bill heard the .engine pop� 
·He .· shoved · the fear�stricken Zapaca 
dow� the .passage�ay and into t�e cellar 
of. Government \House. . 

Talley an�l the rest of the men de-
fending · Government House gaped as 

· · _ he prOdded Zapaca into the room. 
"Maytbe it won't work," Bill said, ubut 

. 
. 

·it's worth trying. I'm going to make 
a j.umbie cross out of two rifles· . and 
shove Zapaca up on the roof to talk to 

, - : ·  . , . the blacks. . He started this thing. Per-
. . . . . 

. . .. . . 
' 

-

- · ha · h  . , · ·· · 
....

. _·: . 
·

. ps.: . e can stop tt. . . . 
- --_· : · � ·::f.·: · ·.. . Shoving, the man before _him, Bill took ... _. .- � :··._.· • · ·. · .. bini to the' top floor where . he tied two 

. · ... --·:_ :.- · _ · � . r\aes. together in the form of a cross . . -
, · · � ::: .. ��-�: . · __ 

.. ... · While he did jt he suggested �to Talley 
. ...;.. -- . . . ' .. . . . . 

_ .. . . ' that he have one of his men take a 
��chine gun. through the postern gate 
andr. mount it ready . for action on the 
stone wall above the street _ . ' 

· . . ·"If  this little
. 
tr-ick doesn't work," he 

. . ' . 
explained, "we'll _ have 'em between a 
cross fire when they attack again/' 
. :Placing the cross of rifles in one of 

Zapaca's hands and a huge flambeau in 
. the ot_her he pushed him up the stairs 

·.·· .. .  ·and sho�ed b.ack the trap. .As he stuck 
his head out a half dozen bullets whistled 

. . by · ·11:-is ears · �nd he tried to. duck back 
. t.O. safety. · · _ . , 

.. . · Suddenly the firing· · ceased as the 
,·_ , - shneking �b below recognized their 

. --- terror�stricken leader. Following Bill's 
_. �.. . _· _· ':· · . or-ders· and with Talley tnaking sure that . . · 

. . . . . . · his: words were correctly tran?lated . into 
!.-\ ·. pato1�, Zapac�r t_hreat�ned his · followers 

.. . . . 
• • 

. · 

.. � . , . . - . �-. -. , -- --.... �-._.-. . 

. . 
. . ... . . ·., -

. . . . 
. 

. � � . 

. . . .. . ··: ·-. ·- :· . • . .. . . .. 

. . . . . . ....... .. --. . . . .: . ._ . . . · • ·-· .. . .. . _ . � .  . '_ BILL ·BARN·ES .:: . . 

. 
'· 

� . ' ' . . ' 
• • 

• 
.. '"1, . : . . .. ' .. . � . 

- with all� the evil -curses in ·the 0 beiih . Q . 
· man's lit�ny if tl].ey did riot give up their 

• weapons. . _ . · · 

The mob of blacks dissected itself into· . . '• - --.. 
jabbering hesitant groups. . Then, ·� 
suddenly as the . attack had stopped it 
was whipped . into. action by one of 
Zapaca' s lieutenants. While he screamed 
at his leader he empti� his automatic. · · 

As Bill ducked back fthrougb the trap-
• 

door, the form of Zapaca toppled after 
• 

him to settle in a .grotesque, sprawled · 7
•

• 

. 
heap, a tiny stream of red bubbling from 
his lips. I 

· . A battering ra.rn .. ·ca:me . crashing into · · 
the front door as Bill . grabbed a machine 
gun and clamped his finger down on the· 
trigger. The bullets crashed through the 
door and the porch became strewn with 
screaming · bodies, a barricade __ before 
the second rank of attackers. . . 

·The sweating, cursing, exhausted 
little band of defenders in Government · . 
House poured ro�nd after round of 
bullets into the. advancing blacks. It 
was only when Talley announced that 
they were nearly out of ammunition that 
they almost gave up hop�! They quietly 
made sure that each womar.t had a fully 
loaded automatic before they went hack 
to the job of selling their lives dearly. _ · · 

. Something thai Bill didn't quite un
derstand welled .inside him as he gazed -. 
at the brave little band of dirty, bloody. · 

defenders. . 
Had _Sandy cracked up on the rocks 

with the launch ? Was he going to be · · 
too late ? A groan escaped his lips �s 
he listened for _ the rhythinic _roar. of the 
two Diesels. His fists we_re clenched -

• 

and his .face strained. . 
Then a shout that caused -the rest of 

the·m to gaze at him in wonder, as he 
heard a terrific detonation and felt the 

. - ' 

very house under him tremble� 
. "It's · Sandy with the bomber !" he 

shouted at Talley as the first_ explosion , 
was followed by another. . . 
.. The bloodthirsty shrieks of · the blacks 
became frightened howls of super• 

-

·.• 

. . . 

. . 

.· 
. . 

• 

. ·' 

.• 

.. ·- . 
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_ . . snt��s� fear - a$ the·_ pnt ·- ''Young. Locltinvar out o{-tbe Westf · . · � 

• 

low �.-over· ·the mob .
. two of its machine • 0 0 • 0 0 ' 

.. -= guns · b¢lcliitig· death .. . 
.. .. In fifteen minutes the· town ·was empty .. 

. · of live ·n atives.- . They were - streaming 

here,_ thinks be· saved the white race from 
extinction,'' Shorty _said. "If- he had a . . . 
horse he _ would. probably . chang-e . · his. .� � . 
�me to Paul Revere. u · _ $andy's · £ace - . .  · . 

· iQto the mort:ies away from that soaring · 
· ' thing _ ·tba.f ·dealt death from the ·sky. 

tur-ned. a deep-red -

- as .he . struggled for · = • 

words. He finally managed
.

- to speak � · · � .. ·· 
"I got a jackass in the seat beside 

ME}f drOf)ped in their tracks ex.;. me,'' . he sai4� "Maybe that would · do ." 
haust�d, as th� ibestial cries of the b}a.<:ks "Why didn't you try some of yo�r -

- receded· into the foothills. Their wives · tricks on 'em ?" Shorty grinned. ."A 
�- . . -

cam·e creeping out of the dining room little ventriloquism would have ·brought 
where they had been huddled through�t down the house." . 

· ·· 
th� · siege to dress their wounds and · Bill laughed . . . Then his_ face became · 

cleanse tire grime and dirt from their- . serious. He realized · he was tired. · · · _ 
· 

faces� · � . · . · . ''They a.lttiost broug_ht down the house/' · · .. 
Bill · took advantage of those few he said� "We were nearly out of ·am- . , 

minutes to · hold a· ·hurried conversation. munition when . you fellows arrived. · · .. 
with Talley. • ·Things would !have been tough · in an-

"Tell them l am passing through the other five minutes . . , The plan was to -
islands on- a tour of inspection, research, destroy our planes and wipe us out when . 
government, anything," _ Bill said. they finished in the town�" · 
HE vade · the real reason. Sandy will . "It was a good thing we went . i_nto . 
taxi · jrt and pick me up off the quay town," · Sandy said. 

. wb.en he is sure the town is clear of 
- : ��yeah," Shorty . agree·d· with ·m�k 

blacks." . . seriousness . . Hit's too 'bad you -weren't · ' . . . . 

0 "There �s nothing I - can say that will around to help · N · n when -he - gqf · · 
convey ·how · deeply I _ am indebted to in that jam.. EVerything would _ be · · 

· you," Tal�ey ·began� Some of the color different now. H · . 

bad come back into his face now. · His ·_ , "Tell us how you won the World- - -

hands · w�re no longer trembling. "I War," Sandy jetted. - . _ 
c�'t tell you " - .. "I told you once I - didn't win it," 
· 

· "Don�t try,'' Bill said with a grin. . , Shorty said. "They j�st had. me hang
"I�m going. to · slip otrt now to. avoid a .-' , ing around in case a fella niade a 
lot of questions." · mistake/' 

. · �'.Tell Morales J'll be out tber� to� "Aw_, nuts !" Sandy ,growled. · 
. morr<?·W/' Talley said.· . . '4Shut up1 both of yotJ,'� Bill shouted. 

�ill slipped out · 
·the front door, "You make more noise · than aU those 

�hrough t�-- broken gates and trotted . bl�.. And say less." 
across t.he deserted parade ground · of . the . 
old fe>rt as he heard Sandy bring the BETWEEN SIPS from a tall, cool 
transport · down. The engine blasted . glass of lime and lemonade, Bill ·told . 
again as .it s1id across� the water toward Mike and Saul Cox and his men about 

_ the jetty. . ... _ .the uprising and his part in it.. Mike _ 

A few minutes later he sank into the Morales shook his · head as ·he -listened. . � . ...� --

0 
cqmmander�s seat . in the pilot · house. -His usual expression of geniality was · - . . · 

_: �horty was in· the starboard· pilot's seat ·_ . g()tle. ·His 
·
face was .hard , ·and· set� his· · . . · 

" 

• ,o 

. . 

. at. the · controls� He inclined his ,-head . Jips a thin straight line. . . .· . · . . -- ·._ . · 
·· 

. · .t9ward 
-
Sandy 

. 
and. wink_ed one eye

. 
at 

. "The�e' s no doubt , Zapaca was . . . 
· ·. ·Bill" ·· · ·· · 

: Herrara' s agent,,., . ·he · said. . "And · we--- · __ .- · 
• 

0 

.. 

• 

.. 
' . 

'· 

. . 
• 

---. 
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� .. : � _· -� - BILL,'· ·BARNES. - -
-:-. � -. . ... . . -

' 

. .. . .. ... . . . . . .. • • • 4 • • • • • ., .• . . . . ' . . ··-. . . : " g:ot mor�dmd news �6-night, BilL · We " and becAme tangled in the canopy (){ , . 
. .. ,: . . .-ha.d word· that two · of -- Saul's men were · .. mosquito netting thaf hurig over his bed./ 

·· ·::. - picked up and· impristtned · ott.:S-a:merra. When he had extricated · himself . he ... - . .  · 
· . ·_ : Also, some of o�r ,;�yfaehiite .. gtms �ere · . rushed_ � for the d�gp�r .;.a��r- grabbing at 

. 
_: . 

_ . - .: fo1:1nd and . c�nfisci.tt«L : .They· tQrtured the automatic-.{!�rul r_· his-- p·illow� · · -- . 
·: · .S.all:l' s · men -to i;nake tH.em- t�lk. · · High_�pltChed�- h ood-curdling . screams· - · . ·''It lqoks like ·· ·\\l .. holesale ' -'bloodshed .- were ef#nitjg.;fiom th_e. -rear of the s.torie 

· �· - . · n.ow If - Some one on · Sarri_errn, _. sOfne one hqus�� · . -_ ,:'J¥y ,:. -w�re- - broken by a · · �voice · _ : : - we ·hav·e trusted, has been he�raying . us.. t�t- chanted �in" patois, a y(}ice thai'· was 
:: ,__ :W e•ve got to ·find out whO: . - that - some · _ · :fear-ct�ed,� pleading. . . ��-

·: · -�· � (Jne- ·i_s�·- Without the elemen(-o_f su--rprise · --: > � - H� rushed down the hall·way -as Mike 
. - . ·, -. w�-- 'h(ven;t a chan.ce . o·f . a - b.IO<)dless ·vic- . · · .'Mritale.s, · Shorty, Saul Cox_ ·;and : · Red · · -

_ :\foty. - - W eJl �ave--to fight.1' . ·. · - . · .0 Gleason came dashing· out , o·f their · · 
- : :;· �- -� : �ike's-·f ace was sad and tWisted with ' --_ roOms, their· hands wrapped �rouiid the �>-? ·_anguish as the brigh�. _nwonligbt . felf on · 

. butt's . of a.utoq�atics. . He . st9p�d on the · -

. . -�_ .:��; it.�. · : -�n' i�ana scampered across a rafter· . - .. �4.f.eshold_ of . the kitchen with _the others 
;'� and peered down ·at them from its perch cro'wded around him. T.heir mouths fell 

. . · · ·-�- · . .. : - �Y.er �tieir head�. No· one spoke . as the oJ}en as they gazed at the scene before 
. - --' · - -'> : - ,. ·fat-o:ff 1beat'ing of drums · mingled with them. 

· · 
. _ .  

. 
. . - . :�_- :;\ ·_ th� ·. ·rattling batliboos and · sighing . "'Jolly · John," �·he . copper-skinned 

... . . . � - . . ' . .  - . :.;. ·-.-,. chataigniers · along the · water · front. Carib who had.greeted. :them_ with a b�at- . . 

--
- � -Mike r.ose from his chair. ing drum on their arrjval, was standing . . .  

' . ;
. 
< �: - : ' : _ /'I� _ · means bloodshed, . Bill. I. f  the in a comer. From hi_s. lips were coming .. 

::-·.· _ : - · � , - : -�: ·_- ::_�r.my·. -stays ·_�ith. H,errara, I �ill have� to screams that would have· frozen _ the · 
_ -.
- · _ <�- , .. :_:-�·:'. �tfri:·the ·peons. ,:TheJ'are -u�ntrained a.nd blood< of a man of .iron. Hi�- eyes were 

:; :_ ·. ,-:-:<: : -

- .  -

'

- � -

-

-

;�- ��warlike . . , A great many- of -them . will half glazed, his face contorted. . 
· _ _ -. · :- -?- � �--{· 1� ,\)e- itllied· ·a-nd _wounded ·.� But ' it is -�orth� 

- _ - In the center of the. room -stoO<l Sandv / .. • . -. "'<.":.:; .. . ·-·· . - .. ' . . . . . .. . ..J • .... - . - •• • . . ·• . : .. ·. ·- _.· . :..o· -·· -· • • . • •• 
. . - ·- • . -. ; 

. . .... -· · .· . . .  .-"'."' . · . . -
... ,: . :-�:<�<- - · _· ;· .· ::::while_ tp :sacrifiee -a : few to- $ave the -rest. ·gazing. at Jolly John ··with startled, per- · :i • .  

. -�·_ ·: ·· ;:��-::/' . "�- > . Po you :g.et. t:he. . _ideit:- Btl�-·?, .. - He .. held plexed eyes. ' .. In his· · hand - -he held the 
· ... . -'< : �- -

- .  
� :  out his hands.in: rnute- suppljccition. _ . . . brown- : ru-Qber 'snake with which he had .. 

; .: ) .�:-���;�- - -� . . < · _ -... �i11 Barnes n�ded:. _ _ hjs --head: :: He got- - �tartled Bill and S�orty. He was press� 
· --�- -- · --.- .: . . - ·�fie idea� . He·· knew. · what Mike -- )vas· -:'ing the; snake in suc)l · a · way· .that its ·· 

-

. - -
. 

trying � to say. But h·e would�'t · b�, : -· tongue ·darte9 � in ap.d out .of its mout-h . 
· ·  

./
. . stampeded into something he did.n·'t he-� ' in the· :�general dite<;tio·n of the terrified . 

. -: _ � liev.e in� _- He · ros.e _. and . put a ·- · hand ·. on Carib� '·_ . : . - ·· - · - · . · 
·- .. . ,�.. . . .. . � 

�>>·:·Mjke'·s sfioulder. ' - . _· · . · -
· --- · · Whe�.�- Jolly . John S;:J.tw that help had 

.. 
-� · .. � :·:''L¢t's : sieep on it," he said. �'I might arriv�d he. sank down in the corn�r and 

· ,. '  ·- 'have ;an idea�-" 
. - · · ·  covered·-� his, _ face - with his hands. His 

. -. · 
- _ - · · . . "It'll probably . 

-
give you · headach-e," voice : �ntinued-· to c9arlt in a --high-

·. _ Sandy, the irrepressible, remarked. , pitche<l- trebJe. · ; · . . . 
· "And I'.ll give you an ache some place · - •"Get qut · o( - here \vith that thing !''' . . . 

., 

· · - �lse," Bi1l roared as he swung a. hoot at Bill sb�uted ,at Sandy. . · 
. · . S-andy. 

. 
_. Mike: Mor<1les, laughing, went . over to -

· , Sandy. "He ' thinks it's real/' Mike ex- . . . -. ·. . . . . . � . . . ... . . . . . "!"- • ... 

· . __ · -_ � WHEN Bill was a�akened the next "I told· him about fifty times. My : gosh1 -
. . ,_ . _ :.  · morning he thought he was :back among · �- --how he can holler ! " - . . _ 

' 

.. �>. · . "· �-· --: ':those blood-crazed blacks . 0f the night - ·"He thinks all the patives think . a · . - - - · _ ·-. · : ·,be:£ ore-. - :He swung his feet to the floor . snake is a _jut.Hhie a- ghost · something ·. - · 
· . . · _ .-. · . � - ·. :• 

.. . . .  . .  . . . .  B B  - . : . . . . . . · .. ·· . . .. -�-
- -. .  . ·.' . . 
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. 
· perature .rose the engines of the Snorters · · 
· _ and th� Eaglet thundered into �ction. 

· .  He taxied · the Sto
.
rmer - around· into 

· · · . 
· the wind and pushed the throttle open 

. another note� The · e.ngines became a 
steady, deetrthroated roar. The power-
ful amphibian responded to his slig·htest 

. touch as, he brought it head on into the · . -

wind. - As . the air-speed indicator read 
a hundred miles an hour he eased the 
stick back. · Tbe pontoons came 'off the 
smooth waters of the cove ·with · the 
grace of . a rising mallard and the sp�ed 

... of  a bullet" . . 
_ �· : -

Bill ,glanced ba�k· over his shoulder . . 
and .saw Sandy .t ake the Eaglet' off the 
·'Yater like a .str� of lightning·. He was 
flying the little Eaglet as he always .flew 

• 

it, as though .he were a part of it. He 
saw that the Snorters were not yet off 
the water. ' Shorty w�s taxiing into the 
wind. . The other tw() were still warming 
their motors . . The mtiscles in his cheeks 
bulged and . the knuckles of ·his · hand . . 

/ -

. 83 

short burst of fire! His guris stuttered · 
two $treams ·of death into � diving hi- · .

· 
-

plane. · He saw the ship _slide efi_ an� . 
stagger upward in a drunken zoom. The . · · , 
next instant its nose

. 
came 1iown. Snioke . . . . ' 

and fire p_oured out of the' engine · hous-
ing. As the flames crept back along the 
s�des of the fusefage the ship began a -
dizzy descent to earth. _. . . As Bill leveled the Stormer off he saw · . . 
the Eaglet roll dizzily a�ay fron1 the fire 
of  another tan biplane. As· it came· out ·. 

in a short dive it. had cbariged its direc
tion about �SO degrees. Bill saw the· .  
nose. of the little .ship com� ·up a� .Sandy.· 
t�k it .skyward in fast� tight spira1s. · 
- . H� glanced down and saw that the , . , 

three Sn.orters were trying d�sperately . .  

to keep out of range of . the .three tan 
-

biplanes. They were using every trick 
. known to them to escape the · deadly fire. 

Perspiration bathed Bill's bo<b'. He had 
taken his own ship out o:f danger but the 
three. Snorters were in tough spots. · · · 

showed twhite as he· g_ripped the stick. If As the three biplanes · tame nut of 
.they didn�t: :get -off the_ water within � . . their dives ··and -zoo!Jled for another at� 
few seconds . 

· � tack Bill �anl<ed around· ·and p"tished his 
. 

· 

_ 

-- stick for,ward. He aimed his ship dead -
THE STORM broke from four sides at the first of the bipla-nes. . His eyes 

as the leader Qf the patrol above him · led were glittering, his whole l>ody hot, 
· three of ibis �en downward in a power . steaming. The enemy biplape began 

dive. They· converge_<� on Bill from firing before he was within range. : Bi11 
every side with. their guns streaming_ . could see the lines of his ·smoking --
1 ea'd and tracers·� ... tracers racing toward ·him� .. · His speed 

. He knew that he could not escape the was terrific. To9 fast. He dove by the 
fire of all those guns a_s the tan biplan�s biplane and circ,ed · the Snorters as they' 
hurtled toward .. him" But he knew they cli·m�d toward ihitn. .. · 

cou�d not. judge o� estimate the .terrific The five tan biplanes were circling in 
speed gj, ,w·hlch the Stormer was capable_. a V £-otn1ation · above the� a5 ·Shorty·, 

·-

He pulled back on the stick as he open� Red and Cy took positiQ:fl$ around Bill - ., 
the throttle wide... The powerful engines that formed a diamond. . He pro��d the 
bellowed· as this ship roared verti�lly sky to find Sandy. A terrific detonation 
into th� sky .. : He could feel and hear the drew his eyes toward the shore. Dirt, 
spat, spat of bullets· as they tore through trees, sand and stones were flying out of · . .  

·the Stormer.. .· the great mushrQom of dust that had . 
One ·af the biplanes must come across risen alon.g the w�ter' s - edge. 

. 
He . coold .. .· 

-: . 
his sights, he told himself; His fingers see the bomber holdin·g a·: steady cours� . 

-· touched the metal firing trips of .his t·wo a thousand feet above the. house. Saw ... . : · · 
· - ·-· · .50-ealiber gups.· A tan shape

. 
tore over it come about and turn back.. Then the .

.
... · : _  · 

him� His · fingers fastened down ·in a Eaglet spun up on one wing· out of no- .
.... , : . 

' 

• 

. . . � 
-

. . . 
.. . � • 

t, • 

. . 

. 
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.· . �.-....---....... --------�---------------..... ---......-. . . . ·_. · . where. He saw white lines of tracers him.. -He �was sitting - for,vard in· his 

. - . 

· 

teating Out o.f the · Eaglet; s guns toward · seat pot.Ving round after round into _a 
· the· giant bomber as Sandy leveled off. . wabbling: tan biplane. . At the same time 

·The " t-hree · Snorters and the Stormer'· , �. his mouth .was ope.ning and closing artd 
· · . met that

. V · formation �as · i t  dove. The - Bill ·knew that he was singing. 
air chu�ed with smoking .lead as they He felt the Stortuer being riddled . 

. .  raced up tQ t_t1e�t them. ··· Bullets slapped ·.·· from wing tip to wing tip as he thre:w it .. through wings, drilled.: through tail sur- · dizzily through the heavens� A torrent 
faces _ and pontoons. Shorty's fingers of lead raked his tail as he flung Ris ship 
clamped ·down on his gun trips as a div- � into a wild stall tum. A ship whirled 
·ing madmfl.n came at nim head·--on. His across his hair sights. It · was a ship 
two guns vomited forth a torrent of lead.. with -a flag painted on the- side of the 
The smoking lead tore through the body fuselage. He knew it was the ship of 
of the b"iplarie.'s pilot. Re rose up in the _ Barney ;-Fells� the . leader of the enemy 

.· fuselage and- . fl�pped over the · side as patrol. . .  ,· His fingers . came_ down ·on his 
the ship careened upward out of control. trips. . His guns chattered madly .. in two 

It was four to four now,. with _ Sandy wild bursts before the tan biplane fell 
harrying the .huge bomber like a terrier away� Jiis- hand �urled aroun.,<J the con· 
at the heels of a mastiff.. The four hi- . trot· stick like a vise as he flung his ship 
planes went past and continued their up and -scanned the air for Barney Fells. 
dive as the radio signal on Bill's instru- · 

_ . .. ' · ment board ·:gleamed. He threw the " · .- · FAR B·ELOW .h1m and to. the . east 
-· switch. It was Cy Hawkins .. Bill could he saw the giant · -tan b�mber circling · 

barely . .  hea.r the w�rd� that came over above his own transport. He saw Sandy 
. the · phone. . . . 

. . _- _ darting -in and- t?Ut in mad rolls and 
· _"I got on� through the. leg, Bill,'' Cy.--· · · - turns, h!_s ·guns streaming tracers and 

said·. ' 'If you can make out without me lead·. He - saw the fire from the gunn�r's 
I'm going dowti" 

-
. 

. 

. : _ _ cockpit in the tail of the transport and 
_ ·: �'Get down,. fast !' Bill barkedjl. "Is it _ .� 

another :��ream of · tracer�; -' from one . of 
_ · · . ba.d ?" . . - .  ,. the cockp1ts abaft the eng1n-es.. He saw 

.
. 

�'It was worse once,'� Cy dra�led.. �be bomber waver
. 

as .san?y dove · on 

"Be- seeing _ you� . It w.as your friend . tt from above, raking tt w�th a deadly 

Fells who got me. . The one with the .. 
fire. - It nosed down toward the surface 

flag on his fuselage." .- , fill===.:::;:::;:==-: =====:::::;:::;:====il 
Bill's blood pulsed · hot through his 

- body. He looked over --�nd down to spot . ·. 

. _ . Barney Fells" plane. . The thought of - · 
. Cy with a shattered leg filled him ·with 

rage. · He shook his fist over the side. 
Then .

. the enemy planes eame �urtlin.g 
up again. The eight ships leveled off 
like eight Negroes in a_ .free-for-all. The 

. air was choked with slashing, .· ripping 
. · , _- fury _ an<} streaming death. Bill · and his .. . 

men took their plan-es throug-h the air · 

. . : in wild, acrobatic maneuvers, their fin
-_ : . �· . _ .gers · constantly plel:yitJ.g on their gun . · .. · . 

. •. . . trips-. 
· · · .Bill saw Red Gleason flash beneath - -· 
. . ' . . . ... . . . ' 

. ' 

. .. -.·. . . . . . ... 

. .. 

-

• . . 

. -

' 
• 

• • 

r ' 
' 

• 

• 
• 

. . 

. ·. 

Enemy· Biplane� 

' 

• 

.. 
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of the cove as Barney Fells' ·biplane 
came diving in at him again. 

Bill's head was whirling in dizzy cir
cles. The seconds became minutes, the 
minutes hours. The spee.d of the fight 
had been terrific. It couldn't go on 
n1uch longer. He decided .to stick to 
Barney Fells, to shoot him dovrn or 
force him down. He whipped his ship 
over in  a tight loop and fastened him
self on the tail of Fells' ship _ as Fells 
dove under him. His fingers jammed 
down on his gun trips. They were 
weary and tired from clamping them 
down on the triggers. 

H e  watched the white streamers • 

pump
. 

out of his guns and · into Fells' 
biplane. The plane rolled over and 
staggered. Flames licked f ron1 the en-

· gine housing as it went into a spinning 
dive. 

Bill, watching it, saw a figure stand 
up in the cockpit. The next instant it 

• 

dove over the side, turhing slowly over 
and over as it felL Down a thousand 
feet a white ball of fluff opened into the 
\\;nd. · Bill nosed his ship down and 
circled the dangl ing, swinging form of 
his enemy. 

Far below him he could see that 
Sandy was boarding the huge bomber. 
Old Charlie and Saul Cox had their . 
guns trained on it. A tan biplane was 
fluttering to earth beyond the beach. 
The jungle swallo\\·ed it up as it crashed 
through the thick foliage. Red Gleason 
ci rcled above it for a n1on1ent. Then 
he headed his Snorter back over · the 
cove. The two surviving biplanes had 
given up hope. They were streaking 
a\vay to the southeast fron1 \vhence they 
had come. 

Bill Barnes set the Scarlet Storn1er 
do\\�n on the surf ace oi the cove as 
Barney Fells slipped out of his para
chute harness and dropped into the wa
ter. He could see the expression of 
hate and rage on Fell s.� face as he taxied 
close to hin1. 

. · - - ' . 

85 
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"Grab a pontoon and climb on," Bill 
formed with his lips, pointing. Barney 
Fells' face twisted into a snarl. B ill 
stuck an auton1atic over the side of 
the cockpit and pulled the trigger. A 

� 

bullet whipped up the Vv·ater three feet 
from Fells' ear. B ill grinned at hitn as 
he began to curse. 

He took hold . of the pontoon and 
clambered aboard it. Bill motioned for 
him to hang on as he taxied towar<i the 
shore. He shouted at Sandy aboard 
the bomber as he taxied by. Sandy 
turned a face that was glowing like a 
baby's. 

"Is she damaged much ?" Bill asked . 
. 

''One engine," Sandy shouted back. 
"Pilot's dead and. one of the gunners
wounded. Other two are all right. I 'n1 
0. K., too." 

" Bring her up near the shore,'' Bill 
instructed. 

Shorty and Red fishtailed their Snort
ers down on the water and flipped a 
hand over their heads. Their faces 
were still flushed, � their eyes still glit
tering with the light of battle. 

"Who's your passenger ?" Shorty 
howled. " Find him up i n  the air ?" · 

Barney Fells glared and spat in the 
\oV'ater. Bill laughed. He was human 
enough to be enjoying Fells' discotn
fiture. He could remember only too 
well how Fells had sold him out. How 
he had cost him a small fortune when 
he could least afford to lose it. And 
he knew that Fells would have been 
only too glad to have killed him in the 

• 

atr. • 
. 
. 

XIV OBEAH MAN 

AFTER B ILL had n1ade sure that 
Cy Ha\\rkins was resting comfortably 
and had had the flesh \vound in his own 
shoulder dressed by the doctor Talley 
had brought down frotn Batcab for that . 
purpose, he announced grimly that he 
\va.s going out to the little stone bui1d-
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ing behind the house to have a talk·· semidarkness. · Barney Fells .was sit-
with -Barney Fells. . . ·. · ting on a built-in bunk in · a corner. ·.His 

"See if  :you can't sweat sorne· irrforma- hands were secttred ,with · handcuffs. 
tion ·out of him, Bill," Mike Morales His expression w� one · of snarling de
sftid. "We'v� got to find out who is_ fiance as J;3ill's _ eyes drilled into him in 
relaying all of our plans to Chamberlin · -· the dim light. · . . 

and Herrara. - They .know wJlat we are "You're· in a pretty tough spot, Bar-
going to do ·before we do it." · · ney/' Bill sai<;J. - · , 

HI 'll sweat it out of Fells," Saul · Cox "Not as tough as the spot you'll be 
said, the lids 9-f his steel-blue eyes nar- in before you get aw�y from here," 
rowed. · · : 

. 
- . Fells sneered . . 

. Mik.e shook his head. "Not that way, "You're the one· who is op. the spot 
Saul. I know you'd get results, but I .now, though, Barney," Bill answered . . . 
don't want · any one tortured . . Sticking usome ·of Morales' men want to work 
burning matches.- under men's finger on you. They know their business, too� 
nails· doe-sn't sit. right on my stomach." They know how to make even rats 

- . 
HMaybe I cou_ld scare it out of him," 

Sandy said. "If he_.s like old J oily 
John he'd tell m� anything if I snapped 
my snake in his_ , face." 

''Just tell him �hat a flier y�u are 
and he'll be scared to death," Shorty 
said, laughing . . 

Bill reg�rded Sandy with a far�away 
lo� in his eyes for a moment. A little . -sm-i_le curved the corners of his mouth. 
He turned, suddenly, to Talley. 

''Has Vivarrio gone back to ·Sa
. merra ?" h-e asked. 

Talley nodded his head. ''This morn
_ing on the_ mail boat," he said. 

Bill · made his way back to · the little 
white stone building that had been used 

·� in years gone by as a hurricane refuge 
for- the blacks of the plantation. There 
were --no windows in it. Only narrow 
slits high up in the \V-alls. It was a 
perfect jail, and not one to give a pris-
· oner the idea that he \Vas _ being pam
pered. Two enormous blacks _ · stood, 
one on each _side of the door. They 
swung . heavy, razor-edgeq, n1achetes 
back and forth as Bill approached. 

Bill · unlocked the door and entered. 
. He was wearing a · heavy auton1atic in 

· a holster on his hip. He closed the 
· · door and stood with his back to · it until 

his eyes had become accuston1ed to the 

'- talk." · 

"It's easy enough to call a man names 
if his hands are tied," Fells sneered. 

"You didn't seem to be able to do 
· much out there in the air with your 
hands untied," Bill suggested mildly. 
Fells cursed _unti_l he had to stop to re
gain his· -breath. 

"Very · prettyt . Barney," Bill said. 
"You've been developing . your vocabu-_ 
lary. The first thing you know you-�-n
be able to read and write. But that has . .· nothing to do . with this case." Bill 
stopped and regarded Fells speculatively 
for a moment . . " I  can get you out of 
this jam, Barney/' he went on. "I 
c-An get you out of it and get you a 
safe passage on a boat back to the 
States." Barney Fells' eyes became 
crafty. He didn't answer. He waited 
for Bill to go on. _ _ 

"You can get out of -here and get 
away safely by just doing something 
that is right down your alley. It ought 
to be easy for you." . 
. "All right, smart boy. What is it. ?�' 
Barney snarled. 

"By selling out your boss ,'' Bill said . 
"By doing the thing you do best the 
old 9.ouble cross." Again Fells re
mained silent. But his eyes glittered 
like the eyes of a cornered snake . 

I 
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--"AU . we want from you is_ a little . AN HOUR later Talley and old Jolly 
information;" Bill - said. "We · wan� to _ John, the Carib, :and·- 'Bill started off on 
know- who - is , double�rossing ;ldorales� · a trek that ted �traigbt up through .. the · 

Some · one who · is · - suppose4 · to �-: be �: : juilgle - of t� rrtorne towering b�hind 
friendly.- to �im and �h9. �ow� alf�.his - -.�· tll�- stQne ho�e. - _They ·caJ.lle. back_ late 
plans is·, passing them on to your lioss1 · in - . the ·:aftemoo� and to-ld Mike and 
Ch�mberlin"� as f�t as·. he learns them . . j S�Ql COJ!C. what they ·h�d. dQne and wher� 
We want to· know who it is. . W:hen .: they had been. -

· -
�. 

· · -
we.'re sure· you're not · ·tying yoU· go -��:. ree --�--- - '�It's � dangerous busin�s., " �ul Cox -
to get . another job -_and , double-cross -_ sajd . . '�But it may d�. the · trick." 
some ·one else,"�·-�- Again- that silence :··- . .  : , At siX o�elock,�- th;tt pight,. the sun, a 

· from Fells, __ . · . _ �- . .- - _ . � · _. �-- . ·  - . flaming bali of fire, went hurtling into. 
uweU ?'' -·; · · ·- ._·�- · .... :�·-: _ , -; : � .

. :::. · ::� ·.<-..:.· --
· th� sea.� Th� tropicai night:� settl_ed down 

· "And- if ·-·_ J .  ®n't- ·_ tel(� ·.you ?'� Fells al�ost· .'i��,diat;Iy . . � <
So�ethin� o� a 

sneered _ · -- . - · ._ _· -_· _ -� wtnd �;ld sp--rung- up_ to brtng � sn�pptng 
"Y- ... 

·
,
·
t·· - - b b··t ·� t � .� ,, 

·
B.ll 

_:_ · white caps racing in _ _  to break ·wtth an -ou - pro a y r� Here · 1 ·an-r- --· . , ·· � -. � - . · 
swered.. . · __ . 

_ 
. _ _ ' _ � · . . _.' � � : - a�y boom over t�e ?uter ree�s . of :the 

· 
. 

· �· ._ . - _·_. . . · � . - - co�e. . :.-. The._ cre�'ktng an.d ratt.ltng,· of 
Fe

-
�s leaped to .�s fee� and p��hed �-s 

· � bamboos and
� 

the whining g<>mm�ers� -and 
face -clQS� �o Bt_ll s. · · . �-e ratseq ·=-hts __ - chata�s-__ in the jtWgle.�--�punded ljke ma�acled· �nds above ht

·
s · hea_d .for a�-:� the rattling of dead ment;s bones. As 

��ent-
.
and - then

. 
drop�d� �het:t] be�ore ... : ·the. willd rose) the la§hing-, -of the tr:ees �un. Hts eyes s�o�e wtth-� a w_dd, mad �:_�b�ame a constant mOOn, rising �d fall-hg?t. . -

-
�e . ptoutJ:ted_ � . wo.r(\s t�t w�re ��:� ing; weirdly -with -!the iorce'. Q£ tl!e wind . . 

untntelligtble. aill pp.shed -htm b�- .
. 

· 
. .  � _ . . :- . : . . 

ward w1th one �d 
_
�d put IJ.is · a�her ��"::_��� Suddenly{· .  �nother. ··· sound, indistinct 

on�- on the latch <>f tb� door. · � . _ .'� 
_ but far"-different from the��other sounds 

- ,-�All tight, Barpey.·� Think 1t over," � of the;i:' jungle ·��niglit, Qp.xne- - rolling 
__ · ·be ��id. He� closed a�d loQc��- t;he 4oor -� throttglt. the __ _ hum� n�ht air, . . . · . 
- · behind - him.- _ He walked- _-slowly back � .- ... A soiitatj ·� b�ii burned iri ;,the _ 
. to the others ·on ��e f�qnt y.e_raiida. flis 

·.
� � cef\ter Qf th�� littl� stcme building where 

face was · a thun4�rclorid. · 

� They looked ��-�:Bai.ney.;Feas·· was confined.� , The \\jnd · 

up , ,�xpec�ntly : · • : · � ··· ··;::· · .  ·. -: ,;. ?r�ve t?� fiaip.e th,is � ;uJg that tbrgw- . I d?n �. thm� . . he ll
" 

tal� u�Iess . w_.e . �ng· eerte shadows- abo�t th� room, mak- . 
. 

�ake h!m, -lle srud . . :: -.I wen� .aboqt- .•!-.;� . .  : tng,_gr<>tesque,sh�pes ttt the,: resq�ss man 
- ·'-�n · the -wrong way. ·I couldn t - help: tt .. :.� who pace<! th� floor"' � �� . . � 

- · I �ould�tt .b�'lp th,irtking al5out the ·, way -� - As· the new soundt � am� to · ;l-1is ears 
- he - double-crossed me and. I �bbeq it - .: ·his-.� eye$ flew wide. �·His - gaze- darted in/� - . �:� . 

· . ..  ·:::: · ·  · .� � i� · · --_ -· into the- shadbws of the roOm. The. nair ' 

_ ' Suddenl_y · he t�urnff! ana lopkeQ._ . at �-. alo�g t�e b�e of hi� . scalp began� to 
Sandy with �hat sanl'e Jar-away exp�es-.:. . creep . . �-- ,. ·-· �- �-: 

.. 
- -

. .-_ 

- ,�� -

sion he had , hag in ·hi? eyes - before. , - · A light dri�z� h�� begun _ to fall 
Sandy squirmed · and "his ,£ace b�me .. _· -when Bill, M1ke,'�_Talley, s_aul Cox and 

. .flushed- _ under .:Bill's ;� scrutiny� , �ill . - Sai:!dy ·went- to ,the hQrric-ane - building 
smiled thinly. · � - · · 

-� · � and unlocked"' the door:� They each ·car ... 
- 'cCould I talk" to . you a moment., .. rie(} a flashlight or storm lantern in one 

� . . . .. 

Talley ?'' he asked after a few minutes. hand � and each of them had q.n a�to-
Talley -nodd_ed and they walked · dgwn matic strap� ar.pund his wa)st.. They 

. the beach. and _conversed in the shade · motioned to - Barney Fells, pushi_ng him 
· · of a clurrip of bam�oos� 

.-
·- out ·of the building · -without a word. -

• 
• 

. . -
• 
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Talley led the way up over a trail picked out with smears of w�� - �I'P.:v� 
that plunged_ almost immediately · into .ipg him the appeara�e of a stirie�n. 

· the jungle. Eats, mosquitoes and giant He looked up. 
moths fl�w about their heads attracted · As he turned from the: .  fire · he cast 
by the light - of the lanterns. Barney . ·some· kind of a powder on it that turned 
Fells cursed constantly until the sharp it a livid green. At the _same moment, 
upward swing of the trail began to take , 11_ dozen black figures danced toward the 
his brea�h, until he could breathe only ·group at the entrance. At -a sign from 

-

with short .g;l.Sping- breaths. _ . Talley they lifted Barney Fells off his 
As they wound their way upward, feet. . He was .p ulled int_o a writhing, 

that strange - indistinct sound that had- shrieking, howling mass Q.f blacks that 
come to their ears became constantt came from the shadows. . . 
·rising· and fa1ling on the wind. · .- . . 

. 

Thev plodded · -steadily upward, finally ·- _ P A�DEMONll!� ! . T��. tom ... to�s. 
CUtting .'off · the .trail and ontO a narrow� < - swell�� and w·ere jOtned - b� 

.. 
�he groan 

treacherous path. Only the sighing of · 
o�. conch shells and th� hollow rattle of 

the trees, the scuff, SCUfJ7 SCUjj of their . ·:  ptgs' bladders filled With pebbles. 
fe�t, and the .far-away beating of tom- · 

·� The witch doctor threw more powder 
toms cam� to- - their ears. The jungle .on t�e flames and they tutned a gru�
w�s like a huge tomb, humid, silent, ter- som,e blue. Then he we.nt round and 
rible. · round the fire, snuffing, baying, shriek-

The horr�bte·, eerie shriek of a parrot . i.ng, ':v-rithing like a dog gone mad� 
came reverb�_ra.ting through the jungle-� · The blacks raced about him uttering 
tken another and. another. Their - · bestial cries, their · eyeballs rplling 
squawking was til<e the wail of . a score .-.- :\drunkenly, sweat pouring . ft:om them, 
of ban.shee"s'"-- , Sandy's blood ran cold in ! .· tOppling forward ?n their fa�e.s half in
his veins and. a tiny trickle of ice water _ sensible, only to rise qnd stagger on. 
ran down · his spine. Bill, glancing ·. · Suddenly the tempo of the tom-toms 
back, saw - that Barney Fells' face was " changed.. The dancers continued to 
white and pasty. · -

- . · . . _ . . - writhe, chanting now, as they formed a 
Suddenly the tom-toms became more . weaving circle about Barney Ft�lls, their

distinct. A ·great arched �latch of light �weating bodies gleaming where the 
appeared ar6u�d a turn ahead of them .. _ , flare of the gum torches touched swell
Puffs of a_ w�rtn sulphuro�s gas struck � ing muscles and roun<ied �esh. 
them in  -the · face like the breathing of . '-

.
It was then that Bar�y Fells saw 

.�om� b'ige_ -��U$ter. Th� sten�h of __ . hq� . · th.at something w�s ·roasting . . on the fire. 
man bodie� w�.s heavy in the air as th�y . · .� The Obeah man poured ·a:· Hquid on it 
came to a �f at the edge of a huge · that sent up a cloud of n�u�eous smoke. 
cavern and Talley made signs to a His mouth opened and closed ; his eyes 
ghastly figure that crouched over a red protruded as he saw that the thing 
fire in the center. · : --looked- like a huge monkey curled up 

· The figure . was naked except for a on the spit. 
crown of ·feathers and the insignia o.f The tom-toms boome-d · deafeningly, 
the Obeah man that hung abou� his neck the blacks howled insanely as they 

·�eat's ears·, w.isps of human hair, fish- · ' forced Barney Fells-· closer and closer to 
bones, an.d alligator teeth. His face was the fire. His face was. like a death 
daubed with c! white clay, leaving blaek m.ask beneath the s-w�at .t hat poured 
rings about the eyes and mouth. His down it. His knees began to sag as 
ribs protruded and his bones were he had spasms of nausea. He screamed 

' 

• 
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horribly and tried to claw � his way marked bjm �rlier . i,n the day� His . 
through. : the ·_ circle of rum:..niaddened face was white and . drawn, his eyes 
blacks. _ .- : ,- . � � , . , _ . �· . - - � bloodshot and terror .. stricken. :His at .. 

' ·  '" .. ··· .. ,; . -�- < , I - ���-; �,� ' · . -�-���:··��:�- ---� .�� ·· .
tempt. to fulk was lik� the ·.babbling of 

... 

..._ 

'!:.IIi;. -
..... He had . seen '" that the thing _ -· he - a baby or a lunatic. . 

· 

; thought .was a. montey li�d no tail . His . .  ' " '''Fhat/' :-: said' ... Saul 'C ox,�' HwfJl just . 
voice ros�, high-pitched �nd �errible, as give )'OU Cl::n ide�. . We diqn't let them 
he was .�burie� ben�ath a-il avalanche'" of 1 really go · to work · on ybu. . 2tf you dbn:t·, 
hot, stinkrng . bocli�s., his�: face -trampled · talk now you're goi�g back and we'll 
into t�·� _ _h�r4:· c1ay � o.:f the �:9ave. - -· . . .. . � �� Jeav� you there�i- Do you talk or·· 4o you 

It wil:s ·then that .. S-aul .Cox and Bill, . stay here ?:t 0.. - � . r · _,. 

· at a sjgn- . f r-C>m tfie ·ch�p_ting;. _ ho�ling ·- Fells bqried 4is f ac� i11. �})is . h.ands as 
Obeah --.tnan, .�sent "'a half. , doien shots := though to- .:;shut- "out �;�he v��ion of the 

· wingi_ng into. the inner ble;tckn�ss of-the ·:: t�ings he -�had ��een. �- Wh�p he� lifted . . cavern. · The�r'oar· of thei:r·gurt:$ blerr:ded .�Ehis vead his eJeS st�red bortibly into 
. with the. screams ol the ·half�mad blacks �ithe light of one of the lanterns. - . .  

. 
r 

and the beat� of tlte tonJ�toms:_ It , beat ;:·:_; " I�ll talk/'· hi: s_a1d;.: He� whimpered 
� .... _... - - 't ..,... 

• back i�to th�ir ears . as it - 'l-eec�1oed (f�he words and gulped:·� I 

, 

. . throug� the .. -�ave. -.. - . ,-·-. -::��:.. -·· ,�-.... · : ";:� HWho i�: dou}Jle . ..;·cr-9ssin,g:-� us-?'��- Mi·ke 
At _ tlle same:- m-oment ·B.ill touch�d a asked, his square jaw thrust forward. 

matcli �o the� two fuses, he h�d placed· . The :,�:vorqs th�p� �am. � fro� Fel]s.' lips 
at the mouth of the-cavern. -Two li�hts were JUSt a whisper, hardlyz 1oud �nough 

• 

Bashed . simtili,ane�t!sly·, 1ighti11g. up� tbe .... :o b�. he�p. ab_�ve t�e s i�}ling 2of th�· 
jungle sending a o;;thousaild bats winu- � .-� jungle. � ,  �� ·. -�; . �·: . · .  . ... 
ing th� deep reces�es ?� the �ve." _b._ :,:c "_¥ivai-rio!" �rney Fel� sai�: His 
· Th ·ob ··h..,. , .,: , · �· ·). ·"-

t',: · 't: head· rolled· drunkenly on hts shoulders e ea man s votce rose � a - . :: .� 
.. · , · · � · 

· h b. -_ t t� th h. -� and he shwed to the damp,�matted floor pterctng scr�m as e �4: a . e s 1n- : 1,.. • -. .. . . ��< • • 
ing black boGies that vtere Stnofh�1bg �-·;of toe . JU�gle. ;�:��- -� ·� ;�;;/"� ��'·l ::� � :·!r�- � . . 

. . • / l.. - � .. ,.._ ' 'C' :��J -� • -Barney Fells7 They br-Oke away .;�nd �C · :- .. -.�:;·:;. --�-·�� �!<� .-� ; · � �-:J�:�· :. .. :.�� : - . -�· · 
rolled about .-� the-'· ground. �··��� ��� , ;,y · . �r XV ��'NEW� Pl;ANS � .. _ .. -�-.�·��:� ; ... · -w·= __ .:v_. · . -. • � 

� ... a· - £.. ,. .o; - "' ... -=a. r  

With their _guns: .ready, Bill . and Saul -��-- · rN .. TH£ �enter Q{ the- sav�na in putl�d �and · �-a�led '·the sf.?hbet;-rng �ells .� Jaetif�i, .tfre 'capital �Jl S�nl'erra,' .. _stanclS to hts (eet whtle Sandy � shot a mac�ete . a wnite marble statqe of ��lv!iquel Mo-
. out of t!te ha�ds � a c�z�d "�a�k. -;For :: :�'rateS)� I, tire Iast.]king .{)f S�merra.. Sur· a moment th�y all stood w1th the1r b�cks @' rounded by magnificept royal palms he . to the 

�
·�ntr�e o,r t�e�,. �ve.��· . .  , !he �. gazed down on tJle mgbs of� natives mill.. . 

blacks · eyed� them Wlt�· roll!ng eyes. : -ing about-� the s:a.vanna with an �Xpre�-Tbe. �(Je@ }Jl�U 4an_c� �ef� �!e . t�m, .r� · sion: �f re�et� S\n that first , day fjf QQ_:-cutttng the blacks �ff from the entrance. · iober. . ': . . ·. 
_ _ 

They whirle4 aroupd ari? dragge� Bar-.t,;� � Directly behit}d .tiJ� s.t��ue, �t:unning 
ney Fells to . safet! down the trait _-� · · �r�· to the soq1h, �s a d"irty,' down�at-the-. At the first small clearing, with the . heel �- cobblestoned street. . The houses 

. ' 'J . . . ' 

steady " ·- :rhytl!wic beatin� of .. �he ' tom ... ·::� � that bordeied it Jacked •the gay rea roofs 
toms still ringing behind them, they and slatt�d green jealousies of their 
stQpped. �ain .beat dqwn on B,arney . neighbors�: tQ·· thei'· n-orth. T�e hotels and 
Fells' -�t pturned face as he threw back · - cafes strongly .resembled � the waterliis · head anq dr�p.k deeply _ from. - the ,. - front .hang�outs·-. :of any· shipping port in 
flask of brartdy M'ike handed to 'him� . , the world.�- The people about the tables 

Gone was· the su.llen defiance that had were fairly representative of what the 
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. tropics can produce in the way of hu-
··· . 

man scum. ' Disheveled, unkempt, 
. · ·· 

.
. bleary of eye and shaky of hand; they 

,

. 
·· ·  · .li_ved for the rotgut rum they· poured· 

·· . · down their throats. They made · up as 
-evil a collection of scoundrels and riff-

' 

.. · 
.. ' 

' ' 

- raff �s one might encounter in y�ars 
of travel. 

At a table in one of those cafes on 
. . . that· s·wekering day in October sat two . .. · · . men. Before them were two tall glasses 

.. 

containing an p,peritif, weak- in alcoholic , 
content, for those two needed clear 

.:._. . beads for the work before them. 
One of them was Carlos Vivarrio, the 

minister. of the interior · of Samerra . 
• 

His · broad, flat nose and slightly kinky · 

hair gave every indication that he had 
. what the tropics term "a tooch df the 
tarbrush." He was dressed with 

, scrupulous care even to his hands which 
were small and nervous and overmani
cured. _His every movemept was fur
tive, cautious, suave. He was a typical 
politician. The kind who deals i n. in- · 

· · trigue and treachery. While he t�ked,  
'his lips spread over ye�lowish teeth in 
a nervous smile. ·His eyes were con
stantly darting about the room as he 
spoke in a low voice. .-

- . . 

· His companion was a · tall, well-built 
man with reddish-blond hair. He had 
an aura of_ evil �about him-an intangible 
but very real atmosphere of eviL His ... eyes were · eyes that any one might well · 

·· remember. They weren't gray and they 
· · · weren't green, but a curious combina-. . 

tion of the two that made them seem . . 

almost transparent. They were as de-
void of expression as a bar of steel. 
_Looki�g into them you would be sure 
that they never changed expression, that , 
they wottld remain the same whether he 
was kissing a baby or slitting a man's 
throat. 

"'How do I know," he said to Vivar
. - .  -. . rio, "that you· won't dQuble-cross me 
. · · the same · way you've double-crossed 

· · .· · · ·'Morales ?'' 

. . 

Vivarrio flushed. 
gleamed. 

. - -

His beady eyes · 

"Your · repu.tation i s  not s·o- good, · 
Chamberlin," Vivarrio said with· a 
sneer. ''For instance . why is it you � 
never visit England ? You speak of the . ' 
days when you were an officer in the 
Gordon Highlanders. Why did you -. 

' 
' 

4t.,- t 

• 

Transport- flying blind _thTougb 
hurricane. 

... -r._ 

leave such an honorable life for for -

what .you are doing ?" . 

. . 

Struan Chamberlin's expt:essiOB did . . 
not change. · His face . remained the · · _ · 

' 

same. An inscrutable mask. He gazed -
at Vivarrio as though he was pondering · 

_ 

his words� Finally he spoke, slowly, · 

thoughtfully & 
• 

. "All right, Vivarri�. We �on't speak . 
. of one anot�er' s · past. Suspicion will ·. 

not help us. · We must trust · on.e an.:
other." Vivarrio nodded. Chamberlin 
low�red his voice after glancing about 
him. 

·. 

"Herrara ·will have the army m,obil ... · . . 
ized around the pxesidential palace to-
morrow morning at sunup when the reds 

. . 

are expected to attack. But they aren.!t · · 

reds. You know that, Vivarrio. They · . ·· ·:· :. -

are natives who have been aroused by . �- · . . · .' 

Morales' men. When Valtura appears . �- : .. · · · 
on the balcor1y to speak to them, three · .. - : . . 

. . 

• • ·-

• 

,. � . 
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94· .. BILL BARNES 

fore and had been kidding him. He 
tT:tight be pulling a delayed opening Ott 
him to scare him. All right ; if he was� 
he had ·done it. The fun was. over . 

Why---J3ill was 
pull the string? 

half.. sobbing-didn't he 
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As the Stormer nearly went into a 
stall, � white ball of- fluff opened up be-
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AIR ADVENTURER 

hind the white figure far below and 
the figure began to swing gently back 
and forth as the pa.rachute opened. He 
dove the Stormer and hit the water as 
Shorty was. helping Mike over the side 
of the launch. They picked him up a 
minute later. He looked at Mike sus
piciously. 

. • ...,. , . . . .. .  . ' ;: ' . . , . . ; . . . . .  . . . . . . . . · . . 
• .. . '• ' . 

- . 
Bill ignore�d the question. He turned 

· to Mike. 
"Ca.n you get word to Vivarrio that 

we have abandoned the idea of attack� 
ing on October 2nd ?" he asked. Mike 
·nodded , his eyes puzzled. 

-�'Do th�t," Bill instructed. HTell hin1 
we 've given up hope and ate leaxing for 
New York within a few days. ..As soon "Are you sure you never plopped a 

'chute before ?" he asked. . . . . 

1'Iike shook his · head. 
. ' . . 

• 
. .. • 

"Well, pull your ring so��H�r the next 
time you do it," Bill said. "I nearly . 
swallowed my tongue." 

-as we've 1nade repairs and tuned up our 
planes. Tell him everything� has gone · 

.. 

wrong and you haven't any n1ore money 
and have to go · back to the States to 
raise it.'' 

When they climbed up on th·e jetty, 
Saul .Cox and_ the rest of the guests _ in 
the st-one house were waiting for them. 

'"Then· you think we ought · to quit, 
too ?" Sa.ul Cox asked. 

"Quit, nothing !"· Bill - said. HWe 
"What," asked Saul Cox, "is the 

idea ?" 
leave for San1erra late to-m.orr.ovv after� . . 
noon. I've got to think things . out · a 

• • • 
• • ' "' . . , 

• '' • • • J' I i . . . .. . . 

• t .. • '· " .. . . 
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Far below him and to the east he saw the 
giant bomber racing toward his own transport . 
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· little .clearer·. I mean get them clearer . had erupted :in -the early morning, wip
. in . my own _mind bef ore I _ tell you our ing out ·every living soul' in the town 

·plans. Buf we-'re going to Samerra ! , . with one terrific burst of fi�e and molten 
I'm going: to- :bed . now.'� -ftc:; turnedl on:-�._,. death, Down the 'si<ies -_0-f the mile
his heel and went striding- across the . - high mountain through · · .ra-vines · and 
elearing tr)ward the house.' - · . --_� black gorges�- ran .innumerable rivers. 

A voice that m�ght have:._ been either . Grass, palms_, fern trees grew out of 
a bad tenot: ·or a - worse bari�one cut ·_ the window$; and up through the de
through the. ;pight air b�hin4 him. -�It - · cayed flo�ra: of ._ what hau once been · . 
was Red ---Gteason's voice� -�And ' it had · ·:,- - houses and, ·�fbedrals· and _' '$to.res� Jgi.l ... 
a laugh· in it. . He sang to'= the tune of :·· anas and snakes, agouti -aild land crabs 
"Tipperary.» Or thoughf . he did : ,· ;-� scurried for cover as the sun slid down 

"It' 1 - t ld S � _ -: .-_ below the rim of the sea -to . clothe the 
s a ong way o o �erry, ., . � . .  h. -·;t 1 d · ·h -

. 1 · It's a 'long way to go, · · · ._ · - . ·. �-- w tte ... tu�rete�., c ou s wtt <.� cp or. · . _ 
It's a lo.fli. ,way . to old. Samerty, : .. - .: � · ·· .... � · The g1ant· 'tfan.spor,t .. 9�ti�.r .. �ith B_ill 
Where tHe pickaninnies grow. · . .

.
. <· ··-�� ·· 13arnes at the wheel roared down to-· . 

"It's a ���· way to old S�merry, - · · - �: tie up bes1qe. the stone · · Jetty� Mike 
Farewell Tall'y-ho, · : . · ·Morales, SauJ Cox and hJs four Iieu
Ifs a long, k.>ng way to o�d S.a.merry, 

- ... · : tenants stepped out on the jetty as Har-
- · But that's- :where we �0 ���· . · · " : ·: _ wood MileS and old . Charlie made the · . ' . 

-. t, - • .. 
• 

� ;.; _, ·.• ' ... .... - 0 

. �-'You ougb't. t() get a job -i11 a chorus,'" �::_;-�big ship ·�ast. _ .The· t�r�:: $n.arters with .· 
·Sandy said, scathingly. 

_-

_ ��--. Red, Cy Hawkms and He��erson at the 
" Say !" �ed answer_ed ,· �"' I used to _-·_ .control column� came danong over .t he 

sing tenor b�fare the crowned heads of · calm wat�rs_:-��th the grace of a ballet. 

• 

Europe." -�-: . � , 
. . ��� Shorty� .tn - ��h� S�rlet ��ormer, and · . . 

' ' It's a w7�d�r .some one.� :ili<ln't arQwn. "�<,s"�p.dy, tn_ .  'l�.e . Eag�et, .. ·4,�\\e fro� a 

you with ·boll�ng water,'' s·�ndy said. - , �· ·:-,�hetght of t1�ht · tho.u�and� ,, feet. . ·.They · . 
_ '_'It wouldn"t nurt 'me. " Red laughed . . �· lev�led ?ut � o_f thetr p6wer _ dtves as 

"I'm so to�gh I . bathe in · -boiling oiL" � thetr a�t.uneters rea� a t��sand fe�t.  
''You're . telling me !n ·.s_aid Sandy� - They htt the . ;:vater stde by

_ 
:stde and dts- . 

h9lding his n�e between hi$·,,thumb.and _-�� aP.peared b��tnd a wal� pf spray and · 
· forefinge..._ ·_: , · ; -··""',. - ., .··.:;,-:.._.::. · . . - . - . n11st. · · · · · .�-·� , · · - ·· ·• ·=.�� .. ,._ 

· 

. . L .e ... . • • •  : - � • ' '!: � ,�- • 
-

• • ' ' • -· "' 
, ; • -- - . 

, . 
. _"·� . .- .. - _  · · .· �- '": . _::: :·� . �- · .-/ · 

· . " ':" : .�· -" �--�� When tne}i-.:were all on · the. jetty, Bill 

XVI · viV� �JiQRALE�
·
f
· 

· 
· .. · 

· 

. ·,�:. led the waY toward shore. His lean 
. 

_ 

- · · - '. · :� � face was strainea and anxi<>us yet ther� 
THE .W IND was light ; flying fish:. - - was a twinkle. in his eyes � he stopped _ 

darteq in .alt dfrections as .. 2 Bill Barnes� -:.� them <+t :the :end. of the je.fty, 
little artna<l�. of planes . thjlndered ' into:��� -- · "I1ll tell 'YOU� what it's all -.ab.out · now," 
the hay of ·. the little towrr: of Tabasco .. : he said, hj.s_ �yes belying _ the serious
on the \\test�r_n shore of Satperta. High :- ness of his ·expression. - The thought 
cliffs frowned down on the - �hips, cliffs ·�- Bashed through his mirid that these 

- . fro� which� silver - stre�s rushed to '��were n:ten. . . ·  They had f'ollowed · him 
. . . the sea. · A ,shower sudd�tily. pattered ��·,. �vyithout � a;. q-��tion w�¢;tt _, .they didn't· 

·· over the planes and the �a, · ending as,·"�·· �know where · (hey were going. 

• 

suddenly . as_ it had commenced. A rain� :--- "Mike," �e said, Hyou'te�staying here 
-' ·. bow . spanne4 t�e bay and, dissolved in .: . on the trat:Jsport to-night· - with Shorty, 

·_the ruins of what had . opce been Ta- _'- Red, Cy. aQg Henderson.. Shorty has 
.bas�9· . � .� : - · . · -. . 4is instructions. So h�ve- _. ypu� They'll 

· Behind the ·town towered the· smol- · -� - tell the test '.of you what tr:i do. 
dering Mortotombo, the - volcano that., H Saul, . .- · I''ll tell you and your m.en 

B B  6 . . 
· . 

• 
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what to do on the way into Jacrnet � they go out to protect the ·presidential 
Sandy i s  · c.omjng with us, also. Itm · · · palace to-morrow morning� Let your 
expecting ��e.ry �an to do his job. The · '"' · - .m�n pretend they have been: .put in com
whole tbi� . l�epends on our 'vork:ing · --mand. Y ou�ve handle4 .t�irigs like this 
together, ,_ i n  having everything coordi7 .. . before. YOU ought ·. �0.' kn{>W bow to 
nate. The ·e t�ment of surprise will do �. handle this. ·· ·- .- : __ 

· -
the trick or� . " He hesitated for a - "Another thing. I want you to be in 
moment. "�f things don't jell, none of the presidential palace and .ne�r that bat
us will be a:r£?und to tell about it to- .;. =-cony Mike talks about the one ,where 
morrow nigh� They won't give . us -_ the president ·makes a � sp�h· at sunup 
any quarter��" He shook hands with�_ ·· on October 2nd Emancipati9n Day. 
Mike Mor�les... "Remember, don't wa1·t Be- there at sunup when· you�-men march 
all morning to pull your ring. � Wf! .· -their companies there to· guard it and 
don't VVaiit· . ta:_have to SWeep you up:- !';, · '-: be ready to take cOmitfc!nd .Of tQ.e army." 

Bill, �n¢!�,� �saul Co� anq his;: f�r· > . , , ,�.aul Cox looked · at· �-ill" out of the 
met?- hutried _�toward the . ruins of T�-� ·�_, �oi:ners of his hard, old -,-eyes:" ·. "You're 
basco. The -dirty, ragged white clothes- _ ·  ;ta-king a lot for granted, · aren't you 
they had -worn flapped around their - � -.Bill ?'' he asked. -
herb-stained · bodies. Their wide- ·. "I've got to," Bill said . . ('lf Sandy 
brin1med. straw hats were pulled dow�n . and I can pull off our j -ob to-night I 
low on their 'foreheads. No one could . · think we'll· win .. " - · 

• 

have distiriguis_hed them from the peons:- . uif  not - " Saul Cox� :drew his fin-
of -Satnerra ·· � they trudged along the. -_ � g.er across . his throat. ·�·:- - · ��-;;: ,· .. . · 

dusty road. · �  · · . ._ . � :.. . . _ --< �� - -; �' 

. v �-. - • • -��: :_ ·• .· "We can ·p��babiy p�ck up a ride !n�() �· ;�· BILL �d Sandy enter�4·,�he l obby_ of 
J acmel aftef.,.·a mile :,or two,'' Saul tax..-,�. t�e� shabliY. H�tel ;paZ -Ql).· -th,�, _ -s9uth stde 
said.� .· -.. . . � -· ,_ ... . .  -- -

_ 
. · . . : , -�; . . x·" ·'· oJ· the savanna of Jae:m�1 at ·: a. Jittle after 

"Sandy ·- ahd I had. better leave · y�u-- ten o'�lock . .. Th�y had r-i�den the l.ast 
· before that/� J�ill said. "We'll slip into � five tmles seated m the \)()ttom of a htg!� 

the town and-�. get a- . room at the Hotel- � two-wheeled 
_
cart. T�ey were bot1 

Paz. I f  you�'want us we'll be there some :. t�nse and stra1ne.d as they went thr<:>ugh 
time dttring. the ·night. But be careful. --_. a. r�m filled wtth drunke�r 'peons a�d 

" . Indtans, dock workers · and seamen. ! want �ou. to do t�,e �arne tht�g 
�.They knew it was nqt like.ly they would ·· 

you,ve been "t�ytng to do, Btll went ?n -., ·<be recognized but the· w-ork they had to s
_
aul. __ - S{:}X:· . Cox looked at .� lnm �.>. be.fore them �as d�g�roits.,, . - . ' questlontn.aly . . --- .: · , - ·· . .  ;: """":-'��� .. - - -.;:�.-- - �h · t. d t ··t,h 

· ; t.: .!' ' • k t , � . : · � ,,· -:,, �· �- . : : - · • · · ·� - · . . · _ �-- � ;;;:c.·.t � � :.!?_: . �Y . �. oppe a _ , e �·�4{l�r s w1c e · I m�n ��1-: J::our men tn command· oJ - '>;; and asked for a room. · The ·woman at 
the four _compani'es of infantry · 

. . '�. �-·���-:> . the .. desk . reg-arded . them -'· :Suspiciously 
"But th-�y've . put new men in com-· -�until ·.Bill produced a rolf. of Samerran 

mand of them since Vivarrio told them -- money that Mike had givet). ·him. They 
our plans,."' Saul · Cox protested. � went to their room and rocked the door 
"Herrara yanked the comn1anders out . behind them. Bill turned' out the light 
and probably . shot then1 the ones that .' ·and opened the shutters .. - A milling mob 
were friendly· to us." . . - . _ · of rioters made the street and the sa-. . . 

"Get your �men in," Bill insisted. · ' 1lf . vanna hideous with their noise. Not a 
·you can't d� - it . any ·other way pue the - · JJght sho,ved i n  any of t:�� shops or 
pr.es�nt. cotn�a.nrlers ·of the companies __ houses that lined the. street . .  Mqst of 
out of the�- wa)t and · dress your men in ·them had their iron :shutters . securely 
their uniforms. It will be dark when . �·fastened in place. . 

. . 

. .  
· 
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In the distance the tat-tat-tat of a by now. We'll have to break into a 
machine _ gun - barked. A troop of garage and steal a car to bring 'em back 
· mounted soldiers · came pounding down -in.'' · 

- · the cobblestoned street. The people on : · .. But they didn't have to break into a 
the �tr€et faded out of  sigbt at their garage to steal a car. The- lobby was 
approach until it was deserted. A deserted except for the driver of a small 
rifle and a pistol barked sim-ultaneously 
on the corner.. A ragged pe_ on plunged and a boy on night ty. . 
into the gutter, hi� arp:1s · and leg.s Bill step_ped into the driver's seat of 
thrashing the air. He roll��f over and the car and released the break as Sandy tt 

· lay still. The rioters in the savanna joined him. The motor was still run
broke before the charge of the mounted ning. They h�ard the shrill cries and 
troops. Rifles and revolvers cracked. imprecations ·of the owner of the car ·A dozen forms lay still in . the savanna. behind them a,s they went �ro1:1nd a cor
A. clozen . mote tried to c�·awl away on · - :ner on two wheels. · · 

th�ir .hands anq �nees. Th� pl�ce w�s . ·. "Do you know how to get where we're deserted e;ccept for the s�ldiers tn thetr · .going ?" Sandy asked. scarlet u�uforms. Two nderless horses "Yes," Bill said. "Mi�e gave me bent their he_ads to graze on the long directions. Keep yOur gun in your hand. grass.. 
_ . · · .Shoot if  you ]1ave to� G�t 'em in the 

Bill and Sandy sat besi�e the open ·legs. Don't sh�t to kill unless you haye 
window watching the clashes between to." His voice was as hard as marble, 
the marching natives and the mounted �s true as the ring of steeL . 
troops, A_ half dozen dead men �ere · · "Do you have any special plans, Bill ?" sprawled m tl;ie street. !hey mtgbt · S�ndy asked ·m a strained v�iCe. 
?a�e been taken for drunUen sleepers Bill laughe4' a short, dry laitgb. "I'm 
tf It had not been for the po?ls of <blood . just going to follow Fra:nk Buck's that spread out beneath them. 

. . , : policy," he said. , 
· - · 

� Sandy gaze-d at him with- questioning . Wh� only a few scattered· shots came . eyes, waitin� for him to e�P.�ain . . to their ears. and the str!!�t '!as empty .; "Bring •em back alive !" :B11l Um$hed, of people BtU looked at hts· ·watch. _It .- . 1 
. 

· 
was nearly twelve o'clock. · 

· gnm y. ·. 

·. , . 

· 

-

"They're ni�e people," Sandy said. . · THE STREETS were deserted and 
He was pale and his stomach seemed to silent now except for the distant clatter be creeping \lp into his �outh.- He - -of horses� hoofs on cobblestones. The 
looked away from the naus�atin,g scene �butters of all · the houses were closed. 
below him toward the lighted cathedral Not a light showed. It wa:s- a place of 
on the side of a mountain behind the mystery and intrigue and violent death. 
town. A steady procession of lighted They circled around th:rough the 
flares marched up the hill · toward it. . houses of the- poorer se�tion o-f the town 

· Bill followed his · gaze. until they were behind _the presidential 
"Peons -going to give thanks for their · -palace on the � north side of .the savanna . 

.. 

freedom," he said. · 

·Bill coasted the car into a driv-eway �fter 
"What freedom ?" Sandy wanted to he had killed the engine. They stepped 

know. softly out of the car and st.oed in the 
· (�Better check your :gun and ammu� dark shadows · of a ,tree for a full ten 

nition," · Bill said. ��-we'll have to be minutes. Not a sound came to their 
_moving .. . The 1obby ought tp be empty ears. The night �as as stilt as . death. 

I 
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� . . . · · "�e · house:· will be _·guarded ��nside," . · kitchen. to ·relieve the one . ,he had just 
Bill _ whispered to · Sandy. · �·Keep your:· bound. , · . ·. # • gun ready b�t.. don1t shoot uni¢ss you ·- ·.,, 

; 

· 

· 

:
-

�  

..  

:
. 
-·  

·

,.  

�· - ·� -
have to. T(J�. much ·npise." � l;fe mo� --<�·- : A bolt �lid .back on the inside of the 
tioned to . San·dy to . f�Uow hi� as he . door. A thin sh�ft of light showed and · 

d�rte? acros� a lawn,_ · leaped high into . Bill hit the door with all t�e force of his 
the azr. and ��ght the .. �dg� of t�e high . hundred and ninety pound� his' po'Yer� 
sto�e wall that surr�¥nded tt ; square� · "-' f ul legs:': .driving: 'Yo�- ·There �was a crash 
whit�, stone bouse. Ue threw :one leg - -inside and a S-tream of - invectives in 
up. · -

· 

_ 

. · , . , patois tl!at was �uddenly cut off as Bill 
. HL�o� ouft.: for the, , __ gfass,'' .. �e· �his .. · [_�rasped �. - 1he d¥�d soldief who �ad 

pered to Sa�dy. 'tTlte- top is studded ,�-- opened the door. � His righf fist trav�fed 
with broken _.glass." - � ,  _ .  

; ':., . _ ��� ... . �\velve inehes w�th the speed of light . 
· They w.or�d theqj�I:ves tQ 'the top . · .

. There w�s a �r�ck
. 

!i�e �he_ sound of a 
a�d dropped !� the gt!,'f\IQ.d <_m t�e· other _;. small-ca�ber nfl� · �g

,
dJ��rged. The 

s1de. Not �a: ltght sh9wed 1n the large - . man si�:nped 111 B:U S'" �arms. They 
stone n1ansion. Bill grabbed Sandy and. bound aq�d gagged_ -thts ma�-:as they h4d 
drevi him i�to� the shadows of:-� a bush -. .the firs�,. �ne. 

- . �· -� ·,. \ · �.-� · · · . 
._ 

as the ·soft.� }iatter of ; 'feet .c ame to his-� t��.,_ ..... B'Hl and Sandy· were =bQth smiling 
ears, . - ·. . -:: 

' �  .: -. ' '. :� now. They were smiling and there was 
�� -soldier �� a scarlet :uniforfn {ounded

. f a mad gli�ter in t�e�r eyes_as t·hey s�r-
3:. ��r.n;cr o{;lhe hot�, . He 4rPed · a��::·:v���d .. tf}�tr wo�k� . · . ·<;:, . . . . :· ,.

, rtfle wtth a bayonet on- bts shouMer and � Now. come_s tpe tough . part, -·kJd,-
about his w�ist was strapped ati auto- Bill whi�pered. . "We've got to find him 
matic� He iQoked neither to tlie right _· ;.. ·and tbe�-. :we've �ot to g�t _him o�f ot 
nor - left . . · · . : . . - ··. :-� . : �· - ·  � ., _:��- _ . . . .:.·h ere ant+ tnto the, �ar . . Ht& professtonal. 

Bm waitel until thtqnan had<passed. ; killers . P:obably Sfeep outside his d®r. -
Then he started after him with the speed 'fake 1t �easy. We may have to shQ<Jt ·*· 
of .frn ·�nd gQing dQw.U a � footliall field . _._our \vay�})ut of �e��· But w_e can't .fa�L" _ 

· under a pu'tit. He -nil · the' .mi!i· from'_\_· :Sand��- nodded:,-�nis hea4t� opened ·
_,· pis 

behind ·and c�rried him five feet ihrough · ·: sh1rt frQ!lt and ·pointed to . ., an intricate 
�he c air. Th�y -landed With a sh3.ftering :' r�ll of s�k cords t�t were OOund around 
tmp?-ct and:·.a· �runch.ipg:·s.ound. t�.t made.},. Jus b���:..:; � � · · ,� _�� 4-J � ... �.. ·· �� _-;: · - .. - �- • · · :- · · 
Sanoy wince·�:· ·  · .  · 

-! 'i·.c�� � �·- - . - : •. -. "1·-��::; = HI  b�i>Ught the�e along. � in case :w·e . 

The soldier did .nof move as Bill got ·: need the-m/' he s�d. "·: , .
--� � . � _:. 

to his feet. ·�e pulled�_two shor.t lengths -�L:.� '""Wha.t " -�� · · · � · ·�_: � 
·. ,  .- . .  · 

of wire from - his pock�t and bciund th� :{;-.;. " Sttai.t-,jackets��:�:- .Sandjr> said.. · ��wo fi 
mart's ·handS and f�et while._ Sandy of �em .. �.·· Remember I told )�nu I bought · 
wedged a pad of cloth- into h��- mouth · one. -W�ll, I bougbt another one before 
a?d fastened !t . with a�esive t��� Bill . -�� .-�e left �P North{�� . Bill stopped to st.are 
stuck the man's automatic ib .a hip �· - at_ 'bim, .. t:. He kneW',_ it was ilo place . to 
pocket and threw his rifle into a· clump � waste t�me but n�·- couldn't ·,h elp it� He 
of l)ushes. � � - �� 

. ·. � :<· . glared at Sandy ln the dim light1 but 
�'So far so goOd," la:e .w hisp�r�e:d. ..._ ·�· � -.;: inward!}\ he was: . lau.gh.iqg . . · - , 

•• · - -._ � /!'"" � 'S. �· -'t�ey stole to. the hack of th� house, . ·.: '(Did Yf?U bring_ your snake ?n he asked, 
keeping in the shadows when _possible. sarcasti�lly. · . , 

B�ll tapped o�_ a. rear d� t�t \\(:;1s flush . .  = • ('Y �s,�t Sandy sjlid, breathlessly. ."Do 
wtth the ��ggtng. }fe· thought that ·you think · Itll ne�r it ?'' · _ · there would be another guard in th� Bill chuckled as he motio�ed to · Sandy 

-

• 

• 
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to follow him. They went up three steps ·"He just pressed a buzzer under his 
and crossed the kitchen without a sound" · desk with his foot. Stand against the 
They \vent through a pantry .and into a . wall by• the door and i f  any one con1es 
dining room with a nigh ceiling and through- cover 'em or kill 'em if  you 
paneled walls. Bill threw a flashlight have to !" He . moved over so that h.e 
across the room for a few Se(!onds to \vould 

· 

be behind the door when it 
locate the obj�cts in; the r�.m- -and tht;· . .opened:, never tal{ing his eyes from the--·. 
doorway. As they stepped out into a still forms of Chamberlin -'and Herrara. 

·-

wide hallway the dim murmur of voices But the door didn't operi. Instead, a 
came to their ears. Bill stopped and curtain that Bill thought covered a win
listened intently� H-e -: saw a tbtn sliver � - dow, swayed geritly and two· -bard-1aced 
of light under a door ahead of them. - n1en stepped from ·behind it. There was 
He glided toward i t  like a shado\v and a grin1 ruthlessne�s about them that _ any 
bent to peer through the l}ey hole. �: gangster m�ght hf!ve envieq. Each h�ld 

-Suddenly. :he drew i11 his ·· breatn with a blue�lack automatic i n  ;' front of hin1. 
a soft hiss. He put a hand like a vise One of ·them sai(L· "Reach sweetheart !" 
on Sandy's arm. .. - - · llill did not whirl as a - gun pressed 

''They're h9th here 1'-' he said � - Sandy's . agah1st _ _.hi� spine . . He li.ft� his hands 
heart was pounding. He hoped they - slowly ,above his ·head.. Cold perspira
couldn't hear it inside the roofu. "I'm tion cascaded do'h�n his face� He cursed 
going to open . the door. Be ready to - himsel f . silently for bein:g· caught so 
shoot !" Sandy pushed,.- the saf.�ty. catc.h easily� =. J:Ie g�zed_ out �f l�e corne,r of 
off his gun and crouched as Bifl opened - �  his eyes at Sandy. · The kidts face was 

�-

the door. Ylhite . . "Don'� move !" Bill said so.ftly as - This . could · end in o_n�y- one -.w ay. 
San.Qy followed him· through· the door- They'd-:· .:&e stuck up .against� a. stone wall. 
Way and clOsed the door quietly behind - Perhaps they'd be tortux:_ed first. It 

. him. 
· 

meant the death of Mike and Saul and 
-::a.. ... , • 

...... . -

. � , . . 

· · _probab.ly · aU o.f his own pilot�. He began 
THE TALL, well--built tna-n with _ - to slip·\fiis left foot' . back to give him 

reddish-brown hair- and transparent . leverage when he whirled -and struck. 
eyes who sat at· the flat:.topped mahogany ·-He J!light just as well be -sliot now. 
des.k check� the qlQVe�ent 9f his hand ��.�·- Chamberlin wa�-. on his �®t. His gtay
as Bill's automatic b�re strai�t at his green eyes were expr�sionless bu.t the 
hea�. His usually -expressionless eyes smile of a born sadist wa� -an his lips. 
opened wide as he breathed one �·ord. - . "Take �their guns," he said. 

HBarnes,''' he said. ' He couta ··n'ot be- '/ '•� The: --- pressure- on Bill!:� back dis- · 
lieve his eyes� � . '" -· · appeared as the gunman stepped around 

, 

HBarnes,'' Bill repeated aft�r him. in front of him. Bill got ready to 
��This is  f!Qt cxac�ly .. a · pleasure Mr. .strike. 
Chamberlin,_ _ .But it is a pleasure to . find The <!t.her man stepped· ·t. oward Sandy, 
Sefior Herrara here. ·It saves us a great _ his lips curled in a brutal. leer. Sandy 
deal of trou-ble." lowered his hands as though to give the 

The heavy, beady-eyed man beside man hi_s� ;gun. Sud�enly, t�e ,� an jumped 
Chan1berlin eyed Bill · with gleaming backwa-rd with '!. howl of  fright as a 
eyes. Eyes that were a littl� afraid� lithe, brown snake leaped out of Sandy's 
Suddenly Bill's voice rose sharply. "Get hand directly at the man�s face. As his 
your foot ·off that butt9n !'" he - said to gun came down Sandy shot him through 
Cha1nberlin. - He spoke out of the side the shoulder and the gun clattered to the 
of his mouth . to Sandy. . floor. / 

• 
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At the same instant,. as the man cover- � face� to t+he two . mute forms- . .in .the hack 
ing Bill gla9c�d for a fraction ·of a �- - of the car. Then he agreed. to . Bill's 

' 

. second toward his howling con.federatef ':�request. - : 
· 

- ,  · . · . · : . 
.. 

Bill brou.ght·:.h is -gtirt'" down· on. the · ma:rt,A·· .;::: , :Bill Qrd.ered · Chan1berlin;: a.nd Herr.ara 
head� He qtopx}ed tike a .<!lubbed o�. � �-o�t - of · the car. The · · nluscles of 
The gun in {;l�niberlin's hand clattered<_ ·. · -Chatnberlin 's face twitched· as he was . .  
to the floor _ as Bill shot hi in through the .-- � .. , forced to obey. His eyes were twin 
arm. Herra.ra had not moved. He sat · --- points of murderous. venom. 
as though li� had no strength. . His _ In a small, stone buildin-g, not unlike 
swarthy · ·complexion had turned to a- _ 

· the · one where Barney f �Us \\laS still pasty green. _ .. · - . . . . .. _ :;: - � _ �eon fined, Sandy slipped the two prison-
- ,� - "� v , 

• • -

•

• • �� �: . ets into his strajt-jacketS"i . 'f.he gags 
Bill bound and gagged the two ·'g� .. \\'·-ere taken out of their m.ouths. As 

. 
...� . .. - '- -men _ whtle � 3e.ndy_ covered t�e sobPtng; :. �Sandy · and Bill staited . . · to leave 

<;ursirig �,ha�h¢tlirt witlh his gun.; . · � ·; ·> Chamberlin s.poke :- ··'''Y6U.!&. · better kill 
"Ain't Yll-�- tn� Bmart fella ?" Sandy �·me/' . he said. "'If I ever:gef' free youJll 

taunted him�� . -· · -
.

. , · · ·  · ·  
. die the \VOrst death. a matt=.ever died." ·· � . -; •· . . 

"Forgef ·that, kid !" Bill whipped out;�_-._ Sandy laughed. "Wilen l 
.
get time," 

"Tie their .hands behind their · backs. � ·_he said, "I'll teach you. ho\v to get out 
We'v� got to · get out of here." , fk . of 9ne of those things ! '." !.

. 
-. 

slapped adhes_i.ve tape over the �neon- - -� - H Come on, kid �! "  Bilt _ roared. . He 
scious -gu���.n" �· ·mouth and st.ood up� ,- �started 011 a run for the �r ,. shouting 
He · motion� to Chamberhn , and �.: · bts thanks to �Mike lVloralesf loyal sppHerrara�. . : · _.:-, .

:.. . .
. 

.. , . ,· ->=-'";: �� .5 . .:� �;porter as ,he .ran. They _ju�ped into the 
'' Step .<W-it .J'·'�· ·lie said. · You re gmng ·_ .:· car and . Bill too-k . it <l�W.rt ,tl}e · uarrovl 

· · . · for· � · t�ip:�:�-�-��� · ·-. · - T� :_ •• • • , 
• • • �--��- roaa·· j us-t �s· the first �tre,a�s o:f light 

� "  'N bur-ry Jtp,'r Sandy s�id, "'or it may.· -�_ ·�reralded the coming daw_n:.- . They had . ·· 
be a one�way. · trip." · . . � .� ·- - :_-_�accomplished a lot th.at night. · . · 

"\Vait a �ute, Sandy,'' Bill put·:·in. :':�� Bil� bent over the wheel �nd drove . 
"We'd better g�g them first." -� ... :.. :·0_� 4:he little car the way he _ piloted the 
. Ten minute�. later Bill was driving _ . -�car let Stormer . . His foot, \vent a�I . the 

the little car · out of  J actnel. Sandy was _ �- way do:vn on the pedal as �e - �wung 1nto 

sitting in the �front seat be�ide him cover- ��- the rna1n ro�. He sh�o}<� �1s head a �. 

ing the t�0- rg:en in back with a gun. >�andy began to chatter m hts ear. ,�e 
Shrines and patjve huts clotted the roa:d ·� ·-- )'l-ad t? g:t to J acmel b�}ore . tl1e A..,un 
thf.y sped . . �l�g· -but · there was no sig� ·-- -r���pc-k Its .ttp aboye .Ut� �o�-��9�:- H_e had 

· of li£ e anyw�iere. _..· . . -�- . . 
. 

� �· ·:: 
_

- .. ·:� · · pl�U�l�Q t.�e. show. and· he �ad _ to be there . 
· 

· 
- -�� · 

:- · · · ·� . .  � . : ·� . ·. _  < te d1rect tt..· -: · , . . : · . . 
- ,. � ... .. .... 

TEN MILE-s out f;om J acmel, Bill-:�.. . The little car respond�, gallantly a s  

guided the cat to the left on a narr.ow "' he nursed it over the hard ·rt?ad. 
road that C}lt through a field of sugar . .  , -:. Peons ·and priests, blackfi and whites, 
cane. - A mile_ in he came to the planter's " - Indians and soldiers were- on the road 
house. He. p4_1led up before it and got . _-now, ,all headed for Jacm�l. .The blare 
out to knQcl{ on the front door. After -- of a rnilitary band came to .. their ears 
a few minutes' delay a man stuck his_ - ·as they reru:hed the . town and head�d 
head out __ th.� door. · · 

. .for the savanna. - Companies of in-
. .  Bill talked : to him quietly fgr :a few, . - _t": fantry ·were marching toward the pres_i

ininutes. :{}is eyes were 'vide and �. dential palace. · Bill saw that -the officer 
frightened ·as - they traveled· from Bill's _·, in command ofr one · of them-- was a _.�ieu ... 

• 

• 

, 



. . -

. .
. - .... � .. � ·-· . . - . . :-

' 

102 

tenant of Saul Cox. 
to thtmselJ.  

He smiled grimly 

-· 

. . . . 

. 

, BILL _BARNES 

people the crack of three rifles electrified 
the crowd. Vivarrio's hand came down 
to }}.is throat. He gazed at the blood on 
his hand with an expression· of stupe
faction. · His legs collapsed under him 

- and he sprawled on the marble floor. 

A �a of  faces were turned toward 
the sky in the savanna as four airplanes, 
roared out of nowhere and skimmed 
over the .. housetops. Bill and Sandy 
both smiled as they saw Shorty whip the 
Scarlet Stormer through the heavens As the voice of the crowd rose from 
followed by the three Snorters. . dull mutterings to a roar, . one of the 

Angry rputterings and shrill cries planes overhead dove a _ dJo:usand feet 
gree�ed the four cOmpanies of infantry, and leveled off. . 
gay tn their scarlet uni forms, that sur- A lone figure sto_od silhouetted 
rounded the presidential palace. · The against the sky for a mmr1ent-. Then It 
crowd press� in closer. . A group of � dove. off into space. Tbe assassin::ation 
students began to sing. They were dis- .M Vivanio was forgotten ,aS they saw 
persed by- · a handful of jabbering, · �bat figure turn lazily over: and over in 
gesticulating 1>9licemen. t�e. air. Their faces were white and 

Bill stopped the car two blocks from · -strain�d. - Not a whisper <;alile from the 
the savanna. . He pushed his way · _ now stlent mob. 
through the milling mob of · people . Bill Barnes rushed acros-s the foyer 
toward the palace, Sandy at his heels. . ta the side of Saul Cox. He grasped 

They were 
.
. halted at the e_n

trance by - � b� th_e arm a�d talkeQ ·in his ear. 
the crossed bayonets of soldters. Des• �- · 

Tbts 1s the ttme for .YOU to take 
perately, he tried to get the eye of tbe, . ·':over," he s:;tid� "Go. out on the balcony 
man · commanding them. The officer . ·:1��d or<ler one compapy· oJ _th_e· inf�ntry 
turned, recognized Bill in spite of his �Q surround Mike. w}J.en, he . Jands and 
tatt�red clothes and· stained face.. He·· >bring him here.u Saul Cox-nodded. His 
barked out ail order. The rifles barring -�un!, lined face lost all �ign of un-
his path dr<?pped. . The soldiers gazed . eertatnty� He marched OJ.tt on the . 
after them in wonder as Bill and Sandy balcony. His voice bellowed an order. 
raced up the steps. They had little time One of his own men took- it up. A 
to spare. _ company of infantry started at double 

Officers of �he army and members of · ti�e toward the south side _ Qf the sa
the c�bi�et Q{ _Samerra were milling .. v;rnna. A band struck up the. national 
about tnstde·. BtU -saw Saul Cox in the . 

,. a:tr- of Samerra. A hun�r�4- -vo��es ,_ then 
background. . Th¢ question oU all lips.· : :a ·_thousand took . up th� air�· They_ sang 
had to do with Herrara and Chatn·berlin.. · _w-t.th that mad abandon of' the Lattn. _ 
Where were .they ? Had they lost their Then their voices rose iq: .. a�mad shriek 
courage �because -of the rumors of the . as they rushed toward the spot where 
uprising and the return of Morales ? - . -the figure at the bottom of the parachute 

The questions went unanswered. As dangled. They had recognized the man 
the sun was about to push its head above they loved. Their �essiab. had come 
the horizon, Valtura, the president! __ �ack to them. Th� stunned peons be
asked Vivarrio to speak to the people, Jteved that he had come: back from the 
to quiet them until Herrara arrived to . :.sky. 
take command . .  Vivarrio stepped out . ((Viva Morales! Viva. Morales! Viva 
on the �balcony. The four . Planes roared . M. orales !'.J came from thousands of 
tKree thousand feet above his head. · · throats. 

.. .. - . As he p�t out his hand to Quiet the The compally of infatltry surrounded 
. • 

.. 
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Mike as he landed on his feet '"and de-
flated his parachute. He stepped out 
of the harness and lifted his uniform hat 

· to the half-mad crovvd. He was dressed 
in a gold-embroidered scarlet · uniform 
and black boots. His white teeth flashed 
a smile. His eyes glittered. He was a 
romantic, mysterious figure of a man. 

TEN M INUTES later he walked out 
on the balcony of the presidential palace� 
Three bands were playing the national 
air now. The crowd had become hys-

. . . . .terical. T·hey shouted his name over 
and over. . Bill Barnes was on his right 
and Saul Cox on his left. Next to Bill 
stood Sandy. 

As the crov;·d obeyed his gesture for 
silence a peculiar high�pitched voice 
sounded behind the four figures standing 
at the rail of the balcony. It was a 

• 
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voice such as none of them had ever 
heard before. . 

(( Viva ·Chamberlin r" it said. u Viva 
Herrara!" 

A gun flashed out of Saul Cox's 
shoulder holster as he whirled. 

The doors were closed behind them 
and there was no one there. Three of 
the four faces gaped for a moment. 

. . 
Then Sandy began to laugh. 

They all whirled on him at one time. 
His face was crimson but he couldn't 
help laughing. 

"I  had to see i f  I could still throw 
my voice," he said. _ 

"I'll throw you off this balcony if  you 
don't pipe do\vn ! ' '  Bill growled. 

" I  '11 make you the court jester," Mike 
Morales said, laughing. 

He · -turned ;back to the silept crowd 
below him and started to speak. 

·--

Even at this 

the North. 

moment, strange events were transpiring back in 

A mysterious message came to Barnes' Field. 

' '  

Don't miss 
. 

' '  

In the June Bill Barnes. 

-

- hits all-time. low in price 
e You'll rub your finger-tips across your 
chin and smile with pleasure after your 
:first shave with Probak Jr . .  For here's a 
razor blade that's made for easy work 
on tough · beards brings true shaving 
comfort down to the lowest price level. 
This record-breaking double-edge blade 

. is ground, honed and stropped automat
ically assuring unvarying high quality. 
Save money and shave with ease. Ask 
your dealer for Probak Jr . 

. . 
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£'·V-E� GOT -some great nevi� .. <�� SPR:ING is in the _ .afr �-- �ain 1 All 
·� cojl}iig'! 

. 
Don't be, too· . -im:�.:'��··,�inter model bhilders hav'tt:�en work

patient _ fo!r it. �ead th�.: 
� 

'·�ing· in tne-ir shops building .. -ne·wer and 
sketch of 'Clyde Pangborn's life care·- "'·-��better ships and now is the��time to try 

. . 

, fully. He's our new Wing Commander; o. 
• them out. .- - � 

. -

And what a �ier f � .;;�:. · A few years ago this seaso� the sky 
It was ciuite a j ob, convincing him -= ·'"vas full of kites. Now · 'if's full of 

that he had time for his new duties, but �� model airplanes ! -
once we ha(:l_ told him about our thou- �. �_� - One o f  the models w9n��- take off ; a 
sands of memh,ers, o f  our new Creed,_- . · "second will go into a taiJ _spin. ; 'another 
and o f  our work on th� manual, he fel� _ i> •. :�vil-1. nose over in landing� . .  -.�Same o f  the . 
different.· - . ._· 

- � � . � - _ ,  · ...
.
. �·� . . ��:ibuilders will .give up in ,ftiS.gust. But 

"Why/ CJ�l$. 9h/1 h� said,, · ''I've got: to �-���" 1lbt ari·. Air· Adventurer ! ,;)ti�. S.ir ! H� is · 
find the time>· or make it . Sure I 'l l  be �- J{isappointed, naturally, tb'f his ship 
your first Wing Commander, and Itll {}_0 _ .wQn't fly, but he doesn�t gfv� up. 
more. I 'll run a question-and-answer �)·· Our creed has taught us that we 
page for you. · Any of the Air Adven- � .. �· mustn't give up at the first sign of 
turers with puzzling questions on their · <. failure. The true Air Adveqturer will 
minds can \vrite to- me and I 'll answer · · , go oyer his damaged plane{an<l find out 
them. After al�, I can use my flying _ , what caused the crack-up . . -� He will re
experience to ·nelp my fellow members, _ �. build it and correct the faults: He n1ay 
i f  I'm to be one of them." . 

-.. � �. - "-�have to do this several tiraes but he \vill 
• • ·' ·::· 

-
- . 

..� -:-• :.. - ."f: •. ... -· • --·-
... ' 

.· And I. said� . � � 'Comn1ander Pano-b om·.' ,�::��t that snip into the· air J: \4nd when it 
you sPeak J�� : ·an Air A�ventu're�_.,.-, .. := ·:�--,�d<ie·s: fly well, there is rio .'t.llril.l that will 

• 

. It · w-as all� 'l c�uld say. I was think�_:-·
·� �yet equal it. , -. - · .. �··. ·. _� � · 

ing how proud - we would eall be to hav@- ;_ _- . Many of the best a1rplan_e destgners · 

him one of us.. So J wrote a sketch of -. in this country to-day st�tt_ed out by 
his life, of the-�ecords he holds. Read -it. . �- �uilding models ! They �-eated ne\v 

y · h- Id h d · td·eas.. To-day, when they tvvent a new 
. ou ca�, , 0 _ ·yo::r ea s up even.., type of ship, they make . a. model and higher no\� aD:d sa!, Yes, Clyde �ang- _ <·giye it a thorough test. Then ·they build born and I a.re . A1r Adventurers. 

�- -� the real ship. · v 

There is other news coming, · too t -_ · - Moclel building is a real education. 
Don't miss -a· �i- �g-le issue o f  Bill Barne$1 " ·_: If�s- a .great sport and a valuaJ)le one. 
or you'll miss some of the news. _. The air services have·. -real-iied the im-

.. . 
• 

• 



.. 

va ncement o 
• mer1ca n  
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viation 
portance. of being able to fly and navi
gate entirely by instruments. They are 
concentrating on blind flying, and it  is  
going.·to mean a great deal to us in the 
future. �an cannot control fogs and 
clouds but he can conquer them. 

You will want to join our club. It 

There is only one requirement : your 
pledge that you believe in the future of  
aviation and that you will do all in your . 
power to further its advancement. ·we 
have made this very easy · for you by 
printing the coupon at the bottom of this 
page. 

• ts very easy but don't let its simplicity 
make you think that it is j ust one of 
those hit-or-miss organizations. We are 
a permanent group, exerting our in
fluence for the betterment o f  aviation. 
Since our first issue, membership ap
plications have literally been pouring 
into headquarters. Each n1onth the num
ber o f  new members has been increasing 
until now we have thousands of mem
bers, representing every State in the 
Union, .Province of Canada, and even 
foreign countries. 

If you can honestly sign that state
ment, you should -be a member of our 
great organization and we want you to 
be one. Mail the filled-in coupon to : 
The Flight Comn1ander, Air Adventur
ers, 79-89 Seventh . Avenue, New York, 
N. Y. Together with this application 
• 

send ten cents to cover the cost of  han-
dling and tnailing your wings and life
membership certificate. 

F'LI GI-IT CoMtfANDER. 

(�AEMBERSHI� COUPON) . 

I -am interested in · aviation and ita future developments. · To the best 
of my ability I pledg� myself to support the principles and ideals of AIR 
A D VENTURERS and will do all in my power to further the advance of 

. .. av1at1on. · 

Please enroll me as a member of AIR ADVENT.URERS and send me 
my certificate and badge. I enclose ten cents to cover postage . 

Name. . . . . . . . . .. . . ......... .. . .. · A. ge • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

�<i<II"e�ta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. � .....•... . . . . . . . . ••...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : . . . .  . 
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· · · · · · · · � · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · �· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

D Check here if ·i nteres.ted in model building. 
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This month 's model ·is a flier worthy 
o f  ca refu l effo rt. Bu ild it n o w !  

. . . . . . 

. " 

by CORDON S. LICHT . .... . , , . . 
· ·. · : ET'S HAVE a taste · of indoor 

flying this month, and build and 
. : ... \ J fly ·the "Canary," a light-weight · 

· fus.� lage model yet so substantial that 
-. .. y�u .can fly it outdoors when the wind 

Jms died down. S.O don't feel too badly 
-_ -.· a'l:>.Qut it if you do not have access to a ·. · :gymnasium or auditorium in .which to 
·: ,. · ·ny . the Canary. ·. 

· .. .  · ... ,.: Indoor modelers are famous for their 
:·:· .,}'fiendish" methods of reducing the· ..... . . 
.. . weight .of their models. They have de-. :' . veloped microfiln1, many times lighter 

. than the finest tissue, which is used on 
::·.: .. ·�,the . wings and taiL They study their 
: .� · -models with the thoroughness of a bank 
� ··:clerk examining a suspicious-looking 
;:> ��il-<lollar bill. Any trifling rough spot ·'· ' .... \ <. that might add needless weight or offer 
: . . ·:·�ir..· resistance is carefully sanded away. 
·.: ·: ·:;::.T h,e. propeller is paper-thin.. The num
·.:,: · ·'·· :ber.

·of strands of rubber motor has been . . ··· . . 
. :,> ·cut:- . down to two strands of 3/32" flat 

·-":·: :.:·:fub·ber. · /. 

i: :. : : . .'· �. :.'' . . \ . . " ' . .. ' 
' 

:.��:-;;;;? "::; . > .•. . 
. . .. ' 

. ' . . ·. .. . . . 

All these reductions in weight have 
resulted in light-weight models, un
dreamed of several years ago. A cham
pionship indoor fuselage model weighs 
about 17/100 of an oun_ce or about as 
much as a five-cent piece. -The Canary . 
will be heavier than this, however, since 
it 'r is intended to give you just a taste 
of indoor building and flying. 

The indoor records recognized by the 
National .i\eronautic Association are 22 
minutes and 59.4 seconds for stick mod ... 
els and 13  minutes and 24 seconds for ..... 
the fuselage models , but it's safe to say · 
you'll never approach that record until 
you've built and flown many indoor 

.. . 
/ 

. ..... 

ships. Carl Goldberg · and Emmanuel 
Enderlein, the holders of these records, :· . .  · . · . 
first traveled the stony path of broken - :  · .' ... . 
wing spars, split propellers, and torn· .. . . ........ .. .. · .,.: :.-::· 
microfilm. Their models are practically : · . :-.. � .. : :·.:.;·:'':: .... : . . . � . . .. .. 
perfect. But don't let these obstacles·.::· .

.
. : .. · ·· . ··:· ..... .. . . 

discourage you, as .you'll be able· tQ buitd· . , :.··::.: ... �:·::· ':·: 
. .  · .. · 
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th.e Canary and keep it ill the air several ( see drawing # 1 ) -� A rectangular nos-
minutes without moch trou!ble. . · . � · ing is cut from 3/16" flat �1sa and ce-

• · 

- : . - . • � • -� .- •• ·: !: · • -�·�· :_. men ted, .tP the front of the stick. Ce-
. 

· C6NS'l'RUGTION�'/'t-�;-_·,_�:/:� . .  :{� me�t St\tfpS o f ba1sa on· t� ·�ac� of the 
. 

_ . . . 
· . . � nostng s� that wh:en the st1�!< ts tnserted, THE constructl?n o f  mdoor. _shtps ts 

_· these strips o f  wood will :fit inside the not a great <_leal <:lrffeJ:e?t fr�n:1.: that of : mode(. �q hol<J,._,, tb}� _ stick�� �P: plac.e; . . A other model�, Sl}'lall�· :'j;tzes o£ !0°d are '•/ small Wire spur S'fi.own fut! :.slze in dhi:W � used an� the propell�r must be carved · ing #2 �-s cemented to the bottom o f  the p�per-thm. _But on �� other btmd. the ··. stick S(( it fits �tiQ.er the })alsa sul?port �u1g: and ta,t� a:e 
. 

co
_�

�r� on ,�� Y o�e 
_ · .in the r-ear-0 f. tM f.uselag��-\-::\A rear hook, std�, so �he:e, �s J Ust a�t as mq,Qli wort<
. : bent frOni # 1 1  piano wire' iS cemented as tn butld1ng any other model 

.. -!����, · .. - . .  :-: .. ·�--� to the- iear o f the stick�· A copper 
� - ,. .. ..t � -...-.. -

· 
� - _ · · --· . ::· 

- �:- �:;:i �-;: :� �.-:�;-: =� -·washer.-� eemented to the nosing 1 /4'' 
· · : · ·. · · :1\IAT��.�AJJS : ����.�i·;·: ;.�-·� __ i-}:·�:�-:-5'al)ove· tt� top ·of�"tne ·motof--,:Sti�'k series· . . -. ' .... :-... .. � ::-.:.:;-·�- --� 

4 wing spars 1/la�l/8xl2"_.. > .
- �.;��� -��' as a bearing for >the propeller. _ �  

6 · f uselag_e � longer on� 1/ 16xlfl6x24" � _.:.__� �:::.,. �- _... -= ;·;� - . -�-
� 

. h 
• �: • ... � • • 

_ 1 nlotor ��c� 1/8xlj4x18" .. - -� � -'Y � • ::Ji; ��" -�.�:.� �� tANil.z!�G. �Ee� . - · - .. . · : 
4 pes . 113Pt:1/1��.5" for �eV3.tor.,_<:�� CEiiENT tW�" Pieces ��1/32xl lj2x rudder, -etc. � ; 

· · � � _ � �--��:--1 1 /2'1 balsa tog�ther so �he grains of 1 J>e. 1/32Xl 1/2x6" ;J./2: for ,w��ls. �- the pi¢.��s run - � opp�i}e directi�ns, 2 .pes� -b�.�. J/l6xl/&x8 forv: �ndlng:·>�"-f· that · is;',: ·ctos·s-g�ued . ... �fk o�, the 
. gear �tS. .- ' 

·
. -��:_ · " · . ... � _.-::g wheels·,�'-1 1/2f/ d1ameter --with a c.Om-1 propeller block 3/4-;1 l/2x:�2 · '--:� pass � cut

. 
theni :out �th . fl. razor blade. 3 · pes .

. 
l/��3/32x�Z for ��ng an�:_�? <;ut 1tg:i.}tenmg Q�s 1.0 � wheels_ as 

_ etevatoo:�·d:�s � --� ·�,·�- �"""'";-� .�����:· · 
. ·..!;�����· ihown ' :tn <irawiilg ·# t .�-� � �ake pape·r . 1 ft. of •#11- pia�,_ w.i

re. :·;r:{) �-;.�!;' bushingS by rollin£ a small"strip of p�per 1 _ sheet of __ superfin� t1ssue. · .. �� ;--"> - ' · .,"�· into a little tube: _:. Insert these busbtngs 
Small bot!;les of . �� � �i�d ce:·:J'i throug.fu: the �e11,�$ of ,��;��J:t�el, _ ':fhe 

roent · · , · � , · :: ·: �· ·· "';. �.:;::��-� . .

. ;; · ���;5· tanding�ear struts are 'hal�, 'l/16x ll8x 5 feet of . 1/8" brtmin t:ubber.i�..S:�;-��- 6 1/2". sanded to; an oval �hape and _ce-
. � .· .. -�·-� - · · ;�-· -� , ��f��7C:<. ·;. ��� mente(} -to the f�ftiage. · ����11 piece� _of >? 

- • � �'-7-,... . .. . ' . 
�- · ·- · : PUSEL�PE� ��-�-��;}��-.wire ar& - c�meui�p> to the_,'. ·ends or£< the · 

FROM · di�wing :/f{ you �r get �11 }"" struts a.iid the wQ�Js .are slipped on' and 
necessary dimensions for maki · '" a full- _;- held in pface ·by a: drop of c:ement on the 
sized draw!n�g· of the, ,  �usela���,����t�::.�;��t·�· ke1;.1��- end o�--�tn.: axle,- {:��-. · . .. -·� ._::::·: ;_:· � · 

. _ � � _ 

both halve8= �at the ·sa;:pe time.->"orie':·on,:-;�,:\�- : �--� ·..;.��:-,�� · · �' - --,._�,- :" �s�v ..... �._ · .� -: -- · .. .... ,_ � -,;,.'1:.. ... �- -< .. - -· .. " -. • '- , tot) of the .other. The longerpns are -,:.":. ·�� �: . WING C�NSTRV�TI()N. 
1/16" sq, balsa .

. 
Moisten them _ _ t<> bend -�.-..___::.� THE� WING · 1s· made }n two halves 

into sha:pe. J?_rawi!l_g�� # 1 wilt; �lso s':ltn :1-:: ]�and .th�n ,joined, �- a cen.ter.-:,§:ectiotl. 1:he 
ply 'you with._ the dhl�nsions �ecessa'ry- :. full-size. ribs are�'""'given in- <{ira�ing -#2. 
for j oining $e two �ves . . . ·:_ :":·· : : �:. . .  Bend �em from 1/32x3j32" balsa. 

� � 
• • � • ;: • :'� • ••_. � A<;_<' �: .' 1v1 oisten the wood- with s�li\ra and ,press � . .. .f ...... .., 0 - f '.:' - .. �. • 

� 
- � 

· ·M·OTOR; �TIC� . . - ;;;--:" .::: · 
... 

_ >-2,� against-:·:� hot li�t ·- bulb tb·' obtain the 
THE MOTOR stick_ is 1/8X.�/4x18" =_-_ correct- �urvature� The win·g tips are 

The stick is tapered to�ard thtf -ends as - bent from 1/32xl/16" balsa by wrap

shown in drawing #3.. Th�_ �tick is� � ,  pi11-g th�' moistene4 wood around a card- _ held in piace in the r�r of the_ fiiselage· 

_ 
· board pattern· the exact shape of the 

by a support built up- o f  1/16" sq. balsa - · wing tip. Cover the two halves o.f the 

• 

.. 
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110 BILL BARNES 
-·- .. 

wing before J oining. The center section FLYING .. 
should be the width of. t�� top of the _ THE WING is attached to the fuse-
body. Raise. 

_

_ _ the tips of :e� wing � �lage wi�.h thin loops of rubher that pass 
inches.� Sman: wir.e hooks -u�ed; to mount ·�-: �n'derneath · �e·-- fuselage an(l fit ·on -the 
the Wlng on r the body ate · ;cemented tO , ::-:wire hooks a_t the center section of the 
the four comers of the ce�ter section. :wing. Tlle n·· umber of strand-s of rubber 

. 
. 

. . - -� - · 
�. ,� · . - · · motor that _yp:u'll need depends on the 

. ELEVATOR A·ND · ·RuJi.PER . . - .- .  -- - 1Veight of yQur finished mP4el. A good 
THE Ou . . T 

.. _ 
·LINE f. t- � ��-· dd · -d· . . 

�-i-e�imate·· ·w.ould be three. str.and.s of. 1/8'� · :. o � �� ... ru er an · · · 
·

-- · · · · · · .' . · : · 
· � ,_-;; - , .,. --rubber. ·u.s� brm.vn rubber. . Many e�evator tS ·balsa 1/J2xlj16· · · Cut fu�l� _ ··,,� model shops �handle it. Brewn rubber stze cardboard patterns to the shapes tn 

- .. 1 . htl h ·- ·  · th bl ck- bb d . - . .. d _ -ts s tg y ea.vter an a ru er an draw1ng #2 and bend the motstene .11 . 
. 

..... 
_ ...... ....1 1 · - L b · 

d d ::th M k h - WI gtve your -m\:N.e more power. u rt-woo aroun " ese patterns, a e t e · : , 
. . _ �-

. . 

· 

elevator in tw.o pieces .and · reen·i�rce th� . 
�·· .- �te . . t�7 n:��?r 

. 
�tth pre�red �ubb�r 

center of eaqJ. . pie�e. with-
- � balsa rib. :, Jubrlc�nt 0� g.lycerttl. 

.
. : .

- ': 
-. 

· : -

Cover the elevator and rudder and ce· <: _ ·� AdJust the�:model to fly tn �eft ctreles. 
·ment them t�- the fus·elage_�--itl. Iine with :.·- W. arp up t�e-�_leading edge _ _ C?f th� right 
the rubber motor. . ·. - ._- '1 .  _ -- � _ ·wrng looktng_ from the fro�t, Gtve the 

- ·. , \, . · .. - � , · � ·'·.; . . ".:_ �--_:,rudder a little·- left turn; Remove the 
-

� . ... , _.. . -: 

- ·. -.. · · . · . . �- :·�L. - :� -, ; · · ·.;���:; �,��· tpotor sti�k .w h�n windi�� a:r.td -stretch 
· EOVERIN�� :_': ·. · ·· . : · : .. . - ,

. ::�- the rubber ... - �veral times: ·:_i" its nonnal 
- USE supetfine tissue. - All wrinkles· ;; : length. · : . 

-

-· -��. . 
must be remQved �s the· �aper is not .-��:? To perfDrm�as a champion�,. thjs model 
d

_
oped o� ·sp�a.:yed �tth wa�r. Iro� the - ;should weig:lr. about . 1 5  t��<20 ounces .. 

• tissue . wtth a _ _- hot . trQ�, a���; ftl?��Y lt to : .  5�u,t upleys ,yop�pe an experienized indo.or 
, �he wtng wh�!e: hot. ·!favJns: . the· paper · :  : _bu1ld·ei, fhe"'

. 
weight of th���,Canary wilt · . w�� when Y?U put tt on �111 prevent : _- be .4 ounGe�:-=:or more. . "£he probable 

warptng the wtn� out of �h?tpe �hen you: . . � �weight of the various parts are : 
get your

_ 
mn?�l

_ 
tn h�t alr.·_:_ ..Stngle ... sur- _ - , . , :motor stic}{, � prop, rubbe: r:� .. � � · faced wmgs are eastly twtsted out of ��------� -� � 

-, :.5· .. _ _ . , -<- . 
shape �cause�· · the�e · is ll0· :�tt<Jm layer·�.- �i��/ _;;;;: _ _, ( 3 str�ll·?:S.) · · � . . · >?.' ·<.· .. �?-: !�? ounces 

or paper to -C�bnteract the· �\vist of the ." �:� Wlng . . · . . v:�� . ., . . -· .... : .: � <�:.Q75 . . . , 

top layer . . 
· . · .. - � . 

·-�- ,. - �  '.: ·� . . � �-�--�:.·-.� fuselage, tail, landtng geal! __ . J20 _ 

l .. "("':._"" -· - ', • 
' .. � �.. ... � .. -· p� ROPELLER -.. ;::-.. _. · -..� - -- t' -"':·:. � ·..;. • •  : • - ·  �-� ..  · -

� -
- .. .. ·- - - .. ....... ,_ "' -

· _ � · · 
... -:·:- ·::. ·. ' . .  

-
= :.. :_··. total . . . . - ;

· . .  _.:. �415 ounces 
THE S.I#� {){ .the prope11f.r block is �.�· A d 1 _ .:-_

_ 
. b.  h .. 

,
�--- - - ·11 3/4�1 1/2x;l����· r

. Us� sttiu.gP.t-gr�.ine9 --- - ·�:_ . ,�0 _.e 
� - ��g _ 10� t_ lS�-;���n� Wl 

1 .  ht · · 
·ht -�....: 1· · Th bl -,· ,1�' · 1 . ·d ff �_be able to� st�)10 plenty of t;pttgh treat-tg . -Wetg· ua. sa.· · e OC � lS a1 0 �-

· . r 
- . " :  · 

· - � · - ·· . - - . ... ·ment and can- be flown outd-oors when as shown tn drawtng #3� The btg .!.:th · · ai = --- Th · ht .. �"f-'th del problem is _to get y-Our pr9peller very �:_- e atr ts c . ttl·- .. e wetg n- e
. 
mo. 

th. ·th . _1 r tt . ·t < _ t f ll 1 - .can be subs�anttally reduced by ustng tn w1 out sp 1 tng 1 , so � care u y .  - · fil · . · :: d f · .· - · · 
A . d · d , ll ._

.
;.·-":1..... t 3132�� -

.
- mJcro m .. tnstea o ttssutt covertng. . goo tn GO.f prope er .t-S·:.auou 

, _ . � _ . � . . >�:. . _ . 
. . . z- _ _  . . 

thick at the y .hub- and tape-r.s to . tissu'_e� -: ·:--�� -�7 ' .... -

-

' . ' 

· 

.

. 

>· . 
y 
·.� • 

� 

� 

• 

. paper thinness--at the tips� Don't try to .;-> s·PRING FEVER we �·�all get it. 
make an indoor propeller extremely 1ight �Nothing better than a mod_�l airplane to 

.. 

un�il you've bad some practice. By work off an attack of it. Ther-e's a model 
holding� the. propeller up to- - the light, waiting for y.Q. ft next montlf that's a sure 
you can lo9ate the thick p9rti9ns� . Us� ·· . QU1"e. for'.spril)g fever but not for model 
sandpaper and plenty .of "elbow grease" f·ever, 'because- building and ' ftying models 
· to thin e>�Jt the� blades. . is the only treatment for th�t disease . 

• 

-

-

._ 
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P through his boyhood �nd_. ea�ly-
.. � He

' 
volunteered for -service )Vith the 

manhood. ·-ctyde . ··Pangbor.!l ·· was aviation . section of the Signal ::Corps. 
mo�-e or 1�¥· content _ to live Of! Upon .qualifying he was ·en�o�led in _the 

_the grou�d,'. 1J-�e<i- o��ina,rY . people: 
. 

He .. · School .- of· ·Aeronautjcs in California : 

• 

. . . . .. . 

walked _wn�n- , be ... w,anted to -go places;.. · Dll:iVen�ity, took the customary twelve 
, � or else took trolley . cars ·and trains, and weeks of ground work with the school, 

• • • -
• p 

t.n every �Wel:Y showed that be accepted graduated to the concentration camp at 

· . . ' ' 

�as inevitable the limitation·s of two legs Dallas, T·exas, and then in due course· 
an:d the confining pull of gravity. He gained his com111ission as s�ond lieu
w�s · a typical young American of his tenant. • 

. 
-� -

< 

time . ' landlocked, · and apparently des- But his commission came in 1918, too 
.. . tined to spend his days on the crust of : late to pass hirn into the air fighting on 

-humdrum old terra firma. the other siqe. Instead, after -the armis-. . . . But only apparently. He reversed all tice, he was sent to Love Field as an 

' 

. 
- . 

. . 

· 
· this, with a vengeance one bright day instructor. . 

• 

. at ' the age of twenty-two· reversed it : When he wa.S finally demobilized in 
so completely that some of his friends January, 19 19, he had. fully decided that · 
are always surprised,_ now, when they his f_uture· lay in the air ; and, in order 
see . hi� without· a . plane near him. to make flying support him, he, like so 

· 'The charige . took place during the _ many other great pilots before and after 
World. War, when Pang-born w_as jn the . him, went � for barnstorn1ing. 

. 
. . American army. After he · had· .had one He did the thing right. Pangborn's 

too 1nany close-ups 
· 

of m.onotonous was no one-horse, . or rather .· one-plane, 
Iv[oth�r- Earth, �fter he had seen one venture, but _a real three-ring "_flying . 

�. ., . . . 

. too m�ny airplanes skimming serenely circus.'_' �t included thirteen planes, and 
· 

.
. . · through the ·clouds, h� _.came to the con- . used twenty-five pilots. He did duty 

' 
�· elusion that the War wo�ld ·_be much both .as joint . proprietor �!ld �orking 

. . . . . . more thrilling _seen from topside. . .. pilo�. He estimates that .he . himself .. car-· . 
. 
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· _ · 
· �illion {>asseQgers tliat were taken on · · In 1931 ·, Qa.clced by Mr; E .. - H. Hern.;:. .. ·"::c· '·-· 

.-_- · <. joy· ·rides ·by the whole circu5. · His ma- ·don, 'he : took - Qff on a round�the-wortd . � _ 

.' �; .. ; · · ·  - chines held four, e1nd sometimes· he car- flight, to beat Wiley Post · . He made' ; : · : :: . . 
· -:�,·,_: ·. :: . · . · :  . · · · 

.
- rie.d as .many as si.x hundred , passengers good tim� - until he was forc.ed· down in . : . . · · · 

-.-:- .-:. - ·:'_ .· 
.. - : .� ·- -. .

. 
a :day, on one-minute-:flights at one dol-· ·a bad storni - ove.r .Eastern Siberia ; an� · · · : -_ 

��. 
·. 

- . 

_ 

· 
. . __ lar a pa5senger� A hundred . 

and fifty . · when he . eventuaHy flew- - on to Japan-· '··*� .. 
·.

- �-··· ... · 

. 
· - flights on · such days ! A hundred and he was held up there for two months·� . . · 

. �·-
. : .. . - - . · . · ·fifty tak��ffs, and that many good land- But he ca.tne out of this attack of . . - . -: . - :. . 
. 
.
.. . ' . . ings ! He CQVerdd every Stat_e rn the . . �r.d lUCk· briUiantly and . With another- : �· .. ; · .� . . 

· · : " : . . · ·  Union two or�'three times over and in · . "firse' in his bag. He was the first _ . . 
. :· · · . that exacting experience. -was bqilt tpe . · .. . ai.�.an. to_ tnalf� the dangeroos· not)sttlp·- . - .-

. � 
� _ 

skill and carefultress that ·made him --�o · flight �Y#��- ��� �cific Ocean from Japcin- . 
· , · popular with Am�ricart:. joy · riders_

. 
�hen1 - to Seat#�· .W�ashington. For· it he re- . : 

... · and .. has . enabled --liim. to become so. fa- ·eeiyeq. a ,:.pr.ize --Qf twenty-five t�ousand .
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• to-day . . 

· . Twenty-t�r� men had . ·aJrea.<Jy.· Iost their-· . . .. ·. :  · ... · 
· ·· lives in trying to make- that 'tligij� .. , : . -.. 

··' .. · .
- . PANGBORN. soon began to. ·do" out�· His next v�ture eame 'in. P�et:nber, . · .· · . . : 
standing · things. 1932, when · he combined aerooautics · , · · 

. . 
· He was the first man to make the and economies in the . ope�ng of an - ·. --

change from a . speeding automobile �o · overnight air service oetween New York . . . · · · . an· airpl�n�.
· · Symbolic, tha:t:. a: walk to .- and Los .Angeles. . . � . : 

· th.e runni� .. bfJar:d; a ride in the car,> · Wlien he heard of tlie _Centet1a�y Air . ·� · 
then a --aart . through s�ce . it�lf in a Race from London to Australia, with a · . . 
plane. --- . 

, ·prize of ten. · thous�nd ·pouii!ls, ' he w� 
, _ ·; He was the :se�ond wing-walker. The the ' first man t�- enter.. After _his . flight . · -. � . . 

n1an wh� · wa5_· first, Locklear; is now atoond the world;. a little hop fro� E�g- : _ · .. � '  
:····< .  . : • -- dead� · · , . : - ·: . · 

. 
· . . - . . - �an4 to A�.stra1ia seemed �nly- a tri·tk,;· 

.
. - . . 

. . ·. . . 
. 

. . He was the first man _to use · upside� Life was looking very good .. indeed -to . �- . .. , . ·• 
• . 

. ;c • .  
�own flying as a speci�lty ... At one time . him

. those .. days . 
- and then his backers . :· ·_ . �-

. · 
�- :.. . . · he ·was known as .. HUpside-down" Pang-

.. _- - ba�ked down, and left hi� gTmnide<l. . -_.- ·: - -
. 

· 

·
. . -· _ · horn. 

· 

-

.·- . 
_ � PangbOrn do'es not care much for -the. '.: - . · .. 

··�-.��:�· . · · In l929 1te set · a record of- ·nirie ·d ays ground any more, to .judge ·by his rec�,·- _-. :: : .Et-��;,: :··· · · - .·. · . . f or stistahie<t· · flight in· an open ship. ord ! ... 
· 

� · · · · · . � < · _ · · ·. :� · · : 
.· .·::��-�i:�; · . . · · · ... ·}!�· �e�s. to li�e to go up and stay up·! · · l-Ie was· not a:·. man lo � · forgotte�, , . .  ;./ .�··� · . --- .· . , . 8 B 8 . .· . 

� ., �· """:\ • '" • : • I ._ 
•- • • 

" � \ .· . __ . .. - .- ..  .· --- :i - • ·. _ . 
. 

_
,_ - .. . -. -- ... • .... ..... 

- - -- -

+ 
-I • 

..,· .... : ..•"' • • ./' 
• 

-. • •••• • ,-�.�·.·· : ... 
··-:.· �� . .... �· .• -�-· .... . . :-.. .... ... - . 

._ 
- - - - . - . . -· - .. . •-'·• � .... .. ... .... . ,. .· - -· 

_: ..  ... - - ""- �. _.;, f-4-c.�• • • .. . ;;;.. • .
• . - . . • • • • - -. ... .... - - . ._.. . .. - ·•·• ' . . •.. ·_ ·._. , . ._ ·  .. . c�.- .. .. ... . .. . . . 

• 

• . -��.\.... ....... . , .... _ c - • • • . • • • < . - .. .-. . .... . . . 
. 

. -
.. . . 

- � ....... .. f .. ·-: ••• -
. . - -�... . ... . .. • • . . - -.. · ... ' . .... 'r� • ... -· .. - -.. • • - - • - '· - : � •• ,(" • • . -. .:.:._� \. .,.. 

... . -. ·- ···- - . ·- . .. . . - . . - - .. . ., •-, ..... -. ;. .- .·: ' \,. .
. ·

- .- .- - - .. ... . •  .... · . . . ' '·' .·_ - - � .  . _ ... . . . . ..  . 

.. •· :: §'•;.-::.:.:·_-.. �;·.-�·�·· . . . . . .. . . . . . - - . 
: : . . . . . . . 
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. 
BILL. -BARNES - -_ __ ,- - . 

. . . . ·. .. 
. .:,.....:_ .:·.: . . · ·· .;;;:;..;;"':....· ·-.;..· . �- ·-----------------------------------· -· -· .....-. ·. . · . . . . .. . ,. . . . . : . . . ·. •' �... ··.- . . · · . •. . . . .. . . . . . 

- . . . . -�;. . '·- : ' . .. . ' .. · ·  .. . · : . .  .- .· : . 
, ·:': . ho�ever . . •· His old friend of ten years, HIS p�t pla.us include a nonstop · . H . ·_: __ \ - �  · • Colonel ROSCQe· · Turner,_ had --� ship . in flight around-the· worldt ·re.-fueling in th� . · · 

· � · ·  . . ,
._ - - .the · race, and off�red-- PangQorit a plac� · · air.- · · �l-!e inte�ds to start from · Sa� Di- . 

:. - :· ··: : _ . in. it. He snapped- _at· the . �al)Ce, �nd ego; CaJi fo_mia, refuel- .over New Yor�, 
>�=�� ._ · _ _.l>ecame - -ca-p�lot' ·and n�Vi-gator. _ · the· . M�$�pw, - .. and: _Cbeeta, . in _ _ Ea?t�:n . S1-_ · . _ 
> �- -.·.����: whole : world :knows, hi:nv·- briJliantly they' . .  -ber:r·a,· '�nd inake· the whole tr1p·· 1n one · 

-- · :��· �- - �·· _- - -�perfo-rmed tO. · c�me_ i-n thl:rd: .. . Every hun�-r�d aJ\d: te� - ho_u��· · . 
. -- _· · .. - -_ pbtne -iti_ that .f.ae� 'got lost at - 'least 'Of:)�� . . How h� -�ike.s· "to get up .in · the · .air-_·_ .. _ _,_ · ·and wa.S _ . . forced �own ·to --ascertain i:ts .- -and �tay th-ere- ! : · . .  · · 

_ · , . . ·- : - - positi()n· ; bu�, although : _·Pangbor�· was,. 
· ·  The erinourtcement

. · nf-
. 

the- great . 
. · . . : . lost . twice in the air, he found his destin-:- · . AmeriCan Air ber.by m;ly £Qrce him to 

.·.· .· . •
. ·•  · .. · : ation each time . Wi tho tit la_tlding. . : . . , postp<>tle' �thiS fli_�ht for a �{:ar, hOWever, 

.-. .  · . . · There· are only_ two - men 'tn -t�e-,wo�Id- .. for . :)1e- is- .not one. :wlvJ- coul.d ·st�y out 
. . ··• 

.
.. ··.··• who have spent tnore hou.rs }n . the' ,a:ii 

· 
, Q1 Sucl:i <l, race. . It . wHI Qe ' everf hit 

_ · . .. · ·. : · �han h� .. -.. E. ��milton·· · L�e: ·an_d · Jack :�-- d16ic.ult and dang��ous �:a.s the - A us� . · · : . . Knig.ht�' both· of .thj�� country.. He �s. � .t_ralian· Derby,_ and about · ten thousand · 
· ·. -. . · ·. _

. : fritt�een thousa·n4 flying · ·ho�rs to his· '_ ,hi:tes · longer. Al�ea�y-, ·approxima�ely · · . . . . 
'
. . credit ! • . . � - - - . tw·o. 'hundred . thou·sand ·dollars has · �en .. •.. . · ·· · . · . . . This fig�r� is a _littl� be�nd i�ina� · otre� i'n prizes. · tt.re sfart iS· ¢,q:>ected 

: ·. -.. . . . non . . .It nug� be- better digested _ 1-� �- to . -.be: ·rilad�· -�a.t ; ·WasJiington, D. _ .C-. ,  on. 
_ - ·_ . · · this �ay :  averaged up, :he�" :�� .�1 in :- October- .-$th 'next, a:nd. the. �O#fs� -t�� t�ke - · · . 

. : ,  : the _ air eigh( hootS-. every ·_ -�y, seven: -- the:" 1liers,� south
-. tb -_Buenos- .Ajres,: acrqs·s . . · . · . · :_days e·v�fY week!. -� f-g��o- ��ks _-evety - . 'th�- Arid�s>�t:� t:be Wes�. Coa$�., ·north to · 

: <- . : year, for altnos.t fiv�· - ��id ·years .. _ For_ "F�a�a,. up. ihrO.ug}� · - M,��1e{l .
. 
!O_ Cali .. · 

.. :-. . . _ · · . _five years out of- the . .  seventeen h� has _. 
· - fornia --:and :. then·· east· - �ro�- the- con·· . . . . 

. . ... ' ' . - . . . .. .. . ..... . 
.·· .•• ·. · · .  lJe<?n flying ! . · . .

· . _ • · . . · .. .. tin�nt todini� at W aSl:PngtoQ. . ·. • . .. · . : . . _ . ·: . _ · �� ext�rdtnary · _ total - and even . � . 
_ 1- f . � 

. 
th ·� · . ·. · a th·or·· �u-Nh .A--1"'-r Ad-· - . - · ·:0,. • - . •  - • --. • • . • - • • ever.- . ere was . . _ v . 5.x� .n _ _  

. -. . · · . 
_ . st er&.:.1 e gr amoun o . s .u.n � . _ g ·.. ._, . - . .. . .. , . _ . . __ _ 

· .,_ · · _ .. -·he.· · · �: ""'�- d · · - - · . · · � · - . , . �- - . . · 
· M�bets> of our own � Att . AdvetitUr.. . . - . �� one. . .. . . _ . . . . . · · · • .. · • . Pangborn is· the only � who :.�; ', ��s : dub �ill f�w his. � �i�s with 

· · · ·. · : ever; made -llQtls-top .'flights DV_� -�li the-: 
_ 

. · great. - intet�t,. �d; �o:f. �?t1rse, - we -all 
- ·: · · · · · · . _---Atlantic and. Pacific Oceaiis ! . -

-
.

. 
c :· : -·1ri m  bill) the ·be$t of lucl< 1. · -
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. by . FRANK TINSLEY 
-

·-
· . 

-
' .· HE cover painting· · this month -� large enough _to seat ·the pilot and ob- . � . 

was <lone from a _press photo .server with rOom between the cockpits -
showiQ.g a group · of French · for the gas tank. The -�ilot's office . is 

naval seaplanes. The unusual design of placed just forward of _ the leading edge 
one of the ships in the ba�kground in- �of the wing -with exce.llent visibility ijl 
teres ted me very much and J commence<;} . .  -� 11 directions �ut down. .. Th,e· gunner is 
a seatch to _ discover its identity and de- in the rear end of the nacelle. \yhere -he 
tails of construction. My quest proved h?-5 an almost perfect field of fire for 
to be a vain one, for although I went . his Lewis guns. . 
thro�gh all th� year books and French . The landing gear of this interesting , . 
aviation maga .. �ines with the proverbial . s�aplane consi�ts- of double pont<X;>ns 
fine-tooth comb, th�e was .-.not a . single · �c.�nnected 'With- the body o£ the ship by . . 

. photo or referen�e . to be
. 

found on the : two $ets of stout N -struts. The floats 
subject of thi�. triysterious ship. Being are separated by streamlined spreaders 
ignorant of even the name and designa- and a pair of incli�ed struts spring out
tion of the subj.ect of my painting, I -ward on each side to brace. the wings. 
was forced to go back 'to ��e ·original 1;he rear end-s - of  the pontoons continue 
tiny press snapshot � for  a ca�eful study ·backward in ;;t :graceful curve to form 
of the unusual features that make this .the twin . vertical surfaces of the em-

- .. . 

, seaplane design_ such an inter�sting one. pennage. The stabilizer has ·been placed 
The ship, a · twin-pontoon naval ob- at a height where it forms the smallest 

servation type, is evidently one of the possible impedirp�nt to the rear gunner. · 
new designs that the French a.ir- ministry · There's what the photo tells us about 
is being so secretive about. It is an this new ·plane that the French think , · 
externally braced monoplane powe�ed . they are keeping so secret. She lQoks · . 
with an air-cooled radial engine, prob- - fast, clean and highly maneuverable, a . .  

-
ably a Gnome-rhone "Mistral'' · sturdy, well-braced ship that has the . ·• 

·. 

' 

. .. The moto�, tovered by an N. A. C. A.- look of  a fighter. Where is that guy . . . . . 
type cowling, is mounted in the forward who said that the French air forces are+ . . 
end of a streamlined nacelle'

. 
that is just equipped with ancient, obsolete .crates ? · 

' 

• . . 
• 

• 

. . 
�. . - . . -. . - . 
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Bill Barnes has eel the Eaglet .. 
ancl the new one is a big improvement 

by F NK TINSLEY 
T WAS the voice of Tot;ly Lamport 

on the _ wire, calling from Barnes 
Field that sent me scurrying out to 

the world- famous American aviator's 
· · private airport. And besides, it was a 

beautiful · $pring . morning. Far . too 
beauti ful, I · thought grimly, for me to 
waste time indoors at an easel. · 

Through ·my .big studio windows over
.looking the East - River I could see great 
masses of fleecy-white clouds sailing 
majestically across a sky that was more 
transparently blue than any sky I could 
ever hope to put on canvas. So -you can 
see I rwas more than willing to lay aside 
my· . smeared palette . and · brushes and 
climb into my car for a quick rush out 
to the field. -

I thought of '"' Sandy" _ Sanders as I 
drove along. How happy and excited . 

· he must be ! To-day Sandy was 't o make 
the first test hop in his own beloved and 

......_ . 
reborn Eaglet. I _ remembered how, 
several weeks before, the cocky little 
kid pilot of the Barnes gang had almost 
wept as we stood in t�e big construction 
hangar and watched the mechanics strip 
off . the shining skin and begin to tear 
apart the very bones of Sandy's beloved 
ship. Even Bill Barnes' elaborate plans 
for a new and improved-· Eaglet were 
forgotten as ·sandy saw his own little 
fighter literally ripped to pieces before 
his eye�. . 

Bill and I had left him standing alone, 
.. 

• 

clenched fists buried deep in the ·pockets 
of his oil-stained coveralls. 

· 

Miserable ! 
Bill and I had made our way to the boss 

· · pilof s office in the east wing of the 
· administration building. There, Bill 

Barnes had told me of his · ambitious 
plans for a new Eaglet. I knew, of 
co1:1r.se,_ that the famous little ship had 
been equipped with one of the new Twin 
Wasp air-cooled radial motors only a 
month or so before� Naturally, I was 
curious as to why she was being re· 
designed again and why so soon ! 

For several excellent reasons, Bill 
Barnes had told me. First of all the 
new motor. . It was a swell grinder· in 
itself but the mechanics had already 
noticed th�t · in spite of the fact that 
the Eaglet had .been beefed up to take 
the added power, nevertheless, the tre
�endous pull and vibration of the 800 
or so horses seemed to be . racking the 
tiny ship's frame to a dangerous degree. 
Bill Ba�nes had thought ·so� too. 

After carefully observing her per
·formance in the air he had come to the 
conclusion that the gallant little ship was 

·<langerously overpowered for her weight. 
He ·felt, Bill had confided to me vvith 

_ 

an embarrassed grin, an -almost fatherly 
responsibility tDward Sandy. · And he 
would he hanged if  he'd ever let the kid 
take any unnecessary risks ! Bad 
enough, Bill had pointed out ruefully 
to ·me, to he dragging the youngster .aU · 

•• 

.. 
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·. . - . . -.. . . . .:. . .. . . . . .. . . . . : . . . . . .... --. . . . ·.. ... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 

. . . . '. . ' . . . . .. -. ·. . . . : . . . . . .. . ; .. . . . .· .. . . . . 
-_ · · .. ·:: ,:·, t;:.·/ _:/. -. . :< '�'Y��:?arJi�-ly:�;-��ol1s .tQ_ g�t ·•h9l<t- o� .-

· . · - _My . body· -�tef.led with: - inSt:irictiv� -: .· : :- ----:.: . . · . .  ·. �- :·--=t�:-�-::·:�� ' - ';.tnes.� 'pfani. f� a.�persnnal ·reason.· · When : . strain . . - as :� niy' . eyes' . . fixed tbernsclv�s- . _ -. . '. - .-7�: . . • •  . • • 

_ _ -'�:::/:�;:.. �� .. .:-·= � �t. :Ofiginal · ·pJ�ns _ _ were p�blish.ed �in th�e , - hypnotically-on tha.t Jalli�g-�bi�d:!_ . Sandy/ -• : · . . -_ .. ><;_. -- . 
: -- . · } _ :·��-Y :.:: ---���">:: 19?� ... -issue of  · ·Bi�l Barn�- ,

. of_.�course ,f Wito else- .b�f - Sindy·?- - - In: . . _- _:· _ _ _ - - .·._ ·: 
:·;i{���::·��-r ::::.-_ ·-_:.� . .  -14�azihe, . the ··me�stir.ements. of a totallY · . the: vfry ini<;lst ·o f.·-t� rni>.st ner-Ve�raC.king- _ :: .· : _ _ _ :. : . ·:· _ · .· . . :·::--/�: :�:-:� - ·: - --\�-�: <H·ff�r�� shiP- · w�_re : printed, - by ·err9t. _ :-. -of an· airc�9:�r tests+ -.a_. _.J}o-wer �ive. -with .· -_ � _

. · :_ ··.:- .-_ 
. ;>;.;�:-,�/ __ - -;:_ ,;:-··: l\.p.y, it-·��.ute -put ·me -OJ!_ �the r.eceivjt)g---en�,_ · _- t!t�- _- engine·. Jull - --on -!. - _ A - ·consciously -__ : -- _ - : ·- -. :·- . 
· �,�<�.-. _-:�, -�·:<�oJ s!itne _ taH kidding ft"Qm -�the •goo(!- . ' directe.d<dive:. ·to _de� ermine the te-tn1i�l · . · •. · - · -.--· · . 
· '::: \� :�-. _ · : ; __ :tiflt�red ga�g- out �t Ba.rn�s- Fi��d« _ . . . , . .. - . . _ - veiacity :·of tne _11�:W -E agl-et;-' t<l ·determiri.�_- . •.·. : . . · :  _. · : 
::� �: :·_· ::: .. _:� <_.><� ·:, -1\nd_-_t.batr.s· ·not; even· to .mention _a· :reani · . :_· and - · _._this· · wa$. - m9re. - _ ��port-antq· :�.: - . ·  ·: :_ · . ·. · ·: . . -

· :·_:;� - ·:-. .  - .--.. �·- . �:�f-· lette.rs_ ifia� g.tme·· in ·.from- _you mci.dcl- -- whethe�: .or -not·- the : -·wings ._o-f the- 'litfle · _-:. · · - - _: :  . _  .. 
- - . ::::· .:·: · :· :� . ;bJlilding .·fans· who wer�_ .. quick to deteet . . craft were �trq.ng . enottgh to . stand. ' the _ · . ··. -- . · .. : . -. : �-:( ::··\· -_· _ that --_s@le-- printer's. error< i�?- m·aking .u p  - �nomiou_s · . punishment . .- of _ . that . higll : ._ - . - : :� . .- : 

_ : . �_\:·�;-:- �:-�. �-1he- t!tagazin� . . - -So you tan :ea.sily:·Wlder� · velqeity.:�: · · · · - .. · . - - · . �- .. · ·.· . . · 

-_._ -_- � · . : · • · :-: > _�:·.·_- :;::: -� � �n.rl:_ ·w�y- . the thought · o'f. g�t1ng . the. · - _: · . · ·_The: �-gl�t�s no�e-· .�· .now poi�tfng _ - - -· .  � . :·· · :· :.�_ :._ : · -- . 'nie$.5: -. . that . ;bad .· ··been _· -wi�hed . {)n . me · ... $tfaight . d{>� at . the. neat white circle . .. 
. 

. . - . . 
- _ ,�r :·�: , :�2 .. '-;_ ·. :·.$ttaig#.�en�d out�y.! _: '-it - made me so:.·.: ·. �, the· very -.center of Bill . Bar-t.l�s/ flying, �· - _ ·• - - - �

· ·
. 

;- - --� ?:_ �·-.:.: · · -happy _ I was �irtging a �p_ring :sotyg �·-' _- � ��l9� _ San_d"y, -.r: �h.Qught- daz_edly,: �t.ls_t . • · . _ __ · _: : _ :· _ 
- .·::= : : . '  -: · _:- - .- -���-�-� - way_ . o�t� to , �p� airport'_· .o·n �t . he �taQd,irig ·ool.t upright on : th.e rUdde� : _-_- . .- . _ .· -�� - : • •

• 

u : _ : .g()rgeou.s 4ay I've ge�n teUhig· you_ about, -- · . bar� _ wit:b _a_. ship - at s�oh.- a . ·st�p . an.gl�� _ · .: · . . · · <- : _  -· :.:�·:·-�'-� - -� :·· .. · - ·:�·wn¢n -Tony.' __ �Port called me up.· apd ·. · _The speed. · :.w�s · p.r9digi_ou��· · . He· · _m_ust · · .. . . . · : . . · -
- - -·2- . -- - ··:_ - whis�ted the �1�gic. word ; ''Tesf !�-' � · _ 

-. �- doing· at_ l�t '400 Wiles an h�ur, ' · . : . .  · . . • .. •·· . � r ->-:: . - - :_· _ _ _ : : · _ ·�· _- : ._ . . . : - - :_ · _ · . - · .. -. _ -- . . .  - · - .-. �- : · ·_· - I :- caugbt·: .·my :- breatJ!-- .�harply·. : - 'The ·_.
- .- · 

--�.:-:·-�; �7"-�. : _ _  . -;_� -_. .so . -ther:e . t. --w�,::tutning tb¢: battered._ plane - _was beg.iniiit1g�. to-: · �trai_ght� . o�t .. . ·_ 
.
. -

�
-
- � .  · . · : _ _ -�--:�::,:··. ·_ ---:. · --.sc��z.zte · �f--__ q.ty · t>.:ld ,�rate: d<>.wn·.L.eland� . ·Her�� _rt,ow, .w9S .the :test !.. · Sl<>w{y- . . _.oh, · _ _. · · ·. · : · ·  

. _ : · .:i:� -- -::' 
.

. :· . . .  · . : _:Lane .. �::_ As."we :ritmhled U()\Vl:l 'towa-rd �he- -: . S�: slowly"·: :t�: n_ose·· fought: _to :come .up� . .: : ' . . . ·-· .. 
-:.- · 

: - �--:_-·. ; : · <-: :·· · �ide·":-gaJe -my . �rs :¢�ke9;; up: : th:e rich · _ J.Ijgb�!< an.d· . . higheor -it ·rose · while � the . - , : -;· 
···. 

. . ·. __ ··-; : . . ' · : . . - .: .. huth:··��f.- . a ���rfu� ·: �otor�: ' . . r. · slowed: . - . : �.�ftkd · gate --"�ore · : and.· �tjti_ek� . a.t · ·the .• . ·_ . . . · <': - : · · - .  � ·- -
• - .. -·_ :�---- _tt,lY.' ear -.:dow-n and >sqUiqted ·-at the. -�·stgr · , ��t - . Qr.acing st.rut� . .-- · � N &w the ·· tiny: _ - · . >: · :.-: _ 

- . · � : :-).: -� _- : :--_ � ���: a.:: · :S�� of -the_ ship. - At. last, peer.ing:. . s�p .. was·_.al�ost _level a:nd _ . wh(){)sh� -}ik� . .
. - �  _ _ ·· . . 

. · ;:<-�_:�>;· · -�
-- · _: .past: :my� . th�mb, l l�ted\ the · plane . ·� · wei�t liJt�<i · from_ my· heart :! - _ r· �ea- · . ·:· · . _ - · 

< • -<� ,:· _:, . >:, .

. among:·: the· thi·n., w�d-.b1own_ tendrils 'of lizeq . that S�;ndy hid done .. it ! }3:e . had . - -_ - · _ _ - ,
. 

�.-.: :.: .. ;.,··- : : . :· - - a belt : of· �clouds abQ.ut .J�JX>O ��ef J.tp. · pulfed -�be Eaglet. <>t1t .Qf · · that : t�mfic _- . _ :- � - -
; �::l::·-... . -� 

. . The: ·ship . itself . was alrpp�f · i�yisible ana . 
'di:v.e· afi:d ·,\.V�S sa!�� : ' . . -"; · . . 

' _- . _· . ; 

.

. 
· :·_· . �- · . · _ _ - ·only :-�_af! :�taS.iOt1a:J .-fla$� Of S.U��tght, · �y sweating·:pa_lms <Jr()pped ft.om the 

_
_ - , -_ _ . . _: ,�- _ - ---- � � ·:: _ _ . rea-�e.d .. fro�- th.e·' · metit SUI?Jaee- ·of .a steering- wheel -of my a!J and I relaxed· . -

-� - �· . - � · . : . .  
;: ,;_.·,- _ · . : •• b�nked wiflg,-.. _ enabled _:- �e - to. �p<?t h�r . Jn my: s�at, ·weakly cursi�g that k_id -pilqf . • . . . . .. . .  _ : . . . �: .. ::·; �.<_. : � 

-at <a;It! _ :_ , -::' 
.. · . · .. ·· . . _: _ - · ·. . . _- · · · - o f  tfte- -�arne$.- gang� fof ��-t--�re· .�e _4ad : - · :· : - : 

_ :_ ·_.- - · · . : . . Giving �the :.wtael o� :my-ear � twist, - :I - _ given. me . . : By the tim.e· J.· -�_g-- �btfeC.t:e.d·--: . - _  - -.. -
:_ ·_>< .-: . _ · .drew in clo�e·Jo : the ·;side ·<!f-�· the · r�d to, _ _ ,

_
\mysel.£ - suffie.�entiy_ to ·:drive thr9ugh·. the · -_ �- _-- - . __ : . .  �L:.:>·: r:- . · · .w�t�h� - �  The shini�g s�k· in. the -air· , . ·side gate·· ·.Qf - tb�. auprirt, ··:the�_ t�iin _ little ·_ < . • _ 

. .  
-

. __ ' . : }::: · _:: ... : - �  --�- ._ha4 � d.is�p�a.red:- nlQmen�rily _behiri4_ -�� __ Eaglet: had Jef '9qwn:- he-r laitdi_ng_ . .  g�•- _- - . . . . 
··:t_ --:�-./�. - �:: _- "wisp�of clou4.; but t�e h�m ·of the .. motor' . . a�d "was. fi�h�tailirlgjn -for --�_ 1an9ing�_-, - . . · . _. .. - ; . · . . -. · :�:.���::· _ .. '_-'.-� �--��·- : :sounde<l �l�ie� ·t:q me�: · _ N(!w the ship · · $-he -rollid ·up as··. I reach�<! ,�he:��P�� . · . · '.- -

�

-

d ·· 
, - � � :;:, ·�i�') :-:- · - �  sjl�a11-g --- . suddenly ·. irit<)· · view �qg�n· .. _ ·· . . I ·ran---!�rward arid joiried. th�: ·rest of .tb,.e � . . · > ·  · · ·�: · _ - :; -�(\�-:� · - --·_-- ��-N:ear.e.t\: l(lrg_erJ_. ;The_ w�in-e _was. rapidly · . �g_ that immed��.ly� ·:sutroun-9-e4.· :h�t�-- . . . . _ · -_· .. -- -� -. _ _ . 
. . . '{��:.{:·::::>�.: _ _  dee�itt.g- ipto :.�-- roa.r JlS . the' ooq! hOr�es - . - As· Sa!!dy._ S�d�_rs elittibe4. slc;>_w-ly. :aut . . . . · . . : · · : � ; , :. 
;-_,::-.):.�:�_:·· . . · .)tf t�t bOOming · �a.Qial joined - forces · - -and · divest� ·him.selr of his 'ch_\Jte·:. �r.�_- - -. - �:_ ... . f:�i•---- · . '::-_<(<_·? ·�; --.· ... � �tJl tbe'';pull .of _.grnv�ty .· to -plu�-t th� . . nes�, . J got _my ·fi.rst. £1o�e·: .lo.ok·· at :this· · . .. · ��· - :·· _·{·:' . 

. � - :-::_�:u:�>��;_� -:s1�e - �p:l�e - earthward. : . - ·.· . •  �:- -. .· . 
. . new Eagl�t� . �' Wh# ·did -Sh_e . loqJ{. l:ik�1 ;.. :�::��-: ·.·: :-:::: �:-,-. . � .. .. . - . . . . - . . . . .· . .. . . . .. . _·:: . . . .  ·. . . . - .- . . - . -. . . . . . . . . . .. . . - . "' . - . - · -·· ·... .. ·- .. ··� . . · . .. : ··,: . . .. :.. · . . .  · .· . . . . · . . - . - . . . -. 

. ' . ··- .. .. . :.�: ·:·· .... . 
. . . .· . .. . .. . . . . .. . � . . ' '' . . . . ,.... . . 

�: . . . 
. . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . .. . .. . . . .� : 
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· -

- >:�:-.,;---. ?:_ . _ :-.-._· Well, in general appearartce she ·seemed 
'- -�:.�-::'�, �-- ·_; . :. · -* to be ·a - smaller edition of · Bill Barnes' 

• • .,._ I> • • _,_ ... • • 

<c :-_�:: · __ :· _: .:. personal pride, the Scarlet Stormer. 
_._
- ::; ::}::_�::,:,_.:�--:· :� .- - . 

·· Sat�e fuselage design. .. Same retract
..:·::::/_ 

. .. .  
;_. .-_:_: : , · . · - · able pontoon gear. The nose, however, 

. : <�> _' - ·.· · '-'. . was entirely different,- with its new type 
. ; .. �� � __ ;-:- .··' :· ·� .: · _ N. A. C. A. cowling that completely 
· �:�:�·. :::· _

_ 

· _ ;  . covered the big Twin Wasp r�dial 
-·. ... . .. .. . _- _ _ :>- _ · · tnotor. I noticed, also, that the same 

. _<� 
.. 

�:' _: - old Eaglet folding Gull \Vings had been 
-� '�- ·. _: . · .  _ retained in the new design ; as well as 

•. . . . 
_· ·. : .�-- >·- · . _ the .hook-on apparatus �or landing_ and 
_ _ ·.:._.- : ..- -� �:_ . · . , . taking off from the trapeze aboaro _the 
: - ·_. -�:._ . - , big· carrier transport. _Watching _ this 
· :: :· � .. -- · .-> . brand-new air �nfant I was quite · con� 

. : . vinced that she was a honey, - a lalJapa-... .. 
_ _  _. - . - · . looza · or anything you· \vant to say -.. : _ - _- · _· · · . · :  when you mean pretty darned · good ! 

_ .. : . __ -
-�- .- .. Cleaner and faster t�han the old Eaglet. 

• 

_::; -�-- ·- Huskier, too. : 
-- ·_, _ . _ · . Sandy seemed to think so, apparently. 
--. · ·- .- He \vas grinning from ear to ear with 

_ - · . ·  ._. . happiness and pride. Sn1irking like a 
. :::· • _ · . _: w.izened· little monkey as he bustled 

-:._·-��-�--- -- -� .. · · around, falling over his · own f�et fro
.
m - . . -· -- �-:

-_-.: : . .. -< . . . pure j oy ! ·Mechanics were now checJ<--_,_ .- :: · .. ·. irig .over every part· of the pl':ine in a 
_; . 

· · · . .. ca. ref ul and painstaktng search for any . . . 
_ . possible flaws resulting from a dive at -- such velocity. . . 

.• 
. 

..-

-. . 
I · shook the kid by the hand and con

gratulated .him on the svvell piloting job 
. he had just completed. S andy was still . -- . . -· . 

• • 4. • .. . stuttering with excite�ent. All he .. - " -. - .
. 

� 
� 

• - . - could mutter was : ((What a ship ! Huh ? . ·- " . . . � :� · : . .  ·_· _ .: · What a ship In I don't think the little . . .-
·. . 

. . . . . . . bozo even reco.gniz�d me. Usually, he's - . ' 
� ' . . a bit shy when I � kid ·him. But this -· · -�' · 

time ? Wild horses wouldn't have fazed . - ,' 

· 
· - ·:· ·

� . hitn to-day ! - ' 
. __ ·-- -._:.. · I could see that Bill Barnes, too, was . .. 

-

-

_ _..- : 
feeling pretty gooci. about the test. He . -:-. . . .. � : 
was almost garrulous as he strolled 

. :-· .· ·.�_-'·. , ,__, about, slappi11;g people on the back� join-
. ·-� ·_ � -- .. · · . ing boyi$hly in the · loud laughter of the . .· . . . -
· : .. 

-�-:.. - · - � 

· _crowd on the apron� T-here was almost 
,-�-� <-:·;�_ : __ , _ _ ;� . . . a Ja.irtt-_ note of hysteria in their jokes . .....;.,_· 

· -_ :::· <::"-·�· .:: ·_ ·, _ ·:: · _and:. no wo11der ! Suddenly I realized 
_> �-,

·
:�

-
>.': .' : . ·· ., · hov:. ·worried' and .nervous the whole < . . :x.-�··_: -/� ·. _: · Bar

.
nes . · . organization must . have been . . . - . . . . · - - � ·, 

-" .. ; : ' ' . . "' . -� .. . . . . . . . . . - ... -·- '· -. . . . . . - - • '; .. .• r- .• • • - -- .. ·: '• _:. I( ..... ";. .� .. - .. . . . 
.. . . . � .. .. ·- .. . . ' ... . �. .. ... . - . 

, • 0 t... . . 
- .· . . . .. · _o,:-·' :.�·-�.-:_._ -'\. . . ... ... .: .. ... .t' - -· - � . • . . 

'· 
--. 

f. 

.. 

: •• 

-
' ___ ..... .. . . . ; . . . ' . 

. � 

. - . . - .. - . 
- . . -

� . BILL .B A R N E S · · 
-
• 

' -

while the beloved kid pilot o f  the outfit . · · �,- · · 
was roaring down in that breath-taking . · ·:· : . 
power dive. At last 11artin, · the chief · · .·: ·'  • • • • 

meohanic, pushed his way throUgh the . :· . .. ' 
group around Bill and n1a9e . his so�er 
and low-toned report. Success so f�r. �· _ · . 
The new ship had stood this test re- · , .. 

markably well. N o  trace of undue : 
strain. No weakness-. 

• 

AND NO\V the E�glet was rea<ly for . .  · . 
the balance of her tests. Sandy was· 

· - buckling on his double parachutes when · · 
Bill approached the youngster. -. .. . 

"How do you feel, kid ?" he asked .. .. . ' ··-
gruffly. . . . . · .  . . . , . . 

Sandy grinned. · "I'm all rig.ht now, 
Bill," he replied. "But gosh all grand- .- . . . 
mother ! when I started to pull back on 
that stick it surely · felt as though �y 
bra-ins and everything else above the 
waist were going to end tip in the seat 
of n1y paJ.?.ts." 

-

_ 
Barnes' face remained serious. "Cut . 

the comedy," he said bluntly.. "Did your · ·. _ . 

sight black out when you pulled o�t of . . . · :_�_-_ .... . :_ 
that dive ?" 

,. · 
, .. 

The kid nodded. "A l ittle bit,'' he _ · -: :  ·:. 
'• · confessed. "You see, I was going . down . 

· · 

the chute pretty fast. The accelerometer · 
read 418  m. p.  h. at terminal velocity." 

• • 

Bill Barnes whistled softly. "That's • 

even more than I figured she'd do," he 
adn1itted. "I '11 tell you what : I w3:nt -- -

·you to do five hard pull-outs, starting · - . ·. 
at one G. and jumping two at a tin1e ' . . . 
until you finish at the nine G's required · . .  · · ; ·.·.- ,  

. by army · and navy specifications. And · . 
remember what I told y�u- this morning, .

·
.

' . 
Sandy. Keep s·v;allowing as you come 
do,vn · to equalize the air pressure on 
your eardrums. Pull out hard as soon 
as you reach velocity and holler at the 

. 
- ·, --. 

. top of your lungs \vhen you. do." _ · .··.-. . -· .  . 

Bill Barnes turned away with a wor- · __ : -
' -->": 

. •, . . ...... 
ried look that he tried in vain to . .  : ·:_ · . 
conceal. Sandy climbed into his tiny· : ·_-._._- _ :---�:< ' . -cockpit and, almost before I realize·<:I_ -it, _-. _.: . · -: ::�.� _ '·:·-: 
was jazzing the Eaglet down th.e runw_ay. ·· . ·:.·-.:.,::.;r-.. :. -

1 stood by the dispatcher's booth an<;{_ . . �:�_;_' · 
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· watched those magnificent and breath
taking dives. I'm sure 'that every man 

• . in that crowd on the ground - was sweat
ing blood each time the kid came roaring 

- - down the slide. · I know I did. · Y owsuh� 
and I'm not kidding ! 

After the - fourth successive trial, the 
grease monkeys gave the little ship a 
last going-over and slim young Sandy . 
Sanders took her off again for the. final 
test. 
. · The Eaglet carpe roaring earthward 
from an 18,000-foot elevation in a verti-. . . 
cal _ power dive that squeezed every 
ounce of speed o�t of the gallant ship. 
Then Sandy horsed back on the stick 
with both hands clenched together and · . 
did a pull-out that almost wrapped the 
little crate around its own tail surfaces. 

A g·roan went up from all of us as the 
pla�e snapped sharply around like a chip 
in ·,a. ·

. hurricane. Then wheeeew! a 
low sigh o.f profound relief. The plane 
had leveled. off safely and was circling 
the field. All over · and nobody hurt ! 

When the Eaglet rolled to a halt, \Ve 
. -all marched . up one by - one and 

50lemnly · shook t�e kid's dirty hand. 
Ana don't you think for a minute that 
be · didn\ have this tribute coming to 
him !. Holy cats and goldfish, what a 
dive ! · 

Afterwards, Bill Barnes, the famous 
American ace touched me on the arn1 .. 

· -and we slipped away from the party and 

. ' 

.. 

• 

. . 

. ""� . .. . · - • • • •  t 

BILL BARNES 

made our way to the secret study be· 
neath BUt's · private office. · There- we 
went over the plans of the new ·and 
gloriously successful Eaglet ; and Bill 
Barnes gave me all · th_e .. details of her 
construction. You can see. it for your
self in the plans I have drawn. · 

And here's a little son1ething to whet 
your appetites, fans ! Bill expects to have 
the alterations on the fuselage of . the 
transport ship completed in about two 
or t�hree. weeks. And he .told me to 
promise you faithful readers that the 
new plans of the famous big carrier· will 
be in the very next issue of Bill Barnes 
Magazine. 

Looking back _over this arti�le, I 
realize that I have written a lot more . . 
about Sandy Sanders than I have about 
his -new tailor-made Eaglet. Sandy 

·. 
won't like that r But I feel sure that . 
you readers will all agree with me that 
no matter how per_fect a plane may be, 
it can never he any better than the man 
in it. Am I right ? . 

At any rate, there's no doubt in my 
mind or .in yo_urs either, I'll bet that 
Sandy Sanders is  a rare and . plucky 
little soul. A kid who

. 
transforms the 

Eaglet into the living wings of youth. 
Wings that can never droop so long as 
there are kids like Sandy. Wings that 
will roam forever the clean hlue skies 
of high adventure ! 

A toast to Sandy, folks ! 

' 

.... 

' . 

. . . . . 

• 

... . ·�. 

' 

. . ·. . ' 

. � 

. ·-- · t-· # • •  



. --

. . . . . 
. . . 

. .. . .. . . . '· .· . . . . .. . 
.. . . . 

• 

• 

• 
" 

There is a future for women 

in the shyways a big one 

\.. 

S. there a future for women in avia-
• 

tion.? . Yes, a tremendous one ! 
There are two names that imme

diately come to mind Amelia Earhart 
and Ruth Nichols. They have done 
wonders and have helped greatly to put 

. American aviation in its present place. 
Just a year ago, one. of the largest 

Eastern colleges granted the degree of 
Aeronautical Engineer to a young 
woman the first of her sex to be so 
honored. 

On the last day of 1934, Helen Richey · 
landed at Detroit completing a flight 
from Washington on which she acted 
as co-pilot the first woman in America 
to be given an active pilot's rating on a 
regular passenger and mail run. 

These are the jobs that command the 
headlines, but there is another place that 
demands as much and where woman is 
supreme the stewardess. She is a reg
ular member of the flying personnel of 
many air lines ancl is the direct contact 
between the comp�ny and the passengers. 

The United Air Lines started employ
irtg stewardesses in 1930 and the move 
was an instantaneous success. At that 
time there was still a newness about air 
travel and the comp�ny felt that traffic 
woul9 increase if they could demonstrate 
the comparative safety of the air. Sta
tistics were available but not inany peo .. 

. . 

- - -

. 
.. 

·: 

pie were interested in figures. Sotn�
body thought of the psychological effect 
that stewardesses w{)uld have, and there 
began a new story. · 

Men felt that if  these girls could do 
all that flying, the air certainly must be 
safe. Women passengers also felt tnore 
confident with another woman on hand. 

T·he first requirement was that the girl 
must be a graduate, registered nurse. 
This qualification was imposed, not be
cause passengers would require a nurse 
in her professional capacity, but rather 
l)ecause of her training. She has been 
schooled to obey orders and to serve the 
public. She knows how to meet .people 
and be pleasant to them and that is very 
itnportant when she is the representative 
of a large company. 

The stewardess must be young, She 
can't be over 5 feet 4 inches tall nor 
weigh 1nore than 120 pounds. This 
weight requisite is important ·because 
poundage means so much more in an 
·airplane than it does on the ground. -She 
must not be over twenty-five years of 
age there is a certain zest to youth that 
is contagious and makes a trip so _much 

• 
• 

• more tnteresttng. 
She must have tact and intelligence. 

She is the hostess and in charge of the 
· cabin. She enters into conversation with 

. .... 
. · 

.,. 

•. 
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. __ . �  · . . . . ::' ' . . . . . . . . .. --- . ' . . .. . .-.. . . . -. . .·· .· - - .. . . �  . � ' -

� . -·- . ... . . - .. - - .. . .. ... . . . · ·· -= .. �· . -
.. - .. _ · - · .. " 

. .. .. . . 
. .. ·-�:- :· .: · ·· �-- -�:·_ .  · . , · . A stewardess is really � combination �- . ·· . · -- . :�:; :. ::- -·�·. - ronductor,- ship stew�rd, hostess, en�er-· 

.
.

. 
· 

.
.

. ' . . ' . . .. . _ · �· . . . tainer, information bureau, . and mes- . . • . _ . -. .  
' '

• . . ··:· . . ":-:-: ' . . . - -. .. �.·:·.�:-
-
:�-:·�_<<- .·��:� senger boy. Be. fore the passengers board · :· · ' · 

·: ;  ·--�:. ·
·: . ... �>:." ·;· : : ·- } · · . · the ship, the stewardess has to inspect<: >: · .::, 

. , <· ... - :· __ "
. ; �  · : _ _ ./ -" · . it and see .. that everything is . clea� and. in : . _ _" -�- :�_ 

� ·. ��-- : · ·* · _· . order, and that supplies are · on board. ·. · _ -. .  :" · 

. . .
. 
- _ _. _ :: . · � 

· They carry sand vviches, soup, coffee, ice... - · = _;. 
· .. · .:· ··. 

.. .. . · ·. cream and other foods. The hot th�ngs · · : _ _ :: ·_ :  · - · . 
· : :_ 

-��- .. · · 
.
_; · · · · ·'·

.. 
: .  ·- . . a.re pack.ed . in. · thermos jugs.' . . 

· · .- · · : ,:.: .c 
.- . ·· -; .. • .. . �- · · � 

· -When the. flas�engers come aboard, the· · · · ·: · · .. · 
· ·-::�.· :_:Jt:· . :-

�
the passeng�rs and has to know what · st�wardess � t!l��ts them, · m_akes them .· ·· · 

_ 

. · -· . they are talking about. . · oomfo:table�· dtsposes of �hetr baggage, · . . 
::.� .. � , 

.. :. · · .. The last 
. . requirement was that stew- · . ��d gtves ou� newspaper� and maga:- . . · - . . · :.:.l ardess . must not be married. Her job.

. -��nes ·Or set� .U� a table . rf . they wa_nt . .
. · .·

· . 

: .· .�::_: .
. . takes her away. from home· ·much' of the 

. to work. Th� -biggest t(tS:k. lS to ma:ke · ... -
· . ; · . .·.: ·. tune and there must he no distroctions . "first fiighters" feel at ease. . 

. 
- _ to take he� mind from her work. . . The �rson v.rho has never made.- a · 

Let's meet
�- s-ome

. 
of the stewardesses. fJight befo�e i� ea�y to .spot� .. He . either . . . · _· 

. . .  · .. ·. ·. � . · · Mary Kelly is �rish, 22· years ·old, pretty, .: looks nervous
_ 

or �s _trytng· mtghty hard_ · 
.. . : ..

... . · . 'a eurly-hair� bloflde, intelligent; 5. feet . 
·.��t . �0 look 

-
��rv:ous. . Wb. �� the plane . . 

· , 
· . · . _." 2� inches tallJ · weighs 105 : pounds, is a �- -�t:_ts tnto t�e �tr, th� look usually c�anges . _ 

:g()()d� mixer, unmarried. - . . · to one of dtsappo1ntn1ent . . T .. hat s be- � 
. . 

... 

· 

. . 
. - . . 

. 
. _ �cause he. ex�ted.. to be ·thrilled and . · · -

.· 
. •  . She 

�
thoroughly enJoys her work. Sh: there are no thrills in riding 'a big, en� 

. _has . met a gr�t ma.n
_y 1�J?.Ortan� ��Ie ' - close:q .cabin . plane. . 

- · .:_ , . bust:n�ss . . men, m_e.yte s�r; .. . celebrttleS, When;'' 'lu.n2h ' or .dinner . 'time comes 
. . 

· · ·. ·
� . .and, �ven t.ne�bers of P:,es1�ent R?ose- . ::'�around, they- .serve a light m�al. If you .. · - · .- �e1t s famtly. _Eac_h has tntetests dlff�r- -have never -eaten while flying, you don't . 

... 

. _ - _ tng _ f�om the �others and, .� part of M1ss · know how goqd one of these meals cari · -
. . 

:.-. .  f\elly s ��ty ts to enterta��� she must be 
· · be. It is an elaborat� picni� After eat- . - : .  

· . · . : 
· : � able to dt�.u� �a�! _

su�J��c�. , · · · · · .. . . 
---;_ :ing, if  there_·-�r� eno.ug� ,P�:�se.ngers not 

. 
. �·· . .. . . � _ On o_ne r.e

_
eent trtp, Mt�s ·Kelly dts- otherwise �e1fpie.d, a . bri�� ·'game. is . · · · 

· . cus�e;I th� _Supreme ·Court s gold clause _ ·started. These gtrls are a.ll _good pl;i.y-
, - dee1S1on wtth a banker ; baseball pros- . ers. _ Time passes quickly and pleasantly. 

pects with a sport writer ; -politics with ·� . . . · 

. a politician ;' · and the q1:1est�9n of girls . � -, · . AGNES HURT another· stewardess . . . . ,. . . ' . . w�ri.ng . . shorts ·· on the g.ol�':.c�urse with· �, is a Kansrus - _girl ; · a ·beautiful brunette " .a soc1ety woman. She was on · the w�y with an endeiring smile and_ �n in fee- . 
to her pantt:'.Y- when anoth�r passenger . . ' tious laugh. �You can't help liking het · : ·  · 

- st.opped h�r a-nd as�ed : · · 
. · . .and feeling that it is going to be a most · , 

· HWhat ma�es holes in the clouqs-·?:' - :::.enjoyable trip� I a�ke.d � her what her .. . 
. .  · .. · ·: :. ·  . · . · · Naturally�_ she thDught tha.t })e. ·  :was ·- · ,��ost :�hrilli�g:- �xp�rie�ce w�s. · . 

-�· - : .. • .  kidding Jl.er and- ·tri¢d-· to- pass it off as � · ·_ : "It really. ·4as to :be divided into two .· . .  ·> . . .. _:.. .-· . _ joke . . But he \vas serious· and ·asked sthe . -�trjp.s,'' she_ s.aid.· "Recently, I had a . .
. _ .-_ .  

·_ 
.. . · · _-_ : :  question again. Miss �elly .. said �that' · ·mother _ and her �.ourteen-day-old baby . ·.. · ·.· . 

. . . . 
- . . - .. -. · she -��dn,.t knpw but would ask the pilot . .  - flying to . New' York·.' The . mDther had · · . . - . :_ �-- ··- · 

·
. 

. .. < . >>�The pilot told her to tell the- map �hat absalute confidence in me and turned .. ::·_: · - _: .-<· 
· . .

... :-:· _ _  · . . ·::.-:_ : , ··;c·-the· Department of Cori:unerc� made the the baby's care _over · to · me . . We w.er� · a : :  ::��-. .. . 
. · .· :: ·�·�:·· · .. · . . .

.
• holes. . little worried as to the. effect altitude . 

; :: . '-:· ·� .  :· -. -· . - . . 
.. 

. . . . . . 
• r . . . . . .. ..... . - . - . .... . . . . - . ,_ 
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AIR ADVENTURER 

would have on. my charge. You see, 
babies' eardrums are very delicate and 
any rapid change in air pressure might 

� inj ure them. 
"However, I arranged with the pilot 

to let me know when he was to start a 
landing and to take the descent slowly. 
When we started coming down, I fed 
the baby a few drops of water every 
hundred feet or so. He had to swallo\v 
the water and the swallowing opened the 
ear passages and equalized the pressure. 
}le came through in fine shape and 
seemed t<:> enjoy the trip a lot.'' 

The other half o f  Miss Hurfs thrill 
. came on the return trip. A ninety-t\vo

year-old man and his son were pas
sengers and they sat beside each other. 
The stewardess caught bits of their con
versation from time to time. 

. -

"Father, look at that sky off there. 
Aren't those pinks and blues gorgeous ?'' 

"Yes they are, son. They look like 
a Maxfield Parrish painting." 

"Those clouds look too beauti ful to 
be real, don't they, father ?" 

"You can never actually see and ap
preciate clouds fron1 the ground." 

aAnd those fields down there, did you 
ever see anything laid out in such perfect 
rectangles ?" 

' ' Son, this is a great trip. It teaches 
you that there is a plan to everything." 

A little later, Miss Hurt took around 

:: . . ; . -- . . £.: .. 
-· � � -

. 

. ·- - . . 
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lunch trays. When she came to the 
father, she said that she had a tray of . 
lunch for him. He started a bit and 
reached out for the tray but his hands 
only. groped in thin air . . Just then his ..... 
son arose and took the stewardess aside. 

HFather has been blind for ten years," 
he said. "He is very sensitive about his 
mis fortune so we always act as though 
he could see perfectly." 

That was an experience. Miss Hurt 
feels that she must hold some kind of a 
record two passengers, one fourteen 
days - old and the other ninety ... two years 
old. That is a run of the gatnut o-f life 
and we won't doubt her record. 

Her most amusing experienc·e oc.
curred when the fortner governor of one 
of the Eastern States boarded the plane 
at Cleveland. At that time, he had his 
ticket. but five minutes later, when he 
was supposed to surrender it to the 
hostess, it was lQst. After some innocent 
fun in which Miss Hurt was called a 
"ticket snatcher'' and she countered by 
calling the ex-governor a stowaway, a 
mock trial was held. The ticket never 
came to light so we don't know which 
of the accusations was correct. 

The pay of stewardesses averages 
about $ 125 a month and all expenses 
\vhile they are away from home. As 
they are away quite a bit, this mounts 
up so that they average a good salary. 
They have anywhere from 18 to 48 

- .. 
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hours off between trips and this enables 
them to keep their home ties and social 
life. 

YOU would expect the oolder of the 
record for the greatest air mileage to 
be one of the better-known fliers. Such 
is not the case. The holder is l\1iss Ida 
Novelli who has traveled the equivalent 
of  tnore than twenty-six tin1es around 
the ea rth . She \vas one of the first 
United Air Lines stewardesses and has 
been flying continuously on the Oak
land-Salt Lake City division. She . is 
still there and · flying approximately 
1 5 ,000 miles a n1onth. That i s  son1e 
mileag-e. No wonder she feels that she <., 

has the perfect job. 
The ste\vardesses ·are not o ften called 

-

upon to perforn1 nursing duties but once 
in a great \-,hile this training con1es in 
handy. On one trip, the plane had taken · 

off and been in fli,ght about half an hour 
when one of the passengers called the 
stewardess. 

HI feel terrible," be said. HThis i sn't 
nervousness because I have flown a l-ot. 

. 

But I have a rotten he.adache and . tf?cl 
tnighty sick."' 

The stewardess became professional 
at once. She sa\v that he was flushed 
and evidently in very great pain . l-Ie 
had a fever and she asked him i f  he had 
any pains in his side or abdomen. 

Hy es, I have terrible cramps in my 
right side." 

. 
. . ' .. • 

I .. �· .
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. 
.,.: :, • 

� 

•· • 

• 
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. 
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. . 

- . . . . . 
" . . 

BILL BARNES 

That ·meant one thing to the nurse
appendicitis ! 

She lo��ered the seat to a reclining 
position, erected a temporary screen 
around him and made hitn as comfort
able as possible. '"fhere \vas no ice on 
the ship but there was plenty of ice 
cream. She rjgged up an ice bag. and 
stuffed it with the ice cream. Placing 
this on . the patient's side, she went for
ward to the pi lot ' s cockpit and reported 
that thev had an en1e ro·encv case and 

� � # 

it ,vonld be necessarv to remove him at 
"' 

the next landing. 
The pilot in1mediately got into radio 

con1munication with the fieJd, told the 
field n1anager of the en1ergency and 
asked that he have an an1bulance and 
physicia_n waiting.. The plane landed ten 
minutes later� the patietlt \Vas removed 
to the an1bulance and rushed to the hos
pital where he under\\'ent the operation. 

The company has a letter on file of 
' 

\vhich they are ·very proud. It  is fron1 
the doctor \tvho performed the� operation 
praising the foresight and skill of the 
nurse-stewardess and stating that her 
prompt action had, in all probability, 
saved the n1an's life. 

The ste\vardess i s  the newest of 
\Von1en's professions. The -girls are all 
proud of their positions and are striving 
for public recognition. As yet, there are 
only about 200 of them bt.tt they have 
been such a success that it appears other 
companies \v ill soon employ them. 

. . . 
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